
In the upcoming election for mayor of 
Niagara Falls, there will be at least four 

candidates. They are Robert Restaino, 
Seth Piccirillo, Ezra Scott and Glenn 
Choolokian.

City Attorney Luke Brown could 
soon be learning more about the pros and 
cons of legalizing marijuana after being 
tapped by the North Tonawanda Com-
mon Council to sit on an ad hoc advisory 
board designed to see whether or not it 
should come to the Twin Cities. 

The committee was formed by newly 
appointed 7th District Legislator Jesse 
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Piccirillo & Scott Cont.
Choolokian is running on the 

Republican line. The other three are 
Democrats. And will square off in 
the Democratic Primary which will 
be held in June.

One name absent from the field 
is the present mayor, Paul Dyster. 
For the last 11 years he has led 
Niagara Falls to the position it now 
occupies in the van of cities: Dead 
last.

Two of the candidates seem 
eager to keep Dyster’s legacy alive. 
They are Seth Piccirillo and Ezra 
Scott.

Ezra decided to run for council 
four years ago campaigning as an 
independent voice for the council. 
Since he became councilman, he 
has never voted against any Dyster 
initiative.

Some people would call him 
Dyster’s flunkey. But that is not fair. 
Ezra has had so little experience in, 
or knowledge about government 
that naturally he turned to Dyster to 
explain to him how to vote.

Ezra voted for Dyster’s mega 
tax and spend budgets that resulted 

in a $13 million annual deficit.
With taxpayers leaving town in 

droves, it is not clear who is left to 
pay for the most expensive Niagara 
Falls government in history and one 
of the costliest governments for a 
city its size in the world.

Then there is Seth Piccirillo. Ev-
eryone who supports Dyster – from 
high paid city employees to city 
union workers whose contracts are 
up for negotiation - and their fami-
lies - know enough to vote for Seth.  
He can be counted on to take care of 
government employees who vote.

This is the same formula Dyster 
used to win two elections.  Get the 
government workers.

It worked because there is low 
voter turnout in Niagara Falls. The 
city government employees actually 
swing the elections.

The general public – those who 
have seen the extraordinary decline 
of the city during the last 11 years 
- might not realize Seth is Dyster’s 
handpicked successor. But he is.

We get angry emails from 
people who say the Reporter lies 

because Dyster has not officially 
endorsed Seth yet we say he has 
endorsed him.

Seth has a strategy in keeping 
Dyster’s support close to the vest. 
He tells people who don’t work 
for the city that he is independent 
and tells city employees and their 
families he will continue the Dyster 
policy of ensuring they continue to 
make the highest taxpayer funded 
salaries of any small city in Ameri-
ca.

In 2012, Seth was appointed by 
Dyster as director of community de-
velopment. During the last 7 years 
the city has developed into what it 
has become today – the poorest city 
in the state, the highest taxed city 
in the state, with the highest crime 
rate, and the fastest shrinking pop-
ulation -- despite having 8 million 
tourists per year and the greatest 
natural hydropower in the world.

This year, Dyster moved Seth 
from Community Development to 
Acting Director of Code Enforce-
ment – so he could legally run for 
mayor. That seems like an endorse-

ment to us.
From what we can tell, Seth is 

merely a cooler version of Mayor 
Dyster.

In fact, Dyster said, “It is no 
secret that our energetic and creative 
Community Development director, 
Seth Piccirillo, has gained a reputa-
tion for being on the cutting edge. 
The Department is very active on 
social media, and some people have 
even started referring to CD Di-
rector Piccirillo as ‘the Director of 
Cool.’ So I thought you might like 
to see this ‘cool’ video that CD put 
together to highlight some of the 
changes going on in our communi-
ty.”

Changes going on in our com-
munity?The community is in ruins.

Instead of actually fixing houses 
and developing the community, Seth 
makes taxpayer-funded videos and 
is big on social media.

