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It was just a year ago that 
Democratic State Atty. General Eric 
Schneiderman unloaded on two top 

in a headline-grabbing announcement 
that featured a total of eight felony 
counts.

        Now,  a year later, Schneiderman 
has egg on his face after the much-
hyped cases against former State 
Sen. George Maziarz of Newfane 
and current State Sen. Robert Ortt 
of North Tonawanda have yielded a 

both for Maziarz, and the dismissal of 
all counts against Ortt.

Schneiderman, who once served 
in the State Senate with Maziarz on the 
other side of the political aisle during 
the "2009 coup" when Republicans 

cases.

In fact, we have learned just how 
little Albany County Judge Peter 
Lynch, who previously dismissed 
three felonies against Ortt last June, 
apparently regarded the case against 
Maziarz, who was charged with 
secretly funneling campaign money 
to a former staffer who had left 
government service amid involvement

Vindication? 
George Maziarz 

Accepts Plea Deal 
as Prosecution Lacks 

Evidence for Trial 

(Cont. on pg. 4)
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N.F. Mayor Dyster says Crime is Down in State of the City 
Address: Niagara Reporter Investigates 

During his State of the City Address, 
delivered at Niagara Falls High School 
on February 27th, Mayor Paul Dyster 
painted a glowing picture of Niagara 
Falls before a crowd of City Hall em-
ployees, high school students and a few 
residents.
 

There were a number of topics 
discussed during his 49 minute speech. 
If you ask the mayor, Niagara Falls and 
its residents never had it so good.
 

The theme for his speech was Niag-
ara Falls "on a roll." 
 

Mayor Dyster's remarks on crime 
in Niagara Falls caught the attention 
of many residents – even those not in 
attendance - for it seemed to some that 
Mayor Dyster was suggesting crime 
was down and not in a small way.
 

"[B]ecause of many Niagara Falls 
Police Department initiatives," he said 
"... crime rate is down 5%. Robberies 

and use of force incidents have contin-
ued to decline since 2014, for a total 
decrease of 53% over the past four 
years... those are some encouraging 
numbers."
 

Lumping use of force incidents 
which are not crimes into a statement 
about crime being down is an odd way 
of expressing things and a little mis-
leading.
 

Crime is down 5%
Robberies down 10%
Use of Force incidents down since 
2014 for a total decrease of 53%
 

Adding a police "use of force" 
statistic in the same sentence as crime 
statistics was misleading. It needed 
some prefatory remark. 

Some were misled into thinking the 
mayor said that crimes involving force 
were down 53 percent.
 

Use of force incidents are when 
police use force on a civilian and not 
an indicator of crime. It indicates that 
police used some kind of force – either 

-
date an individual. [Putting handcuffs 
on a person is not considered use 
of force. Pulling a gun to prevent a 

incident.]  
 

As to crime overall, Dyster has little 
to crow about. Niagara Falls is not on 
a roll.

Crime is high and seems to be high 
on everyone's mind who lives here.
 

Had the mayor prefaced his remarks 
with such a sentiment, his speech might 
have been more palatable instead of be-
ing the object of derision to some who 
heard his remarks.
 

For instance, had Mayor Dyster 
said, "Crime is bad in our city. People 
are concerned. We still have a long 
way to go. Our crime rates are unac-

ceptable – but the good news is they 
have dropped slightly," everyone would 
applaud him.
 

Instead the mayor – who in 10 years 
of serving the city has not succeeded 
in making it safe – talks as if the crime 

problem that plagues this city is nearly 
resolved, and adds that police use of 
force incidents are down.
 

But let us examine whether the may-
or was right about crime going down.
 

Nicholas D. D'Angelo

This graphic depicts both low (dark) and high (light) crime areas through-
out Niagara Falls. Note that the heaviest crime areas are downtown 

where tourists spend the greatest amount of time.
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The Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) 
compiled by the FBI are available up 
until 2016 [the UCR has not been com-
piled for 2017).
 

Perhaps, the most important crime 
statistic is violent crime. 

It dropped a little: 
Violent crimes have gone down 

slightly:
2013: 584
2014: 581
2015: 555
2015: 565
 
[Curiously, for the last four years – 

three murders were reported in each year.]
 
Rape [many of which are not reported] 

has gone up slightly.
 
2013: 12
2014: 26
2015: 32
2016: 14
 
Robberies are up – not down as Dyster 

said:
 
2013:166
2014 161
2015 156
2016:199
 
Aggravated assaults dropped.
 
2013: 403
2014: 391
2015: 364
2016: 349
 
Property crimes down more than 10 

percent.
 
