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HAMILTON: Now
That’s All ’'ve Gotta Do Is
to Put His Little Ass to Bed

By: Ken Hamilton

A friend of mine, who thinks much
like you, was standing nearby two chatty
women when she overheard their startling
conversation.

One of the so-called mothers, upon
hearing from the other woman that the

(Cont. on pg. 6)
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Independence Party of
Niagara County Endorses
Undersheriftf Michael

Filicetti for Sheriff

By: Staff Reports

The Niagara County Independence Party
has endorsed Niagara County Undersher-
iff Michael J. Filicetti for Niagara County
Sheriff. Independence Party Chairperson
Susan Agnello-Eberwein issued the following
statement:

(Cont. on pgs. 7)
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Mayor-Elect Taps Brother as City Administrator;
Retains Some Holdovers Including Police
Superintendent and Fire Chief; Adds New Faces

Tony Farina hlm lead the city as he moves
into the mayor's office on the

It took a little while as one

Mayor-elect Robert Restaino  pay] Dyster.

has settled on his team, subject

to council approval, to help

man.

Anthony Restaino, who has been

brother's administration.

second floor come Jan. 1, re-
might expect, but Niagara Falls  placing three-term incumbent

Perhaps the most important
selection by the mayor-elect
is a gentleman with the same
last name, his brother Anthony
Restaino, who will retire from
his job as commissioner of Ni-
agara County Social Services
to become city administrator,

Anthony Restaino was a
major advisor to his brother
in the bruising and no-holds
barred mayoral campaign

selected as the City Administrator in his  ywhich saw Robert Restaino

Niagara Falls Mayor-Elect Robert Restaino who assumes office January 1st,

in effect the mayor's right hand 2020,

win a narrow Democratic pri-  ing Piccirillo and Republican

mary against top Dyster aide Glenn Choolokian, in Novem-
Seth Piccirillo in June and then ber.
score an overwhelming victory Mayor-elect Restaino con-

over three opponents, includ-  firms that his brother will take
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Ambrersi: Tops Girand laland: Tops

Lewiston: Deal Reahy, DiCamillo Bakery, Public Library, Tim Hortoss, Tops, Rite Aid, Syros Restaurant,
& the Village Bakery

Lockport: Lockport City Cowurt, County Courthouse, Save-A-Lot & Tops

Niagara Falls: BankOnBuffalo, City Hall (basement), The Como (restaurant, deli, & airport locations),
DiCamillo Bakery {all locations), Frankie's Donuts, John Duke Cemer, Key Bank (500 Main 5t.),
Iemorial Medical Ceater (entrance io lobby), Michael's Restaurant, Markeiside Restaurant, Mom's
Restaurant, Miagara Towers, Mia Falls Family Court, Mi Falls Police Siation, H:ufnm Falls Public
Library (both locations), Rite Ald (TB04 Buffalo Ave, & 4407 Military Rd ), Save-A-Lot, Spallino Towers,
Supermarket Liquor, Tops (all lecations), Tim Homons (all lecations), Wedge Liguors, & Wrobel Towers.

MNorth Tenawanda: Bishop Cibbons, Broadway Howel, Budwey's Market, Caroasel Park Apartments, City
Hall, DMV, Kimek's Tavern, Lou's Diner, Platter's Chocolaes, Public Library, Olympia Restaurant, Tops,
Roman Cafié & Save-A-Lot

Sapborn: Smokin Jocs (g stamtion and slore) & Tim Hortons
Wikson: Lakeside Marke
Youngstown: Anchor Spirits & Wines, Bandanas Bar & Grill, Public Library, Rite Add, Village Dincr
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Mayor-Elect's Choice for City Administrator

Taking Pay Cut in Order to Serve in Brother's
Administration

Police Chief Tom Licata will maintain his position as Police Chief under Mayor
Robert Restaino.

the job after he retires from
his Social Services position
which pays in the $100,000
range. As a public office retir-
ee, he will only be able to earn
$35,000 as city administrator
even though the budget num-
ber for the job is $79,490.
Other key appointments
by Mayor-elect Restaino with
the budgeted salaries in pa-
renthesis are Kathleen Liga-
mmari, city clerk ($50,861),
who comes from the private
sector; Dan Morello, controller

Daniel Morello will continue in his post as
City Controller.