The secret of guys like Seth 
and Dyster is that they think that 
government can fix the problems. It 
never works but it gets them elected.

How cool is that?
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There's a very nice-sounding and 
old Chinese curse that says, "May you 
live in interesting times," and these are 
certainly interesting times.

The indominable Obama-like City 
Councilman Ezra Scott has apparently 
decided to publicly remain coy about 
his all but imminent run for mayor of

that is Niagara Falls NY. It is the 
quietest that he has been since he de-
cided to run for council four years ago; 
and certainly quieter than a candidate 
should be at this point in the game, 
with an early petitioning date approach-
ing like a New York City taxicab.

In a text message to me, Scott 

wrote, "You know that I have much 
love and respect for you. But before I 
do any interviews my preference is to 
first make my formal announcement. 
After my announcement I will be more 
than happy to answer any questions 
that you may have. Thank you for be-
ing understanding."

Such words, in addition to two oth-
er actions, strongly suggest that Scott 
will indeed be a candidate for mayor. 
Those two actions are that, as previous-
ly reported, he has asked his committee 
for an endorsement; and two, the entry 
into the city council race of his col-
league, friend and fellow Peace Keeper 
Donta Myles, who is an African Ameri-
can as is Scott.

Scott's city council candidate 
campaign slogan was, "A connected 
community is a protected community," 
and given the entry of Myles into the 
city council race, it would mean that if 
Scott isn't a candidate then the belief 
is that it would be a disconnection 
for many voters to select both Afri-
can-Americans at the same time, even 
if not for the same seat.

As far as academics go, Scott cer-
tainly has the qualifications to run. 

Additionally, unlike both of the 
announced Democratic mayoral 
candidates, Community Development 
Department Head Seth Piccirillo and 
former judge/current school board 
member Robert Restaino, Scott has city 

council experience. 
But Piccirillo has run city depart-

ments and understands the machina-
tions of being inside city hall; and 
Restaino's experiences on the board of 
education and other community boards 
have prepared him with skills neces-
sary to deal with the city council -- pos-
sibly even Myles -- if elected.

As did President Barack Obama, 
Scott has already proven that anything 
can happen -- it would appear the May-
or Paul Dyster's election was won on 
the coattails of Scott, rather than Scott 
winning on the-then 2-term mayor's. 

Scott is likely evaluating all poten-
tial outcomes which  must be evaluat-
ed; that is, if his connected community 
is to remain protected. And like both 
Italians, Piccirillo and Restaino, Scott 
isn't a one-community candidate. 
Whoever will win will win by winning 
LaSalle as well.

But in a 3-way race among these 
popular candidates, each must also win 
fair shares of African-American votes 
as well. But then what happens to the 
city's 10,987 African-Americans, 22% 
of the city's population, if Scott runs 
for mayor and Myles run for council, 
and they both lose? Would that make 
the bumbling County Legislator Owen 
Steed the go-to black political icon of 
the city?  Heavens forbid! 

What happens if either Myles loses 
city council or Scott loses the mayoral 

race, but one of them does indeed win? 
Are African-Americans any better off 
than before; much less the city?

I will make no endorsements in this 
mayoral primary race. Like Socrates, 
sorry guys, the voters will have to drink 
the hemlock from their own cups. But 
what I can say that with Niagara Falls 
being far worse off now than ever it 
has been, the old Chinese saying holds: 
Niagarans do indeed live in interesting 
times.

Ken Hamilton

Councilman Ezra Scott Waiting for 
Right Time to Announce Mayoral Bid

Niagara Falls City Councilman Ezra Scott is 
currently leaning towards a Mayoral run in lieu 
of seeking a second term on the City Council.

Big changes are coming to the 
way elections are held in New York 
State. The lawgivers in Albany recently 
passed various “reforms” to make it 
easier to vote.

Many of these changes are intend-
ed to foster greater voter turnout. That 
sounds like a noble goal, increasing 
voter turnout as though it is an inherent 
good, regardless of what it yields.

