
This newspaper has learned 
through sources close to the Seneca 
Nation that the arbitration between 
the Senecas and the State of New 
York over gaming payments is set to 
begin in December now that a third 
arbitrator has been selected by the 
two sides.

"The question still remaining is 
where will the arbitration be held. 
New York City, as the state insists, 
or in Western New York, the favored 
venue of the Senecas," said a Sen-

eca Nation source familiar with the 
negotiations.

The Senecas reportedly pre-
fer Buffalo as the venue because 
it would not require the costs of 
setting up a legal headquarters in 
New York City, far from home, to 
conduct the arbitration.  

Sources say the state could set 
up anywhere in New York without 
incurring large expenses compared 
to what it would cost the Senecas to 
go to the big city.

Some insiders see Governor 
Andrew Cuomo's hand at play in 

arguing over the venue. Many say 
delaying the arbitration past the 
November state elections would be 
a win for Cuomo who is running 
for a third term because of the high 
stakes involved for the three cities 
(Niagara Falls, Buffalo, Salamanca) 
that have not received slot revenue 
payments from the Senecas since 
early last year.

A loss for Cuomo prior to the 
elections could be devastating. 

The Senecas say the 2002 

FREE July 18th, 2018 - July 24th, 2018 Vol. 19, No. 10 FREE

Find Coupons & Specials at the "Fold" (pg. 6)

NiagaraReporter.com

(Cont. on pg. 2)

PAGES 4 & 5

  By:  Tony Farina

Gaming Arbitration Set for December as 



2

NIAGARA REPORTER JULY 18, 2018 - JULY 24, 2018

gaming compact is clear and their 

in slot revenue to the cities in ex-
change for operating casinos ended 
in 2016.  

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul is on 
record as saying the Senecas should 
keep up their commitment while the 
arbitration process play out because 
they are continuing to generate huge 
sums of revenues due to their exclu-
sivity agreement under the contract.  

As of this article, Niagara Falls
is facing a projected $13 million

making their plans without banking 
on receiving any payments from the 
Senecas in the near future; if ever.

"We have to plan on putting 
together a budget without that 
(casino) money," said Niagara Falls 
Council Chairman Andy Touma.  

What the mayor and the council 

possible and raise new revenue, 
possibly through taxes, to close the 

city.
But there is a dispute among 

council members even now, with 
Republican Chris Voccio, a lone 4 
to 1 underdog on the council, over 
the recent Supreme Court Janus 
decision which ruled that teach-
ers unions and other public sector 
unions can no longer collect agency 
fees which are mandatory in 22 
states, including New York.

This Wednesday, the four 
lawmakers supporting a resolution 
condemning the Janus high court 
ruling will hold a press conference 
at 5 p. m. before the regular council 
meeting to explain their position.

While Voccio contends his 
fellow lawmakers are signaling their 
intention to side with the unions in 
upcoming budget negotiations at the 
expense of taxpayers, Touma, him-
self a member of the state teachers 
union, says Voccio has got it wrong.

"There is a disconnect," says 

Touma, "our resolution has no 
bearing on taxes.  The Supreme 
Court decision has a high impact 
on unions and the majority of our 
middle class here in Niagara Falls 
are union members.  We need a 
good relationship with our unions 

crisis and we hope they will make 
concessions.  We need to make cuts 
and ask our residents to step up.  We 
want to minimize the damage across 
the board."

Touma suggested that Voccio is 
unrealistic if he thinks the city can 
cut employees and maintain ser-
vices.  

"We have to do what we have to 
do," he said, "and we have to make 
tough decisions, like we have in the 
past."

For his part, Voccio insists the 
council resolution condemning the 
Janus decision sends the wrong 
message about dealing with the 

should not be cozying up to unions 
when 80 percent of the city budget 
is personnel costs.

All this is playing out with no 
end in sight to the gaming dispute 
and city leaders will continue to 
face enormous challenges as they 

without the casino slot money 
which they have depended on so 
heavily in recent times. Stay tuned 
for what happens next. 

