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Annual Tree Lighting Highlights

Holiday Spirit in North
By: Brendan McDonough |

A sea of lights filled the sky
in North Tonawanda Monday,
December 3rd, outside of North
Tonawanda High School as mem-
bers of the district held their annual
holiday tree lighting ceremony.

It is the fourth year they have
held the event. Together with City
officials, students, families and
teachers gathered together to light

Deal Realty

Criphrating 4 Feavy of Gafoing Braly Doma!

www.dealrealtyonline.com

that people all around here look
(Cont. on pg. 11)

_Niagara Falls
Tonawanda | Advertise your
T K business with the
o Niagara Reporter!!
L Over 10,000 papers printed
] weekly throvughow Negara County
':_ -, s . thver 8000 onlime subscribers
p .."{,1.-: h‘ b‘:': .,"E - Over 100,000 Il'tjh.n'r Visiis per
- " ) FFHEAIET
the tree and the hearts of residents 20,000 :
who came out to see it. E R i on sk
« . . . . medha darly
The tree lighting is something =

(716) 870-1175

451 Center Street
Lewiston, NY 14092
Phone: T16-754-3301

NiIcHoLAS D.
D’ANGELO

ATTORMNEY AT LAW

Representation YOU can TRUST

FaMiLY Law | MATRIMONIAL LAW | PERSONAL INUURY
DWI DEFENSE | NURSING HOME NEGLIGENCE

E 990-3677 LAWNIAGARA.COM

IEE MAFFET BT, LockromT NY 71T PINE AVE, NUAWSJss, FaLLs MY




NIAGARA FALLS

Jason Zona Will Not Seek Re-Election in

the

Fifth Legislative District

Four term county lawmaker to remain as Niagara County Democratic Party Chairman

Frank Parlato

Niagara County Legislator
Jason Zona (D)- Niagara Falls has
announced he will not seek re-elec-
tion to the county legislature in
2019. The four term incumbent,
and recently elected Niagara County
Democratic Chairman has repre-
sented Town of Niagara and parts
of Niagara Falls at county hall since
2012.

“I’ve been honored for eight
years to represent the residents of
the fifth district in county govern-
ment” Zona stated. “It’s been a
great experience. We were able to
take on challenging issues while at
the same time meeting great people
throughout the district. On top of
that, I had the privilege of getting to
know many of the fantastic employ-
ees that serve county government.”

Zona, who has been part of the
Minority Caucus in the Legislature
that included the three other demo-

cratic lawmakers from Niagara Falls
was elected unanimously September
17th as the new leader of the Coun-
ty Democratic Party. He frequently
sparred with republican majority
leaders who have controlled county
government for almost two decades.

Zona added “I’ve always felt the
one party dominance in the county
has lead to many instances of bad
government which has hurt the
residents of this county. It’s the rea-
son I decided to take on the county
chairmanship. Until we balance out
this legislature, and eliminate the
super majority in county govern-
ment, were just asking for many of
the problems we have.”

Niagara County Republican
committee members recently elect-
ed county lawmaker Rich Andres
as their new party boss. Andres has
stated he will remain in his seat with
the legislature. Zona feels trying
to do both positions is too much to
take on and he considers it a con-
flict.

s
“I just feel the time constraints

to do both jobs successfully are too
much. I also feel it makes govern-
ing much more difficult when your
being charged with finding better
alternatives to your legislative col-
leagues” Zona commented. “I can
say this, as far as the fifth district
goes, we will have a fantastic re-
placement nominated regardless to
replace me so I feel comfortable in
that regard.”

County Legislator, and longtime
Minority Leader Dennis Virtuoso
(D)- Niagara Falls stated “ Jason
has done a fantastic job representing
his district. I’m disappointed he’s
leaving the legislature but we’re
very confident he’s going to be suc-
cessful running the party and that’s
very important. We know he’ll
have a strong replacement for his
seat as well.”
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Amherst: Tops Grand lsdand: Tops

Lewiston: Deal Reabty, DiCamillo Bakery, Public Library, Tim I-I'm'l:nnﬁ,Tniu. Rtz Add, Syros Bestaurant,
& the Village Bakery

Lockport: Lockport City Court, County Courthouse, Save-A-Lot & Tops

Frank Parlato, Jr.

