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Touma Hoping Garbage
User Fee Will Help City
Deal With Casino Crisis

PAGES 4 & 5

By: Tony Farina
Time is growing short for Niagara
)DOOVHOHFWHGR൶FLDOVWRSOXJDQHDUO\
million hole in next year's budget, primar-

ily the result of the loss of casino revenues
from the Seneca Nation due to the current
dispute with the state which is slated to go
to a contentious arbitration in December.
(Cont. on pg. 2)

North Tonawanda Shuts
Down Makeshift Skatepark
By: Brendan McDonough
Kids across North Tonawanda are up in
arms after an old tennis court – which was
transformed into a skateboard park – has
seemingly closed for good.
The park was located at the end of Miller
Street and was a place where kids not only
skated, but formed friendships.
“It’s been the site of many memories,”
said Dustin Finley, North Tonawanda Resi(Cont. on pg. 8)
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GH¿FLW$ORQJZLWKDPLOOLRQ
DLGSURPLVHIURP$QGUHZ&XRPR
which the governor has said must be
Unfortunately, the administration of Mayor Paul Dyster has been paid back if there's a settlement with
relying heavily on the casino money the Senecas, the combination would
WRNHHSDÀRDWDJDLQVWWKHDGYLFHRI temporarily resolve the crisis.
"The garbage user fee would be
the state comptroller, and now the
helpful in two ways," says Council
money has dried up.
&KDLUPDQ$QGUHZ7RXPD,WFRXOG
The city kept a lid on properpossibly help our bond rating by
W\WD[HVIURPWKURXJK
showing that we are less reliant on
E\XVLQJDERXWPLOOLRQD\HDU
casino cash with a recurring revenue
LQFDVLQRPRQH\DQGDERXW
source, and it could have a ripple efmillion in reserves, but now the
fect on everybody with more money
gaming money is not available and
the reserve levels have been severe- available, hopefully in addition to
ly weakened. The state comptroller the casino cash, to help create jobs
and put people to work."
had advised the city to stop using
The garbage fee was recomthe slot money to balance budgets
mended
by the state restructuring
EDFNLQEXWWKHZDUQLQJZHQW
board and by the council's own
unheeded.
¿QDQFLDODGYLVRU\ERDUGWRFUHDWH
Now, with another bond downa sustainable source of revenue for
grade in the city's creditworthiness
a city that desperately needs more
back in July by Wall Street, the
revenue, a need heightened by the
rubber has hit the road and the city
stalemate with the Senecas with the
is reeling under the pressure with
arbitration outcome very uncertain.
ODZPDNHUVWU\LQJWR¿QGDZD\WR
Touma says the administration
FORVHWKHSURMHFWHGJDSZLWKis
currently
in negotiations with
out gutting services and raising
Modern Disposal to try and get
property taxes.
something more in garbage pickup
There are only three more
FRXQFLOPHHWLQJVEHIRUHWKH'HF for residents as part of the new fee.
$QGDV7RXPDQRWHVPDQ\RWKHU
deadline to deal with Mayor Paul
PXQLFLSDOLWLHVOLNHQHDUE\%X൵DOR
'\VWHU VVSHQGLQJSODQIRUDQG
timing is important because the City have already approved garbage user
fees to help balance budgets.
Council will need to hold a public
Based on information supplied
hearing before acting on approving
E\WKH%X൵DORFLW\FRPSWUROOHU V
D\HDUO\JDUEDJHXVHUIHHWR
UDLVHDERXWPLOOLRQWRFXWLQWRWKH R൶FH%X൵DOR VXVHUIHHFRQVLVWVRI
(Contd from cover)

DÀDWIHHRISOXVDYDULDEOH
depending on the size of the tote.
For example, the new fee for resiGHQWLDODGGVIRUDJDOORQ
WRWH$W\SLFDO%X൵DORKRPHRZQHU
ZLWKDJDOORQWRWHLVQRZSD\LQJ
SHU\HDU&RPPHUFLDOIHHV
are higher.
Touma notes Niagara Falls has
kept property taxes in check for
the last several years and last year
WKHFRXQFLOFXWPLOOLRQIURPWKH
expense side, much of it through
workforce attrition.
$V7RXPDKRSHVIRUVXSSRUW
from his colleagues for a public
hearing on the proposed user fee to
better inform residents, lawmakers
are continuing to meet with department heads, looking for every
possible way to downsize in the
face of the uncertainty of the budget
situation going forward.
The city must continue to work
WR¿QGZD\VWRUHGXFHFRVWVDQG
boost revenues in the face of the
budget uncertainty, created to some
extent by controversial spending
policies and the over-reliance on casino cash despite the warnings from
WKHVWDWH VFKLHI¿VFDOZDWFKGRJ
This is the second stoppage of
casino cash, the last one ending
LQZKHQ1LDJDUD)DOOVZDV
estimated to be behind by more than
PLOOLRQLQFDVLQRFDVKGXULQJ
WKHIRXU\HDUJDPLQJZDU¿QDOO\
settled between Gov. Cuomo and

