
There is little doubt that changes 
are occurring rather rapidly at the 
Niagara Falls Water Board.

 
Ever since Nick Forster and Dan 

O’Callaghan became board members 
in 2017 things are happening fast. 
O’Callaghan is chairman of the Water 

person Water 
Board  – is also 
chairman of the 
Niagara County 
Democratic Party.

Some thought 
when he was 

by the Niagara 
Falls City Council 
that his was a 
purely political 
appointment. In 
this case those 

who thought so appear to be wrong.
 
Putting politics aside – since we 

all drink water  - regardless of party 

have taken a novel approach to being 
a board member, 
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ternational news outlets, including the New York 
Times, NY Post, Fox News, Heavy.com, and oth-
ers with breaking the story, and bringing to light 
through his publications which include Frank-
report.com, Artvoice, and the Niagara Report-

labor and other crimes perpetrated by Keith Ra-
niere and members of his notorious sex-slave cult.
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On March 26, 2018, the District 
Court for the Eastern District of New York 

Raniere, was arrested in Mexico.  Raniere 

conspiracy to commit forced labor.
International news outlets credited 

and the Bronfman heiresses’ illicit fund-

-

forcibly branded as part of initiation into 
the secret “sorority” DOS. 

Inside Edition reported that Parlato 
“has worked for years to document the in-

Report’” launched its miniseries on human 

-

Wiih Raniere in federal custody, the 
-

tions that Allison “Pimp” Mack, whom he 
-

cult, will be the next arrestee, reports The 

Mirror.co.uk has styled Parlato a 

reportedly en-route to the Eastern District 
of New York where a determination of 

currently in federal custody.
-

series of the illicit cult was by the New 

-
ed,” which described the cult, the human 

Edmondson’s induction into DOS and how 

The article further reported that many 
of Raniere’s followers learned of DOS 
from Parlato’s website, FrankReport.com.

Federal law enforcement in the Eastern 

New York Times publication in October 
-

DOJ’s interest in the sex cult.
But the actual dissolution of the cult 

-

publication of the October 2017 New York 

that the 2017 “V-Week,” (an annual cele-
bration of Raniere’s birthday, who is called 

V-Week takes its name) had an exception-

-

Toni Natalie explained the abuse she 

Rick Ross, who was sued for years by the 

Parlato Credited with Breaking Raniere/Bronfman Sex 
Cult Criminal Organization

Frank Parlato Jr.
Publisher and Editor in Chief
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member at his parents’ behest, told the 
audience about how the cult hired people to 

-

Natalie, whom USA Today reports Raniere 

and a criminal indictment, since they 

since Raniere’s arrest. Albany’s WNYT 
reports that Natalie “says Raniere uses 

look what happens to them.’”
-

ed a petition later in support of Raniere, 
dated March 27, as shared with the Albany 

justice corrupted by prejudice, lies and 

ironic: justice has indeed been corrupted, 

of multiple decades, where defectors and 
-

-

desist” letters to DOS defectors, and that 
Clare Bronfman made multiple attempts 

Sarah Edmondson, who defected from the 
cult last year.

-

Andrews, based on her freelance expose on 

the Bronfmans in Vanity Fair. The law-
suit was purely retaliatory. Reported The 

York Senate majority leader, Joseph Bruno, 

articles about Raniere and the cult. 
After the stories ran, the Ra-

Raniere Toni Natalie and Barbara Bouchey, 
was also dismissed.

Raniere and Bronfman employed a 
-

and Raniere in 2007 to rehabilitate their 

of his work, Parlato succeeded in secur-

-
itude, the Bronfmans, at Raniere’s behest, 
terminated Parlato, and demanded Parlato 

-

refused to do. As soon as Parlato later 

-

-

-

Bronfman committed perjury, between Cal-
ifornia, New York, and the Western District 

-

-

that Parlato defrauded the sex-cult heiress-

NXIVM’s attorneys in the criminal case 

the case), pressed the Parlato case by com-

and infamous retired federal prosecutor, 
Anthony M. Bruce. Reported the Buffalo 

the Bronfmans by the initials C.B. and S.B. 
and claims Parlato cheated them out of the 

Bruce informed a Parlato attorney that 

criminal case in which the Bronfmans are 

State and Federal law enforcement in the 
Northern and Western Districts of New 
York had acted upon numerous complaints 

breakup of the cult, and the mainstream 

Parlato continues to report on continuous 
-

Bronfman sex-cult heiresses and Raniere.

