
Mayoral candidate Seth Piccirillo is heir ap-
parent to Mayor Paul Dyster and, if you like what 

Dyster has done for the city, you’ll love what Seth 
is going to do.

He seems ready to continue Dyster’s long-
standing policy of selling out the city to Albany in-
terests while taking care locally of friends, family 
and supporters.

A perfect example is how Seth allowed a 
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SETH GETS CAUGHT
Council Chairman confirms Piccirillo had no 
authority to approve giving home to supporter

Stronger Working 
Together

In recent years we have all watched as 
government officials, at every level of gov-
ernment, fail to collaborate with one another 
because of political affiliations or vendettas.  
Niagara Falls has seen its share of City Hall 
officials that fail to work with governmental 
partners and neighboring towns to the detri-
ment of city taxpayers. For too long we have 
seen city officials ignore opportunities to 
collaborate with other levels of government 

(Cont. on pg. 2)

  By:   Brendan McDonough

Rollout for 'Slow Roll' 
Event Idea Criticized 
by Common Council

The “Slow Roll” is a bike ride set 
to take place this summer and Alder-
man-at-Large Bob Pecoraro is up in 
arms.

Rather than hearing about the event 
from his fellow alderman on the Com-
mon Council, he had to read about it in 

(Cont. on pg. 6)
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because of petty political differenc-
es involving elected officials and/or 
department heads or because of City 
Hall’s desire to maintain control over 
a project from start to finish. For too 
long now Niagara Falls has cut itself 
off from the rest of the county and City 
Hall has placed the burden on all of us 
to support its antiquated view of how 
local government should function. For 
decades Niagara Falls has separated 
itself from its neighbors either unable 
or unwilling to cooperate in projects 
because of political bickering and now 
pushing the city to the brink of fiscal 
disaster.  As your mayor I can assure 
you that this petty political nonsense 
will not interfere with decisions our 
city will need to bring back fiscal 
stability.

We live in an extremely compet-
itive economic environment and it is 
terribly short sighted to neglect op-
portunities to maximize our resources 
through collaborative engagement 
with Niagara County, the Niagara 
Falls School District, the Niagara Falls 
Housing Authority, the Niagara Falls 
Water Board and the Niagara Falls 
Bridge Commission.  Earlier in 2018, 
a fellow member of the Niagara Falls 
School Board asked that we convene a 

joint session of the School Board and 
the City Council to discuss the issues 
of mutual importance to both. At that 
meeting I requested our administrative 
staff, under the direction of our School 
Superintendent, to work with their 
respective counterparts in City Hall to 
find areas where we could work togeth-
er in service delivery to city taxpayers 
and I requested monthly updates on 
our progress. Unfortunately, to date no 
progress has been made, despite the 
fact that school district personnel have 
presented possible alternatives. Also 
while the school district has provided 
funding for additional safety officers to 
be stationed in our schools, adding to 
the level of city law enforcement, that 
isn’t a cost saving cooperative govern-
ment project but rather a purchase of 
services by one city government entity 
from another. With a bit of ingenuity 
and trust we can make changes to the 
way we deliver services in our city 
while helping to avoid duplication of 
effort and expense.

Regions that are expanding and 
developing have learned the lesson 
that working together we can achieve 
more than simply “going it alone”. By 
advancing opportunities to work col-
laboratively with these governmental 
agencies, we can provide cost effective 
government.  Working with our neigh-

boring communities we can establish 
meaningful opportunities for develop-
ment and job creation for the greater 
Niagara Falls region. By cooperating 
with our neighboring localities and 
governmental partners Niagara Falls 
can lead the growth of Western Niagara 
County.  To achieve this goal we will 
need to commit ourselves to rejecting 
the old days of political division and 
recognize that there isn’t a Republican 
answer or a Democrat answer, there is 
only the right answer for Niagara Falls.

This will require a mayor who can 
put the partisanship “on the shelf” for 
the benefit of the residents of Niag-
ara Falls, a mayor that has proven a 
willingness to work with and for all 
individuals regardless of political 
party. In my private practice and public 
service I have measured my commit-
ment not by political affiliation of the 
person or group but rather by what is 
right or by the good that it will bring to 
the community. I can assure you as the 
mayor of Niagara Falls I will continue 
to assess efforts to improve our com-
munity on those same terms and work 
toward bringing growth and prosperity 
to our City. So many of the challenges 
the city faces today, are a product of 
government that elevates politics over 
progress. In order to bring the change 
we need it’s important to focus on a 

better way to govern.  Working togeth-
er with our neighboring communities 
and government partners we can set a 
new course for Niagara Falls, I know 
that I am committed to that task and 
ready to bring a brighter future to our 
city.   

supporter to wind up with a valuable house 
without bothering the council about it – as 
required by law.

