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Calling it "a match made in heaven," 
Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) came 
to Niagara Falls on Monday to urge the 
Canadian government to implement 
pre-clearance at the new Niagara Falls 
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HAMILTON: Crime 
Won’t Change Until 
Leadership Changes 
in  Our Community

Crime won’t change until crime-area 
leadership changes.  But in the meantime, 
business goes on as usual, and so does the 
crime.



2

NIAGARA REPORTER JANUARY 15, 2020 - JANUARY 21, 2020

International Train Station for rail 
travelers seeking to enter Canada 
via Amtrak.

Schumer, joined by new Niagara 
Falls Mayor Robert Restaino, called 
on Canadian authorities to get on 
board in setting up the pre-clearance 
for travelers which has been autho-
rized by legislation on both sides of 
the border.

The goal, said Shumer, "is regu-
lar, dynamic commuter rail service," 
and all that's missing is action by 
Canadian authorities to allow that 
to happen, and he said he expects 
progress on that final step to be ac-
complished in the near future.

Schumer and the late Rep. 
Louise Slaughter led the way for 
construction of the train station and 

it was designed to accommodate the 
pre-clearance program as a state-of-
the-art pre-clearance facility.

New York's senior senator said 
the ability for travelers to pass 
through customs would be a re-
markable convenience for anyone 
seeking to travel between the U. 
S. and Canada on Amtrak's Maple 
Leaf train.

As things stand now, passengers 
traveling across the border to Can-
ada must disembark in a less secure 
and uncovered space in Ontario for 
a customs check after just having 
boarded the train in the U. S.

Schumer called the pre-clear-
ance expansion agreement between 
the U. S. and Canada agreed to last 
summer a good first step but that to 
unlock the full economy-boosting 
potential of the new, multi-modal 
train station, the agreement must be 
fully implemented.

He blamed the delay on what 
he called "bureaucratic inertia," but 
says he hopes Canadian officials 
will get it done now that the Cana-
dian elections are over.

Mayor Restaino praised Schum-
er's efforts to get the expansion 
agreement together and said he 

looks forward to the pre-clear-
ance implementation to help spur 
development on both sides of the 
border and help to strengthen the 
WNY-to-Toronto bi-national con-
nection.

On another subject, the im-
peachment trial of President Don-
ald Trump, Schumer, the Senate 
Democratic minority leader, said he 
expects the trial to begin this week.  

United States Senator Chuck Schumer and Niagara Falls Mayor Robert Restaino. 

Schumer in Niagara Falls Cont. from Cover
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As tears streamed from his face, 
in sadness of Jesse Richardson’s 
untimely death, Legislator Owen 
T. Steed stood among the mourners 
in front of Richardson’s Fast Food 
Deli on Highland Avenue during 
Richardson’s well-attended Decem-
ber vigil. He was a good customer 
of Jesse’s. 

Little remembered is that long 
ago, back in the days when Senator 
John Daly’s and community activ-
ist Michael Brundidge’s Area One 
Community Preservation Corpora-
tion was working hard to improve 
the quality of life of Highland’s 
residents, as VP and in charge of 
the corporate personnel, Richard-
son was once an employee of mine.  
Such organizations exist no more.

That was before Richardson had 
the restaurant that had come to be 
a neighborhood staple. It was also 
back when we had a viable commu-
nity center for the children of the 
area to participate in structured and 
supervised activities.  Now all three 
of those things are gone.  Three, you 
ask?  Yes, a community center, a lo-
cal-based group that was working to 
improve the conditions of Highland 
Avenue; and thirdly gone are likely 
Steed’s sad tears over Richardson’s 
untimely death. 