Touma, Scott, Kennedy and Tompkins Support Resolution 
Supporting Union Workers; Voccio Sole Opposition

The Seneca Niagara Resort & Casi-
no in Niagara Falls

Council Chairman Andy Touma
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Photos courtesy of Rob Bennett, RobShots

Traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall Visits Niagara Falls
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Members of NFPD Riase 
Money for Cancer Research

WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police are investigating a stabbing that occurred in the 600 block of 
Walnut Ave this evening.
-On July 9, 2018 at approximately 3:05 pm, the Niagara Falls Police Crash Man-
agement Team was called to respond to the 500 block of 19th Street for a two 
vehicle accident with injuries.
-NFPD Foot chase 27th and Woodlawn.
-Niagara Falls Police and Fire on scene at Tim Hortons on Niagara Falls Blvd for 
the person down in the bathroom. Possible overdose.

Prezioso, charged with kidnapping a six-year-old girl last month and instead 
charged a sex offender with the same crime.
-Larry Keiper, a level three sex offender from Niagara Falls, has been arrested for 

-Niagara Falls Police responding to 911 Robbins Drive (Hyde Park) for the male 
in only his underwear splahshing himself in the drinking fountain.
-A man who met a woman at Seneca Niagara Casino told police she stole $5,500 
in gambling winnings after they spent the night together in a nearby hotel.
-M&T Bank on Military Road was just robbed at gunpoint. The suspect is said to 
be male, African American, wearing a wig, blue face mask, and white hoody.

the search for the armed robber who robbed the M & T Bank at 880 Military Rd, 
Niagara Falls, NY.
-Zachary Messing, 18, will spend time in state prison after dropping a garbage can 
on a tourist in Niagara Falls.

vehicle at the casino valet.
-Niagara Falls Police responding to the Subway on Pine Avenue for an armed 
robbery. Witnesses state that they saw a suspect drive off in a silver Saturn.
-A new sculpture evoking Niagara Falls has been installed in the falls' namesake 
city.

Photo courtesy of Rob Bennett, RobShots

LIKE "THE ACTION 
NIAGARA FALLS" 
ON FACEBOOK!!

The FBI is now assisting local 
police in the investigation of the armed 
robbery of the M&T Bank on Military 
Rd. in Niagara Falls on Wednesday 
around noon time.

Witnesses described the suspect 
as a male around 6 feet tall weighing 
between 180 lbs to 200 lbs. The suspect 
was wearing a wig with a hat on and 
also wore gloves. 

They say he displayed a weapon 

and 
demanded an undetermined amount of 
money.

Other agencies that assisted Niaga-
ra Falls Police were the Niagara County 
Sheriffs, US Border Patrol, New York 
State Police, 2 k-9 units and a Home-
land Security Helicopter.

The suspect has not been caught 
and authorities remain searching for 
him.

Bank Robber Still on the Loose

Photo courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls

A New Sculpture Arrives in 
Downtown Niagara Falls

A new sculpture evoking Ni-
agara Falls has been installed in 
the falls' namesake city.

The work by Buffalo artist 
Jesse Walp was unveiled Friday 
in downtown Niagara Falls, New 
York. 

The towering art installation 
is 14 feet (4 meters) wide and 26 

feet (8 meters) tall and meant to 
mimic the splashing of water at 
the base of the falls. Blue spheres 
representing water droplets spar-
kle above a metal arch.

The piece was funded with 
$60,000 from Empire State De-
velopment's Niagara Falls sub-
sidiary.

Photo courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls

Members of the Niagara Falls 
Police Department participated in 
the 11 Day Power Play at the Har-
borCenter on July 13th. 

The team was able to raise 
$3,945.

Funds raised through this event 
will help fund cancer research and 

wellness programs at Roswell Park, 
support programs for those affect-
ed by cancer through Camp Good 
Days, and help grant wishes to chil-
dren with life-threatening illnesses 
with the help of the Make-a-Wish 
Foundation.
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Health care workers at St. 
Mary's Hospital, represented by 
1199SEUI, United Healthcare 
Workers East, are demanding a new 
contract with Catholic Health Ser-
vices. Workers have been without a 
contract for almost a year now and 

the workers and the hospital rather 
than corporate.