($100,663) who will continue
in that post; and Christopher
Mazur, corporation counsel
($106,670), who currently
serves as deputy corporation
counsel.

Mayor-elect Restaino has
opted to retain Police Supt.
Tom Licata ($115,436) and
Fire Dept. Chief Joseph Pedul-
la ($114,266) in their current
positions.

Other appointments are
two selections for economic
development: Allen Booker
and Thomas Tedesco. Also,
Sanquin Starks, youth services
director, and Ruby Pulliam
who will continue as director
of human resources.

Restaino says he is asking
all his appointees to come pre-
pared with a plan to lead their
departments as they take over
control of government in a city
where the financial challenges
are many, especially with the
casino revenue-sharing money
still in doubt although there is

hope that the Seneca Nation
will in the end pay the state the
$256 million in back payments
from 2017 that an aribitration
panel and a federal court judge
say they owe.

The Senecas have still not
announced their plans al-
though sources say the money
has been put aside to make
that $256 million payment
although in all likelihood, the
Senecas will reserve the right
to continue their appeal.

The mayor-elect says going
through the applications of
candidates for city positions
was a very difficult challenge,
and it took him a little longer
than expected to finally make
his decisions with the full list
expected to be announced
shortly.

Robert Restaino, the new
mayor, has survived his own
challenges to finally capture
the city's top job and by every
possible measure, he is eager
to move forward and help

JOSEPH PEDULLA

MIAGARA FALLS FIRE CHIEF

Fire Chief Joseph Pedulla will maintain his position as Chief under Mayor Robert
Restaino.

create that vision for the future
that he has thought about for
years and talked about to this
newspaper several years ago.

It comes as no surprise that
he selected his trusted brother
as his go-to guy as city ad-
ministrator, a throwback to
the JFK days when President
picked his brother Bobby to
be attorney general. There's
no question the new mayor
will need all the help he can
get trying to move the city
forward, and having his broth-
er on the team makes perfect
sense.

Expect this team to hit the
ground running come next
week, and we can only hope
that working with a new ma-
jority in the council, positive
changes will occur and Niag-
ara Falls will reclaim its past
glory and begin the process of
rebuilding from the ground up,
starting with a new leader in
city hall.




WEEKLY HEADLINES

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Rainbow Bridge in the after-
noon hours of Monday, December 16th, 2019, after being alerted that
someone was trying to cross the bridge with two ounces of marijua-
na.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the area of Main Street across
from the Public Library in the early morning hours of Wednesday,
December 18th, 2019, after a person possibly driving a Ford F350
took out a tree, signs, and a light pole. Police say the vehicle fled the
scene but were able to recover parts of the vehicle and hope to identi-
fy it.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the laundromat on Main Street in
the morning hours of Wednesday, December 18th, 2019, after reports
of a robbery. According to witness accounts, a suspect took a wallet
and other items before fleeing on foot. Police are continuing to inves-
tigate the incodent.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to a second hit and run call in the
morning hours of Wednesday, December 18th, 2019, after a car took
out a light pole on the 400 block of 5th Street.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to Niagara Falls High School in

the morning hours of Wednesday, December 18th, 2019, after po-
lice officials reported threats being made against the school. School
District Superintendent Mark Laurrie says potential threats were to
“shoot up the school.” According to police, the note said it would
occur Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday. Upon further investigation,
the juvenile(s) responsible for the threats were discovered. Police say
they wanted "more time off" of school.

PERSONALINJURY

Viola
Cummings
& Lindsay

WORKERS' COMPENSATION

770 Main Street- Niagara Falls, New York

285-9535

violacummingslindsay.com

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1700 block of Whitney Ave-
nue in the afternoon hours of Thursday, December 19th, 2019, for a
structure fire. This incident did not start off requiring the assistance
of the NFPD. However, police were alerted once a witness stated that
a person walked out of the building right before flames erupted from
the home. Police are continuing to investigate the incident.

-Michael Ciskiewic, who had previously been arrested and charged
with kidnapping and rape related to a home invasion where he took a
woman captive and held her hostage in his basement, pleaded guilty
on Friday, December 20th, 2019, to predatory sexual assault. As a re-
sult of the conviction, Ciskiewic will serve 12 years to life in prison.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to thhe Denny's on Niagara Falls
Boulevard in the early morning hours of Saturday, December 21st,
2019, after reports of nearly a dozen people fighting inside the restau-
rant.