Seneca President Barry Snyder.
In the current dispute, the Senecas claim there is no language in
the compact extension that requires
them to pay the state any more monH\DIWHU7KDWZLOOEHWKHLVVXH
at the December arbitration, with
Cuomo in the middle of it, assuming
he wins re-election next month.
I wrote an analysis of Dyster's
loyalty to Cuomo during the last
gaming war that suggested the mayor played a smart hand in standing
mute during all the heated rhetoric that was going back and forth
between the state and the Senecas,
EDQNLQJRQ&XRPR¿QGLQJDVHWWOHment, which he did. The stakes may
be even higher this time, especially
if there's no settlement to the dispute.
Politically, it appears the city
misplayed this hand by over-relyLQJRQWKHFDVLQRFDVKDIWHU
HQMR\LQJWKHZLQGIDOORIPLOOLRQ
WKDWÀRZHGWR1LDJDUD)DOOVDIWHU
the settlement, only to be dealt a
losing hand by the state's apparent
oversight in not getting the compact
extension language in place, leading
to the new dispute.
If there's no garbage user fee to
help with next year's shortfall, and
if there's no resumption of casino
cash, the city's losing hand will get
much worse.
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Why Every Time We Talk About Whatever happened to Piccirillo’s
Reducing Expenses Are Police & Plan to Pay People to Live Here?
Fire First On the Cutting Table?
Frank Parlato

Terri Kline
I don’t understand why the only alternative to the garbage “user fee” seems to be to
OD\R൵3ROLFH )LUH
<HV,DPDJDLQVWWKH³XVHUIHH´
,DOVRNQRZWKDW3ROLFH )LUHPDNHXS
a huge part of the budget, but there are many
RWKHURSSRUWXQLWLHVWRPDNHFXWVERWKVWD൵
and useless spending.
I hold the NF Fire Department close to
my heart. My mother went into cardiac arrest
last December. The Fire Department arrived
¿UVWWRP\PRWKHU¶VDSDUWPHQW7KH\EHJDQ
giving my mother medical attention; CPR.
7KH\JDYHP\PRWKHU¿YHH[WUDGD\VRIOLIH
for me to come in from North Carolina and
for everyone to say their proper goodbyes.
7KLVLVWKHYHU\UHDVRQZHKDYH3ROLFH )LUH
for protection and peace of mind. To know
they are only a call away, in these situations
ZKHQ\RXQHHGWKHPWKHPRVW
I made the mistake of thinking the large
presence from the Fire Department at the
Council Meeting Wednesday were there to
VXSSRUWRXUH൵RUWVDJDLQVWWKH³XVHUIHH´
&RPHWR¿QGRXW³PRVW´DUHDFWXDOO\IRUWKH
fee; to protect their jobs. This is a very sad
situation.
The best metaphor I have regarding the
“user fee” is this; you have a friend or family
member always asking for money. You provide the person with money to get them by; on
numerous occasions. That person in turn takes
the money and purchases “useless/unnecesVDU\´WKLQJV$WVRPHSRLQW\RXKDYHWRVWRS
(128*+,6(128*+
The citizens of Niagara Falls did not creDWHWKLV¿QDQFLDOVLWXDWLRQWKDWZHDUHLQ:H
kept handing over the money; in tax increases,
etc. and the administrations choose to spend it
carelessly.
,DJUHHZLWK3ROLFH )LUH¿QGLQJZD\V
to cut costs within their departments, but if
VWDWLVWLFVVKRZWKDWZHDUHVWD൵HGFRUUHFWO\RU
DUHVKRUWVWD൵HGKHQFHWKHODUJHRYHUWLPHLQ
WKHEXGJHWWKDQZK\ZRXOGWKH\EHWKH¿UVW
departments we look to for cuts?
I know that I do not know everything,
and I am learning things daily regarding the
city structure, but here are some suggestions
that I think, could immensely assist with the
EXGJHWGH¿FLW
- We need to consolidate departments;
such as Community Development and Planning/Economic Development. For the most