Fublisher & Editor in Chief

Nicholas D. D’Angelo

Managing Editor

Miagara Falls: BankOnBulTako, City Hall {basement), The Como (restaurant, deli, & airpor locatioas),
DiCamillo Bakery (all locations), Frankie's Dosuts, John Duke Center, Koy Bank (500 Main 51.),
Memomnal Medical Center (entrance io lobby), Michael's Restaurant, Markeiside Restanrant, Mom's
Restaurant, Niagara Towers, Higfln Falls Family Cﬂm.Niﬁim Falls Police Statiom, Niagar Falls Public
Libeary (both locaitons), Rite Add (TR0 Buffale Ave, & 440 ilitary Rd), Save-A-Lot, Spalline Towers,
Supermarket Liquor, Tops (all kecations), Tim Hortons (all kecations), Wedge Liquors, & Wrobel Towers,

MNorth Tenawanda: Bishop Gibbons, Broadway Hotel, Budwey's Market, Carousel Park Apartments, City
Hall, DMV, Rimck's Tavern, Lou's Dhiner, Plamer’s Chocolatcs, Public Library, Ulympia Besiaurant, Tops,
Roman Café & Sawve-A-Lod

Sanborn: Smokin Joes (g station and stored & Tim Hemons

(716) 870-1175

P.O. Box 3083, Niagara Falls NY 14304
niagarareporter@®gmail.com

Wikion: Lakeside Market
Youngstown: Anchor Spanits & Wines, Bandanas Bar & Gnll, Public Libary, Rite Axd, Village Diner
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LaTona Cont.

"It is indeed a high honor, and
it puts me in the company of some
of this area's very best attorneys of
the past and present who have re-
ceived this very prestigious award,"
said LaTona. "I am humbled to be
named this year's recipient and will
travel to New York's Hilton Hotel
on Jan. 16 with my children and
grandchildren to receive the award."

Word of LaTona's selection
comes shortly after U. S. Judge
William Skretny sided with LaTona
last month, sparing his client more
jail time, in a landmark tax case
that LaTona took all the way to the
U. S. Supreme Court and won in a
7 - 2 decision last March with one
justice saying it put too much power
in the hands of prosecutors who
could not be relied on for the use of
discretion. It is a case that attor-
neys for newspaper publisher Frank
Parlato and co-defendant Chitra
Selvaraj hope to use in their defense

Parlato Punche

Keith Raniere, the vicious cult leader
who branded women and made them
his sex slaves.

The Niagara Reporter publisher,
Frank Parlato, turned the tables on
the vicious NXIVM cult.

Cult leader Keith Raniere and
his top lietenant, Seagram's heir-
ess, Clare Bronfman deceived the
federal government and got Parlato
indicted on bogus charges. Out-
raged by their lying to the Feds,
Parlato went to work to prove his
innocence and investigate the cult's

against pending federal tax charges
in a motion based on the decision
and scheduled for argument Dec.
19 before federal Magistrate Judge
Jeremiah McCarthy.

Local federal prosecutors had
attempted to put LaTona's ailing
72-year-old client, Carlo Marinello,
back in prison on his federal tax
conviction despite the Supreme
Court decision, and LaTona was
successful in arguing before Judge
Skretny that the government's
efforts amounted to an abuse of
power. Skretny sentenced Marinel-
lo to time served, the 21 months he
already spent in prison on his felo-
ny conviction in 2014 of tax evasion
and obstructing the IRS.

LaTona was successful in
winning Supreme Court review of
Marinello's conviction even after
three appeals court upheld the con-
viction and only one court agreed
with the defense attorney's argu-

-

1

Clare Bronfman, the heiress who gave
Raniere more than $100 million to
pursue his horrific ends.

own crimes.

