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La Hacienda in
Niagara Falls to
Re-Open Under
New Ownership
By: Nicholas D. D'Angelo
Closed since March 11th, 2018,
La Hacienda Restaurant will open
again under new ownership, but
with familiar faces.
After the passing of Aldo
Evangelista at his restaurant on
March 1st, 2018, many wondered
if the business would continue or
stop altogether. Hope grew when

the popular restaurant re-opened
for a few days, but ultimately La
Hacienda shut its doors, reportedly
for good, on March 11th.
The famous local Italian
restaurant, sitting on the corner of
Pine Avenue and 31st Street, was
truly iconic. It was the landmark
– along with the Como Restaurant

A New Day for
Non-Biological
Parents in NYS
By: Nicholas D. D'Angelo

Throughout the
history of our country,
the law has often been
slow to follow social
norms.
(Cont. on pgs. 6 & 7)

and Michael’s - were the three
mainstays of historic Little Italy
along Pine Ave. in Niagara Falls.
The Niagara Reporter learned
on Sunday that Niagara Falls
businessman George Satarian has
entered into a contract to purchase
La Hacienda for $400,000.
(Cont. on pg. 4)
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Cuomo Too Busy to Focus on Gaming Stalemate that
Threatens to Deal Niagara Falls a Knockout Punch
Tony Farina
Gov. Andrew Cuomo may be
focused on his re-election bid these
days, but what is he doing about the
latest stalemate with the Seneca Nation over sharing gaming revenue?
There's not much evidence he is
doing anything, and the city of Niagara Falls along with Buffalo and
Salamanca--the three host cities for
the Seneca casinos--are reeling from
the loss of slot revenue more than a
year ago.
The Senecas stopped paying
the state about $110 million a year,
some of which was shared with the
host communities, when the Seneca tribal leaders discovered that a
close reading of the 2002 gaming
compact did not spell out payments
of slot revenue to the state after the
14th year of the agreement. Too
bad the state didn't read it, if that's
what it says.
To say the state was blindsided
would be an understatement. The
state insists the Senecas are still ob-

ligated to pay in exchange for their
exclusivity, but the Senecas don't
agree.
The Senecas have always felt
the state never honored the exclusivity agreement by opening other
gaming facilites, and with nothing
in writing about paying beyond
2016, they stopped. It seems inconceivable the state didn't read the
compact after the last dispute, but
apparently the Cuomo administration fell short on its due diligence
and now there's hell to pay.
The two sides still have not
agreed on a third arbitrator to hear
the dispute, but there's no agreement
in sight on selecting that arbitrator.
Meanwhile, Cuomo is raising millions to get re-elected--$31 million
at last count--and the host cities are
counting the millions they have lost.
Niagara Falls used $11 million
of last year's $16 million in casino
revenue to come up with this year's
budget, but what about next year?
City lawmakers have crafted a

3

NIAGARA REPORTER APRIL 18, 2018 - APRIL 24, 2018

Knockout Punch Cont.
casino spending policy if they receive funds, but there's not a shred
of evidence any slot money will be
coming in anytime soon, if ever.

this crisis, like going to the extent
of meeting with the Senecas himself to try and reach some sort of
agreement outside of the arbitration
process?
Is he afraid to rattle the governor, who he has supported through
thick and thin, including in the
+DPLVWHU+RWHOÀDVFRWKDWWRRN
years to resolve?

NF Mayor Paul Dyster

Maybe it would be wiser to try
and work something out with the
Senecas, but beyond a few meetings, nothing has happened.
And why hasn't Mayor Paul Dyster taken a more active position in

Dyster did play a winning hand
In the last gaming dispute that
ended in 2013 with Niagara Falls
receiving $89 million in overdue
casino revenue after Cuomo negotiated a settlement during the arbitration process. But this time, things
may be different and there's no hint
of any ongoing negotiations.
Things have changed a great
deal since 2013. The tax-free
Seneca casinos are still bringing in

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo

money but their handle is down by
all accounts.
The Senecas are also very likely
unhappy over the state's gaming expansion, viewing it as more competition. One of the three new commercial casinos that opened upstate,
Del Lago in Waterloo, is reportedly
falling far short of projections with
one Wall Street rating agency warning it might not be able to pay off
its debts. The other new casinos are
also coming up short.

