
While he doesn't identify him by 
name, the Buffalo developer who is 
hoping for positive action this week from 
the Niagara Falls City Council on demol-
ishing the former Johnnie Ryan building 
on Niagara St., clearly targeted the city's 
economic development and code enforce-
ment director in a letter to city lawmakers 
for their consideration prior to Wednes-
day's vote.

In an obvious reference to Seth Pic-
cirillo, who blocked the demolition and 
pushed for a landmark designation, Mat-
thew Moscati, president of Buffalo-based 

MATC, Inc., suggested the rules of de-
velopment should not be changed in the 
middle of the game for possible political 
reasons.  Piccirillo is a candidate for may-
or.
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SETH UNDER FIRE
Developer Calls Out Political Motivation In 
Piccirillo's Attempted Landmark Designation

  By:   Tony Farina

No End in Sight to 
Seneca Gaming 

Stalemate
The chances of Niagara Falls and the 

two other Western New York host casino 
cities receiving any money from reve-
nue-sharing payments in the near future 
appear unlikely.  

The Seneca Nation has asked the fed-
eral Department of the Interior to review 
last January's arbitration ruling in favor 
of the state, expressing concern that the 

(Cont. on pg. 3)

  By:   Brendan McDonough

Regulations Coming to 
Public Market; Music

Festival Approved 

A new set of rules could soon be on 
display at the North Tonawanda public 
market. Members of the Common Coun-
cil say they will soon be establishing a 
committee to set specific policies and pro-
cedures for people to follow at the mar-
ket. Councilmembers say there are some 
rules but none of them are on display. The 

(Cont. on pg. 6)
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In his letter, Moscati urged the 
City Council to "consider the best 
interest of other property owners or 
those considering property owner-
ship in Niagara Falls in regards to 
precedent" and not send the wrong 
message on possible development in 
the future.

He urged the council to not be a 
part of actions that change the rules 
of development in the middle of the 
process contrary to the City Charter.

Taking aim at the possible pol-
itics involved in the Johnnie Ryan 
last-minute designation after he had 
completed the permit process, he 
wrote:  

"Whether that process was 

subverted by a public official due to 
good intentions and a responsibil-
ity to represent the vocal minority 
of less than a few dozen citizens; 

or that process was subverted by a 
public official to engender himself 
to a section of the electorate for an 
upcoming election; or that process 
was subverted by a public official 
to undermine one of the develop-
ment opportunities post demolition 
being negotiated for 822 Niagara to 
engender himself to a past political 
contributor who would benefit from 
the investment opportunity prioritiz-
ing that contributor's site over 822 
Niagara."

If the council does not desig-
nate the Johnnie Ryan building as 
a local landmark on Wednesday, as 
appears to be the case based on our 
conversations with three lawmakers 
who plan to vote no, the demolition 
process would go forward under 
court order brought by Niagara 

Falls attorney James Roscetti, who 
represents Moscati.

Council President Andrew 
Touma and Councilmembers Chris 
Voccio and Kenny Tompkins have 
told this newspaper they are op-
posed to the landmark designation 
and will vote no on the request for 
such a designation at Wednesday's 
meeting.

All expressed concern about the 
timing of the landmark designation 
after the process had begun, and 
Voccio urged that, in the future, the 
city's Historic Preservation Com-
mission provide lawmakers with 
a list of potential properties under 
consideration well in advance of 
council action.

Landmark Designation Cont.

Members of the Niagara Falls City Council are expected to vote against the request by Seth 
Piccirillo's Community Development Department to designate the Johninie Ryan Building a 

"landmark."

The Johnnie Ryan Building located at 822 Niagara Street in Niagara Falls, New York. 
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Leadership, Transparency  and 
Teamwork!

 Leadership is what it will take 
to turn our city a round. Our city 
has many challenges and opportu-
nities. 

The solution to our challenges 
and opportunities is LEADERSHIP! 
Our city, now more than ever we 
needs leaders, no more managers 
and no more consultants not a con-
trol board.

Leadership is what it will take 
to get our community ready for the 
future of our families, their families 
and the next generations to come.

Leadership is not complicated. 
You are either a leader, or a follow-
er.. I am that leader

In my experience, Leaders, we 
are not afraid to ask “Why?”

• Leaders solve problems.
• Lead by example.
• Know when to listen and 

when to follow.
• Work together with others to 

accomplish the goals.
• Leaders are not afraid to say, 

“I don’t know, but let me find a way 
to help you.”

• Leaders have vision!  We 
know what the future looks like. 