2013: 2,807
2014: 2,641
2015: 2,526
2016: 2,402
 
Burglaries down:
 
2013: 746
2014: 650
2015: 615
2016: 551
 

 
2013: 1,949
2014: 1,858
2015: 1,781
2016: 1,665
 
Motor vehicle theft increased.
 
2013: 112
2014: 113
2015: 130
2016: 186
 
Total crimes reported dropped more 

than 10 percent:
 
2013: 6,782
2014: 6,444

2015: 6,162
2016: 5,934
 
Of course, there is some improvement. 

But crime is still high in Niagara Falls.
 
Based on the data, in 2016, a resident 

of Niagara Falls had more than a 12% 
chance of becoming a victim of a crime. 

average.
 

based on 2016 UCR data.

 
Neighborhood Scout, another 

website dedicated to compiling data, 
described Niagara Falls as "one of the 
highest crime rates in America compared 
to all communities of all sizes - from the 
smallest towns to the very largest cities."

 
Neighborhood Scout concluded that 

"one's chance of becoming a victim of 
either violent or property crime here is 
one in 16. 

of the communities have a lower crime 
rate than Niagara Falls. In fact, after 

researching dangerous places to live, 
NeighborhoodScout found Niagara Falls 
to be one of the top 100 most dangerous 
cities in the U.S.A."

 
While Mayor Dyster says crime has 

gone down – and technically he is right 
- hardly a day goes by in Niagara Falls 
when residents don't hear of a shooting, 
stabbing, robbery, assault, or theft.

 
If Mayor Dyster had addressed this 

instead of representing that Niagara 
Falls is on a roll, it would have inspired 

hope and gets them on a roll.

A cross-section of data from the FBI's Uniform Crime Reports comparing violent crimes per 100K and property 
crimes per 100K to determine which cities are the most dangerous. 
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secret in Niagara Falls. Located at 311 Hyde 

in the tourist district. This is the real Niagara 
Falls.

and dinner. It has a full bar. Not large - it seats 
about 60 people – the Royal is a friendly place 
where everyone feels at home.  

It’s a place frequented by locals. But it’s 

I had been there a few times myself with 
-

ti, and Lewiston’s Republican leader, Gerry 
Wolfgang, for lunch.

I did not pay much attention to the food 
because the company was scintillating. But 
the soup was good. There is no one who 
doesn’t feel better by a little soup.  And the 
burgers were extraordinarily tasty.

Then one night I came in for dinner and 
sat down for an hour with the owners, Kenny 
and Tracy. 

tried a sampling of food.

Homemade Soups

with egg noodles.
“Pennsylvania Dutch, extra wide egg 

noodles,” Kenny said.

soup. I sipped and felt warm comfort from it. 

Tracy said.
Also, on the menu, was hamburger soup 

with fresh vegetables.
“No canned or frozen vegetables,” Ken-

ny said.
“I don’t do that. Not even at home,” Tra-

cy said. “I use fresh vegetables with every-

better.”

French Onion

The Royal has French onion soup every 
day and is rather famous for it.

‘What is the secret of good French onion 

“The cheese and the wine,” Tracy said. 
“Fresh cut Vidalia onions. Everything we do 
is fresh, even our burgers are 100 beef. Noth-

breasts, are always fresh.”

a soup I never heard of.

banana pepper soup which is to die for.”
“It’s the same green banana peppers we 

serve as appetizers,” Kenny added. “We buy 

shortcuts,” Tracy said.
Kenny’s Special

-
selves.

“There are Canadians who come in for 
it,” Kenny said, then explained the process of 
curing the ham in brine and rolling it in corn 

meal in the traditional way.
The Royal is the only restaurant in Niag-

pea meal bacon, two poached eggs, over an 
-

ise sauce – with just the right amount of lem-

fresh-cut home fries.

are more expensive and they’re smaller, but 
much more tender.”

I tried them and they were exquisite, 
with just the right amount of barbeque sauce, 

-
vorful, I did not need much sauce.

Best of all, these ribs I could eat with a 

up ribs and chewing them off the bone.  The 
meat fell right off the bone with a little prod-

 Seafood

The Royal serves an array of seafood. 
-

ster tails every day for $13,95.

of ways: Deep fried, beer battered, breaded 

style, or Cajun. The Italian has tomatoes and 

On Fridays, they serve a seafood platter: 

course.

Fresh steamed clams with butter. On Fri-
days, homemade New England clam chowder 
with fresh clams and real cream.

Meatloaf and turkey on Sundays

Meatloaf with mashed potatoes and gra-
vy is served on Sundays. And Monday, meat-
loaf sandwiches with mashed potatoes and 
gravy.

