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Restaino declares primary victory; Piccirillo 
holding onto hope for absentee ballot miracle

Analysis

(Cont. on pg. 2)

RESTAINO WINS

  By:   Brendan McDonough

The End of the 
Dyster Era Has 
Come at Last 

(Cont. on pg. 3)

  By:   Frank Parlato

Just Say Cheesecake 
Arrives in NT

Delicious deserts have arrived in 
North Tonawanda! 

This past week ‘Just Say Cheesecake’ 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony at their 
new location at 106 Webster Street and 
will offer soups, salads, sandwiches and a 

(Cont. on pg. 6)

Robert Restaino has won the demo-
cratic primary. And with his win, Mayor 
Paul Dyster’s handpicked successor, Seth 
Piccirillo goes home.

The general election will see a contest 
between Restaino and Glenn Choolokian, 
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It was close, a lot closer than 
some had expected and still unofficial 
as of Tuesday night, but in the end it 
appears Robert Restaino overcame 
the youthful protege of the three-term 
incumbent and won the Democratic 
primary vote for mayor of Niagara 
Falls.  We should note there are still 
some 200 absentee votes to be count-
ed but most observers don't believe 
those votes will change the outcome.

Restaino, the president of the 
Niagara Falls School Board, received 
1,929 votes (50.4%) to 1,850 (48.4%) 
for Seth Piccirillo, the director of 
community development under outgo-
ing Mayor Paul Dyster.  The 79-vote 
victory margin looks like enough to 
give Restaino a major leg up on Re-
publican candidate Glenn Choolokian 
in the November general election with 
Democrats holding a 3 to 1 majority 
in the city.

Restaino will also have the In-
dependence and Conservative Party 
lines.  Piccirillo has the Working 
Families Party line.

"The majority of voters [in the 
Democratic primary] decided that 
change is needed, and change is com-
ing," said Democratic Council Presi-
dent Andy Touma reacting to the unof-
ficial winner.  "I think he's [Restaino] 
motivated and ready for the job with 
all his experience and he will work 
well with both parties and help bring 
the resources of the entire county into 

play for the city of Niagara Falls."
The ability to work across party 

lines could well help Restaino if he 
wins in November given the strong 
challenge expected by the two Re-
publican council candidates for two 
open seats on the council.  Incumbent 
Kenny Tompkins and newcomer John 
Spanbauer were the two winners in the 
three-way GOP primary over Candace 
Corsaro who won high praise from 
city GOP Chairman Bill Carroll for 
her strong door-to-door campaign in a 
losing effort.  If Tompkins and Span-
bauer win in November, they would 
join GOP Councilman Chris Voccio to 
give Republicans a council majority.  
Chairman Carroll said Tuesday night 
Republicans have a big shot at win-
ning that majority come November.

If Tuesday's unofficial results hold 
up, as expected, Restaino will get his 
chance to bring change to Niagara 
Falls which is reeling financially from 
the loss of gaming revenue due to the 
long-running legal battle between the 
state and the Seneca Nation.

The Dyster administration has 

relied heavily on the revenue stream 
from the Seneca casino to balance 
budgets against the advice of the state 
comptroller, and when things went 
south in 2017, the city was left out on 
a limb and it is still there as the Sene-
cas are taking their legal challenge to 
federal court.

Restaino declared victory Tuesday 
night at the Como Restaurant, say-
ing "this is the beginning of what we 
hope will be a renaissance for Niagara 
Falls.  Change is coming."

What is certain is that the Dys-
ter years are coming to an end and 
if Tuesday's vote holds up, Dyster's 
protégé -- who waged an aggressive 
social media campaign -- will have to 
start looking for a job.

For Restaino, who told us in an 
interview a few years ago that he had 
been thinking about running for mayor 
for a long time, it is a dream come 
true and with his background as a law-
yer, a judge, president of the school 
board, and advisor to the council, he 
seems well prepared to take on the 
difficult challenge of getting Niagara 

Falls moving in the right direction.
Restino has been talking during 

the campaign about tapping into the 
resources of neighboring jurisdictions 
in the county in trying to resuscitate 
Niagara Falls in a collaborative way.  
He seems to understand that Niaga-
ra Falls may well need help from its 
neighbors to build for the future and 
he seems more than ready to embrace 
that sort of collaborative effort if he's 
elected mayor.

And it should be said that 
Restaino is also ready to engage the 
Senecas moving forward, something 
the Dyster regime has left to the state 
with very mixed results given the two 
gaming wars that have severely dam-
aged the city's financial state.