I believe a great council mem-
ber needs to ask where our city 
going into the future and anticipate 
the needs of our community while 
also working on the issues of today. 
I want to keep looking down the 
tracks to see our city move ahead. 
As a community, we are ready for 

the world stage. 
As many of you are concerned 

of the blight throughout our city,  
I have lived here most of my life 
and having numerous businesses 
on Main St. and Pine Ave. To see 
what we have today is very upset-
ting with so many vacancies on 
both Main and Pine that once was 
a thriving area. One of my goals is 
to try to help bring back these areas 
with mom and pop shops, eateries 
and small business. I can remember 
when Pine Ave and Main Street 
were thriving. We need reasons for 
tourist and local people to come in 
these areas.  

Our Police dept. and Fire dept. 
are the best of the best in our city. 
They are the ones who keep us safe 
and secure. For many years, I have 
and will continue to stand with them 
to support them no matter what. 
Remember it is NOT the population 
of our city, IT IS THE NEED.

 With a family background of 
union members I totally support 
our local and city unions, Local 
91, Local 22, IBEW 237, Teachers 
801, and our Teamsters. We need to 
stand behind our city workers and 
our unions to work with them on 
improvements to our city. 

For years, I have worked on 
numerous budgets from thousands 
of dollars to millions of dollars let 
alone being a business owner, I 
work with figures every single day. 
Just to mention some of my volun-
teer work within our community, I 
have served on Federal Government 
program Weed and Seed as their 
President, Main Street Business 

Assoc., Hyde Park Business Assoc., 
Niagara Falls Block Club Assoc. 
Niagara Falls Board of Assess-
ments, Kiwanis International, NY 
State Governor, many more along 
with being a business and property 
owner in our city.  Attending many 
council meetings and speaking out 
on issues, my knowledge is pret-
ty darn good. I want to share this 
knowledge with our city to improve 
our quality of life. 

TRANSPARENCY
 Absolutely we need trans-

parency. We need COMPLETE 
communication; we need to hold 
city government accountable for 
their actions and decisions. By not 
having transparency in this and past 
administrations, it has put a bur-
den on residents, the taxpayers and 
businesses. 

Lack of accountability and 
communication between our city 
administration and City Council has 
been absurd. WE need to bond with 
and include our surrounding com-
munities.  

Someone needs to step up that 
is familiar with our city, under-
stands many of what are needs are 
and knows Leadership. Not afraid 
to ask questions and obtain correct 

answers will improve our quality of 
life. It will help stabilize our com-
munity, improve the housing and 
neighborhoods, I am not afraid to 
confront anyone that is not doing 
their job.

Our public has lost the trust and 
respect in our city government. It 
has to be on HONESTY, Commit-
ment to the public to gain our trust 
back. 

Once we accomplish this we 
will have a city Mayor, adminis-
tration and council that will work 
together to make any improvements 
we desperately need. 

Friends, Neighbors –We are 
ready! In addition, if you would like 
a meeting within your neighborhood 
that would be awesome, we are 
ready, we are excited, and we are 
reporting for duty!

 REMEMBER: Opportunity to 
Ballot at our primary elections June 
25, 2019

For the following parties: 
INDEPENDENT, WORKING 

FAMILY and the GREEN PARTY 
Lines Please write in: 

CANDACE J. CORSARO
Let us make a difference togeth-

er and thank you all for the support.

City Council 
Candidate Candace Corsaro

Endorsement 
for Villardo

Stalemate Cont. 

CORSARO: Leadership, Transparency & Teamwork

panel in effect rewrote the 2002 
gaming compact by continuing 
payments past 2016 and fixing the 
shared amount at 25 percent of slot 
proceeds going forward, a number 
the Senecas apparently believe is 
too high.

In April, the arbitration panel 
ordered the Senecas to pay the state 
$255 million in back payments 
dating to 2017 but not a dime of that 
money has flowed to the state and 
none appears to be coming anytime 
soon.

Niagara Falls Mayor Paul Dys-
ter and the other host cities are feel-
ing the pinch, and it could get a lot 
worse as even if the Senecas strike 
out with the Interior Department 
review, a federal court challenge 
under the Indian Gaming Regulato-
ry Act is seen as likely by sources 
close to the Senecas.  

Meanwhile the host cities are 
left wondering how they are going 
to make do going forward without 
the casino payments, which had 

been plugged into their spending 
plans for 2019.

Lame duck Niagara Falls Mayor 
Paul Dyster is looking to Albany in 
the face of the continuing gaming 
stalemate, but how will the state 
cover the shortfalls in Niagara Falls, 
Buffalo, and Salamanca if there's no 
settlement this year?

Niagara Falls, which has used 
casino cash as budget filler for the 
last several years against the advice 
of the state comptroller, is now wor-
ried about the $12 million pledged 
by the state if needed to cover latest 

budget shortfall created by the stale-
mate.  The future of the payments 
remains in doubt as of this writing.

What seems likely is some kind 
of compromise possibility on the 
revenue sharing payments if the 
Senecas continue to believe they 
have been wronged by the terms of 
the compact.  But how much of a 
compromise, and when?  Right now, 
it is pure guesswork, and nobody 
really knows what's going to hap-
pen.  Will it be blackjack for the 
host cities or a bust?