As for the mashed potatoes, you can get 
them every day, made fresh. Mashed pota-

cream. No cheeses. The people of Niagara 
-

ioned way.
There is no great secret to it. Tracy thin-

ly slices potatoes, setting them to boil. When 

they're soft, she mashes and seasons them, 

a deep dish of creamy, smooth mashed pota-
toes.

Turkey

vegetables and cranberries.
Curiously enough in their club sandwich-

es and julienne salads they use the same fresh 

Tracy said.

tossed in a pan of butter and garlic and 
squeezed the juice of a lemon over them. Ev-
erything is simple but satisfying.

Dining at The Royal Café – who could ask for anything better? 

A 1/2 rack of the Royal's famous ribs along with their delicious macaroni 
and cheese on the left. A hearty meatloaf dinner with homemade mashed 
potatos, gravy, vegetables, and piping hot stuffed banana pepper soup on 

the right. dinner and the Royal's famous.

Frank Parlato
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Royal Cont. 

The owners of the Royal Cafe, Kevin and Tracie Zortman, have trans-
formed a once-dilapidated building into what is now an absolute treasure!

 Boiled Dinner

Corned beef and cabbage.

prepare it properly. It’s often too dry or too 

oven. After the meat gets down to a certain 
point, I put in the potatoes and carrots and it 

-
vorful.”

On Tuesday, the Royal also has a Pol-
ish platter. Perogies, Kielbasa, fresh cabbage 

Sometimes she also does a polish boiled din-
ner.

Pasta

-
es. Red sauce and Alfredo.

They don’t put meat in the sauce, which 
is nice for vegetarians. For non-vegetarians, 
they serve spaghetti with fresh homemade 
meatballs, which you can get every day.

What goes into the best red sauce? 
Roma and sun-dried tomatoes, good ol-

red wine. Rosemary, thyme, oregano.

a wonderful meal: Rich tomato sauce with a 

Grated Cheese

One thing I found interesting is, at the 
Royal, they shred their own parmesan cheese.

Kenny answered, “When you buy a bag 
of shredded cheese, in order for it not to clump 
together, they use a little sawdust. Parmesan 

-
dust in it. It’s legal. They use about 5 percent 

It’s a small thing?
“But it is so much better,” Kenny said. 

“Flavor. And it melts. You see how nice the 
grated cheese melts on the sauce.”

Steaks

“I select the best cuts,” he said. “I won’t 
have it delivered. I personally inspect the beef 
I buy.”

throughout. I don’t mind if it’s really red too.” 
A 16 ounce NY Strip at the Royal is only 

$19.95.

Desserts

-
late chip, oatmeal raisin, peanut butter, sugar 

For dessert, there was peanut butter pie 

sealed together with chocolate, warmed up 
with a hint of ancho powder.  

She also had banana cream pie, coconut 
-

made fried dough.
Every day, they have fried dough.

 Daily Specials

 
There are so many items to try at the Roy-

al. It’s a place where you can go and eat often.

-
ster mac and cheese. Shepherd’s Pie. Some-
times it’s hard to choose.

They say there is a difference between 
dining and eating. Dining is an art. And when 
you eat to get the most out of your meal, that 
is dining. 

You dine at the Royal Cafe.

about a local restaurant?
When things are great, they deserve men-

Great food and a wonderful atmosphere 
are found at the Royal.

The Royal Café is located at 311 Hyde 
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Here is what we have learned 
about what led up to the surprising 
Maziarz plea last Friday (March 
2), three days before the trial was 
to start,  to a single misdemeanor 
count of offering a false instrument 

According to legal sources, the 
judge suggested to the prosecution 
that they offer a misdemeanor plea, 
and told the defense they "ought" to 

Clearly, Judge Lynch did not 

in the case to proceed with a trial 
and suggested to both sides get rid 
of it.  

The plea was offered and 
accepted.  

Case closed, a stinging blow to 
Schneiderman.

As one legal observer noted, 
Scheiderman is not getting much 

has left himself open to the charges 
that started early on from Ortt that 

they were politically-motivated 

of Niagara County Republican 
politics,  the result is a chance to 
move on, with one of his attorneys, 
E. Stewart Jones, saying the 

the misdemeanor plea "was a win-
win for George Maziarz."

Schneiderman countered that 
the guilty plea sends a message 

public trust because you will be 
caught and there will be a public 
accounting.  

Maybe so, but if you are going 

sure you have a solid case and don't 
proceed to just to get a headline. 

 
 Certainly, the whole matter has 

been unpleasant for Maziarz and 
very expensive.  