part, they are pretty close to being one and the
same. I feel that, with them working together,
LWPLJKWEHQH¿WWKHFLW\RQDJUHDWHUVFDOH
- We need to review all departments for
cuts; even if we cut a position or two, until
ZHJHWWKHFLW\¶V¿QDQFLDOVWUXFWXUHLQDEHWWHU
SODFH$OVRWKHUHVKRXOGEHUDLVHIUHH]HVXQWLO
WKHFLW\LVPRUH¿QDQFLDOO\VWDEOH,NQRZ
if my place of employment was struggling
¿QDQFLDOO\,ZRXOGQRWEHVHHLQJDUDLVH
- We need to review all the budgeted
expenses for cuts; there are a lot of line items
that do not hold a high precedence in the
¿QDQFLDOVLWXDWLRQZHDUHLQDQH[DPSOHWKH
LQIDPRXVJROIFDUWSDWK
- We need to look at our existing properties; such as the Golf Course and Stadium, to
see if we are breaking even and/or making a
SUR¿W,IQRWZHQHHGWRORRNLQWRVHOOLQJDQG
adding these properties to our tax roll.
- We need to look into consolidations of
properties; such as the libraries and community centers. Choose a centralized location
and combined them. This will cut expenses
for both maintenance of the properties and
operation expenses.
- We need to look into getting these
abandoned rundown properties either torn
down for new builds or rehabbed to have a
positive impact on the tax roll. When only
half of the city is paying into the city, that
GRHVQRWKHOSZLWKWKHGH¿FLWHLWKHU
,NQRZWKDWWKH¿QDQFLDOVLWXDWLRQRIWKH
city is not going to change overnight, this
has been years in the making; which got us
to where we are. But we need to start making
these changes to one day get ahead. But expecting the citizens to carry the brunt of it, is
QRWWKHDQVZHU
)LUH'HSDUWPHQW&KDUJHIRU09$DVVLVtance: Potential good source of revenue, but
the more important question is; where will the
funds go? and will they be used wisely by our
administration?
The NF Fire Department is proposing a
charge for their involvement when assisting at
09$¶VPRWRUYHKLFOHDFFLGHQWV6WDWLVWLFDOO\
WKH)LUH'HSDUWPHQWLVWKH¿UVWRQVFHQHZKHQ
D09$LVFDOOHGLQ
When the Fire Department has to assist
with extractions and/or clean-up of contaminates; such as oils and gases from wrecked
vehicles, they will submit a bill for these
services, to the vehicle owner’s insurance
company, similar to other expenses associated
with an accident such as towing, storage, etc.
The vehicle owners insurance company
ZLOO¿UVWGHWHUPLQHZKRLVWKHDWIDXOWSDUW\LI
involving multiple vehicles. The vehicle owner at fault would be responsible for paying the
charge from their property damage liability
coverages.
In single vehicle accidents, the charges
would be paid out of the vehicle owner’s comprehensive/collision coverage, if applicable,
or their property liability coverage on their
policy.
These additional charges could increase
vehicle owner’s premiums, as well as cause
potential limitation issues, if the additional charges exceed coverage limits on their
policies.