Breaking Raniere/Bronfman Sex Cult Cont. 
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 A business that normally goes un-
noticed –  tow truck operators in the 
City of Niagara Falls may soon expe-
rience some unwanted attention.

 According to sources in City Hall, 
-

moth fee increase for tow trucks op-
erating within the city who wish to be 
on an authorized tow list that Niagara 

-
ing a tow company’s services.

 The fee for operators to be on the 
list in Niagara Falls is currently $300 
every other year, or $150 per year, 
which mirrors the county rate.

 “The rate hasn’t gone up in over 
10 years,” said Niagara Falls City 
Councilman Ken Tompkins, “so the 
administration clearly sees an oppor-
tunity.”

 According to Councilman Tomp-
kins, the initial proposal from the 

$5,000.
 “That didn’t go very far,” said 

Tompkins, saying that four of 5 coun-
cilmembers voted against the mayor’s 
huge increase.

 “The proposal at that amount 
was pulled, but now they are propos-
ing $2,500 and I’m trying to get them 
down to $1,500.”

When asked what the mentality 
would be behind raising it, Council-
man Tompkins responded, “to cover 
costs for police to inspect the shop, 
vendors, and things like that.”

 Niagara Falls City Councilman 
Chris Voccio understands why such 
an increase might be necessary.  

said Councilman Voccio, “so we’re 
going to have to make a lot of deci-
sions like this. I would rather have 
user fees or fees for permits and things 
of that nature go up instead of proper-
ty taxes increasing, which are already 

too high.”

industry who said they would be hap-
py with a $5,000 fee because it would 
take some of the smaller guys off the 
list,” said Councilman Tompkins. “On 
that same token though there are also 
people who we know want to get on 
the list that are willing to pay that kind 
of money.”

 As for the smaller towing com-
-

ly think it is a shot at the little guys. 
Regardless of whether it’s $2,500 or 
$1,500, that’s a big jump from $150 
a year.

 Henry Walerowicz, who owns 
and operates Home Maintenance En-
terprises, Inc., in  Niagara Falls, and 
whose business offers towing as a ser-
vice, is totally opposed to the idea.

 “That’s crazy,” said Walerowicz. 
“This administration shouldn’t be try-

Tow Truck Hijack: Niagara Falls Looks to Raise 
Rates Tow Truck Companies Pay to City 

Nicholas D. D'Angelo
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Tow Truck Cont.

ing to make up for money they lost by 
taking it from small businesses operat-
ing in the city.”

“It doesn’t make sense,” he said. 
“Niagara Falls Police do inspections 
all the time and give tickets for late in-
spections or expired registrations ev-
ery day. I can see it doubling to $300 
a year, or even $500, but not $2,500.”

Councilman Tompkins had an al-
ternative idea for the city to explore 
instead.

  “I would love to see us start stor-
ing cars at the DPW lot so that money 
goes to us,” said Councilman Tomp-
kins. “Buffalo does it. A lot of cities 
do it.”

 “Money is in the storage. The 
DPW lot is already fenced in and has 
24-hour security, so there would hard-
ly be any overhead costs.”

 Councilman Voccio sees similar 
increases happening in the future as 

well.
 “While I agree that a tenfold, or 

more than tenfold, fee increase is dra-
matic, there are probably a lot of other 
things that will come down the pipe 
that won’t be very appetizing either,” 
said Councilman Voccio.

 “The people elected us to make 

need to be strong. If we do the right 
thing, we will put the city in a stronger 

But if we do the wrong thing and cave 
to various interest groups, then we’re 

-
cial position than it is now.”

 There will be a meeting at the end 
of this week between Council Chair-
man Andrew Touma, Councilman 
Tompkins, and local tow truck opera-
tors to discuss what would be fair for 
a fee increase.
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something virtually unheard of in the 
history of the Water Board.

 They have taken a hands-on 
approach to managing the Water Board. 
The changes have been dramatic.

 In previous weeks we reported that 
the Board:

 ·         Appointed a top shelf 
executive director, Rolfe Porter, 
a former Cleveland Ohio deputy 
commissioner of water who has also 
worked in Buffalo as a chief engineer.

·         Changed the curious rule of the 
ethics code prohibiting board members 
from speaking to union employees at 
the water board.

·       Addressed employee grievances 
and violations of collective bargaining 
agreements.

·    Cut massive overtime abuses.
·     Fixed a record number of leaks - 

and during regular working hours.
·   Eliminated the huge backlog of 

leaks that has plagued Niagara Falls for 
years.