-Town of Niagara Police, assisted by multiple other law enforcement
agenies, responded to Lockport Road between Military and Norman
in the morning hours of Saturday, December 21st, 2019, after reports
of a fatal hit and run. According to police, an individual walking
along Lockport Road was hit and killed. The driver who hit the indi-
vidual fled the scene.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1400 block of Pine Avenue af-
ter a disgruntled customer alleged the wife of a sub shop owner point-
ed a gun at her. As a result of the incident, Nicole E. Marino, 33, of
Whitney Avenue, was charged with second-degree menacing follow-
ing the incident. The customer told police that tensions began to rise
after he complained that a cook was touching his head with han un-

M gloved hand while preparing his order. The customer told police that
t| the store owner became increasingly hostile and pushed him out the

door while his wife pointed a shotgun at him. Police confirmed that
they confiscated an unloaded shotgun inside of the shop. Police say
that Marino said she used the shotgun out of fear because the custom-
er kept a hand in his pocket, alluding to a knife or gun, while baiting
her husband outside as if to fight him; or worse. Marino further stated
that she kept the shotgun at her side and did not point it at anyone.
-Niagara Falls Police engaged in a vehicle chase in the morning hours
of Monday, December 23rd, 2019. According to police, two individu-
als were arrested and are facing possession of stolen property charges
after being caught. However, police say that a third person is still on
the loose. Police receieved a tip that a vehicle stolen from Buffalo
was in the vicinity of Tops on Portage Road. As police attempted

to pull the vehicle over, the driver took off and Police followed the
vehicle until it came to a stop around the 700 block of 13th Street.
The driver exited the vehicle and fled the scene. A New York State
Trooper, with a K-9, assisted Niagara Falls Police to search a nearby
building but the search turned up negative results. Two passengers
were detained on scene and charges are pending.
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Now That’s All I’ve Gotta Do Is to Put His Little
Ass to Bed Cont. from Cover

Ken I-iamilton

Niagara Falls NY Board of Educa-
tion, already now feeding her son
both free breakfasts and lunches
in school, but that if the boy also
stayed for his much-needed af-
ter-school programs, that they’d
also feed him dinners as well. My
friend then heard one of them say,
“Good. Now I don’t have to feed
the little mother-$!@#&% anymore;
all that I gotta do is to put his little
ass to bed.”

When former NFBOE board
member Don King was a part of
advocating such a program some
years ago, I thought that it was the
dumbest idea that anyone could
possibly have had. In fact, there was
also discussions about packing their
backpacks with weekend rations as

well.

But isn’t true that many, if not
most of the school-aged families
in Niagara Falls are in poverty, a
situation that qualifies all of the
school’s students for a no-cost-to-
them meals? If that is the case, then
what’s left of their families that are
already receiving what used to be
called food stamps to do with ‘that’
money, if not actually feeding their
children?”

It all makes me wonder if within
our good hearts we are doing the
best thing, you know, by making
sure that the child is fed prior-to and
during their day in school, which
aids in their ability to get an edu-
cation, a diploma and an opportu-
nity to escape the gripping poverty
that have often kept their families
incarcerated in a cageless socio-
economic prison of codependency,
while at the same time reducing the
crime rate in the city. After all, how
else would the child then escape
their parents’ poverty of money and
mindset if not for a bellyful of nour-
ishment and a headful of knowledge
— this, despite the parental apathy?

I have mixed thoughts about
it; I don’t like it, but I understand
it. There was a time, not so long
ago, that the singular hour of “fam-

[= =

ily-time” was at the dinner table.
As a divorced father whom often
had my sons with me, I enjoyed the
times that [ spent with them sled-
ding in the winter; and in the sum-
mery months at the Buffalo Zoo,
the Aquarium of Niagara Falls NY,
Clifton Hill and African Lion Safari
in Niagara Falls and Cambridge
Ontario, and on the many road trips
that we took together. But honestly,
not a moment with my sons was
more satisfying for me than to sit at
the dinner table with the youngest
one often upon my lap and picking
from my plate, while the oldest

one sitting in his chair, legs above
the floor and rhythmically swaying
in time with his jaw as he enjoyed
what he often called the best food
that he ever had.