However, Maziarz was able to 
use his sizeable war chest to pay 
for his defense, so his only personal 

For Ortt, the matter is 
completely closed.  

He had been charged 
with padding his former North 
Tonawanda mayoral salary 
and using the Niagara County 
Republican Committee, which 
Maziarz once controlled, to provide 
an alleged no-show job for his wife.  

But Judge Lynch dismissed 

of evidence.

Furthermore, any witnesses 

GOP operations will not be heard 
in any public forum.

 For Schneiderman, he comes 

prosecution of two top Republican 

The Schneiderman camp is 
trying hard to spin it into a victory, 

a misdemeanor and Senator Ortt 
is free and clear, so is it really a 
victory? 

Tony Farina
Investigative Reporter

Maziarz Cont. 

Former Senator George Maziarz and current Senator Rob Ortt are all 
smiles after AG Schneiderman comes up short of presenting enough evi-

dence to proceed to trial for either of them. 

Former Senator George Maziarz pleads guilty to a misdemeanor in Albany 
on March 2, 2018.
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When an individual is going 
through the criminal justice system, 
there is often nothing in their life 
more important to them than what 
the outcome will be. 

It is for this reason that when 
selecting an attorney to represent 
you, that person should care as much 
about what you are going through as 
you do. 

criminal defense attorney Michael 
H. White, Jr., is just that person.

Born in Wilson, Mr. White was 
born and raised in Niagara County. 

He attended Wilson High School, 
graduating in 1994, and then went 
on to attend law school at Syracuse 
University.

Mr. White has practiced law in 
Niagara County for nearly a decade 
and, throughout that time,  has 
concentrated his time, effort, and 

preparation on mastering the art of 
criminal defense.

“It has been a dream come true 
to practice law in the same place 
where I grew up,” said White. 

“I love this community and 
being able to help people has made 
being a lawyer worthwhile.”

Through a complete 
understanding of the criminal law, 

obtain the best possible outcome for 
his clients.

to practice primarily criminal law, 
Mr. White stated, “for me, it’s never 
been about the money. I went to law 
school because I wanted to help 

opportunity each and every day to do 

Niagara County Public Defender’s 

Mr. White continues to see his 
criminal law practice grow with 
clients from all over Niagara County.

"It is important to be someone 
that people can trust,” said White, 
“and that is what I have always been 
for my clients." 

Niagara Falls, Lewiston, North 
Tonawanda, or somewhere else, 
each client deserves someone who 
will have their best interests at heart, 

always be willing to go the extra mile. 
I oftentimes meet people at the most 

how hard that is to go through, am 
grateful for the opportunity to face it 
alongside them.”

Mr. White can be contacted 
at (716) 998-7499 or via email at 
mhwhitejr@gmail.com, and his 

Niagara County Super 
Lawyers Series: Michael 
H. White to the Defense
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I attended a presentation re-
cently of the Empire State Pover-
ty Reduction Initiative (ESPRI), a 
state-funded program announced 
last year with the noble intention of 
reducing poverty by helping peo-

We’ve been waging a War on 
Poverty for half a century now, 
since LBJ declared war while at the 
same time waging another war in a 
far-off jungle. 

The results of our War on Pov-
erty are questionable, at best.

-

Moynihan warned us that we were 

the family and in a sense institu-
tionalizing poverty, but 50 years 

later the war rages on.
Here in Niagara Falls, poverty 

is a massive problem that is a drain 
on our city’s and county’s coffers, 
not to mention the large amounts 
of state and federal monies sent 

around.
During the ESPRI presentation, 

our mayor correctly stated that the 
best route out of poverty was a job. 
Precisely. 

So let’s follow that line of 
-

What if the tremendous re-
-

erty were instead deployed to en-
hance economic development. 

What if the drain of tax dollars 
that transfer wealth from the most 
productive sectors of the economy 
and channel them to unproductive 
sectors were instead allowed to 
remain in the productive sectors, 
thereby creating more economic 
activity and more jobs?

Yes, a job is the best route out of 
poverty. But it’s become too easy 
to live in this country without a job. 

the all-important incentives to 
-

placed them with a safety net that 

We’ve so institutionalized pov-
erty that you can live at the federal 
poverty line and still have a smart 

-

tioning, health insurance via Med-
icaid and plenty of food, all with-
out a job. 

So where is the incentive to 
go through the process of learning 

and then showing up every day to 
a job?

Here’s an idea:
What if the federal and state 

-
ter programs related to subsidized 
housing, food stamps, Medicaid 
and other public assistance pro-
grams carved out an exemption for 
Niagara Falls, we’ll call it the Ni-
agara Falls Poverty Reduction En-
terprise Zone (PREZ.)