Not long after Steed gave his 
tearful advice to the crowd about 
their responsibility to abate crime, 
gunshots rang out a stone’s-throw 
from where the assembly took 
place. And back before the days be-
fore Steed had any influence, before 
the days of Area One and its succes-
sors, and as far back as the 1970s, 
singer Roberta Flack throatily sang 
a sad, sad song whose lyrics went, 
“Business goes on as usual, the corn 
and the profits are high; and TV's 
boom in every living room -- they 
tell us what deodorants to buy … 
Business goes on as usual, except 
that my brother's dead …”

Flack sang that song as an over-
seas war protest; but now the names 
of those who have died due to the 
violence in the nation’s inner-cities 
– including Niagara Falls, and likely 
more so in Steed’s poverty- and 

educational-disadvantaged “minori-
ty-majority” Niagara County 4th 
Legislative District – now exceeds 
the 58,000-plus names that are 
on the Vietnam War Memorial in 
Washington DC. 

But business goes on as usual; 
and the residents vote the same as 
they always have voted, and they 
just can’t see the connection be-
tween the democratic (small -d) 
input, and the (big-C) criminal 
output. Brundidge used to say that it 
was insane for residents to continue 
doing the same things and expecting 
a different output. 

But with 4th District residents 
voting for Steed – and doing so 
while on his watch the idled origi-
nal Niagara Community Center and 
Girls Club was collapsing into itself 
and was torn down – it is clear that, 
other than sponsoring free meals 
for residents, no one really expect-
ed much from the largely inept 
legislator anyway. Not the county 
Republicans in the Legislature who 
actually like him because, as one of 
their officers explained to me, “… 
he brings nothing to the table and 
his vote doesn’t count.” 

As a representative in– as pre-
viously said – a minority-majority 

district, it was very disrespectful 
of the Republicans to feel that way 
about the legislator who is also the 
Niagara Falls Police Department’s 
community liaison. In so saying, 
they are also implying that. “… his 
constituents bring nothing to the 
table and they simply don’t count 
either.”

But before you direct any 
hatred at the county Republicans 
who seemingly don’t give a damn 
about you, examine the Demo-
crats who keep supporting Steed’s 
empower-less candidacy, and not 
finding someone in the district who 
can bring things to the legislature; 
someone whose vote does count. 
Until those county Democrats do 
so, then, likewise, Steed’s district – 
YOU – don’t matter to them either; 
and they are the ones who claim that 
they do love you. 

The bulk of the crime that most 
scares Niagarans not only takes 
place primarily in Steed’s statisti-
cally 50.5% black/49.5% non-black, 
“crime-breed and crime-seeding”, 
4th Legislative District, but the 
subsequent police chases and other 
consequences are in your neighbor-
hoods – the good people of neither 
his nor any neighborhood just 

simply don’t deserve this; and it is 
clear, they and you certainly don’t 
deserve to have a politically impo-
tent legislator representing your city. 
Without change, you all are so very 
screwed in having to continue to 
hear gunshots ringing out in yours 
and other nearby neighborhoods.

Before year’s end, it is likely 
that Steed will stand and cry again; 
and after having done nothing at all 
about the situation, he will advise 
residents on what “they” should be 
doing. 

After all that Steed has said 
and done, he’s has said far more 
than the little that he’s ever done. 
When Steed is indeed gone, what 
if anything will remain of the little 
that he’s actually done?  How will 
it benefit you when Year-2021 roll 
around and the US Census likely 
showing that the city’s population 
has dropped even more; and that the 
time has come to redistrict the city? 
Steed may become the legislator 
for you-so-far disinterested readers 
as well. And then … guess who’s 
coming to dinner?

In the meantime, business goes 
on as usual.