But the biggest crisis right now
is local, right here in Niagara Falls
as the tourist season is about to
begin.
There is not enough money to
pave roads, incentivize economic development, or do much else.
And that includes the Board of
Education and Medical Center.
And next year could be much,
much worse if there's no resolution
of the crisis. And as I said earlier in
this piece, no resolution is in sight.
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La Hacienda in Niagara Falls to Re-Open Under
New Ownership Cont.

George Satarian [r] with former
State Senator George Maziarz and
local businessman Roger Trevino
of Niagara Falls Redevelopment.

Previously, reported to have
been asking for more than $1 million for the property, the family
tempered expectations after receiving offers for substantially less than
$500,000.
Niagara Falls residents rejoiced at the news that La Hacienda would reopen and under the

ployees too makes it even better!”
management of someone so able Gorman.
as Satarian, who promises to keep
Sharon Harshman, who comFamed for its sauces, its rethe old staff – most of whom have
markable pizza, its specialty Italian
been there for years.
dishes and its quiet, graceful ambiOn Social media news spread
ence, it is a great boon to a struggling city to see one of its landmark
OLNHZLOG¿UH
eateries revived from the pallor of
death.
“Congratulations
George,”
said Patricia vis Conti, “for saving
Aldo Evangelista made it is
our famous La Hacienda I know
his lifework to bring the people of
you will be very successful.”
Niagara Falls and visitors alike,
and his successor George Satarian
Molly Cir, a former Niagara
is well known as an entrepreneur
Falls resident, said, “when I lived
with a gracious spirit.
in the Falls it was our go-to restaurant!!”
If you see Mr. Satarian, make
sure to say ‘thank you. Niagara
Residents were ecstatic that
Aldo Evangelista
Falls is a better place’ thanks to
Satarian planned to keep the same
him and his effort to keep for the
employees.
mented that she was happy to hear people here this timeless, classic
“Very happy he will be keep- the restaurant would re-open for restaurant in business.
ing the employees,” said Linda good, said that “keeping the em-
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Niagara Falls, Buffalo Business
Partnership Off to Good Start
Tony Farina
You might say it was a perIHFWÀW

Former Niagara Falls City Councilman Michael Gawel

That's what former Niagara Falls city lawmaker Michael
Gawel and Seneca Vocational
High School product Marlon
Brown are saying about their re-

cent acquisition of a tire store in our customers, including tires,
brakes, and alignments. We're
Buffalo.
really doing well and I'm glad
"So far, so good," says Gawel we were able to get this done.
who served on the Niagara Falls People can call us at 826-3352
City Council and now works as for an appointment."
a businessman and CPA.
"Marlon was looking for a
Gawel, the accountant for the partner who could help put the
late owner of Dino Tire & Ser- deal together, and I just hapvice Center at 1425 Clinton St., pened to be available and interBuffalo, joined up with Brown, ested," says Gawel.
a father of two and a grandfather
"I was able to package the
of three who formerly worked in
WKH ÁHHW PDLQWHQDQFH EXVLQHVV ÀQDQFLQJ DQG ZH WRRN RZQHUto buy Dino Tire last December ship in December and now we're
open for business servicing the
and business is thriving.
local community and people
Gawel says after the previous from all over the area. So far, so
owner of Dino Tire passed away good.
after running the business for 30
years, his widow was anxious to
So there you have it. A prodsell the service center and with uct of Buffalo's East Side lookthe help of Sunbelt Business ing for an opportunity to own his
Brokers, a match was made.
own business and a well known
Niagara Falls politician, busi"I just saw it as a good nessman, and tax accountant
ÀWVD\V%URZQDQGZHPRYHG ÀQGLQJFRPPRQJURXQGDQGEHforward on it. We're open Mon- coming partners.
day through Friday from from
8:30 a. m. until 4:30 p. m., and
You might say it is a perfect
from 8:30 until 1 on Saturdays. ÀW DQG ERWK PHQ DUH HQMR\LQJ
We do just about everything for their newfound partnership.
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Non-Biological Parental Rights Cont.
*********

tion it would have on Scott’s life, who
was six, Liz attempted to sever their
bond and withhold Scott from David.
If this had happened before 2016,
David would have had no ability to
take the woman to family court in an
effort to get custody or visitation of
Scott. He would have had no rights, no
hope, and no son.