In all of the things that we did,
we talked about things, including
their educations. Now, with at least
one so-called mother, what’s left for
a parent to do besides putting her
child’s “little ass to bed?” Because
of where this event took place, you
can bet that we are paying for that
as well.

I was recently at the copy count-
er at the local Office Max store one
evening; and there I stood next to a
teacher who wanted to make copies

e 5]
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of thematic cartoon characters that
she could hang in her classroom

for the kids. She had to decide the
size of the copies that she wanted
so that they didn’t break her budget.
While the children are in her class-
room during the day, that and other
teachers are considered “in loco
parentis.” Thanks to Mr. Tom Patti,
my 8th and 9th grade Latin teacher,
I understood the term to be Latin for
"in the place of a parent. You can be
that the teacher was spending her
own money on the project for the
class, and not the money that the
parent might have given her for the
project.

The “little ass” that the way-
ward mother spoke of as only
having to put to bed may have been
one of the students of the teacher
at the Office Max copy counter. If
not, then likely a similar child who
had a similarly dispositioned moth-
er -- that being the kind who if the
child feels hurt by what the teacher
says to them, even if it is that they
have to try harder not to fail the
test the next time, would likely race
to the school to cuss out that very
same classroom teacher who daily
makes the “in loco parentis” walk
with her class to the free lunch,
and then spends her evenings and
money to prepare or teaching them
the next day. I wonder if miserable
mom would go to the parent-teacher
conference though.

It’s a sad state of affairs, though
maybe a necessary one, that the
school has to all but board the chil-
dren in order to do for them what
the parent should be doing. It is also
sad that the children would rather
be in the safe and warm school with
their friends and teachers than in the
turmoil of their own houses: note
that I didn’t say homes.

Sadder still in that all of it is a
form of institutionalization, and we
have to be careful that the children
do not become wards or pets of the
state.

Where do we go from here?

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Peaceful
Gardens
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of
State of NY (SSNY) on 5/18/14.
Office
location: Niagara County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o The
LLC, 14
The Ridge, Wheatfield, NY 14272,
Purpose: any lawful activity.
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Undersheriff Michael Filicetti.

Ordinarily, the unexpected and
early retirement of an outstanding
public servant like Niagara County
Sheriff James Voutour would be cause
for concern. However, the deft leader-
ship hand of Undersheriff Mike Filicetti
fits perfectly into Niagara County’s
law enforcement glove. This will be a
seamless transition. The undersheriff
will become Acting Sheriff effective
December 31, 2019, and serve in that
capacity for calendar year 2020. It is
why after an extensive interview and
careful review of his qualifications, the
Independence Party of Niagara County
has enthusiastically endorsed Niagara
County Undersheriff Michael J. Fili-
cetti for Niagara County Sheriff in the
November 2020 election.

Undersheriff Filicetti is a
much-decorated professional law en-
forcement officer with 27 years expe-
rience and in-depth knowledge of all
areas of law enforcement. He has been
undersheriff, second-in-command of
the Niagara County Sheriff’s Office, for
the last eight years after being select-
ed by Sheriff Voutour. Undersheriff
Filicetti has overseen every operational
element of the Sherift’s Office. The
position of Niagara County Sheriff is
too important for on-the-job training.
Mike Filicetti will hit the ground run-
ning on day one. No one knows more
about the Sheriff’s Office than Under-
sheriff Filicetti.

His career has included numer-
ous citations and commendations. He
received multiple awards for a water
rescue at Niagara Falls. His actions
resulted in a Certificate of Exceptional
Valor from the New York State Di-
vision of Criminal Justice Services.
Undersheriff Filicetti’s other recogni-
tions include a total of six excellence
awards and departmental citations,
all for service above and beyond the
ordinary course of duty. He also earned
a Sheriff’s Office distinguished service
award for implementing procedures
which have brought about improved
safety measures for residents through-
out Niagara County.

He graduated from the prestigious
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
National Academy in Quantico, Virgin-
ia. This demanding ten-week program
featured specialized classroom and field
interaction with command-level officers
from throughout the world, including
Europe and Asia.

Undersheriff Filicetti is Vice-chair-
man of the Niagara County Traffic

Safety Committee, Vice-chairman of
the Niagara County Law Enforcement
Foundation and Past President of the
Judges and Police Executives Confer-
ence of Niagara County. He is also a
graduate of Leadership Niagara.