Analysis

Mayor Paul Dyster, who led the city to
¿QDQFLDOUXLQWKURXJKH[WUDYDJDQWVSHQGLQJ
if his wife gives him permission to not run
for reelection, will endorse a successor: The
young man’s name is Seth Piccirillo, currently
head of community development.
7KH5HSRUWHU¿UVWEHFDPHDFTXDLQWHG
ZLWK3LFFLULOORLQZKHQWKH\HDUROG
proposed a plan to pay college graduates with
DQDVVRFLDWHGHJUHHRUEHWWHULIWKH\
moved to designated areas in the city and
stayed two years.
"Creative, young professionals make
decisions on where they are going to live. We
have to build neighborhoods that attract them
here," said Piccirillo.
When the plan was announced - with a
SULFHWDJRIWKHLGHDZDVVRQRYHO
that it got international press – exposing to
the world that Niagara Falls was desperate
HQRXJKWRSD\SHRSOHWROLYHWKHUH/RV$QJHles, Seattle, Boston, New York City, Charlotte,
Las Vegas, Portland weren't paying people. In
fact, people are saving to move to those places
and get away from Niagara Falls.
Still the liberal media sang the praise of
Piccirillo, calling his plan "bold," "broad" and
GUDPDWLF$%&1HZVFRPSDUHG3LFFLULOOR
to Nik Wallenda: "In Niagara Falls, N.Y., a
man shortly will attempt a daring feat…" the
correspondent reported breathlessly.
Yet, as they praised the big-government
lad’s idea of using taxpayers’ money to socially engineer the type of people a city wants,
they had to explain why it was necessary in
WKH¿UVWSODFH
7KH$VVRFLDWHG3UHVV&%6+X൶QJWRQ
3RVW*RRG0RUQLQJ$PHULFD$%&WKH6DQ
Francisco Chronicle, and every other news
outlet reported on our "rapidly dwindling
city".
The UK’s Telegraph wrote, “the city
appears almost to be a shell. The streets are
lined with boarded-up shops and derelict
houses. Bars and restaurants are few and far
between. Some neighbourhoods are nearly
HPSW\«$OPRVWSHUFHQWRIIDPLOLHVLQWKH
city today survive on “sub-poverty” levels of
LQFRPHVWXGHQWVTXDOLI\IRUIUHHVFKRRO
lunches; nearly 20 percent of residents receive
IRRGVWDPSVRIWKHFLW\¶VKRPHV
are vacant, while more than 800 are unsafe to
occupy.”
7KH$VVRFLDWHG3UHVVUHSRUWHGRXUFRQGLBut the important question is; will the tion was so bad we needed to "try anything".
revenue be used wisely by the administration? Niagara Falls got millions of dollars’ worth of
Or will it be spent carelessly as past history
bad publicity.
has shown?

While it may sound silly to pay tall people to
live in Niagara Falls, is it any less stupid or
wasteful to pay college grads? Neither plan
can work. And the idea that a city is so desperate that it has to pay people to live here,
just cheapens the image of the city. How
about making the city a place where people
will want to pay to live instead of vice versa.

Despite the Piccirillo plan – and a similar
Dyster scheme to prop up population by
LPSRUWLQJUHJLVWHUHGVH[R൵HQGHUVDQGYLROHQW
parolees – it did not succeed in reversing the
exodus that began more than a half century
ago. The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that
WKHSRSXODWLRQRI1LDJDUD)DOOVLV
GRZQIURPZKHQWKH3LFFLULOORSODQ
WRRNH൵HFW
Since the initial buzz of publicity, little
KDVEHHQKHDUGRIWKHSODQ$QGWKHUHWXUQV
out to be a good reason for that. During the
¿UVWPRQWKVMXVWVHYHQLQGLYLGXDOVPRYHG
to Niagara Falls despite the promise of the
VWLSHQG
"The program is going well," Piccirillo
told the Reporter at the time. “We see it as a
part of an overall marketing strategy for the
city, just another piece of the puzzle."
During the next four years, another eight
people took the free money. Three seem to
have remained. One reportedly moved to
%X൵DOR
Now that Piccirillo is planning to run for
mayor, some say the idea should be enhanced
and the amount paid to college grads increased. Others say that to increase population, we have to pay other classes of people
to come here. One suggestion was to pay tall
people since “tall young professionals make
decisions on where they are going to live. We
have to build neighborhoods that attract them
here."
The best suggestion we heard is to pay
people a stipend to move here if they will vote
for Piccirillo. They would only have to live
here until election day next year.
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LIKE "THE ACTION
NIAGARA FALLS"
ON FACEBOOK!!

WEEKLY HEADLINES Peak Fall Conditions!