It took until 1920 for the 19th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to
pass giving women the right to vote.
It took until 1954, in Brown
v. Board of Education, for the U.S.
Supreme Court to end segregation in
schools and abolish the “separate but
equal” ruling from Dread Scott v. Sandford that came nearly a century beforein 1857.
It took until 2003, in Lawrence v.
Texas, for the U.S. Supreme Court to
strike down a Texas sodomy law and,
by doing so, make same-sex sexual
activity legal in every state.
It took until 2015, in Obergefell v.
Hodges, for the U.S. Supreme Court to
rule that the fundamental right to marry
is guaranteed to same-sex couples
throughout the United States.
6XIÀFHWRVD\VRPHWLPHVLWWDNHV
the law a little longer to catch up with
certain social norms.
One such social norm the law has
been equally slow in recognizing are
the rights of non-biological parents,
step-parents, or parents in homosexual
relationships.
Most of us know someone who
has opened their heart to a child who
isn’t biologically theirs.
A man who steps into a child’s life

**********

and becomes his father.
A woman whose husband has a
young child that grows up only knowing her as “mom.”
A grandmother or grandfather
who takes on the responsibility of raising a child. A woman who plans, with
her wife, to conceive and raise a child.
The situations are endless, and
the bonds these often amazing individuals create with their children are
life-changing.
Yet, since 1992, in the State of
New York, these non-biological parents
have had no rights to the children
whom they established relationships
with.
In 1992 the Court of Appeals
decided a case called Alison D. v.
Virginia M., where they held that in
the absence of a biological or adoptive
connection to the child, an individual
was not a “parent” and, as such, could
not petition a court for custody and
visitation of that child.
Despite numerous judges over the
years acknowledging the widespread
harm this ruling had on families, it was
the law of New York until 2016 when
the Court of Appeals, in Brooke v. Elizabeth, overruled Alison D..
Consider the following examples:

David starts to date Liz who has
DÀYHPRQWKROGFKLOG6FRWWZKRVH
biological father had abandoned him
shortly after birth. David knowingly
DVVXPHGWKHUROHRIGDGDQGIXOÀOOHG
all of the responsibilities traditionally
associated with being a father.
Liz, throughout the entire relationship, held David out as his real father to
Scott, her own family, friends, teachers, doctors, and etc., and encouraged
relationships to be formed between
Scott and David’s parents (who became
the child’s grandparents), siblings (who
became the child’s aunts and uncles),
and extended family.

Sarah marries Michael who has a
one-year-old daughter Nicole. The couple are happily married for three years
before tragedy strikes and Michael
dies from cancer, leaving Sarah and his
daughter Nicole, now four, behind.

Throughout the three years of
marriage, and the months leading up
$IWHUÀYH\HDUVWRJHWKHUKRZHYHU to their wedding day, Nicole lived with
the couple separated.
Sarah.
Up to that point, Scott knew no
other father, “dad,” or “daddy” other
than David, and David, for more than
ÀYH\HDUVKDGORRNHGDW6FRWWDVKLV
son because in every way that mattered,
he was.
Not once caring about the devasta-

Being only one when they were
married, Nicole grew up calling Sarah
“mom” or “mommy,” and Sarah always treated her as if she was her own
because in every way that matters, she
was.
If this happened before 2016, Sarah
would have been in the same boat as
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David was in the previous example.
Both would have helplessly watched as
the biological parent of their child, for
no reason that had anything to do with
what was in the child’s best interest,
severed their bond forever.
***********

For a family law system built
on the “best interests of the child,”
it’s certainly clear that wasn’t always the outcome when it comes to
non-traditional families.
It is hard to imagine children
who grew up with fathers or mothers, or other non-biological parental
ÀJXUHVZKRZHUHKHOSOHVVDVWKDW
non biological individual but true
mother or father was taken away
from them.
The children were not able,
because of their age or the legal
system, to do anything about it.
Happily, the landscape of
family law changed in New York
on August 30th, 2016, when the
Court of Appeals decided Brooke
v. Elizabeth and struck down the
court’s prior ruling in Alison D. that
prevented a non-biological parent
IURPÀOLQJDSHWLWLRQIRUFXVWRG\
and visitation of their child.