In a historic turnabout, the ac-
cusers became the accused. The FBI
arrested Raniere, Bronfman, and
actress Allison Mack and dropped
charges against Parlato. The case
that remains against Parlato is flim-
sy at best and a new Supreme Court
ruling supports Parlato's contention
that the entire case against him was
trumped up by a misplaced desire

ments.

LaTona said the issue was
whether the government should
have had a proceeding in place
against Marinello before bringing
charges, and while three appeals
courts said it was not necessary, the
fourth court and the Supreme Court
agreed with LaTona.

"Thank God we have an inde-
pendent judiciary," said LaTona,
"and the Supreme Court's decision
is a victory for Carlo and all taxpay-
ers in the country."

LaTona added that recent Su-
preme Court decisions have helped
dampen efforts by the Department
of Justice to pursue cases beyond
the intent of Congress.

Attorney Joel Daniels, who
represents Parlato's codefendant,
Chitra Selvaraj, said he and Parla-
to's attorney, Paul Cambria, have
filed a motion to drop conspiracy
charges in the case based on the

s Back, Knocks Out Sex-Slave Cult
118 7

Allison Mack, the TV actress who
recruited the sex slaves.

by the Feds to please the enormous-
ly wealthy and politically connected
(and now indicted ) Clare Bron-
fman.

There are those who say that
what Parlato did, will make journal-
istic and American legal history. At
least two major television documen-
taries that will feature Parlato's role
in destroying one of the most deadly
cults in America will be coming

Supreme Court's decision in Mari-
nello. Arguments are scheduled for
Dec. 19th.

"Marinello is a high roadblock
for the government trying to try and
make an end run [in this case]," said
Daniels.

Federal prosecutors in Buffalo
earlier this year dropped charges
that Parlato stole $1 million from
the Seagram's heirs linked to the
NXIVM cult after Parlato was
credited with helping prosecutors
in New York indict the leader of the
cult, Keith Raniere, for allegedly
forcing women to engage in sexual
activity with him as a condition of
membership in the secret society.

It was Parlato's vigorous report-
ing through news outlets across the
country that was widely credited
with pushing the government to
investigate and ultimately charge
Raniere and Seagrams heiress Clare
Bronfman in the NXIVM case.

Frank Parlato, appearing on Vice News on
HBO in a segment about him titled, "The
Man Who Blew the Whistle On Alleged Sex
Cult"

out on major networks. Details on
this will be reported in the coming
weeks.

In addition, TV actress Cather-
ine Oxenberg wrote a compelling
book "Captive", that gives details
about Parlato's brave role in taking
down the dangerous sex cult and
freeing her daughter and more than
100 slaves that were trapped in the
wicked cult.
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WEEKLY HEADLINES

-Town of Niagara Police responded to a pig that escaped in
the evening hours of Monday, November 26th. According to
reports, the pig was captured while snacking from a garbage
can at a home on the 9100 block of Lockport Road.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Niagara Falls Memori-
al Medical Center on Monday, November 26th after receiving
a call that an individual was “beating up a police car.” The
suspect was detained by hospital security until police arrived
at which time he was arrested.

-A Niagara Falls man, Marcellus Overton, 43, pleaded guilty
on Monday, November 26th, to conspiracy to commit sex traf-
ficking of a minor after reportedly prostituting a 17-year-old
he met in Olean, NY. The charge carries a maximum penalty
of life in prison and a $250,000 fine.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to 16th Street on Monday,
November 26th after receiving a report that a resident’s
5-month-old beagle and a 24-inch television were stolen.
Police have stated that the beagle puppy has since been found
but the suspect(s) is still at-large.

-Niagara Falls Police engaged in a foot chase on Wednesday,
November 28th, with a suspect on the 3200 block of Ely Ave-
nue after he crashed a vehicle attempting to flee from a traffic
stop. According to reports, the suspect made it less than 15
feet before being taken into custody.