2YHUQLJKW1LDJDUD)DOOV3ROLFHUHVSRQGLQJWR(OHYHQRQWKHEORFN
of Niagara Street for an armed robbery.
$1LDJDUD)DOOVZRPDQVXVWDLQHGVHULRXVLQMXULHVDVL[LQFKZRXQGWR
her head - after she refused to give a man cigarettes and cereal at an apartPHQWEXLOGLQJRQ1LDJDUD6WUHHW$OSKRQVR0RRG\ZKROLYHVLQWKH
same building as the victim, was arrested.
,QWKHODWHKRXUVRI:HGQHVGD\2FWREHUWKRUHDUO\KRXUVRI2FWREHU
WK1LDJDUD)DOOV3ROLFHUHVSRQGHGWRWKH6HQHFD2PHVWDWLRQRQ1LDJDUD
Street after a report of a wheelchair being stolen that was on the back of a
van.
,QWKHHDUO\PRUQLQJKRXUVRI)ULGD\2FWREHUWK1LDJDUD)DOOV3ROLFH
DQG)LUHUHVSRQGHGWRUHSRUWVRIJXQ¿UHRQWKHEORFNRI)DOOV6WUHHW
Upon arriving, law Enforcement learned one individual sustained a serious
gunshot wound and another was stabbed.
-Niagara Falls Police were recently requested to 22nd and Niagara Street
for a male walking around in the middle of the street wearing just his unGHUZHDUDWWHPSWLQJWREORFND¿UHWUXFNIURPSDVVLQJE\
-Early Saturday morning Niagara Falls Police and Medical responded to
WKHEORFNRI+LJKODQG$YHQXHIRUUHSRUWVRIJXQ¿UH$IWHUDUULYLQJ
police discovered there was a shootout between two individuals. One of
which was shot resulting in serious injury.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to a call of a stolen vehicle at a gas station
RQWKHEORFNRI3LQH$YHQXH7KHYHKLFOHZDVDUHG)RUG(VFDSHZKLFK
was left running and unattended.
,QWKHHDUO\PRUQLQJKRXUVRI6XQGD\2FWREHUVW1LDJDUD)DOOV3ROLFH
responded to a call on the 800 block of Main Street for a person of interest
who matched the description of a man who was jumping on Niagara Rehab
employee vehicles while shirtless and barefoot.

This week's fall foliage report
FRQ¿UPVWKDWSHDNFRQGLWLRQVDUH
reaching Western New York!!
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Weekly Update on Veteran House Renovation
Ken Tompkins
NF City Councilman
*LYHQWKDWWKLVLVRXU¿IWKXSGDWH
from the original story, I thought it
would be smart to give some context
about what we are trying to do here.
Timothy and Colleen Degenhardt
thought they did their homework when
looking for a contractor to build an
addition onto their home.
Timothy, a disabled army veteran,
has health ailments that limit his ability
WRXVHKLVOHJV$VDUHVXOWWKH'HJHQhardt’s were looking to add a bedroom
to the back of the house so that Timothy would not have to climb any stairs.
8QIRUWXQDWHO\DSURMHFWWKDWDW¿UVW
seemed quick and easy, did not stay
that way for long.
The “so-called contractor,” Kyle
Edwards, who Colleen calls a “criminal” and a “thief,” took their money
and left them with nothing but huge
trenches in the ground. Some of which
were at least two feet deep.
Degenhardt gave Edwards roughly
WRZDUGVWKHSURMHFW
7KH'HJHQKDUGW¶V¿OHGLQ6PDOO
&ODLPV&RXUWVHHNLQJWKHLU
back, but were ultimately unsuccessful.
Despite Edwards not showing up to
court, the judge only entered a judgPHQWLQWKHLUIDYRUIRU
Timothy and Colleen found out the
hard way that a judgement and collectLQJRQDMXGJPHQWDUHWZRGL൵HUHQW
WKLQJV$VDUHVXOWQRWRQHFHQWKDV
been collected.
In a true showing of community,
numerous businesses have donated
their time, supplies and money to make
this project a reality.
7KLVZHHNRQWK6WUHHWKDVUHDOO\
been something. Cortese Construction
6HUYLFHV¿QLVKHGDOOWKHIUDPLQJWKH
doors and windows. The closet is also
framed in on the inside. The rough
electrical has been completed by IBEW
/RFDODQGLQVSHFWHGE\WKHFLW\
'DQ7KRPSVRQ5RR¿QJSXOOHGLQ
on the event and put on the roof and
installed a skylight. We ran into some
issues because of the solar panels on
the houses roof. They were too close
to the new addition, not allowing the
FUHZWRSXWWKHÀDVKLQJRQDQGVHDOWKH
existing roof to the addition. This was
a major problem. I decided to bring in
my ace in the hole to help and give me
advice...my father, Ken Tompkins. My
dad, in his early 80's, came right over
and came up with a viable solution and
when Dom Morganti joined us in the
mix; we decided that the solar panels
must come down temporarily.
Not sure how to proceed, I once
again reached out to Mark Grozio and
,%(:,ZDVWROG/HWPHVHHZKDW
I can do". Shortly after, I received a
phone call that Russ Quarantillo was
going to have a crew of apprentices
there on Monday night to remove the
panels and reinstall when needed.
By the time I arrived on-site after
work they were carrying the panels to
WKHJDUDJH0LNH6LHNK$GDP0DUNHO
.ULVWHQ%RQHV+HJHUW\-D\OLQ6PLWK
and James Strassburg made short work
of it.
My father showed up and we decided on the plan to tie in the old roof
to the addition. Tuesday will bring back
Morganti Construction, they will side
the rest of the addition and part of the