Jim Scordato, area Vice Pres-
ident for 119SEIU, say that this is 
not a strike but rather an informa-
tional picket to let the community 
know what workers are dealing with 
and ask for the community's support 

union seeks a contract that offers 
-

ers; in addition, to shedding a light 

turnover rates, which workers argue 
diminishes the quality of care they 

are able to give to patients.
Scordato said there has been 

roughly 50 meeting already between 
the union and Catholic Health 
Services and more talks are sched-
uled for tomorrow. While he says 
some concessions were made, there 
is still more work to be done. He 
wouldn't rule out a possible strike 
by 1199SEIU members. If talks fail, 
Scordato says "health care workers 
at St Mary's could go on strike forc-
ing the hospital to shut down until a 
new contract can be reached."

Workers will be out along 5300 
Military Rd by the south entrance 
to the hospital until 6pm. It's worth 
noting that all workers who are par-
ticipating in this event are doing so 
on their own time. Employees who 
are scheduled to work are working 
their shifts.

Photos courtesy of Rob Bennett, RobShots

Health Care Workers Demand New Contract

Chase with a Deadly Weapon

Just before 9pm on July 10th, 

over a vehicle with several people 
inside on the 400 block of 20th 
Street. 

While checking for valid licens-
es and conducting warrant checks, 
one of the occupants decided to get 
out and try to run. 

The individual made it about 25 
yards before being wrestled to the 

they discovered that he had a gun 
on him. 

The suspect fought with police 

able to wrestle the gun away from 
him without anyone getting hurt.  

Photo courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls

THEY GOT IT WRONG

CORRECTION: in a 
story previously published in 
the Niagara Reporter it was re-
ported that Salvatore Prezioso 
was arrested and suspected to 

have attempted to kidnap a six-
year-old girl from her home in 

We now retract that story as 
he has been exonerated. 
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara 
County

Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week
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I had an awesome double treat this 
week! I got to try an amazing new place 
with my amazing foodie friend Val.  

When I asked Val to come with me to 
try a restaurant and do a review, she said 
“heck ya”, and was just as excited as I am 
and has the same passion as I do for good 
food.

We chose CHILL 443, located at 443 
Main St., Niagara Falls, in the newly reno-
vated  Wyndham Garden Hotel. 

What a classy, fun, upbeat place to 
hang, drink, and chow!!

We were greeted by Margie, the bar su-
pervisor, who greeted each and every guest 
as they entered (you don’t see that happen 
much these days). 

Normally I don’t talk a lot about the 

bar aspect of a restaurant but it is a MUST 
for this place. Here the bar is the equivalent 
of an adult retreat with its own in-house 
cocktail specialist Phillip, the bar manager 
(I actually wanted to call him Dr. Phil of 
Alcohol). 

Val and I got an education on each 
fantastic drinks we had. Phillip’s knowl-
edge of the history and understanding of 
alcohol was as refreshing as the cocktails 
he designed for us. 

As per Phillip’s recommendation, I 
started with a Whiskey Sour (Rittenhouse 
Rye, Egg white, lemon juice, simple syrup 
and peach bitters), topped with to die for 
brandy soaked cherries. So delicious!! I’ve 
never drank whiskey and this was great 
(and let me tell you that’s all I need. . . 
another “favorite drink”!!). 

Val joined in with a suggested Black-
berry Gimlet that was served with fresh 
muddled blackberries, Lockhouse Gin 
made right here in Buffalo, lime and Sim-
ple syrup.  Val opted for light syrup and it 

Between Phillip and Val I got a biology 
and history lesson as they shared their 
knowledge of food and drinks. So our next 
drinks were “Classic Cosmo’s”, Citron 
Vodka, Lime, Orange liquor, and topped 
with Cranberry juice. These we sipped 
throughout our dinner.  

On to the food!! 
We started off with the Jumbo lump 

crab cakes which were suggested by Mar-
gie.  

Truth be told, I hesitated. I love crab 
cakes and am usually disappointed because 

they can be all bread, with only a little bit 
of crab and salty as hell. I really didn’t have 
high expectations. 

Not only did these meet my expecta-
tions, but they surpassed them!! These were 
truly only made up of “fresh” Maryland 
lump crab topped with freshly made mango 
salsa that had mango, avocado, green & red 
peppers and red onion. It had a nice little 
kick to it.  

Val was even saying, “wow so fresh, 
presentation is beautiful, huge portions and 
actually healthy to boot.”  

We literally felt like we were on the 
Maryland shore.  