Readers of the Reporter know some of 
the story:

Ryan Cali and Mathew Melcher pur-
chased 424 Memorial Parkway from the 
City of Niagara Falls for $1,000 in 2017. 
The house is assessed for $48,000.  It was 
a giveaway price, sure, but because the 
couple promised to fix the house and live in 
it, the council approved the sale.

Cali and Melcher got the house on one 
condition: That they fix it up and move 
into it. If not, the house had to be deeded 
back to the city. This is called a “reverter 
clause”. The house reverts back to the city 
if the couple didn’t fulfill the terms of their 
agreement.

Cali told the Reporter she and Melcher 
tried to fix the house, but things happened.

“We had big plans at the time for that 
home,” she said. She and Melcher cleaned 
the house and removed “pee-soaked 
carpets” and “got the house inspected. We 
hired a contractor. We designed blueprints. 
And then we broke up.”

Cali and Melcher – who never moved 
in - sold the house to neighbor Karen Mock 
for $10,000.

This was in violation of the agreement 
with the city. But one cannot entirely blame 
Cali and Melcher.  They knew they had a 
contract that required them to fix the house 
and live in it or deed it back to the city. But 
they went to Seth Piccirillo, community 
development director and acting head of 
code enforcement.

For some reason, Piccirillo told Cali 
and Melcher they could sell the house – he 
would approve it – without them giving 
it back to the city, provided they sold it to 
Karen Mock.

Mock, a realtor, is one of Seth’s sup-
porters and a member of Mayor Dyster’s 
Healthy Community Committee.

Cali said, “We went to Seth and 
begged Seth to consider an extenuating 
circumstance on our behalf. He said, ‘Yes,’ 
he would do that for us. So he allowed us 
to sell the house to Karen. Karen … knew 
that she would never be able to get it” 

without Seth.
Piccirillo approved the transfer and 

Mock got a house without competitive 
bidding. Some say the house is worth at 
least $30,000.

Mock, who was not planning to live in 
the house, already owns a home across the 
street as well as other properties. At least 
one of her properties on the street she got 
from the city for $500.

One neighbor said, with Seth’s help, 
“she's treating the neighborhood like a 
Monopoly board.”

Mock said she wanted to buy the 
house for her son to live in. But even after 
getting the house, no one moved in.  It 
remains vacant.

All of this slippery dealing would have 
slipped under the radar and Mock would 
have gotten a sweetheart price for the 
home but things got botched up when the 
Memorial Parkway Block Club found out 
about the hazy deal and made complaints 
with state and federal officials asking them 
to investigate “irregularities” in Seth’s 
handling of the property.

The Buffalo News and the Niagara Re-
porter found out and reported it, which left 
Seth – in the middle of a mayoral campaign 
– scrambling to explain.

Seth quickly shifted gears, saying 
he now wanted the city to buy back the 
property from Mock and to use taxpayer 
money to reimburse Mock for the $10,000 
purchase he approved.

In other words, the city sold the prop-
erty for $1,000 and he wants taxpayers to 
pay Mock $10,000.

So whose fault is it anyway?  The 
Reporter asked Cali if she misled Mock in 
any way?

She said, “No, [Seth] gave us the green 
light.”

Cali said she didn’t know it wasn't up 
to Seth to approve the sale to Mock and 
that by law he was required to go to the 
Council for approval.

According to one neighbor, the 5-bed-
rrom, 3,100 square foot home is worth 
more than the $10,000 Mock paid for it.

The neighbor said, “Though they 
are boarded up, the windows are in good 
condition. That house is in good shape 
structurally. There is a half bath in the 
basement, a full bath on the second floor 

and a full bath in the finished attic.  Then 
there's the garage. Servants used to live in 
two bays in the garage.  There is a mural 
painted on the wall going up the stairs, and 
it's got a fireplace with a mirror and copper 
on the sides. There are wall sconces in the 
basement. That's where the doctor who 
used to live there had offices. The base-
ment is completely finished. There's a bar 
down there.”