back of the house to tie it all together.
Dom is a perfectionist, very detail
oriented. I couldn't have asked for a
EHWWHUFUDIWVPDQ7URWW&ODVVRI
stepping right up to the plate. We need
another vocational school to give the
training that Trott gave all of us former
graduates......just saying.
I have never met Brian of Urban Insulation, but I contacted them
and they gladly joined in the project.
Within two (2) days of calling him,
they had a man on-site and provided
all the materials. In no time, the room
was warm and quiet, sealed from the
elements. This company truly understands community.
-DVRQ.OHLQDND6KRYHO+HDG
Stump Grinding, answered my call for
help in removing some dirt piles. Jason

is a one man show and is just getting
VWDUWHGRXW+HPDGHWLPHWRKHOS
us out so if you need post holes dug,
stumps ground or some yard work done
please remember his name.
I now have the measurements for
the drywall and I'm working on getting
it delivered.
Charlie and Sonny Barone of Barone Builders will be on-site Wednesday to cut through the back wall of the
old house and install the new doorway.
I must say that the trades community have really shined on this project.
Every company, no matter how big or
small, said yes.. suppliers came through
in a huge way and all the unions really
showed me about union pride. I am
grateful and humbled to work with
them all. Niagara Falls, WNY.....we

52&.

6

NIAGARA REPORTER OCTOBER 24, 2018 - OCTOBER 30, 2018

Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your
business in
our "Food at
the Fold!"
Call
(716) 990-3677
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Mike Hudson was Niagara Falls - A Man Who
Made Us Take A Closer Look at Ourselves
had fallen asleep or not, or if he had just
been distracted by something crawling on
WKHÀRRURULIVRPHWKLQJWKDWKDGSDUNHG
LWVHOIXSRQWKHODSRIKLVUX൷HGVODFNV$
few moments passed before his head rose
up like a rainbow after the storm, and the
redness of his bluish and tired-looking
eyes had began to glow with an almost
adolescent look of joie de vivre; the same
warm look of happiness that I often saw
upon the faces of drunken shipmates
ZKHQWKH\DZDNHQHGWR¿QGWKDWWKH\KDG
Ken Hamilton
arrived safely back to the ship, and were
$VVDGDVLWPD\VHHPWRPRVWWKH
not too seriously injured. Mike grinned
WUXWKLVWKDWLQPDQ\ZD\V0LNH+XGVRQ
and then belched out words that would
was both a mirror and a mirror-image
soon cause me needing to change the inof the city of Niagara Falls. That’s why
terpretation of long-held views of which
some liked him most of the time, and
even I had been a part, both elsewhere
why some hated him all of the time.
and here at home; and I would suddenly
This upcoming Saturday marks the
realize that home wasn’t as sleepy as I
¿UVWDQQLYHUVDU\RIKLVGHDWK7KRXJKKH had once thought.
and his body are gone from this place,
“You’re wroooongh, Kenny,” Mike
his, and our legacies, remain; and both
growled out with exaggerating emphasis.
remain remarkably the same as they were “There’s lllllahwwwts of newsh in Niagbefore he arrived.
ara Falls. Lahwwwts of newsh.”
,QWKHV0LNHFDPHDVD
5HPDUNDEO\0LNHZDVULJKW%XW
reporter for the Niagara Gazette. I was
in order to understand Mike and other
then doing the Voices of the People radio people like him, one must use both sides
EURDGFDVWRQ:--/$0DQGGHFLGHG of their brain, as I had to do that mornWRLQWURGXFHKLPWRP\DXGLHQFH+HVDW LQJ,IRXQGKLPWREHR൵HQVLYHDQG
across from me in the tiny Main Street
then enlightening, as if he had just taken
VWXGLRERRWKDWRQD6DWXUGD\PRUQ- a slowly developing photograph of my
ing, separated only by a Dutch wall and
WKRXJKWVE\XVLQJDQRYHUO\EULJKWÀDVK
the ledge upon which the then-antiquated I then had to set aside my feelings about
FRQWUROSDQHOZDVVLWWLQJ+LVKDJJDUG
him and began to absorb the truth in what
appearance indicated that he had either
KHZDVVD\LQJ$VWKXV,FDPHWRDSSUHbeen up all night drinking, or that he had
ciate the astute observer of people and
slept in the clothes that he had worn the
brilliant writer that he truly was. While
previous day, or both. I had read some of the words were his, I felt as though I had
his impressive stories and had surmised
stood in front of some mystic mirror and
that there was no way that such clarity
taken that photograph myself; seeing me,
RIWKRXJKWFRXOGHYHUKDYHÀRZHGIURP
the past and future in the photo and mirthe mind of the man who then sat across
ror with remarkable and singular resonatfrom me, but his bloodshot eyes would
ing clarity. There was, and is still, lots of
prove to beguile his brilliance and attennews in Niagara Falls.
tiveness.
But the very essence of the news
I launched right into the interview,
is mostly bad by nature. It’s that way
welcoming him to what I thought to be
EHFDXVHE\GH¿QLWLRQWKHµQHZV¶LV
my sleepy but well-visited little homeabout the new and/or unusual occurrence
town.
of events. The problem in our small and
I said to him, “You must hate coming seemingly anesthetized town is that we
from New York and Cleveland to a place
had become so jaded and complacent
like Niagara Falls, where there isn’t
with so many bad things happening
much news?” Mike had draped his chin
around us that they just weren’t news
upon his chest, and I wasn’t sure if he
DQ\PRUHLWZDVMXVWQRUPDO$QRXWVLGHU