Since the Court of Appeals’ decision in Brooke v. Elizabeth, there
have been countless applications
made by non-biological parents in
both homosexual and heterosexual relationships (the ability for a
non-biological parent to petition a
family court for custody and visitation applies equally to individuals
in both same sex and opposite sex
relationships).
Non-biological parental rights
is an area of law that is not only
close to my heart, but something I
have been successful multiple times
in arguing on behalf of clients who
wished to continue a relationship
with their son or daughter.
For more information, or if you
need help protecting your rights as a
SDUHQWDQGWRKHOS\RXÀJKWIRU\RXU
child, visit www.LawNiagara.com
or call Nicholas D. D’Angelo, Esq.,
today at (716) 990-3677.
Nicholas D. D’Angelo is an
attorney in Niagara & Erie County
whose practice focuses on matrimonial law, family law, criminal
defense, personal injury, and general litigation matters.
**attorney advertising**
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara & Erie County

Advertise your business in
our "Food at the Fold!"

Call (716) 990-3677
$30 Per Week
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Restaurant Review: Judi's Bar & Grill
fashion while we were there.
It should come as no surprise to you
that I had their specialty dish! It’s
called the “Best of Buffalo” and
comes with both of their best foods
combined on one plate; Beef on
Weck with six chicken wings served
with chips, celery, blue cheese &
horseradish.

Jamie DePetris
Food Expert/Critic
Judi’s Lounge, Bar & Grill is located at 2057 Military Road across
from the Prime Outlets.
Judi’s has been here for over 38
years, which means they must be
doing something right!
I had the pleasure of having lunch
with a friend there this past week
and I am so glad we did.
7KH¿UVWWKLQJWKDW,QRWLFHGXSRQ
walking in was that Judi’s has had a
major face-lift!

The wings have to be one of the best
in Niagara Falls. There’s just something about their medium wings
that’s different and unique. They are
fat, juicy, crispy, and I absolutely
love them!! I guarantee you will
love them too!!
I had never had their beef on weck
before today, but you can bet that I
will the next time I’m here too!
It was served on a kimmelweck roll
with just the right amount of au jus
to make the inside moist.
The beef was fresh, tender and
cooked just right.
Believe me when I tell you, I’ve
had many things at Judi’s, but these
items just stand out! Sooo good!!

It’s bright, inviting, warm, and
FR]\ZLWKDJDV¿UHSODFH,PD\EH
ZRXOGQ¶WKDYHHQMR\HGWKH¿UHSODFH
so much if it hadn’t snowed in the
middle of April. I guess that’s spring
in Niagara Falls for you!

In an effort to feel “healthy,” I
also had the Sierra Vista Chicken
Salad. Fresh Romaine with marinated grilled chicken, tomatoes,
red onions, avocado, black beans,
jalapenos and shredded jack cheese.
It comes with a jalapeno ranch
dressing on the side.

Judi’s is owned and operated by
Tom, Judi, and their daughter Maria.
All of which happened to be working behind the bar in some form or

Now this is my all time favorite
salad pretty much anywhere. It is
served in a huge deep bowl. Everything combined is a perfect match.