Seth has declined to be interviewed 
by the Reporter.  He did issue a lengthy 
written statement explaining everything 
about the sale of the property except why 
he approved the sale to a supporter.

“From day one, we have tried to give 
the community what they are looking for,” 
he said. “In fact, we have went above and 
beyond. It has been a complicated process, 
but as always, we remain committed to 
seeing this house renovated,” he wrote.

The Reporter agrees with Seth on one 
point: He did go “above and beyond” -- the 
law – and it became “complicated” after 
Seth broke the rules.

Seth goes on to admit that in four 
other cases, properties may have been sold 
illegally.

“NFCD…. has dealt with similar situa-
tions in the past,” he wrote in his statement 
and gave information about what seems to 
be suspicious sales on Ferry Avenue and 
McKoon where transfers of city property 
occurred – he claims – because of hardship 
– but does not say whether he got council 
approval to make the transfers.

Seth concludes by saying, “no process-
es were violated.”

Council Chairman Andrew Touma 
disagrees.

“It’s always supposed to go back to 
Council if there is a change in ownership,” 
Touma said. “If things didn’t go well with 
that particular bidder [Cali and Melcher], 
it’s supposed to revert back to the city so 
the council makes a decision on who the 
new owner should be. It’s just a matter that 
it should have gone back to Council and it 
didn’t.”

Of Seth’s violation of the law, Touma 
put it kindly: “He made a mistake. He 
didn’t go through the proper protocol and 
he needs to. The council is going to make 
sure that we make this right.”

But what is right?

On April 30th, Piccirillo wants the 
City Council to vote to pay Mock $10,000 
to buy back the house the city originally 
sold for $1,000. Councilman Kenny Thom-
kins said that is not going to happen.

“There is not one councilmember 
willing to vote to buy the property back for 
$10,000 or at any price. We are going to 
consult with legal counsel.”

Meantime, the Memorial Parkway 
Block Club sent complaints to the State 
Comptroller’s Office and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
demanding an investigation into Piccirillo’s 
“inconsistencies.”

A member of the block club said they 
also plan to send a letter to New York State 
Attorney General.

In the interest of full disclosure, this 
is not the first time Seth arranged to help 
Mock.

In 2016, he persuaded the council to 
approve selling her a city-owned Chilton 
Avenue apartment house for only $500. 
The Chilton Ave. property had an assessed 
value of $37,260.

Ron Anderluh, of the Niagara Street 
Area Business Association, characterized 
the price as “very, very low” at the time.

Mock sat on the subcommittee of 
Mayor Dyster’s Healthy Community Com-
mittee at the time and Piccirillo argued that 
it was natural that someone on Dyster’s 
committee should get the house.

“It doesn’t surprise me that someone 
involved in the group was interested in 
that vacant property,” he said. “But I don’t 
think there’s a headline —member gets 
a sweetheart deal — that’s really not the 
case.”

Still block club members say it’s 
suspicious.

“It's like, well, you get on the com-
mittee, maybe you'll get something. This 
is very suspect, you know, to compensate. 
Volunteers are supposed to be volunteer-
ing, without compensation,” a block club 
member told the reporter.

And now, it seems, the Block Club has 
had enough of Seth’s “irregular” dealings.

 “We would appreciate your investi-
gation into this matter,” the Block Club 
wrote to authorities at HUD and the State 
Comptroller’s Office.

Stronger Together Cont.

Robert M. Restaino, Candidate for 
Mayor of Niagara Falls.

Corruption Cont.
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Buoyed by a strong turnout of 
over 200 people at a recent fund-
raiser for council, candidate John 
Spanbauer, Niagara Falls Republi-
can City Chairman Bill Carroll says 
the GOP appears poised to answer 
the call for new leadership when 
voters go to the polls in November 
with two seats on the ballot.

"I'm very optimistic," says Car-
roll, obviously energized by the big 
showing of support for Spanbauer at 
last Thursday's event at the Amer-
ican Legion Hall on Buffalo Ave.  
"People are looking for conservative 
financial leadership as the city faces 
numerous challenges, and our can-
didates will carry that message."

Carroll says the current admin-
istration has ignored calls to stop 
using casino money to balance the 
city's books and now that the casino 
cash has dried up, "we've reached 
the breaking point and our credit-
worthiness is in the toilet."