If the results hold up, as expect-
ed, change is coming and hopefully 
it's not too late for the Cataract City 
which is facing a mountain of red 
ink, an ongoing gaming dispute, and 
a structurally imbalanced budget that 
will require a lot of fixing--and that 
includes cuts and new revenue-- to 
regain financial stability.

Restaino Appears to Have Won the Day
Tony Farina
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the Republican.
After 12 ugly years of depres-

sion and decline, with rising crime, 
rising taxes, cronyism, and extraor-
dinary waste, the Dyster era is over.

Now, for the first time in more 
than a decade, we can expect to see 
a city hall that favors Niagara Falls 
and its people over Albany, Buffalo 
and New York City.

We will now elect a mayor - 
in November  – whether Restaino 
or Choolokian - who will put the 
city’s best interests ahead of those 
who have held us down.

They are both men of that type 
– too much a part of this commu-
nity – without pretensions of being 
better than us. They are among us. 
Now Niagara Falls comes first for 
a while.

While Dyster was a beggar and 
a sycophant to the governor and to 
the Buffalo elite whose shoes he 
hoped to shine, he always looked 

down on the people here who paid 
his salary as a little unsavory, a 
little too dumb. Too unwashed, too 
lowly, to warrant serious consider-
ation. He was embarrassed of us. 
And it showed.

He was a disaster as may-
or - blowing through more than 
$200 million in casino cash and 
then forgetting to insure that the 
casino compact was renewed with 
payments to the city. He cut off his 
own allowance. 

Yet he always did what the 
governor or his Buffalo masters 
told him to do.

By massive, wasteful spend-
ing, he plunged the city into a 
$12 million annual deficit. [Vince 
Anello, the last mayor, had a $6.7 

million surplus.] But Dyster handed 
out giant gobs of taxpayer money 
to any and all who would likely 
find votes for him.

And Seth Piccirillo – seeming-
ly cut from the same spendaholic 
cloth – would have been as bad or 
worse.

Add all of Dyster’s faults to 
Seth’s immaturity, his poor tem-
perament, his bad judgment, his 
willingness to play dirty tricks  – 
all this added to incompetence and 
a habit of coming up with hare 
brained schemes – like paying 
people to live here and painting fire 
hydrants as leprechauns - it would 
have been a recipe for further di-
saster.

Restaino, on the other hand, 
is a real citizen of this city. Not a 
boy. But a man experienced in the 
world.

He can bring us back to where 
we were when the very competent 
Vince Anello was mayor. He can 
take us forward, erasing the terrible 
Dyster years when our population 
went down, but our cost of govern-

ment went soaring up.
The laugh is on Dyster. He 

sold us out time and again, always 
expecting Gov. Cuomo to give 
him some big taxpayer funded job 
when he retired.  And poor Seth – 
his $100,000 plus job at city hall 
is going to end. Dyster created the 
$100,000 jobs at city hall in one of 
the poorest cities in the USA.

In the end, perhaps it was a 
generational thing.  Seth had said 
that senior citizens caused the di-
saster in this city and he was voted 
out by those same senior citizens 
who saw that it was Dyster [and 
Seth] who created the latest and 
biggest disaster - of financial ruin. 

It was those same seniors who 
Seth blamed for the woes of Niaga-
ra Falls, who went to the polls and 
ousted him. 

Albany’s Dyster and his min-
ion, Seth, are now set to leave the 
stage.

The city returns to the people.
This is a good day for Niagara 

Falls.

Mayor Paul Dyster, Community Development Director Seth Piccirillo, City Ad-
ministrator Nick Melson, and others during his last re-election camapign.

Niagara Falls Mayoral Candidate Robert 
M. Restaino who defeated fellow democrat 

Seth Piccirillo in the democratic primary 
election on June 25th, 2019.

End of an Era Cont. from Cover

Three-term Mayor Paul Dyster presided over the waste of over $200 million in 
proceeds from casino revenue with little to nothing to show for it.

The resurgent heavy metal band 
Queensryche which has sold over 
20 million albums worldwide will 
headline this Friday's Rockin' the 
Downs concert at Batavia Downs, 
the second week of the summer 
concert series which  kicked off last 
week with Survivor.

Tickets start at $10 for general 
admission, $25 for VIP, and $50 
for premium seating for the concert 
series that has attracted top name 
attractions for the eight-week run 
which had a spectacular opening last 
week with Survivor. 

The third annual Rockin' the 
Downs concerts are held rain or 
shine with doors opening at 4:30 p. 
m. and live music starting at 5 p. m.