The Sierra Vista Chicken Salad

It has freshness and a bit of heat and
the avocado mixed with this creamy
dressing makes this my all time favorite salad. If you are a salad eater,
you need to try this!
We truly enjoyed our lunches and
will be back very soon!
Judi’s also has an amazing backroom that holds 24-26 people comfortably. It can be used for parties,

Judi's famous chicken wings

get together, fantasy football, paint
nights, karaoke, and more. It is also
bright, inviting, and has endless
possibilities that it can be used for.
All in all, Judi’s is a great place to
come to eat, drink or have a party.
Stop in there soon and say hi to
Judi, Tom or Maria! You will be
so glad you did, and you may just
become a regular.
Tell them Jamie sent you!!
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Reporting by Parlato Credited With Arrest
of Cult Leader
Tony Farina
The dogged determination of
businessman-turned-journalist Frank
Parlato, using the same no-holds-barred
reporting he used to end the Maid of
the Mist monopoly on both sides of the
border by owner Jimmy Glynn just a
few years ago, has paid off again with
the arrest of the alleged mastermind of
an Albany-based sex-slave cult called
NXIVM.
3DUODWRZKRRQFHZRUNHGEULHÁ\
for NXIVM and has been involved in a
long-running legal battle with the cult,
is being credited in numerous media
accounts with spurring the probe by
WKH86$WWRUQH\V RIÀFHLQ%URRNO\Q
leading to the arrest of cult leader Keith
Raniere last month in Mexico on sex
WUDIÀFNLQJFKDUJHVDQGIRUFHGODERU
conspiracy.
Raniere was arraigned last Friday
before a federal judge in Brooklyn and
held without bail pending a preliminary
hearing April 27. Among those in the
courtoom was former television star
Catharine Oxenberg who has said her
daughter, India, was among the women
inducted into Raniere's secret society.
A federal complaint alleges Raniere turned his female followers into
slaves who were branded with his
initials and coerced into having sex,
DFWLYLW\WKDWZDVÀUVWEURXJKWWROLJKW
by Parlato's reporting last June in the
Niagara Falls Reporter and on several
of his websites.
In a report on March 28, shortly
after Raniere's arrest, the New York
3RVWLGHQWLÀHG3DUODWRDVWKHUHSRUWHU
ZKRÀUVWEURNHWKHVWRU\ODVW-XQHRI
women being forcibly branded as part
of the NXIVM "sorority." Parlato had
worked for NXIVM in 2007 and 2008,
and for some time has been relentlessly
pursuing the shocking activities of the
self-help group's abuse of women once
he learned from members and former
members the extent of the slave-like
branding and forced sexual activity.
In addition to the Post, the New
York Times, Rolling Stone, and numerous other publications and broadcast
media have frequently quoted Parlato's

reporting in their coverage of the AlEDQ\JURXSZKLFKÀUVWJDLQHGQDWLRQDO
attention last October with a New York
Times story headlined "Inside a Secretive Group Where Women Are BrandHGWKHÀUVWLQDVHULHVRIVWRULHVWKDW
followed Parlato's lead from months
earlier.
After his arrest by Mexican authorities in a plush villa near Puerto Vallarta, Raniere, 57, was extradited to Texas
and then moved to Oklahoma before
his transporation to Brooklyn for his
arraignment.
The FBI has also raided the home
of Nancy Salzman, NXIVM president,
as well as another home in upstate New
York which Parlato believes belongs
to a NXIVM-linked doctor, Brandon
Porter.
"I've had the occasion in my experiences with NXIVM and with present
and former members to learn just how
far Raniere and his band have gone in
their abuse of woman, many of them
falling prey to the brainwashing supervised by Raniere and his top followers," said Parlato.

Photo of Keith Raniere in the back of a police car.

"The horror stories of lives lost and
the pain and suffering of loved ones
is just heartbreaking. I just needed to
expose this group for what it is, and
IRUWXQDWHO\DXWKRULWLHVÀQDOO\DFWHG
Among those at the villa in MexLFRZKHQ5DQLHUHZDVÀQDOO\DUUHVWHG
was Smallville actress Allison Mack