-Niagara Falls Police and Fire were dispatched to the McDon-
ald’s on Pine Avenue in the City Market in the early morning
hours of Wednesday, Nov. 28th, for a heroin overdose inside a
vehicle. The individual was transported to Niagara Falls Me-
morial Medical Center for treatment.

-A U.S. Army Veteran is asking for public assistance in find-
ing his motorcycle that was stolen from Regal Cinemas on
Builders Way in Niagara Falls on Sunday, Nov. 25th. Gene
Jackson used this motorcycle to help cope with severe PTSD.
Call the NFPD with any information.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1500 block of Military
Road on Thursday, November 29th, for reports of child abuse.
According to reports, an off-duty border patrol agent wit-
nessed a man throw and possibly injure a child in the Walmart
Plaza.

-Niagara Falls Police and NFTA security officials responded
to the NFTA Station on Portage Road in the afternoon hours
of Thursday, November 29th, after a suspect displayed a knife
and threatened another individual.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1800 block of Willow
Avenue in the early morning hours of Friday, November 30th,
after receiving reports of a stolen burgundy Toyota Avalon.

Police continue to search for this vehicle.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Hampton Inn on Rain-
bow Blvd. in Downtown NF where multiple suspects are said
to have been breaking into vehicles at hotels. According to
reports, one suspect who was 17-years-old had a handgun on
his person. All suspects were arrested.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Red Coach Inn on
Thursday, Nov. 29th, after a guest at the hotel reported chas-
ing a man who had taken credit cards and other items from his
SUV. A Packard Court man was charged with multiple crimes
and taken into custody.

-Niagara Falls Police responded to Rite Aid at 738 Portsge
Road in the morning hours of Saturday, December 1st, after
responding to reports of a black male in a Santa hat shoplift-
ing. According to reports, the suspect put a bluetooth keyboard
case into his backpack and walked out.

-NF Police charged three people with drug possession on Sat-
urday, Dec. 1st, after officials discovered drug sales occurring
on casino property. Officers said they recovered cocaine from
the vehicle and a subsequent search of a hotel room turned up
more illegal drugs.

PERSONAL'INJURY

Cummings
& Lindsay

WORKERS COMPENSATION

770 Main Street- Niagara Falls, New York

289-9239

violacummingslindsay.com




Niagara Falls High School
Goes Into Lockdown

At approximately 11:15
on November 29th, 2018,
Niagara Falls High School
students and staff went into
lockdown. This precaution-
ary measure was taken be-
cause the administration had
suspicion that a student may
have come into the school
with a weapon.

All emergency proce-
dures were followed and at
11:25 a.m., the student was
located in the parking lot.

NOW HIRINGC!

The lockdown was lifted

at 11:28 a.m. The school
resumed all activites as nor-
mally scheduled.

Niagara Falls Police have
released details that a female
student was taken into custo-
dy shortly thereafter.

It 1s alleged that the fe-
male student made a threat
to another student.
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Search for Baby Ends in
Niagara Falls
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The search for a 2-year-old
baby came to an end in Niag-
ara Falls over the weekend as
police located a stolen vehicle
that was taken in Buffalo.

The vehicle was stolen after
it was left running and unna-
tended by a woman in Buffalo.
The woman, who is also being
charged, left her baby in the
car while she went into the
store.

Niagara Falls Police locat-
ed the stolen vehicle behind
a house on the 2200 block of

WY - T
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Lasalle Avenue where one of
the suspects lives.

Both suspects are in police
custody.

Although initial reporting
said the baby was found on the
side of the road, the baby was
not. Rather, one of the suspects
brought the baby to Niagara
Falls Memorial Medical Cen-
ter and told hospital staff that
he had found the baby.

Both suspects are in custo-
dy.