But please remember that when we 
hold elections, we’re essentially hiring 
people for public office. The hiring 
process, whether conducted by a busi-
ness owner hiring an employee, or an 
electorate “hiring” a City Councilman 
(or President, Senator, Governor, etc.) 
should result in hiring the best employ-

ee, or the best public official.
So does increasing the number of 

people who vote automatically improve 
the hiring process? Will we get better 
public servants if more people vote? 
Perhaps.

If the additional voters are knowl-
edgable, if they have good judgment, 
then I would say, yes, adding these 
additional voters to the rolls is a good 
thing.

But what if these new voters aren’t 
up to speed on the issues? What if they 
couldn’t name their governor, nor their 
mayor? What if they don’t know that 
their city council exists, let alone what 
it does? Worse, what if they don’t really 
care about any of this? Does adding 
people in this category to the voter rolls 
improve the hiring decision?

Not everyone is civically engaged. 
Not everyone wants to be. We need to 
do a better job on this front, and I’m 
not sure pushing more people to the 
polls will help in terms of civic engage-
ment.

While the word democracy is ban-
died about a lot, the United States is not 
a democracy but rather a Constitutional 
Republic, and Article 4, Section 4 of 
the U.S. Constitution specifically states 
that each state shall also be a Republic. 
The United States is not a democracy, 
neither is New York. That’s a good 

thing.
Prior to the Seventeenth Amend-

ment of 1913, United States Senators 
were not elected by the populace, they 
were elected by their state legislatures. 
The Founders wanted to keep checks 
on pure democracy, so they put var-
ious mechanisms in the Constitution 
to guarantee our system of republican 
(lower-case “r”) government survives.

The Electoral College is another 
such mechanism. While some misguid-
ed souls want to do away with it, the 
electoral college is yet another element 
the framers of the Constitution gave us 
to preserve our republic.

The Founding Fathers wanted 
limits placed on democratic impulses 
and carefully created a miraculously 
complex system. They gave us three 
branches of government. The first with 
two houses, one which wasn’t intended 
to be democratically elected and with 
staggered six-year terms. The second 
branch is elected through theelectoral 
college. The third branch is unelected, 
with lifetime appointments. Not very 
democratic. Thank heavens.

Adding to this complexity is the re-
lationship between the federal govern-
ment and the states, although this has 
changed over the years.

All of this was designed to be slow, 
deliberative and sometimes messy. We 

often complain about gridlock, but the 
framers of the Constitution deliberately 
engineered it that way.

So when we hear people talk about 
the joys of democracy, when we watch 
New York State seek more ways to get 
more people to vote, please remember 
that while this sounds glorious it may 
not improve the quality of our govern-
ment.

That can only be done by getting 
knowledgeable, thoughtful people with 
sound judgment to the polls. Unfor-
tunately, none of the reforms recently 
passed will do that.

On another related note, one of the 
changes that the folks in Albany made 
will change the timing of campaign 
volunteers gathering ballot-access peti-
tion signatures. In this past, we would 
be knocking on your door in June or 
July, when mild warm breezes might 
flow into your home as you signed 
various petitions.

Starting this year, we’ll be knock-
ing on your door in February or March, 
as icy gusts ferociously whip into your 
nice warm house. Please forgive the 
dedicated campaign volunteers for 
coming during this frigid time of the 
year, and please remember this was 
ordered by the powers that be in our 
state capitol.

Chris's Corner: We Are Not a Democracy
Chris Voccio is a Niagara Falls City Council member 

and can be reached at ChrisVoccio@gmail.com.

Chris Voccio
NF City Councilman
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SPECIAL EDITION

If you live in Niagara Falls and 
have a problem with a tire-crunch-
ing pothole or a sagging tree that is 
threatening to come crashing down 
on your property, you may soon 
have a more efficient way to call for 
help from the city's public works 
department and track the response.