who, according to Parlato, was heavily
involved in the torture and branding of
"slaves," and he believes she will also
be arrested shortly.
According to the federal complaint on Raniere's arrest, as reported
in Rolling Stone, NXIVM is run like
a multi-level marketing scheme with
members "encouraged to keep attend-
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Parlato Cont.
under the old contract before he was
ousted in the bidding process.
The new Canadian operator also
agreed to pay New York State $100
million more than Glynn over the next
30 years if he won a bidding competition but was blocked by a backroom deal between the governor and
the Glynn people without a bidding
process. But it did result in a new rate
for Glynn on the American side that is
three times more in boat revenue for
the state over 30 years.
Sketch of Keith Raniere appearing in court where he was denied bail.
ing classes and to recruit others" into
the group.
Classes can cost up to $5,000 for
DÀYHGD\ZRUNVKRSDFFRUGLQJWRWKH
complaint which alleges that many
members descend into debt from the
cost of the courses. And members are
also expected to celebrate Raniere's
birthday during a weeklong celebration known as "Vanguard Week," with
Raniere known as Vanguard.
According to a federal detention
memo and from Parlato's own knowledge, Seagram's heiress Clare BronIPDQKDVÀQDQFHG5DQLHUH VRSHUDWLRQV
for years, providing him millions for
private air travel costs and other needs,
including an island in Fiji.
"Whether from Hollywood or from
anywhere USA, woman were seduced
into the cult and turned into slaves for

the pleasure of Raniere," said Parlato.
,WKDVLQÁLFWHGJUHDWSDLQRQPDQ\
people and that's what drove me to
keep trying to expose the cult's activites
and bring them to an end. Finally, it
appears that has happened."

Sometimes, it takes a lot of hard
work to move people and governPHQWVWRWDNHDFWLRQDQGLWWDNHVDÀUP
resolve to make the case and give it
exposure even when it is met with little
or no response. In the Glynn case, it
took many, many months of reporting

WRFRQYLQFH&DQDGLDQRIÀFLDOVWKH\
were being taken for a ride and that an
open bidding process could pay huge
dividends for years to come. New
York State could have done even better
had they taken that same open-bidding
path, but the back-room deal saved
Glynn.
As for NXIVM, Raniere took
Parlato to court, alleging he had been
defrauded in a Los Angeles real estate
deal. Parlato counter-sued and the civil
action is still pending. But Parlato not
only fought back in court, he used his
dogged reporting skills to ferret out the
inner workings of the cult and expose
their deeds in story after story until the
IHGHUDOLQYHVWLJDWLRQZDVÀQDOO\FRPmenced. A lesser effort would not have
succeeded.

The reporting by Parlato that led to
the federal investigation of the NXIVM
cult and the arrest of Raniere follows
his work in 2015 that exposed the
relationship of Maid of the Mist owner
Jimmy Glynn with the Canadian government which gave Glynn a monopoly
on both sides of the river for his iconic
boat ride.
The result of that reporting was
that the Canadian government opened
up the boat tours to public bidding and
secured a huge windfall in payments
from the new operators totaling $500
million over 30 years compared to the
$81 miilion Glynn had agreed to pay

Photo of Keith Raniere's initials that were branded into the skin of more
WKDQ¿IW\ZRPHQ
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Buckle Up Niagara Falls, It’s Going
to be a Bumpy Ride
Niagara Falls reduces infrastructure spending in wake of casino payments stopping.
Nicholas D. D'Angelo
After a rough winter, spring is
RIWHQDGLIÀFXOWWLPHWRÀQGVPRRWK
roads in the City of Niagara Falls.
Normally the City does an
adequate job of repairing the problem areas and paving the roads
most in-need of replacement by the
summer’s end.

released that the City of Niagara
Falls plans to pave 15 streets in
2018, which would use $1.8 million
in state aid.
However, and as Mayor Dyster
noted, it would have been “twice as
many roads” had the casino money
come in.
This announcement comes after
an announcement in the beginning
of April that the city’s “pothole killer” would be delayed in hitting the
streets as well.
"We instituted a spending
freeze on all non-essential expenditures to try to hold on to cash
through 2017 and we continue that
into 2018," said Mayor Dyster.