· Cut by more than half the 
underground water leakage/wastage of 
treated water.

·  Set in motion a campaign to get 
residents to realize that Niagara Falls 
has the cleanest, safest water in the 
USA; and is far better [and far less 

expensive] than plastic-laden water 
purchased in plastic-bottled water.

Another thing Forster and 
O’Callaghan – with help from Porter 

hydrants.

run water board: These men resolved to 

in the city actually worked.
Maybe it is a matter of pride. A lot 

of things in this city don’t work. But 

of them – Forster, O’Callaghan and 
Porter - they learned - to their immense 

hydrants, some 152 did not work.
It may not sound like much, a mere 

hydrant near your house doesn’t work 
– and you might never know it until 
the once in a lifetime need for it – you 
would be awfully blue about it.

 For Forster and O’Callaghan, they 
did not want to risk it. Porter with his 
enormous experience backed them up 
in this: A well run city does not allow 

them, they test them and then constantly 
monitor them.

And here in the Falls, 152 did not 
work.  Some were not even hooked up 
to the water main.

they found out that the last time every 
ingle hydrant worked was in 1980 – 
almost 40 years ago.

 Fast forward one year and  –  as 
of April 3, 2018 - the total number of 

nine, down from 152 and Forster said – 
the last nine will be replaced next week.

replaced, the Water Board will then test 
them to ensure they not only work, but 

or pressure – the amount that is needed 

 “We have to test every hydrant 
so that the public can rest assured that 
every hydrant in Niagara Falls has been 

the only way we can know whether or 
not the hydrant is working as it should.”

system and afterwards putting a system 
in place to do it regularly.

 “It makes sense,” Forster said, 
”for it’s what you or I would want and 

necessity.”

Hydrants Cont.
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     On Tuesday March 27th, 2018, police 
forced their way into the Plain St. home of 

inside.

mental health issues.

Police made multiple attempts to contact 
him. 

-
ful.”

custody.

enforcement.

concerned us.”
-

-
ment by police.

Barricaded Man Taken into Custody in Police 
Stand-Off Shows Alarming Militarization of 

Lewiston Police
Opinion
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   With the tourist season about 

-

-

property that was literally on the scrap 

-
er Frank Parlato took a chance on the 

-
opment efforts of the former owner.

-

-

downtown attraction in an otherwise 
barren landscape.

-

-

-

important downtown location.  It is our 

     

Tony Farina

One Niagara Welcome Center Dressing Up for Season
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One Niagara Cont.

     

the Winds.

and when Easter comes, we know the 
season is ready to roll, and so are our 

           It all started back in 2004 when 
-

Falls.

appropriate to a facility adjacent to the 
downtown location.  It is our hope that 

as the tourists from near and far come 

the Winds.

and when Easter comes, we know the 
season is ready to roll, and so are our 

           It all started back in 2004 when 
-

Falls.
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Advertise your business in 
our "Food at the Fold!"

Call (716) 990-3677
$30 Per Week

"Food at the Fold": Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout 
Niagara & Erie County
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First, I should disclose that I am not a 
golfer. I took a few lessons years ago but 
I just never took to it.

Second, I should also disclose that 
I believe public safety to be the primary 
role of government. Public safety, not 
golf.

So the long-running argument over 
the Hyde Park golf course isn’t very con-
troversial to me. But I went to DiCamil-
lo’s on Niagara Falls Boulevard recently 
to satisfy my sweet tooth and one of the 
ladies working behind the counter, recog-
nizing me as a Council member, told me 
she hoped that the golf course wouldn’t 
go away.

I assured her that it wouldn’t. The 
questions related to the golf course re-
late to who should operate the course 
and what that may mean for the rates and 
services that golfers pay for and receive 
during their recreational pursuit. And, of 

condition of the city. But the course will 
not “go away.”

Our city controller recently present-
ed to city council information that shows 
the golf course cost the city hundreds of 
thousands of dollars last year, meaning 

-
dize golfers. I love golfers, but perhaps 

self-sustaining and not require taxpayer 
subsidies. But that often happens when 
government is involved.

Some argue that the city should make 
some adjustments as to how the course 
is run, that we could operate it more ef-

if we decide the city should continue to 
operate the course, then digging in and 

to the course’s sustainability.
A question pertinent to all of this is 

whether the private sector can operate 

When I was speaking with the lady at 
DiCamillo’s I suggested to her that the 
DiCamillo family probably operates their 

-
ment could.