Stay tuned.                   

Two-term Niagara Falls School 
Board member Ron Barstys is asking 
voters to support Nick Vilardo for a 
fourth term on the board, calling him 
a valued public servant who goes 
above and beyond what is expected 
of him.

"As a former fire chief responsi-
ble for school safety ad inspections, 
Mr. Vilardo offers the board a unique 
perspective and expertise, especially 
when it comes to capital projects," 
according to Barstys.  "His expe-
rience and acumen in this area hve 
been invaluable when we are plan-
ning discussions with architects, en-
gineers, and construction managers."

We ask citizens to make it to the 
polls for the school board elections 
which will be held Tuesday, May 
21st, 2019. 
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police and Medical responded to a fight / stabbing on the 400 block 
of 4th Street in the early morning hours of Tuesday, May 7th, 2019. According to 
reports, one person was transported to a hospital after she was stabbed during a 
fight. She also suffered an injury and laceration to her head. The injuries were not 
life-threatening. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to a two-vehicle motor vehicle accident resulting 
in an arrest for a DWI in the early morning hours of Tuesday, May 7th, 2019 at 
57th and Buffalo Avenue. According to reports, one person was placed in police 
custody after striking another vehicle with a child in it. He also knocked over three 
street signs and damaged two utility poles. The individual in custody tried to flee 
the scene unsuccessfully. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to Jordan Gardens in the early morning hours 
of Tuesday, May 7th, 2019, for an armed robbery. According to reports, a victim 
stated that three makes held him at gunpoint demanding money. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to reports of shots fired in the morning hours of 
Tuesday, May 7th, 2019, on the 1700 block of 22nd Street. According to reports, 
at least one bullet went through a window of an occupied home. No injuries were 
reported.
-Niagara Falls Police, Medical and Fire responded to the 400 block of 23rd 
Street in the evening hours of Tuesday, May 7th, 2019, after reports of an assault. 
According to reports, a 10-year-old girl was punched in the chest and was having 
severe problems breathing.  
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1700 block of Whitney Avenue in the early 
mornng hours of Thursday, May 9th, 2019, after reports of shots fired. According 
to reports, eight shots were fired by an unidentified individual into a home. No 
injuries were reported but property damage was sustained.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to a report of a robbery on 1900 block of Walnut 
Avenue in the evening hours of Saturday, May 11th, 2019. According to reports, 
an 8-year-old girl was jumped by two teenage males wearing red hoodies. The 
suspect is said to have gotten away with $8. The injuries sustained were not 
life-threatening. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to a home on Porter Road in the late afternoon 
hours of Saturday, May 11th, 2019, after reports of criminal mischief.  According 
to reports, four people were arrested after drugs, a crack pipe and alleged stolen 
property was found in the vehicle they were driving. Police pulled over the vehicle 
on Porter Road near Hyde Park after receiving reports that the vehicle was in-
volved in an unknown crime.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to 18th and Willow Avenue in the late evening 
hours of May 11th, 2019, after reports of shots fired. According to reports, one 
vehicle sustained damage from being hit by a bullet.
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" 

section!!  
 

 Call (716) 990-3677
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decision to set up a committee came 
after a meeting with vendors and 
hearing the concerns that they had. 

“We had a vendor market 
meeting a while back and one of 
the issues was that there was no set 
rules and regulations of any sort,” 
said Matt Perish, Clerk-Treasurer.

Perish says the rules and policies 
will be based on other city markets. 
He says they looked at the “Roch-
ester Public Market” and said they 
are modeling it off the policies and 
procedures they have in place.

“I had a meeting with the ven-
dors about a year and a half ago and 
their complaint was the lack of rules 
and regulations,” said Donna Braun, 
Second Ward Alderman. “They also 
would like to see different improve-
ments made at the market.”

Last summer members of the 
Common Council banned people 
from bringing dogs and other pets 
to the market. However, people 
still bring them and members of 
the Council are hoping with better 
signs people will not only follow the 

policies but learn more about what 
is and is not allowed.

The motion to form the commit-
tee was passed by the council. It has 
not been decided who will be on the 
committee or what other rules and 
policies they will be developing.

Also passed was a motion to 
have a County Music Festival in 
North Tonawanda. It will be the first 
time the City has had an event like 
this. 

For those of you following, 
getting the City to hold the event 
has not been an easy feat. At first 
promoters wanted to have a three 
day event, but after much discussion 
it was moved down to a two day 
event.  

Also at issue was the number 
of people potentially sleeping at 
Gratwick Park and paying for police 
presence at the event. Ultimately, 
members of the Common Council 
passed the resolution. The Music 
Festival will be held August 10th 
and 11th.

Common Council Cont.
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