The city's bond rating has con-
tinued to drop due to the loss of the 
casino revenue sharing payments 
to the state, which ended in 2017.  
Despite a recent arbitration panel's 
order to the Seneca Nation to pay 

the state more $255 million to catch 
up, as we reported last week, it 
appears the Senecas may continue 
to challenge the ruling, saying it 
violates federal law.

Carroll warns as the gaming 
fight continues, the city's fiscal cri-
sis is growing and says the possible 
continuation of the gaming standoff 
coupled with the $12.2 million loan 
from the state the city used to bal-
ance this year's budget means "we 
could be $22 million upside down 
next year," adding it is time for new 
leadership at the local level.

Spanbauer, a former adminis-
trator at Niagara University and a 
college professor, is making his first 
run for public office and said in his 
announcement last month that his 
goal as a city lawmaker would be to 
focus on fiscal responsibility both in 
expenditures and revenues.

Spanbauer is one of three Re-
publicans seeking to represent the 
party in the race for the two open 
council seats.  He will compete 
against incumbent Kenneth Tomp-
kins and Candace Corsaro in the 
June 25 GOP primary for the right 
to face Democrats Alicia Kenyon 
and Donta Myles in November.  

Republican Chairman Carroll 

says he is confident the GOP will 
raise the money to carry the fight 
to the Democrats in November and 
possibly take control of the council 
which currently is held by Demo-
crats by a 3 - 2 margin.   

"The two Democrats are closely 
tied with the existing leadership," 
says Carroll, "and we need new 
leadership to help Niagara Falls 
move forward.  Our candidates will 
bring new ideas to city government, 
and I'm confident voters are ready 
for a change."

Carroll praised his candidates, 
adding that Tompkins will receive 
the DeWitt Clinton award on May 1 

from the Grand Lodge of New York, 
Order of Masons, "for demonstrat-
ing exceptional voluntary service 
to the community."  The award is 
given annually to a non-Mason who 
is worthy of the honor.

The race for mayor could likely 
be decided in the June Democrat-
ic primary as former City Judge 
Robert Restaino goes head-to-head 
against Seth Piccirillo, the city's 
community development director 
under outgoing Mayor Paul Dys-
ter.  Former councilmember Glenn 
Choolokian will carry the GOP flag 
in November, although most experts 
regard him as a longshot at best.

When Fran Met Tim

The then-incumbent Democrat 
Francine Delmonte had run against and 
defeated Republican Town of Wheat-
field Supervisor Timothy Demler in 
the 138th Assembly Race of 2002.  But 
when the votes were officially counted, 
both were upset with me, each having 
thought that I had voted for the other, 
and for the next few months I no longer 
counted to either. Seventeen years later, 
with the mayoral race of 2019, I think 
that I might find myself in a similar 
predicament.

In the Delmonte-Demler race, I 

complained to then-Senator George 
Maziarz that I generally am not partic-
ularly a fan of the Democrat’s politics, 
but Delmonte always returns my calls; 
and while I like Demler’s politics, he 
never returns any. Maziarz responded, 
“Don’t worry, he never returns mine 
either!” Because I personally liked 
each a lot, when I went into the polls 
I couldn’t choose between them and 
skipped voting for either. Now I fear 
that 2002 will replay itself in terms of 
the mayoral race where the four poten-
tial candidates, all of which are desir-
able, and of all I believe I could easily 
work to get good things done.

They are, in alphabetical order, for-
mer City Councilman Glenn Chooloki-
an, Community Development Director 
Seth Piccirillo, and Board of Education 
member attorney Robert Restaino.  
And there is also what is politically 
considered to be a dark horse in the 
race: independently-running candidate 
and African-American, USAF veteran 
Jeffrey Elders.

 
A Band of Associates

After a meeting with then-Council-
man Choolokian, he was quickly able 
to get north Main Street designated as 
an Entertainment Zone with enhanced 
inspection powers to clean the area in 
preparation of developers exploring the 

placement of a National Comedy Hall 
of Fame.  

Likewise, years after the suc-
cess with the Legends Park project, I 
met with Piccirillo to discuss taking 
the planned inline hockey rink from 
Legends and making a full-scale skate 
board park in the Hyde Park-area. I 
was amazed at how quickly he got the 
job done.