The rest of the lineup for the se-
ries includes Kim Mitchell, Friday, 
July 5; Steve Augeri, Friday, July 
12; Gin Blossoms, Friday, July 19; 
Kenny Wayne Sheperd, Friday, July 
26; Tanya Tucker, Friday, Aug. 2; 
and Theory of a Deadman, Friday, 
Aug. 9.

Henry Wojtaszek, the CEO and 
president of Batavia Downs Gam-
ing, calls Rockin' the Downs the 
"region's premier concert series," 
featuring a lineup of musical icons 
peforming at an affordable event 
within easy driving distance for 
most of the Western New York com-
munity and beyond.      

For information on tickets, 
including season passes, go to www.
BataviaDownsGaming.com. 

Tony Farina

Queensryche 
Headlines Friday 

Concert at 
Batavia Downs
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 500 block of 19th Street in the 
evening hours of Tuesday, June 17th, 2019, after receiving reports 
that a woman, while in a wheelchair, was allegedly exposing herself 
and urinating outside.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 7-Eleven on Hyde Park Blvd. 
in the early morning hours of Wednesday, June 19th, 2019, after 
receiving reports of an attempted robbery. According to reports, the 
suspect walked into the store and demanded that the store employee 
hand him the money while threatening that he had a weapon of some 
sort. Police are continuing to investigate the incident. No one was 
injured. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1700 block of Whitney Avenue 
in the afternoon hours of Thursday, June 20th, 2019, after receiving 
reports that a caged animal had been shot to death. Upon arriving 
at the scene, police discovered that a dog had been shot in the head 
while in its cage. Police are continuing to investigate the incident and 
criminal charges are said to be coming.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to 9th Street in the North End near 
Profit Lane in the early morning hours of Monday, June 24th, 2019, 
after receiving reports of shots fired. According to reports, multiple 

shell casings found but no one was injured as a result of the shooting 
but a vehicle did sustain damage. Police are continuing to investigate 
the incident. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 8700 block of Niagara Falls 
Blvd. in the afternoon hours of Sunday, June 23rd, 2019, after receiv-
ing reports of a disturbance by a female. Upon arriving at the scene, a 
woman was arrested after an incident in the parking lot of the motel. 
Reports indicate that the woman was charged with second-degree 
menacing, second-degree assault and first-degree reckless endanger-
ment. She is accused of chasing people while driving a van, hitting a 
woman and pinning her against a fence. 
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" 

section!!  
 

 Call (716) 990-3677
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Parks Cont.

Cheesecake Cont.

wide selection of cheesecakes for all 
to enjoy. 

“Our cheesecakes are delicious,” 
said Dan Quigley, Co-Owner, “but 
we also have a peanut butter pie, 
mini chocolate cakes and people are 
really enjoying our scones. I had no 
idea people in this area liked scones 
so much.”

Quigley and Jim Fingerlow have 
another cheesecake store in Amherst 
and say they wanted to open here 
because Jim is from the area.

“I wanted to come here because 
this is home for me,” said Finger-
low.

Thanks to a $35,000 grant from 
the Lumber City Development 
Corporation, the owners were able 
to turn this once old laundry repair 
shop into a stylish restaurant. It is 
complete with tables, chairs, kitch-
en equipment and upscale lighting 
fixtures. For local officials it is a 
welcome addition to the neighbor-
hood.

“This is just going to add to 
what has been happening in our 
downtown section,” said Art Pap-
pas, Mayor of North Tonawanda. 
“It is just getting better and better. 
Look what it has done for this one 
neighborhood.”

Officials and residents have 
been anxiously awaiting the open-
ing of the store. For over a year 
the owners have been working to 
opening it. They admit it was not an 
easy task.

“We had to do everything to this 
location; it was completely gutted,” 
said Fingerlow.

The store’s owners held a soft 
opening a few weeks ago and say 
people from all over have been 
stopping in.

“The response has been incred-
ible,” said Fingerlow. “People are 
coming in and really enjoying what 
we are doing.”

Not only helping to beautify the 
area but many say it will help to fill 
a much-needed gap in the area.

“We definitely need some lunch 
places around here and not just plac-
es that serve burgers and wings,” 
said Laura Bernsohn, Planning and 
Development Specialist at Lumber 
City Development Corp.

Just say cheesecake is open 
Monday through Thursday from 
9am to 9pm and on Friday and Sat-
urday from 9am to 10pm. Lunch is 
served from 11am to 3pm Monday 
through Friday.
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