can see those things that have blinded
us for so long. That’s why I cringe upon
SHRSOHUXQQLQJIRUSXEOLFR൶FHOLVWLQJ
as an attribute that they have been in
the city all their lives. It suggests their
part in making the city what it is today.
Mike, an outsider, would actually tell us
that our metaphorical baby was uglier
than most babies elsewhere, and it would
R൵HQGXVHYHQWKRXJKWUXH:HZDQWHG
to hear how well dressed it was while
hanging our hopes on the few beautiful
things that were in the buggy with it.
$VWKHZDWHUIDOOVDW1LDJDUDDUHD
natural wonder, many people have to also
wonder about the necessary nature of
SHRSOHOLNH0LNHLQRXUZRUOG$VVDGDV
it may seem, he was the embodiment of
the city itself: at times duplicitous and on

one side in one circumstance, and then on
the other side at other times.
We’re like that too; loving our
city at times and then hating it at othHUWLPHV:HµDUH¶RXUFLW\:HUHDOO\
need to give what Mike did for us some
serious consideration; for if we really
loved ourselves -- our city, as much as
we often claim, then would we really be
OLNHZHDUHWRGD\"$QGLIZHKDWHG0LNH
in the way that some folks say that they
did, why are things still much the same
after he left as they were long before he
thankfully came and made us take a good
ORRNDWRXUVHOYHV"$IWHUDOOWKLQJVZHUH
PXFKEHWWHUZKHQ0LNH+XGVRQZDVKHUH
and taking photos of us with his brilliantO\LOOXPLQDWLQJÀRZLQJDQGRIWHQFDXVWLF
words; weren’t we?
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Skatepark Cont.
dent. “We have had cookouts there
and celebrated birthdays there. It’s
not like we are there to cause damage or do anyone any harm. We are
there to make friends and skate.”
)URPWDONLQJWRFLW\R൶FLDOV
the Niagara Reporter estimates that
more than forty kids have been
using the park.
It is a well-known place among
the skateboarding community
bringing in kids from as far away as
Lockport and Rochester into North
Tonawanda.
6LQFHNLGVIURPDFURVV
North Tonawanda, Lockport, and
beyond had been utilizing the skate
park without incident.
“The tennis court has been in
disrepair for a long time,” said
Kevin Lorenz, Skateboarder. “Since
we set up shop here there has been
no tennis nets, no pipes to hold nets
up and no one has used it for tennis
courts. We just want a place where
we can learn our craft and for the
last two years that’s what we were

able to do.”
Without notice, the City put the
brakes on future utilization of the
tennis courts by posting “no skateboarding” signs and putting locks
all around the site.
&LW\R൶FLDOVVD\WKH\GLGLWRXW
of safety concerns.
“There are a couple issues with
LW´VDLG/XNH%URZQ&LW\$WWRUQH\
“One, it is not designed as a skate
park. It is a tennis court and with
the ramps on it no one can use it for
its intended purpose. The second
issue is that you can put as many
signs up as you want, but people are
still going to sue the City if they get
hurt.”
In the City’s defense, they did
consider putting up “Skate at Your
Own Risk” signs, but Luke Brown
told the Niagara Reporter that not
only would it not prevent the City
from possible legal action, but it
did not make the area any safer for
skateboarders.
“In the past few months we had