2220 Pine Ave.

Our extraordinary menu
offers the finest Italian &
American Cuising

DELI: 285-8900

Thanksgiving Day Specials

Serving from 12 noon - 6:30pm

Family Style
Thanksgiving Dinner

& Antipasto

o Penne Pasta with Spaghetti Sauce

e Tossed Salad
# Choice of Entree:
Roasted Turkey Breast with
Dressing or
Baked Ham with Raisin Sauce
* Choice of Potato:
Mashed Potato or
Baked Sweet Porato
» Yegetable Medley
* Cranberry Sauce
# Choice of Dessert:
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Squares with whipped cream
Mm z R27.000
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Traditional
Thanksgiving Dinner

® Turkey Vepetable Sou
. 'lrnuegd Salad E
® Choice of Entree
Roasted Tarkey Breast with
Dressing or
Baked Ham with Raisin Sasce
® Choice of Potato
Mashed Potato or
Baked Sweet Potate
# Vegetable Medley
# Cranberry Sauce
e Choice of Dessert
Pompkin Pic or Dutch Apple
Squares with whipped cream

Adhibiic 52506
Riichs (5-10ms); 51300
Kids (under 5): FREE

www.comorestaurant.com

For partics of B or more, whole birds are available to carve
at your table @ $1.00 extra per pemon,

Family owned and operated since 1927
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ANALYSIS

.-'Kedn Hamilton -

Character is often defined as being
the same person in public that you are
in private; and, by all measures, former
President George Herbert Walker Bush
-- 41st President of the United States,
had character. And after reading the
many reports about Bush’s character,
and not getting to personally know
the president, I felt that [ knew him
through not only his public appearanc-
es — after all, it was the debate that he
did in the presidential debates against
Massachusetts Governor Michael
Dukakis that convinced me to change
parties from a Jesse Jackson Democrat
to a Bush Republican. But I think that

-

John Long Connected George
Bush to Niagara County

¥

I also got to later know President Bush
through my association with Niagara
County GOP Chairman John Long,

a Niagara Falls insurance man who
had offices on Main Street next to the
‘Round the Clock Restaurant.

Several years ago, the staffers at
the White House were interviewed to
answer the question of which of the
presidents whom they had served be-
haved in public as they behaved in their
private quarters at the White House.
George and Barbara Bush won hands
down. Bear in mind that these were
the lowly, non-politically appointed
workers who cooked, cleaned, mowed
the grass and the likes, and not the
pretenders who grinned for the cameras
and then scowled the rest of the time.
The interview spoke volumes about the
even-handiness, even-temperedness of
the Navy war hero and his wife.

With Bush, from what I under-
stand, would put political party aside
and work with the Democrats, even in
the day light hours; unlike his prede-
cessor President Reagan and Speaker

“Vhe
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Bestaumant

Dinner Package Fro
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1 Packape Includes:
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* Homemade Dressing
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* Mized Green Salad
* Steamed Vegetables
* Cranberry Sauce
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of the House Thomas P. O’Neill, who
would fight each other as pundits in

the daylight hours and share a bottle as
friends in the evening. And that puts
me in mind with former Democrat John
Long.

Long was an avid hunter of all
types of game, as well as an environ-
mentalist, as most hunters are. John
also made his own turkey calls. John
once told me that he was no friend of
President GHW Bush's Secret Ser-
vice because, according to him, when
he found himself early one morning
driving in the area of Camp David and
knew that Bush was there, he dropped
in and presented the president with new
a turkey caller.

It sounded like a nice gesture to
me if he could do that, so I asked John
why the Secret Service would care. He
said that it was in the pre-dawn hours
and they would have to wake up the
president and they would have to get
up and dressed, and then immediately
go traipsing into the wooded fields
with the president and call turkeys.
Long had nothing but good things to
say about Bush; and when John died,
Bush was no longer the president. [
called Bush at his office in Houston.
He wasn't in, but I left a message to tell
him that his friend had died.