As impressive as his accomplish-
ments are, he made it clear his focus
is on what he wants to continue to do
for the people of Niagara County. His
energies are directed toward the future.
He stressed some of his most recent
efforts - being a member of the law
enforcement subcommittee for the Ni-
agara County Opioid Committee which
is combating the spread of conditions
that have ravaged so many in all parts
of Niagara County; pushing for more
school safety technology and School
Resource Officers (SROs); increas-
ing technology in law enforcement by
using body cameras and keeping pace
with other advancements in technol-
ogy; making available Crisis Inter-
vention Training (CIT) to members of
the Sheriff’s Office to better confront
mental health issues present in those
they encounter when discharging their
duties in order to ensure the proper law
enforcement reaction. He underscored
that each of these measures is designed
to protect law abiding members of our
society and guarantee due process for
all.

He recounted his lifelong quest to
become a police officer. He was born
and raised in Niagara County and when
growing up told everyone within ear-
shot he was going to be a police officer
as an adult because he wanted to help
people. Undersheriff Filicetti renewed
his pledge to his fellow citizens that as
sheriff he would report to work each
day infused with energy and determi-
nation to enforce society’s laws with
fairness and independence in order to
enhance the quality of life in every
area of Niagara County. Fortunately,
his hard work has led to his dream
being realized. The citizens of Niagara
County are better off because he was
determined to complete what he set out
to do.

Undersheriff Filicetti reminded
interviewers that he has sworn an
oath to serve and protect the children,
women and men of Niagara County and
that nowhere in that oath did it mention
partisan politics. He said there is only
one affiliation that matters to him — ‘cit-
izen.’

One of the Independence Party’s
core principles is looking beyond politi-
cal party labels and seeking candidates
for public office who are devoted to
delivering the best government possi-
ble by exercising common sense. On
this key point, Undersheriff Filicetti’s
belief aligns with the Independence
Party’s. His commitment to the peo-
ple of Niagara County makes him the
party’s choice for sheriff. The Inde-
pendence Party is fully confident that
as Niagara County Sheriff he will be
an outstanding law enforcement leader
for the people of Niagara County. He
has demonstrated personal courage,
unquestioned integrity, skilled leader-
ship and willingness to work with other
law enforcement agencies, community
organizations and individual stake-
holders. We are proud to proclaim our
support for this rock solid career public
servant.
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& HAPPY NEW YEAR

This holiday season serves as the perfect time to reflect on the
past year and all of the things, people and acts we are most
thankful for.

Laborers’ Local #91 would like to extend a sincere thank you
to the New York State Power Authority (NYPA), the Niagara
Falls Bridge Commission, Mew York State Parks, and all Niagara
County School Districts for the extensive amount of good
paying jobs they provided this past year to all of our locally
employed workers who performed the updates, renovations
and expansions to their properties. We would also like to
commend those organizations on their outstanding safety
practices which ensure all workers are able to enjoy a safe and
productive work environment every day.

From everybody associated with Laborers’ Local #91 and the
Armand E. 5abitoni Training Facility, we would like to wish
everyone a very Merry Christmas and a safe, prosperous

new year - especially all of our members, retirees and their
families, all of our signatory contractors and their families,
everyone at the New York State Power Authority, the Niagara
Falls Bridge Cormmission, New York State Parks, and all Niagara
County School Districts and their families, all members of the
community who actively work to provide our members with
the union employment that allows them to provide for their
families, and to all men and women who are or have served
this nation in our armed forces to ensure we can celebrate
Christmas in safety and peace. Celebrate the true meaning of
this holiday and give thanks for what we each have.
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the Area's Premier

ENTERTAINMENT DESTINATION!

Discover why Batavia Downs Gaming & Hotel is the area's premier entertainment destination! Over 850 of the
hottest video gaming machines and a brand new hoted! Dine in gne of our great restaurants; Thurman's 34 Rush,
Fortune's, Homestretch Grill or enjoy the elegant setting of the Clubhouse; open on race nights!

Batavia Downs Gaming & Hotel is publicly owned by the 15 counties of Westem New York including the
cities of Buffalo and Rochester and has contributed millions back to the ciizens of New York Siate.

DINE * PLAY* STAY ——
BOOK NOW AT

TheHotelAtBataviaDowns.com