We shared two meals. First was the 
Seared AHI Tuna on jasmine rice served 
with charred green beans, a citrus soy 
glaze, scallions and sesame seeds. The tuna 
was cooked perfectly and it was delicious.

Second was the Blackened grilled 
Salmon topped with that fresh mango salsa 
and the charred green beans. Salmon was 

fresh and cooked and seasoned perfectly. 
We ended the meal with two mini 

cheesecakes topped with fresh mango and 
mango sauce. Wow was that exactly what 
we needed alongside of our “Philthy Mar-
tinis” (Muddled Olives, Olive juice, Titos 
Vodka, Blue Cheese stuffed Olives) that 
Jocelyn made for us.

This place is an excellent place for 
happy hour seven days a week with great 
specials and extremely attentive servers / 
staff.  

It is a great place for breakfast, lunch, 
dinner with families or just to get out and 
have fun. 

Another plus, they don’t jack up their 
prices for the tourists. LOVE IT!!

CHILL 443 has cemented a permanent 
place in my heart and I will be here often 
for happy hour, snacks and (of course) to 
try new cocktails.  

Don’t forget to tell them Jamie & Val 
sent you!!

 Restaurant Review: CHILL 443

Jamie DePetris
Food Expert/Critic
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The bright but liberal-thinking Kevin 
Nichols clearly doesn’t like President 
Trump.  The former Niagaran often 
makes negative posts about Trump on a 
Niagara-area Facebook page.  One such 

London’s 35,000-person Trafalgar Square 
in protest of the U.S. president’s England 
visit. On the other hand, Facebooker 
Amber Fisch, whose political stripe is 

-
ol’s post by saying,

 “I think America stopped catering to 
what Brit's think in 1776..”

It might be as if these two people 
are mere members of the very loud Mass 
American Political Choir, whereas one 
group is singing the baritone parts and 
another singing the soprano responses in 
a song that President Abraham Lincoln 
composed through some 160 years ago.  

Its title would have been: The Nation 
Has Never Been Stronger.  Nothing 
should sound sweeter to a true American 
than the ‘a cappella’ cacophony of such 
choir’s disparaging words.  It’s clarion 
sound chimes liberty, if not justice.

Today, we vigorously exercise what 
could be called the Republic of the 
United States’ Constitution.   Through the 
technological advances of social media, 
not only can Americans have a voice in 

foreign nationals and nation-states, as 
well as illegal immigrant groups, have 
taken a voice in our nation’s government, 
and yet we still stand!  

 That’s because America’s Constitu-
tion isn’t embodied in a single political 
party, in any one or groups of states, 
or in any single person – not even the 
president.  It is simply the idea that any 
individual can work peacefully and 
equally towards the means of life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness, as long as 
it doesn’t impede upon anyone else’s 
right to do likewise.  Too many people 
are happy that they can spend their own 
lives liberally looking for something to 
bitch about;, all in the absence of actu-
ally doing anything about their personal 
discontent.

Like any law, it has to be tested from 
time to time.  As President Abraham 
Lincoln said in his Gettysburg Address, 
"… testing whether [the United States of 
America], or any nation so conceived and 

so dedicated, can long endure." 
Because of the great free and di-

verse nature of Americans, an ongoing 
"testing," such as seen when Obama 
was hated by some and loved by others 
during his administration, and subse-
quently Trump during his, such is indeed 
a testament to the nation's ability to long 
endure. 

But the endurance of which Lincoln 
spoke was to the system’s endurance 
of the states remaining within a strong 
union, so much so, that we rally for the 
Constitution’s 3- base tenets: mutual 
defense of the nation, the facilitation of 
trade, and the promotion of the gener-
al welfare of the nation -- even as it is 
expressed in the security of our perimeter 
borders. 

Rev. Jeremiah Wright of Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Chica-
go, once said of the 9/11 attacks that, 
“America’s chickens are coming home 

many Americans.  Wright, in this case, 
wasn’t pointing to the greatest and lon-
gest-standing of American’s wrongs.  In 
a nation where everyone now seeks to be 
special, be it based upon race, national-
ity, sex or gender, religion and so many 
others, Lincoln spoke to just one special 
group: the exploitation of the African in 
America.

During Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural 
Address in 1865, he said, “Fondly do 
we hope, fervently do we pray, that this 

mighty scourge of war may speedily pass 
away. Yet, if God wills that it continue 
until all the wealth piled by the bonds-

unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until 
every drop of blood drawn with the lash 
shall be paid by another drawn with the 
sword, … so still it must be said "the 
judgments of the Lord are true and righ-
teous altogether."

Wright’s words are certainly more 
appropriate in echoes of Lincoln rather 
than in the downing of the World Trade 
Center.  How deep doth run the residuals 
of racism and its effects as a nation still 
bleeds from the unhealed scars of such?  
And how quickly and quietly we turn to 
the distractions that both the nation and 
its individuals must take in being the 
balm of that healing?

Lincoln also spoke to another side, 
with sweeter, less pointed expressions 
than those of Nichols and Fisch, and so 
many more of us all. 

Nearing the close of the Civil War, 
Lincoln said that the healing must come 
through, “… malice toward none, with 

as God gives us to see the right, let us … 
bind up the nation's wounds, to … do all 
which may achieve and cherish a just and 
lasting peace among ourselves and with 
all nations.”

Ironically, in our divisive weakness, 
our nation has never been stronger – or 
even greater!

Ken Hamilton

Lincoln, Obama & Trump Proves that the Nation 
has Never Been Stronger
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Canal Fest Returns to the Tonawandas
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It was a chance for people across 
North Tonawanda to get healthy!!

At the Fair Havens Church, or-
ganizers held the 1st annual Niagara 
Frontiers Healthy Haven Expo on 
Saturday July 14th. 

For many it was a chance to not 
only learn about health, but ways to 

stay healthy throughout the year. 
“There is something for the mind, 

body and spirit, said Athena Tucker, 
Event Organizer. "There is something 
here from pregnancy all the way up to 
senior care." 

More than 20 vendors were at the 
event.There was even a juicing station!

In addition to the nutritional value, 
workers say juicing can also prevent 
several health problems. 

“Today we have celery juice, which 
-

gal. It t also helps to lower your blood 
pressure. You are getting way more 
vitamins and you are cleansing the 
body too,” said Bethany Modiea, Juice 
Station Volunteer.

Free blood pressure screenings 
were also available and an entire area 
was set up for dental hygiene educa-
tionm which according to organizers is 
something many too often ignore. 

“A lot of people do not take care of 

their teeth as much as the rest of their 
body," said Mindy Dogmanitus, UB 
Dental. "I think there is a low perceived 
need, as well as people just do not want 
to spend the time and a lot of people do 
not have dental insurance."

Free tooth brushes, tooth paste, and 

help people improve their oral health.
There was also a breast cancer 

Art on Full 
Display as 
Canal Fest 
Activities 

Begin

Artists from all over were show-
ing off their best work at the "Chalk 
it up Street Art" Contest on Sunday 
July 15th.

It’s is just one of many events 
being held at Canal Fest this week. 

Contestants could work in teams 
and they were judged on their over-
all work. 

The chalk was provided to them 
and part of the rules were that they 
must keep their work in a strict 8x10 
space. 

For many it’s a chance to show-
case their talents and step outside 
their comfort zones. 

“I think it is a really cool way to 
do art instead of using materials and 
the varieties of color and how they 
present themselves is really cool. It 

outside because you are sweating, 
and people are watching you,” said 
Isabella Battaglia, Artist.

Others say the competition not 
only helps them, but gives people 
walking around the Canal Festival a 
chance to see art. 

“I think it gets people that may 
not walk into a studio the chance to 
experience art," said Danielle Neal, 
Artist. "It’s also fun for me to do art 
that is not permanent. You can play 
around with it a little more."

The art work was judged on 
originality, creativity, visual impact 
and artistic interpretation of the 
theme. 

Prizes were handed out to the 
top winners.

Brendan McDonough

Brendan McDonough

A Healthier North Tonawnada
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workshop and information to help peo-

here as far as real estate and home 
inspections," said Tucker, "and we also 
have information here to help people 
sign up for health insurance."

It was a one day event that organiz-
ers are hoping will help give residents 
the tools to lead a healthier lifestyle. 

Next year they are hoping the 
health expo will be even bigger. With 
more information and more vendors for 
people in North Tonawanda to stop at.