A profound sadness fell across
me when John died. I feel the ripples
of that pain with the passing of Bush.
My changing of parties to Bush’s party
wasn't about Bush's powerful person-
ality because he wasn't impressive to
me that way; and it wasn't so much
about his party's policies either -- it was
about the values that the man espoused,
values that I came to realize that |
had and have long held, but had been

obscured by the dark clouds of popular
politics. I found those same values in
John Long.

I knew that Long had once been
a Democrat and had changed parties
to become a Republican chairman. A
year following my run for state senate
against Anthony Nanula, I sat down
at lunch with Long at the ‘Round the
Clock restaurant and asked him not to
endorse Democrat Legislator Renae
Kimble to run for state senate against
Nanula on our line. Like a lot of Dem-
ocrats, Kimble was notorious in her
rhetoric against “those people.” Long
listened to my plea, sipped his soup,
and when I had said all that I had to
say, he looked at me and said, “Kenny.
I like Renae. She’s always done every-
thing I have asked her to do.”

While it showed Long’s willing-
ness to work across the lines, like
Bush’s, I just sat there and smiled at
him. He continued to look into my
eyes. I had known Kimble and how
she was since we were kids, and he
knew it. After a few moments, Long
smiled and said, “She was going to do
those things anyway, wasn’t she?”

Bush, Long and even Kimble
worked within their natures. Some like
Bush and Long, some like Reagan and
O’Neill, and some even like Kimble.
But Kimble helped me to see Long and
John Long’s character. While I was not
pleased with Long’s decision to allow
her to run, I was pleased with his polit-
ical flexibility. While Bush pulled me
into the GOP, Long's Bush-like charac-
ter helped keep me there. And if [ was
Long, or even Bush, I would have done
it much the same — we must put more
stock in people than we put into parties.
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“We gathered local businesses
from North Tonawanda and across
Western New York to come together
and join us for a night of celebrating
NT,” said LaRussa.

For a $20 admission ticket peo-
ple got a chance to enjoy the open
bar, cheese trays, mini pastries, and
coffee. Basket raffles were also help
and money raised will help support
programs at the local boys and girls
clubs.

“We have over thirty vendors
and they are all local,” said John
Gatas, Event Organizer. “So, it is
just a great way to support, these
causes. We are supporting Sweet
Buffalo and also the Boys and Girls
Clubs of the Northtowns, so we are
just really excited about tonight.”

Gatas has also created a Face-
book page to celebrate everything
that the community has to offer.

Everything North Tonawanda Festival

Brendan McDonough

It was a night to celebrate every-
thing that North Tonawanda has to
offer. Inside the Wurlitzer building
organizers held the 1st Annual Ev-
erything North Tonawanda Celebra-
tion where there were crafts, games,
food and lots of family fun.

Kimberly LaRussa, who is the
founder of Sweet Buffalo, helped

organize the event and said there is
something for everyone to enjoy.
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“We have a video series on
Facebook where we interview local
owners and post them on Facebook.
John has been doing that for a few
months now,” said LaRussa.

The project was started back in
May and has evolved into some-
thing they could not have dreamed
of.

“So, what started out as some-
thing fun has really evolved into
something that I could not have
even dreamed of,” said Gatas. “We
really excited and are going to put
together a really good group and
it is going to be an ever-evolving
group on Facebook.”

The videos, as well as the event,
has helped show people everything
there is to offer in North Tonawna-

&

da.

“We just want to let people
know that you do not always have
to go to Buffalo to have a good
time,” said LaRussa. “We are right
here and you cannot get any better
than North Tonawanda.”

Common Council President Eric
Zadzilka agrees.

“Over by Platters, and that
whole area, there are 37,000 cars
that drive by each day,” said Zadzil-
ka, “so it’s going to be wonderful
when Woodcock Brothers comes in
there and adds to that and we will
be filling up that building to capaci-
ty at some point.”

Organizers says they plan to
hold the Everything NT celebration
again next year.
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Winter Walk in North Tonawanda

Brendan McDonough

They were walking and enjoy-
ing the season at the Winter Walk
celebration in North Tonawanda this
past weekend.