If you believe that private sector oper-

operators, then you can see where allow-
ing someone to come in and manage the 
Hyde Park golf course might make sense. 
And that’s why the city may be able to 

lease arrangement, to manage the affairs 
of the course.

A private-sector operator might come 
in, make some adjustments to the oper-
ation, including adjusting pricing (up or 
down) to maximize market opportunities, 

I’ve heard some argue that prices 
would go up if a private operator took 

over. Perhaps. But maybe a private op-
erator would try to gain market share by 
lowering prices to attract golfers from 
other courses. Pricing decisions would be 
untethered from political pressure, and in-
stead be based on market forces. 

To those golfers concerned about 
higher prices or anything else related to 
private operation of the course, imagine 
this: What if, years ago, city government 
decided to open a bakery. Imagine that 
prices were kept low because taxpay-
er subsidies could always be pumped 
into the operation. Then imagine that 
the DiCamillo’s paid the city to run the 
bakery. Do you think service and quality 
would get better or worse?

Imagine if Michael’s Restaurant 
was owned by the city. Then one day 
the Capizzi family paid the city to run it. 
Would food quality and service get better 

or worse?
I’m sure we would all agree that 

government is inherently unsuited to run 
bakeries and restaurants. So why a golf 
course?

I’m not sure which way the city will 
go with the golf course, but my preference 

operator who would lease the golf course 
and pay us for that privilege. Instead of 
taking taxpayer dollars and pumping 
them into the golf course, perhaps the 
city could invest those resources in public 
safety. In cops on the streets.

Maybe someone from DiCamillo’s or 
Michael’s could take over the course. 

Chris Voccio is a Niagara Falls City 
Council member and can be reached at 
ChrisVoccio@gmail.com.  

Niagara Falls City Coun-
cilman Chris Voccio

Chris's Corner: Golf Balls, Pastry and Cops
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This weeks review was truly a 
treat! 

Romana’s Pizza & Grill is lo-
cated at 4900 Saunders Settlement 
Road in Niagara Falls (connected to 
Dave’s Last Chance Saloon). 

It is a quaint and cozy fami-
ly-owned restaurant. In fact, they 
actually came up with the name by 
combining letters from their four 
children; RObert, MAriah, AriaNa, 
and Sammy. Neat right?!

You are treated like family soon 
as you walk in. 

I personally believe that the name 
“Romana’s Pizza” is some sort of 
cover up for the many other deli-
cious choices they have. 

One of my favorite things about 
Romana’s is that everything is 
homemade (and I mean every-
thing!).

I ordered the “meatball and 
stuffed banana pepper submarine,” 
which was ‘blow your mind’ good! 
I’m craving another as I write this. 

Homemade meatballs covered in 
sauce topped with Ricotta stuffed 
banana peppers on a toasted roll 
(umm, YUM). 

I also had the spicy mac & cheese 
and, holy cow, if the sub didn’t 

-
nitely did! They take their home-
made mac & cheese and blend it 
with a pureed banana pepper soup 
that they make fresh. 

It is cream, gooey and cheesy 
with the perfect balance of zest and 
tang. Wow!!!! 

Last but certainly not least, it was 

time for pizza and wings. The pizza 
is crisp and cooked just right. 

The wings are meaty, crispy, 
saucy and delicious. 

Western New York is an area 
known for its pizza and wings, and 
trust me when I tell you Romana’s 
did not let me down! 

Truthfully, I feel as though I’m 
not giving the pizza and wings 
enough justice in this article because 
of my unexpected love for the sub 
and mac & cheese, but don’t let that 
stop you from trying it yourself!! 
You won’t be disappointed. 

Romana’s has so many selec-
tions that there’s sure to be someone 
everyone would enjoy. I suggest you 
take my word for it and give them a 
try! Tell them Jamie sent you! 

 Restaurant Review: Romana's Pizza & Grill

Jamie DePetris
Food Expert/Critic

Liberty Tax Ready 
to Help You Get 

Return Filed

-

are ready to help you take care of your taxes 

just a matter of days.
-

and 2017 returns are due by April 17.

-
come credit, tip income, child care tax credit, 
American Opporunity credits or other credits.

pass away in 2017.
      For those of you who need to take care 

an appointment.  Or you can can walk in and 

Friday from 11 a. m. to 6 p. m.

you take care of your taxes just as soon as you 

staff of professional tax accountants ready to 


