a new department head for the Parks
and Recreation Department,” said
$XVWLQ7\OHF$OGHUPDQ$W/DUJH
“and he had concerns about safety
given that it was city property. I was
kind of like, let the kids skate, but at
the same time we do not want to get
sued.”
It’s not only kids who want to
skate. It’s neighbors too.
Becky Miller has lived across
the street from the park and says
they have never caused any problems for anyone in the area.
“The kids have always been

respectful,” said Miller. “They pick
up after their mess and most importantly do not make a ton of noise. I
can’t remember a time when they
ZHUHQRWRXWE\SP,WLVDVKDPH
they locked it up.”
There is another skate park in
North Tonawanda located at the
Rainbow Roller Rink, but kids say
it’s not designed for the kind of
skateboarding that they like to do.
Ultimately leaving many of the
skateboarders that once loved to
come to Miller Street with no place
to go.
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Hunting Season Safety Tips from the
Niagara Outdoors Store
agara Outdoors, says the number of accidents with hunting
do not happen on the ground
It’s that magical time of
but in trees from using tree
the year that people across
stands.
Western New York have been
+HVD\VDFRPELQDWLRQRI
waiting all year for; hunting
bad equipment and poor judgseason.
ment are leading to people not
Early bow hunting season
is underway and runs through getting into trees properly.
“There are more mistakes
1RYHPEHUWK5HJXODU'HHU
in that than in any part of our
+XQWLQJVHDVRQNLFNVR൵
system. It’s in the tree stands.
1RYHPEHUWKDQGJRHVWLOO
It could be old stands that are
'HFHPEHUWK
put up and not maintained.
+XQWLQJH[SHUWVVD\LWLV
something that many look for- Going up without some sort of
ward to each year and with that safety device is a huge error
that we see too often,” said
excitement there also comes
Pippard.
a need for safety. With that in
To avoid these errors, Pipmind, employees at Niagara
Outdoors in North Tonawanda pard says checking equipment
should be done months in
have been working overtime
advance - around June or July
trying to get people the right
- and not a week before the
gear so they are out hunting
season starts.
safe.
+HDOVRVD\VLW¶VLPSRUWDQW
“Once people go out their
for people to take their time
senses are elevated in the air
and not rush when going out
and they are elevated, with
hunting.
one error and they are on the
“I always say I would
ground, gravity beat them,
WKH´VDLG-H൵3LSSDUG2ZQHU rather be a half hour early than
a minute late because when
of Niagara Outdoors.
you are a minute late what are
-H൵3LSSDUGRZQHURI1L-

Brendan McDonough

\RXGRLQJ"<RXDUHUXVKLQJ
$QGZKHQLWFRPHVWRVDIHW\
when hunting there should be
no rushing. There are things
that need to be set properly.
So, if you rush through that,
even getting to your stand in
the morning while it’s dark or
wet, you run the risk of creating a scenario that risks your
well-being as well as others
around you,” said Pippard.
Unlike what many people
think, New York State does

not have a color system for
KXQWLQJ$ORWRIVWDWHVUHTXLUH
hunters to wear orange but
New York State does not.
“They want you to identify your target,” said Pippard.
“If you put orange out there
what you are doing is looking
for what is not orange and it
moves and that put you on the
point of aiming and shooting
and it’s not right.”
Late Bow Season runs DeFHPEHUWKWKURXJKWKHWK
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Kids Pumpkin Day

Brendan McDonough
More than 2 dozen kids
gathered at the Imagine Community Gardens on Saturday,
October 20th, not to dig in the
dirt but to carve pumpkins.
The event was all part of
WKHVW$QQXDO.LGV3XPSNLQ
Day where more than sixty
pumpkins were donated for

people to carve into any crazy
or creative design they choose.
The event was open to both
kids and adults. For many, it
R൵HUHGDQRSSRUWXQLW\WRFDUYH
a pumpkin that they might not
have had otherwise.
“It’s funny because at some
of our other gardens we have
had children that have never
carved a pumpkin before in

their life,” said Bob Zima,
President of Imagine ComPXQLW\*DUGHQV³$QGLW¶V
not only the kids, some parents have never even carved a
pumpkin. It’s a really fun event
because we bring the kids and
parents together. When they
start scooping the pumpkins
it is just amazing to see the
smiles on their faces.”

Decals and patterns were
available to help people get
that perfect design. There was
also free donuts and cider
available to anyone who attended the event. Members of
Imagine Community Gardens
say they plan to hold the event
again next year.
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