Webster and Oliver streets were
packed with people of all ages en-
joying the sights and sounds of the
holiday season. The event is spon-
sored by the Downtown and Oliver
Street Merchants Association and
for manv it has become an annual

tradition.

One of the more popular events
was at Crazy Jakes where, for the
past 10 years, Luke Topolski and

Gutter cleaning specials
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Replace missing
- mortar & brick.
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# Roofl

# Chimney
¢ Siding

* Eleetrical

a group of kids have been making
ginger bread houses to support Hab-
itat for Humanity.

They are hoping to make more
than 300 houses this year with all
of the money raised going to help
those in need.

Incredibly, the group has raised
more than $20,000 over the past 10
years, but sadly this year will be
their last.

“It’s sad that I can’t do it any-
more,” said Topolski, “but we are
going to try and find someone to do
it next year.”

In addition to tasting sweet
treats people also had a rare chance
to get an up-close look at a firetruck
from the Sweeney Hose. It was
something just as fun for the vol-
unteer firefighters as it was for the
kids who had a chance to ride on the
truck.

“I have two kids of my own,”
said Joe Lavey, President of Swee-
ney Hose, “so something like this is
absolutely incredible. That is how a
lot of us got into volunteer firefight-
ing. Because when we were kids
the fire departments did this kind

FALL SPECIALS
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of stuﬁ‘ and now we are domg it to
hopefully breed some new interest
too.”

Bridget Getz wasn’t walking,
but rather riding around on a float
that she and her friends put together
dressed as the Grinch, a Snowman,
a Reindeer, a toy soldier. Even San-
ta was on board. They rode up and
down Webster and Oliver Streets
spreading holiday cheer and helping
those in need.

“This is not paid for by anyone
but this crew here and it is just fun
to go around and see everyone’s
faces light up and collect some
canned goods for the NT food pan-
try, said Getz.

“We drive around every Satur-
day night to different neighborhoods
and collect canned goods, non-per-
ishables, hygiene products and
donate 100 percent of it to the North
Tonawanda food pantry.”

From the very old to the very
young holiday cheer was being
spread at the North Tonawanda
Senior Center where hot chocolate
was being served at their annual

inter-generational event.

“We have the children come in,
they buy a gift for a dollar for their
family members and loved ones.
Then the seniors wrap them for free
and then we give out hot chocolate
and cookies. It benefits everyone,
it is not a fundraiser but just an
event to help get all the generations
together,” said Pam Hogan, North
Tonawanda Senior Center.

The sounds of the holidays also
filled the air. Kids from Buffalo Su-
zuki Strings took to streets to play
Christmas songs for the community
and put on two free concerts for
everyone to enjoy.

“Music is everything,” said
Linda Ross, Administrative Direc-
tor. “It is what makes us human. It
allows us to express our emotions
and allows us to deal with our
emotions. It lets us think logically, it
develops neuropathways that allows
us to memorize, and our kids play
everything from memory.”
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North Tonawanda to Receive $73,000 for
Community Improvements

Brendan McDonough [JESES of them need to be dealt

Inside North Tonawanda
City Hall 8th District Legis-
lator Rich Andres alongside
Mike Zimmerman, the Cities
Director of Community Devel-
opment, announced a $73,000
initiative to benefit residents.

The money, which will be
N | T3

Niagara County Legislator Rich Andres

coming from community
development block grant fund-
ing, 1s going to be used for two
specific purposes.

“Some of the things that we
came up with while working
alongside the Common Coun-
cil is that we have put together
a list of priority projects that
we want to get done,” said An-
dres. “The first would be side-
walk improvements. I don’t
know if you have ever walked
down by Crazy Jakes, but the

sidewalks are crumbling and

with.”

Zimmerman says over the
summer they put together a
map of what some of the worst
sidewalks that need to be dealt
with.

But it’s not sidewalks that
Alderman-At-Large Bob Pec-
oraro wants. He wants Wi-Fi.