The now officially lame duck 
administration of Mayor Paul Dys-
ter is pushing for the implementa-
tion of a 311 computerized call sys-
tem for residents seeking help with 
a nagging problem like a pothole or 
a damaged tree, according to City 
Council President Andrew Touma.

"We're going to be seeking 
public input in the coming days," 
said Touma, "and we're also looking 
to see if we can get state help with 
financing from the financial restruc-
turing board which recommended 
we install the line.  We could be 

eligible for up to a $5 million grant 
to help underwrite the cost of the 
project.  Right now, we're still look-
ing into the cost."

It would be similar to what's 
in place in Buffalo, said Touma, 
referring to the City of Buffalo's 311 
Call and Resolution Center which 
replaced the mayor's complaint line 
in July of 2000.  According to Buf-
falo's website, "it provides residents 
with fast, centralized access to city 
services.  Register complaints, get 
information, and access non-emer-
gency police services."  All cases 
are assigned a reference number so 
that complaints can be tracked by 
the residents who made the com-
plaint.

"I would call it a customer ser-
vice line," said Touma in describing 
the 311 system that he believes is 
something the public deserves and 
will endorse wholeheartedly once 
they hear what it will offer them to 

deal with public service issues and 
help them hold those accountable 
for fixing the problems thanks to the 
tracking ability of the computerized 
system.

In the Buffalo system, requests 
can be submitted anonymously 
through the 311 application, made 
via online requests or by calling 
the office.  However, people who 
choose that option would not be 
able to track the progress online.  
In that case, people would have to 
contact the call center by phone, 
but anonymity would always be 
respected.

The 311 special telephone line 
creates a central hub for constitu-
ents to be able to access a variety of 
city services and was first put to use 
in Baltimore, Md., in 1996.  

For Touma and city leaders, it is 
a way to let constituents know they 
care about their concerns and want 
a system that helps the city address 

their concerns in a more efficient 
way than is currently in place 
which, unfortunately, can some-
times be characterized as hit-or-
miss.  With the ability offered with 
the 311 computerized system, it will 
be easy to track the misses and hold 
those who missed accountable.

Tony Farina

Touma Favors 311 Customer Service Help Line

Niagara Falls City Council Chairman Andrew 
Touma.
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise 
your 

business 
in 

our
"Food at 
the Fold" 
section!!  

 
 Call 

(716) 990-
3677
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He is a police officer, member of 
the school board and also an MMA 
fighter but Eric Herbert is hoping 
to become the newest member of 
the Legislature. Taking those pro-
fessional skills to help protect and 
serve people of the 7th District. The 
32-year-old has been working tire-
lessly to help the people of North 
Tonawanda. Since 2013 he has been 
a member of the police department 
and is a member of the SWAT team.

He has already started meeting 
the people throughout the district.

“I have already been to 120 
homes so far, I am going to go to 
every house twice. I am going to go 
to the conservatives, republicans, 
there is not a house in the district 
that I am not going to go to and then 
when I am done, I am going to go 
back,” said Herbert.

In addition to meeting people 
face to face he also plans to reach 
out to voters through social media.

“I cannot tell you how many 
times someone has said to me that 
people have said they saw some-
thing about me, I do plan to use 

social media a lot,” said Herbert.
Since age 19 he has been a 

professional MMA fighter and 
has won numerous statewide and 
national championships, however he 
says Feb 23rd will be his last fight, 
hanging up the gloves and taking 
one some political muscle.

“When you have one party 
government for too long, it could be 
all Democrats or all Republicans, it 
doesn’t matter. When you have been 
un-challenged like that and then 
someone comes in asking questions, 
it is just everyone being defensive. 
I want to challenge the system and I 
hope they want to challenge me. My 
concern is how to we move forward 
for the City and for Wheatfield,” 
said Herbert.