HAMILTON: Crime Won’t Change Cont. 
from Cover

Ken Hamilton

Niagara County Legislator Owen Steed shedding a tear at the vigil for Jesse Richardson. 
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-Niagara Falls Police and Fire Department responded to Buffalo Avenue 
and 82nd Street in the evening hours of Thursday, January 9th, 2020, after 
reports of an explosion in the area with a lot of smoke. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to 19th Street in the early morning hours of 
Thursday, January 9th, 2020, after reports of an armed robbery. According 
to reports, a man was on 19th Street when he was assaulted by a heavyset 
man who was wearing a clown mask. The victim told police that the man 
had a gun and demanded his belongings which included a backpack. Police 
are continuing to investigate the incident. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the area of 19th and Ferry Avenue in 
the evening hours of Friday, January 10th, 2020, after reports of a robbery. 
Police shortly thereafter responded to a call of a podestrian struck by a ve-
hicle. Police suspect it might have been the vehicle that was involved in the 
attempted robbery and are continuing to investigate the incident. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Niagara Falls Memorial Medical 
Center in the evening hours of Friday, January 10th, 2020, after reports of 
a stabbing victim. According to reports, the victim was stabbed and then 
traveled to the hospital for treatment. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center 
in the evening hours of Friday, January 10th, 2020, after reports of a per-
son admitting themselves to the ER with a serious laceration to the head 
area. According to police, the victim stated that he was hit with a gun to the 
head.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to 27th and Pine Avenue in the early morn-
ing hours of Saturday, January 11th, 2020, after a 50-year-old man suffered 
a broken jaw after being attacked and robbed by several people. According 
to police, the victim stated that the attackers took his bicycle, cell phone 
and $500 in cash. Police state that the victim's face was badly disfigured 
during the attack and he was taken to Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Cen-
ter for treatment.
-Niagara Falls Police and Fire responded to 4600 Hyde Park Blvd. in the 
evening hours of Saturday, January 11th, 2020, after reports that a child, 
9-year-old, fell out of a 2nd floor window. The child was transported to a 
hospital for treatment and observation. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to Poppy's Place on Cayuga Drive in the 
evening hours of Saturday, January 11th, 2020, after reports of a robbery. 
Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 
-Niagara Falls Police and Fire responded to the Hooker Docks off of Buffa-
lo Avenue and 53rd Street after reports of a car fire and fatality in the eve-
ning hours of Saturday, January 11th, 2020. According to police, remains of 
a body were found alongside the burning truck. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1700 block of Pine Avenue in the 
early evening hours of Sunday, January 12th, 2020, for reports of a larceny. 
According to police, the shoplifter that ran out of the store shortly thereaf-
ter ran back into the store. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to five burglaries of vehicles in Downtown 
Niagara Falls over the weekend of January 10th - 12th. 

WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1500 block of Pierce Avenue around 
midnight on Tuesday, January 7th, 2020, after reports of shots fired. Ac-
cording to police, seven shell casings, among other evidence, was collected 
from the scene. Police shortly thereafter found the vehicle that was shot at 
on LaSalle Avenue. Police say that the vehicle had numerous bullet holes 
along with broken windows. No injuries were reported and police are con-
tinuing to investigate the incident. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Salvation Army on Niagara Falls 
Boulevard in the late afternoon hours of Tuesday, January 7th, 2020, after 
reports that a car crashed into the store. According to reports, a woman 
drove the car through the store after telling police she was trying to heat 
her car. Police reported a strong odor of marijuana from her vehicle and 
charged the woman with driving under the influence of drugs and for 
driving on a suspended license. One store employee was almost hit by the 
vehicle. The woman, however, suffered broken bones in the crash. 
-Mark Johnson, 54, of Niagara Falls, pleaded not guilty Thursday in Ni-
agara County Court to an indictment that accused him of predatory sexual 
assault against a child, first-degree course of sexual conduct against a child, 
second-degree rape, second-degree criminal sexual act and child endanger-
ment. Judge Matthew Murphy set bail at $50,000 and if convicted, Johnson 
faces a maximum sentence of life in prison. The public defender, David 
Blackley, representing the defendant, stated, "My client has done nothing 
wrong" and that "the alleged victim will have credibility issues." Specifi-
cally, Blackley stated that the 13-year-old victim, "has been caught posting 
herself (online) to boys in compromising positions."
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" section!!  

 
 Call (716) 990-3677
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It was more than 26 years ago 
that police found the decomposed 
body of 17-year-old North Tonawa-
nda High School student Mandy 
Steingasser in Bond Lake Park in 
Lewiston, but it will be another sev-
eral weeks before her alleged killer 
stands trial for a crime that shook 
the community and delivered years 
of endless heartbreak to the parents 
of the girl, their only child.  Her 
father has since passed on.

The latest postponement is the 
fourth time a trial date has come and 
gone since accused killer Joseph 
Belstadt was formally charged in 
an indictment in late April of 2018 
after new DNA evidence linked him 
to the girl's death. 