“I was thinking what is
really needed in the downtown
area is Wi-Fi,” said Pecoraro.
“That to me is a priority that
we get connected. Especially
when people are coming off
their boats in the summer time
and going shopping.”

Andres says that is a priori-
ty as well as improving part of
Oliver Street.

“What we don’t have is
trees and that has been sort
of a pet project of mine for
years,” said Andres.

The area they are looking at
putting in some trees is around
Wheatfield and Sommer Street.

“There are no street trees,”
said Zimmerman. “It’s pretty
barren and very unattractive.”

Andres says he hopes add-
ing greenspace to parts of
Oliver Street will not only help
to make to the area look better

but help improve economic

development.

that nice sort of homey feel
“It’s been a long-standing and I think that is because it is
interest of mine to improve

Oliver Street. It has old build-

so barren,” said Andres.
Members of the Common

ings and a certain amount of Council say they expect to

charm but what it is missing is  start the projects sometime in

that green factor. It is missing  the spring.

A
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Tree Lighting Cont.

forward to,” said Mayor Art
Pappas. “It draws a lot of
people and is another way

of bringing the community
together. You see people from
the school district, parents
and little ones. It is a great
event to help ring the holi-
days.”

Inside the school they
were celebrating the holidays
and helping those in need.
More than sixty trees were
donated and will be auctioned
off with all proceeds being
donated to help local food
pantries.

“Faculty members or de-
partments can buy a tree for
$20 and decorate it anyway
they want,” said Greg Woy-
tila, Superintendent of North
Tonawanda Schools. “Then a
silent auction takes place over

the next two weeks and the
proceeds go to a local charity.
It is different every year. This
year 1s the food pantry.”

The trees that are not
auctioned off are donated to
a local nursing home; helping
to spread the true meaning
of the holidays across North
Tonawanda.

“What I really like is the
fundraising that they are
doing with all their small
trees and the money going
to the food pantries, that is
what it 1s all about, it is about
giving back,” said Alder-
man-At-Large Bob Pecoraro.

School officials say they
intentionally put the holiday
tree closer to the road so that
all those who drive past 405
Meadow Drive can look and
enjoy it.
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Haz Com and a Worker’s
Right to Know

Chemicals pose a wide range of physical hazards and

health hazards to LIUNA members, from skin irritation and
sensitization to exposure to known carcinogens. O5HA's
Hazard Communication standard, also known as the “Right to
Enow Law,” is designed to ensure that vital information about
chemical hazards and protective measures is passed along to
workers who may come in contact with or handle these types
af chemicals. O5HA's HazCom standard requires companies to
evaluate the chemicals they produce or impaort, then provide
information about any hazards. This information is relayed
using a universal labeling system = the Globally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals [GHS) = with
more detailed information being provided on safety data sheets
{5D8s).

O5HA's HazCom standard requires employers to take the
following actions if hazardous chemicals exist in the workplace:
* Implement a written hazard communication program

# Ensure all chemical containers are labelad

» Provide SD5: to employees

* Train all workers who could potentially be exposed on the
hazards and available protective measures

OSHA requires this information to be presented in 8 manner and
language that emplovees can understand. All of this Information
mikst be shared with employees when work is assigned and again
when a new chemical hazard is introduced that workers have not
previously been trained on. Providing this information alongside
safety data sheets allows workers to effectively participate in

an employer’s protection program and take steps to protect
themsehves.

O5HA's HazCom standard is called the “Right to Know™ law
because it gives workers information about the health risks of
chemicals that they wouldn't normally have access to. Howewver,
as O5HA notes on its Hazard Communication page, the standard
could also be called the "Right to Understand” law because of

all the worker training requirements it includes. The standard
reguires employers to train workers on the following information
related to the labeling of hazardous chemicals:

Product identifier: pictograms: signal word: hazard statement;
precautionary statement; and a supplier identification. Training
employees to interpret labels on harmful chemicals helps ensure
proper handling and storage and that employees are able to
quickly locate important information in a first-aid situation.
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