Since 2018 he has been a 
member of the school board and 
has worked non-stop to increase 
security and safety for students. 
Becoming a vocal advocate for 
having a School Resource Offi-
cer at the North Tonawanda High 
School. It’s important to him not 
only as a resident but also as a 
parent. Herbert and his wife Diana 
have a 9-year-old son, who attends 
the public-school system in North 

Tonawanda.
Serving is nothing new to 

Herbert in 2004 he joined the 
United States Marine Corps and 
was honorably discharged in 2008. 
At the completion of his service 
Herbert received the distinction of 
being honored at the White House 
by Presidents George W Bush for 
his service. But no matter if he is 
around the President of the United 
States or a local resident in North 
Tonawanda Herbert says his goal as 
a 7th District Legislator will be the 
same, helping to improve lives and 
bring transparency to local govern-
ment.

“There is no effort from the 
Legislature to have people informed 
on what they do,” said Herbert.

A big part of what he says they 
will be doing in the next 2 years is 
negotiating contracts and when it 
comes to that, he says there is no 
one else more qualified for the job.

“There is a ton of union con-
tracts that are up in the next 2 years, 
so if you are a legislator right now 
you are going to be the one, voting 
on the sheriffs deputy contract, you 
are going to be the one voting on 
a lot of the union and county con-

tracts. So, you have to know about 
union workers, I am a union worker 
and on school board we negotiate 
union deals, with the grounds keeps 
and stuff, so there is a lot that, that 
will be under the microscope for 
whoever win the election. I am 
ready for it and I am the only one 
with experience, who has done it,” 
said Herbert.

What also makes him differ-
ent is that many people in North 
Tonawanda and Wheatfield already 
know who he is and how committed 
he is to the City.

“You know the tougher side of 
the City and in the school district 
sometimes it’s those same kids, that 
are the troubled kids. There are 2 
career positions that really let you 
know the City and that is a cop and 
a teacher, because a cop sees the 
city and teachers know what’s going 
on in someone’s home because they 
see the behaviors. So, being a cop 
and on the school, board has helped 
me a lot to know some of the prob-
lems in the community and seeing 
how we can help on the school 
board level,” said Herbert.

Brendan McDonough

From Cop to Candidate: Herbert Announces 
Run for County Legislature’s 7th District
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Gooch. The goal is to see all of the 
benefits or having legalized mari-
juana in New York State as well as 
looking at whether or not the Coun-
ty should opt out. 

Inside the Common Council 
President Eric Zadzilka presented a 
resolution appointing Brown to help 
gain more insight about possible tax 
benefits if marijuana become legal 
in New York State.

“I think it gives us a seat at the 
table and I think it is a necessary 
step,” said Zadzilka. “I think it is 
something we should be aware 
of since legislation can pass very 
quickly and we want to stay ahead 
of this. Luke can be our eyes and 
ears if he is on this committee.”

With him being on the commit-
tee the hope is that he would then 
report back to the Common Council 
and the benefits and concerns of the 
legalization.

“It is my understanding that 
the Governor would like to push 
this through and there are many 
advocate groups against this,” said 
Zadzilka.

Also against it is Alder-
man-at-Large Bob Pecoraro.

“I am on the executive com-
munity for the health alliance and 
this legalization of marijuana goes 
completely all our attributes of what 
we believe in as a community health 
alliance,” said Pecoraro.” I like the 
idea that we have someone on the 
committee but I am going on record 
as saying that I am again the legal-
ization of marijuana period.” 

The Common Council said the 
goal is to get ahead of the curve and 
not wait and have to react if legal-
ization occurs.

“The Governor announced there 
is a $2.5 million shortfall in revenue 
so this might be something he wants 
to act on,” said Zadzilka. “If it is 
something that we can opt out of as 
a county then we want to make sure 
we are there to state that.”

For Brown it’s a committee he 
says he is looking forward to being 
on.

“It will be educational for me, 
I will say that I will go into it with 
an open mind and see what the pros 
and cons are as well as what the 
benefits to the City could possibly 
be and then report back on those 
findings,” said Brown.

Marijuana Cont.