And when I introduced the concept 
of an “International” theme for the 
Kalfas Magnet School, board member 
Restaino asked the only affirming ques-
tion about it.  The program is effective-
ly moving forward.

Elders’ Method to “Make it Hap-
pen”

Elders, whom like myself, is a 
veteran, which I like. His campaign in-
dicates that he is a nuance-thinker. But 
his independent campaign and the like-
lihood of establishing his own party are 
usually considered a fool’s errand and 
is almost impossible to make happen. 

Elders’ text message response to 
my request for a statement simply said 
that, “I have told your representatives 
that I have no comments at this time. 
When the time comes I will let you 
know.” I thanked him for it, and then 
did some additional research.

There is a provision in NYS 
Election Law found at: https://www.

elections.ny.gov/RunningOffice.html 
for running independent petitions after 
the deadline for established party peti-
tions. In brief, the site says, “To run for 
office on a line other than an official 
party line, one must file an independent 
nominating petition. (…) Any regis-
tered voter who has not already signed 
a designating petition, and who is 
qualified to vote for an office, may sign 
an independent nominating petition for 
that office.”

I am not sure whose political race 
Elders’ run will hurt or help the most; 
or if by some fluke of nature he can 
actually win. Both Presidents Carter 
and Trump proves that miracles hap-
pen.  Nonetheless, he adds even more 
interest to an already series of interest-
ing races; and if successful in getting 
the prerequisite number of signatures, 
Elders at least assures himself of being 
somewhere on the ballot. His race is 
likely a future template of more to 
come. 

And Then There Were Four? 
 
Seemingly, at the very least, the 

race to captain the Titanic is now full 
speed ahead. Now I wonder how Fran 
and Tim are getting along 17-years 
later. I still like both of them. What a 
predicament!

Niagara Falls GOP Chairman Says City Needs New Leadership

Ken Hamilton

NIAGARA MAYORAL RACE 
And Then Jeffrey Elders Makes Four?

Tony Farina
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The iconic Como Restaurant on 
Pine Ave. in Niagara Falls, founded 
in 1927 by Frank Antonacci, is still 
serving up the outstanding old-
world Italian cuisine that has made 
it famous, and guests from near and 
far stop by to enjoy a meal and the 
warm and friendly service that goes 
with it, courtesy of the Antonacci 
and Colucci families who still treat 
guests like visiting royalty.

The Como, at 2220 Pine Ave., 
recently expanded its brand with a 
new deli on Center Street in Lew-

iston which opened last month and 
is packing them in, according to 
Dominic Colucci , Jr., who along 
with his son Dominic III and Louis 
Antonacci have helped the little 
gem get off to a terrific start.

But while the new deli and its 
adjacent patio are drawing rave 
reviews, the original Como is still a 
favorite for many locals and out-
of-town guests as the tourist season 
begins to unwind.  We want to just 
mention a few of the special events 
that are coming up at the "old" 
Como on Pine Ave.

Let's start with the man known 
for singing Sinatra throughout the 
area, the well-known and popular 
Jack Civiletto who will be perform-
ing at the Como on Friday, May 3, 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  For fans of 
old Blue Eyes, and there are many 
of us still around, it will be a terrif-
ic way to remember our youth as 
only a Sinatra song can do.  Just ask 
Mario and Frank Antonacci!  Stop 
in the bar and enjoy the stories these 
two could tell you about Sinatra, 

Niagara Falls, or just about anything 
else you want to talk about at the 
Como bar.

Next, of course, is Mother's 
Day on May 12 when you can take 
mom to brunch at the Como and 
follow that up later with dinner with 
family and friends, a Mother's Day 
to remember.  All of this, of course, 
comes with great appetizers, soups, 
sauce, and whatever else you might 
fancy in the food department.

And of course, for the wine 
lovers, there's the Wine & Soppres-
sata night on May 15 beginning at 6 
p.m., where the winning homemade 
wine makers will be honored with 
trophies after the contest is judged.

All this and spaghetti and meat-
balls, too.  How can a hungry soul, 
Italian or not, pass up these special 
events as part of the Como experi-
ence in the coming season? A world 
where elegance and fine dining is 
still number one on the menu!