Belstadt was the last person 
seen with the victim the night she 
disappeared on September 19, 1993, 
never to be seen alive again.  Police 
had long regarded him as the prime 
suspect in the girl's death, but it was 
only after Caroline Wojataszek be-
came district attorney that an indict-

ment was finally returned.
The latest delay in the trial 

that is now scheduled for March 9 
occurred last week when Niagara 
County Judge Sara Sheldon ruled, 
in her own words, "in an abundance 
of caution," in favor of a request by 
Joseph Belstadt's attorney, Michele 
Bergevin, that the defense had not 
received all of the information it 
needed in time to present their de-
fense under the state's new discov-
ery laws.

Niagara County DA Caroline 
Wojtaszek strongly disagreed in 
court, saying "we gave them ev-
erything," and the record suggests 
that's exactly what prosecutors did, 
beginning with open file discovery 
within months of the indictment that 
included statutory discovery within 
45 days, something not normally 
done in murder cases but that was 
done in this case because of the 
voluminous files involved.

As she said in court in opposing 
the delay, "we wanted to be open 
with the file so they could defend 
their client.  We gave them every- thing." The prosecution gave the de-

Steingasser Murder Trial Delayed Again Cont. 
from Cover

Tony Farina

Mandy Steingasser, who was murdered when she was 17-years-old. 
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fense a witness list of 900 names 
more than a year ago and narrowed 
it down to 75 earlier this month, 
including a list of tangible evidence, 
and as required a rap sheet on any of 
the witnesses who had a record.

Wojtaszek said the list was pro-
vided in compliance with the new 
discovery laws that went into effect 
January 1 but the defense argued 
they needed the list 15 days prior to 
trial under the law and the rap sheets 
were insufficient, even though Wo-
jtaszek has since learned that what 
was provided in the rap sheets met 
the requirements of the law.

Defense attorney Bergevin made 
a motion on Christmas Eve, just two 
weeks prior to the January 7 trial 
date, saying the defense was entitled 
to a witness list because of the new 
law.  The prosecution responded 
with the 75 names shortly after Jan-
uary 1 in compliance with the new 
law, noting of course it had already 
provided the defense with the 900 
names more than a year ago.

"We gave it [the list] to them as 
soon as possible," said DA Wo-
jtaszek, mindful of the hardship a 
delay would have on all the witness-
es and family members who were 

ready to go to trial, as anticipated, 
on January 7, and would now have 
to be shuffled back weeks to comply 
with the decision to delay the trial. 

Belstadt's cold case trial was 
first scheduled for September of 
2018 but was delayed because of 
extensive pretrial hearings.  Two 
other trial dates, in February and 
July of last year, came and went 
with none of the delays the result of 
prosecution requests.

It would seem the district attor-
ney and her staff had the case ready 
to go January 7, the witnesses lined 
up to testify, and the family of the 
victim ready for their day in court 
after all these years.

As the judge stated in her own 
words in the latest postponement, 
she ruled "in an abundance of 
caution," a clear signal that she was 
concerned that the defense may 
have raised an issue for appeal if 
their client was convicted.

It was a difficult day for the dis-
trict attorney who, in her mind and 
in her own words, had been open 
with the defense from the beginning, 
providing open file discovery and 
doing everything possible to comply 
with the state's new discovery laws 
right up to the start of the trial.

Now it is on hold again and the 
Steingasser family has several more 
weeks to wait for their day in court, 
hoping and praying that this will be 
the last delay for them and for Man-
dy Steingasser, now gone almost 27 
years

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of formation of P&B VACA-
TION LLC filed with Secy. Of
State of NY (SSNY) on 12/11/2019. 
Office
Location: Niagara County. SSNY
Designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY
Shall mail process to: 527 21 ST
NIAGARA FALLS NY 14301.
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Niagara County District Attorney 
Caroline Wojtaszek has taken the lead 
on this cold case in an effort to give the 
family of Mandy Steingasser their day 

in court. 

Niagara County 
District Attorney 

Caroline Wojtaszek 
Eager to Give 

Steingasser Family 
Day in Court