2018, unfortunately, is not going to be a normal year.
Mayor Paul Dyster recently

not received any revenue from the
Seneca Nation in 2018.
The dispute is currently in
arbitration.
“They’re still searching for a
third arbiter, but who knows how
long that will take or who the arbiter is going to decide is right,” said
Councilman Chris Voccio.
In 2017, when Niagara Falls
received $16 million in casino
revenue, $11 million and change of
which went toward the 2018 budget
GHÀFLW

“There is approximately $11.2
million of casino funds being used
as a revenue in the City's 2018 budget,” said Councilman Ezra Scott.
"There are going to be some
“I am not saying that we cannot use
VLJQLÀFDQWLPSDFWVDQG,WKLQNVRPH casino funds as a revenue in our
of them are, as the weather warms,
budget - this does help with properpeople are going to notice in their
ty tax relief - however, I feel $11.2
neighborhood."
million is a very large amount especially when the City only received a
The City of Niagara Falls has
total amount of $16.7 million from

its 2016 local share.”
“It is a great disservice to our
residents to not be able to provide
essential services, especially with
what they have to pay in property
tax to live here.”
At their meeting on April 11th,
2018, the Niagara Falls City Council put in place a “Casino Spending
Policy.”
The policy including holding
back 5% of any revenue in a “reserve fund” and splitting the remaining monies to everything else
(i.e.: paying off debt, infrastructure,
economic development, and etc.).
However, the policy is meaningless unless the City of Niagara
Falls receives any future payments
from the Seneca Nation.
As for a plan/policy in the
event Niagara Falls never sees another dime from the Seneca Nation?
City Council Chairman Andrew
Touma said, “we’re not sure.”
“Everything’s on the table at
this point,” he said. “That means
[looking at] possible additional
revenue sources and could possibly
mean cuts through attrition.”
:KLOHFLW\RIÀFLDOVVRUWRXW
their plan for possible future payments by the Seneca Nation, Niag-
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where casino funds were used, are
not kept up?”

ara Falls residents continue to feel
the ill effects.
“I'm not happy that we are
doing so few roads this year,” said
Councilman Tompkins.
“The citizens deserve better
than this,” continued Tompkins.
“Since we aren’t getting casino
revenue due to the dispute with the
Senecas, I would have expected
that our mayor would have, at a
minimum, thought outside the box
asked the Seneca Nation to enter in
a separate agreement for the police
DQGÀUHSURWHFWLRQWKDWZHSURYLGH
Even if we can’t negotiate terms for
revenue sharing, I have been told
by lawyers that discussing compenVDWLRQIRUSROLFHDQGÀUHSURWHFWLRQ
would be permissible.”
“Instead of hammering away at
Governor Cuomo and being on TV
every week, our mayor stands idly
E\ZDWFKLQJDQGSRLQWVKLVÀQJHUDW
anyone other than himself for who
to blame.”
“We need to get creative. We
need to ask for a cut of parking at
State Parks or get compensated for
the value of the Seneca’s land. Everything is on table. This city can't
keep taking away from the residents
who continue to be this administration’s top choice to shoulder all the
burden.”
"It's unfortunate that our roads
are in such a state of disrepair," said
Councilman Chris Voccio.
"If casino revenues in the
past had been dedicated to enduring items like infrastructure and
economic development, our roads
would be in better shape. Our budget has become so weighted towards
personnel expenses, around 80% of
it, that there's little left over to use
for roads. We need to right-size government and re-set our priorities."
“Niagara Falls is a major
tourist destination where people
come for all over the world,” said
Councilman Scott. “Tourism is a
major industry here and what kind
of impression do we want to leave
on our visitors if the condition of
our roads, and other enhancements

“For the City to become
self-sustaining again, the current
administration needs to have in
SODFHULJKWQRZDÀYHWRVHYHQ\HDU
ÀQDQFLDOSODQµVDLG6FRWW7KHJRDOV
and objectives in the plan should
be realistic and attainable and not
something that just looks good
paper.”
´7KLVÀQDQFLDOSODQPXVWVKRZ
KRZ&LW\RIÀFLDOVSODQRQGHFUHDVing the amount of casino fund revenue being used to balance the City
budget without placing a burden on
property taxes and making sure we
provide the essential services.”
Councilman Scott couldn't have
summed it up any better, stating,
“the real loser here is our residents.”