I'll probably see you there as 
this reporter has a fondness for fine 
Italian food from eating my moth-

er's cooking for so long.  She was 
the best, of course, but the Como 
serves up a tasty dish that warms 
the heart and satisfies the palate.  
Lest I forget, there's also a Como at 
the Airport if you're looking for the 
traditional charm of the Como in 
LaSalle!

Good dining to all!

Como Offering Up More Than Just Great Italian Food
Tony Farina
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" 

section!!  
 

 Call (716) 990-3677



6

NIAGARA REPORTER APRIL 24, 2018 - APRIL 30, 2019

the newspaper.
“We need to hear about these 

things before we read about them in 
the newspaper,” said Pecoraro.

Alderman-at-Large Austin 
Tylec, along with Common Coun-
cil candidate Edward Smolinski, 
sent out a press release announcing 
plans to have the event on August 
31st, 2019. However, neither Tylec 
or Smolinski had received approv-
al from the City for the event or 
worked out the details of who is 
going to pay for police presence to 
help ensure biker safety.

“We want to make sure we 
have this event as successful as 
possible,” said Pecoraro. “When 
Tonawanda did their’s last year, 
they had over two thousand bike 
riders and we have to make sure 
that whatever we do in our City is 
not only successful, but safe.”

A group called “Go-Bike” that 
organizes the Slow Roll first ap-
proached members of the North 
Tonawanda Common Council 
about holding an event in the spring 
of 2018. At that time the Police 
Chief recommended lawmakers 
only approve the event if two 
things happen. First, if the route is 

cleared by the Police Department. 
Second, that the group agrees to 
reimburse the Police Department 
for overtime expenses necessary to 
have officers working the route. 

The event was not held last year 
because the group was not able to 
work out an agreement with the 
City.

Tylec says it would cost about 
Three Hundred and Fifty Dollars 
($350.00) for police presence at 
the event. He says the “Slow Roll” 
sponsors are prepared to pay that 
amount.

Also called into question is 
why no vendors or food trucks are 
planned to be at the event.

“If we were to do this, why 
would we potentially not try and 
make some money off of it and 
invite vendors,” said City Clerk 
/ Treasurer Matt Parish. “I know 
with two thousand people they are 
going to want to do other things 
besides just hop on a bike and ride. 
In fact, I was at the last one held in 
Tonawanda and they had all sorts 
of things happening.”

But Tylec says that is not the 
purpose of the event.

“It is just supposed to be a 

pretty relaxed event and if vendors 
want to show up than they can,” 
said Tylec.

Second Ward Alderman Donna 
Braun agreed more respect should 
have been given to members of the 
Council about the event before they 
read about it in the newspaper.

“As a Council person, if I were 
to sponsor an event that would 
require police presence, out of 
respect to the Council, I would put 

in a letter of approval just to make 
sure everyone was aware of what 
we were doing,” said Braun. “I 
don’t have a problem with the Bike 
Roll. I just think that it would be 
something out of respect to the rest 
of the Council that a letter would 
be put in.”

Members of the Common 
Council agreed to talk more about 
the event at the next workshop.

Slow Roll Cont.
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Mark Swogier is now the 
new goodwill ambassador for 
North Tonawanda. He is best 
known for performing his ac-
cordian at the City Market.

 This week Swogier has 
presented a certificate from 
members of the Common 
Council. After being named 
the goodwill ambassador Swo-
gier played “God Bless Ameri-
ca” on his harmonica. 

Swogier is a native of 
North Tonawanda and was 
actually one of Mayor Art 
Pappas’s students when he was 
a teacher. For City Officials 
there is one better than Swogi-
er to represent the City.

“I think back to when he 
was sitting in my 6th grade 
class and he had that same 
smile on his face and the same 

goodwill attitude towards his 
classmates, was always very 
friendly. Once in a while I had 
to remind him to get his work 
in but I never remember him 
having a problem with class-
mates. He got along so well 
with everyone and he has not 
changed, I was a little sur-
prised to learn he played the 
accordian,” said Pappas.

As the City Ambassador 
Swogier could be called upon 
to attend some City events and 
related events. For him it’s 
something he is proud of.

“I am very proud, I am very 
honored, I am very thrilled, 
I am very excited. I am so 
blessed for this great country 
of ours and the City of North 
Tonawanda,” said Swogier.

Swogier can be seen 
weekends at the City Market 
spreading his good cheer.

Swogier Recognized 
by Common Council

  By:    Brendan McDonough