LEGAL NOTICE

&ODVVLÀHGV
HELP WANTED

Notice of Formation of
Freelance Accounting LLC
AUWVRI2UJKDYHEHHQ¿OHGZLWK6HF\
RI6WDWHRI1< 661< 
2I¿FHORFDWLRQ(ULH&RXQW\
2I¿FHDGGUHVV:HEE5G*UDQG
,VODQG1<
661<GHVLJQDWHGDVDJHQWRI//&
XSRQZKRPSURFHVVDJDLQVWLWPD\
EHVHUYHG661<VKDOOPDLOSURFHVVWR
&RUSRUDWLRQ6HUYLFH&R6WDWH6W
$OEDQ\1<
3XUSRVH$Q\ODZIXODFWLYLW\

Cook Wanted
Cook wanted for fast paced seasonal restaurant in downtown Niagara Falls. Minimum
per hour to start. Increases after training
based on availability and performance.
E-mail: Lilly7775.lb@gmail.com

FOR RENT
2IÀFH6SDFHDW0DFNHQQD
Ave., Niagara Falls NY 14303
0XOWLSOHUHQRYDWHGRIÀFHVSDFHVDYDLOable for rent. If interested, please call
Henry Walerowicz at (716) 310-9882.
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New York Working Families Party
Endorses Cynthia Nixon for
Governor in 2018 Primary

0DUF0ROLQDUR)LOHV(WKLFV
Complaint Against Cuomo

Nixon also received endorsements from "Make the Road
Action" and New York Progressive Action Network.

The New York Working FamLOLHV3DUW\KDVRIÀFLDOO\HQGRUVHG
Cynthia Nixon for Governor in her
primary battle with Andrew Cuomo.
In a statement released earlier today,
the Working Families Party said,
“We’re pulling out the stops to
get out the vote for Cynthia Nixon
for Governor. As a long-time advocate for progressive values, Cynthia
LVFRPPLWWHGWRÀJKWIRUDEHWWHU
more equal New York. We can build
a movement that can win, but only
if we all come together.”
Cynthia Nixon responded,
saying
“I am so incredibly excited to

have earned the endorsement from
the Working Families Party, the
heart & soul of communities across
WKHVWDWH7RJHWKHUZHZLOOÀJKW
to end the racial, economic, and
educational inequality that deprive
so many working and middle class
New Yorkers of opportunity.
With the Working Families
3DUW\E\RXUVLGHZHZLOOÀJKW
for equitable schools, good jobs,
single-payer health care, subways
that actually work, environmental
justice, and an end to mass incarceration.
It’s time for a New York that
belongs to all of us — for the many,
not the few.”

Marc Molinaro, candidate for GoverQRUÀOHGLQWKHSDVWIHZGD\VDQH[SORVLYH
JCOPE complaint, calling on the commission to investigate Cuomo’s multiple vioODWLRQVRIWKH3XEOLF2IÀFHUV/DZHFKRLQJ
Troopergate charges that rocked the Capital
a decade ago.
“Abusing state resources to advance a
political agenda was at the core of Troopergate scandal and that is what Andrew Cuomo has done not once, but repeatedly. It’s
time he is held accountable for his actions
violating the public’s trust,” said Molinaro.
,QWKHÀUVWFKDUJHHYLGHQFHSUHVHQWed at the trial of the Governor’s top aide,
Joseph Percoco, indicated that he made

837 calls on 68 different days from his
Executive Chamber desk phone in Manhattan despite his being on leave to serve as
campaign manager for Cuomo 2014. This
complaint alleges that Percoco’s actions
were taken with the Governor’s knowledge, permission and direction.
“Joe Percoco answered to one person,
Andrew Cuomo, and based on the ruling
in the Troopergate case, Governor Cuomo’s supervisory capacity over him makes
KLPJXLOW\RIYLRODWLQJWKH3XEOLF2IÀFHUV
Law,” said Molinaro.
In the second charge, Molinaro
called on JCOPE to investigate the use
of state resources in connection with the
April 4 Democrat Unity summit, held at
WKH*RYHUQRU·VRIÀFHDWUG$YHQXHLQ
Manhattan.
“Governor Cuomo likes to say that
‘he is the government,’ he apparently believes it because he uses taxpayer dollars to
host his political events,” said Molinaro.
“Once upon a time, New York’s
Attorney General did the job regardless of
party, today JCOPE needs to follow their
own precedent and do the right thing.”
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