In this zone, federal and state 
handouts are available, but with 
strings attached, strings determined 
at the local level, not in Washing-
ton or Albany. 

-
sponsibly and drug-free, commu-
nity involvement and other worthy 
attributes could be tied to the hand-
outs.

At the same time, we vigorous-
ly push economic development and 
job creation, reducing tax and regu-
latory barriers to doing business in 
Niagara Falls. 

Perhaps prohibitively high 
state business taxes are reduced in 
the PREZ, offset by reduced state 
handouts.

So at the very time investors 
and developers and entrepreneurs 

are coming here and creating jobs, 
we have a bunch of people who 

and state largesse and entering the 

willing to train and develop people 

The good thing is that they 
would now legitimately need these 

-
rent system they really don’t need 

But this is all a pipe dream. 
There will be no federal or state 
carve-out for Niagara Falls or any 
other community to try a new ap-

We’ll continue to drain massive 
tax dollars from the productive sec-
tors in our economy and pour them 

for decades.

ESPRI initiative, I applaud the 
well-intended people and groups 

-
ence in their community, and I 

Niagara Falls City Coun-
cilman Chris Voccio

Chris's Corner: A Conservative-Libertarian Approach to 
Fighting Poverty
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wish to advise taxpayers that the due 
dates this year for corporate and person-

is March 15, or next Thursday.  For per-
sonal returns, the date is April 17.

"It is that time of year again, says 
Liberty's owner, Edwin Garey, "the time 

-

the coming year a little better for your 
family and get caught up on any out-
standing bills still on your list."

-
tion to get your tax return prepared and 

-
erty Tax Service at 6509 South Transit 

up an appointment with the experts on 

as soon as possible.
"We are here to serve our clients," 

says Garey, "and we have a solid group 
of professionals here to help our clients 
get the best possible results.  We have 

schedule appointments to accommodate 
our clients.  It is our mission to give our 
clients the best service possible and as 

Among the accounting profession-
als on hand at Liberty Tax Service are 
Michael Gawel, manager, and Gregory 
Gerstung, and there is also a person on 

"We are proud of our record here at 
Liberty Tax Service in serving our cli-

ents," says Garey, "and that is the reason 

courteous help in getting their taxes 
done."

Again, due dates this year are April 
17 for individuals, estates, and trusts, 
and next Thursday (March 15) for cor-

"It is indeed a busy time for us, but 
also very rewarding to be able to tell a 
client that he or she is going to get a nice 

-
agara Falls native Gawel, a CPA.  "We 

-
ery client and helping them get the max-
imum return on their refund.  That's the 
best part of this job."

Liberty Tax Ready to Help Get Tax Returns Filed Quickly

Frank Parlato

     Overall, New York imposes one of 
the nation’s heaviest tax burdens on 
residents and businesses, adding to the 
cost of living, working and creating 
jobs in the State.
     The Empire Center, an Albany 
think tank, thinks it might have some 
answers.
     It released its 2018 edition of 
“Checklist for Change,” a summary of 
reforms it says are "needed to promote 
renewed economic growth and com-
petitiveness in New York State."
     But here are some of the problems 
the state faces:
     Only 15 states had top state income 
tax rates higher than New York's 6.85 
percent.
     New York’s property taxes are 
even worse – especially for those 
living in western New York.
     As of 2010, measuring property 
taxes as a percentage of home value, 
15 of the 20 most heavily-taxed coun-
ties in the USA are in upstate New 
York, according to The Tax Founda-
tion.
     Property taxes in most New York 
counties were two to three times the 
national median.
     This might be part of the reason 
why people are leaving New York.

·         New York led the nation in net 
domestic out-migration since 2010, 
losing more than 1 million people.
·         New York lost 190,508 resi-
dents to other states during the year 
ending July 1, 2017.
·         New York has been a net do-
mestic migration loser for more than 
50 years.
     The Empire Center report focuses 
on reducing the state’s heavy burden 
on taxpayers.
     It focuses on six priorities:
--Cut taxes
--Curb health care costs
--Control public employee compensa-
tion
--Reduce the job creation toll
--Adopt pro-growth energy policies
--Streamline state development regu-
lations

"New York Hits 
the Productive 

Sector with Twin 
Sledge Hammers: 

Property Tax-
es and Income     
Taxes."- report
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Delicious Lenten Season Specials
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Delicious Lenten Season Specials
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Recent glowing reports in the local 
media about the economic impact of the 
Discover Niagara shuttle, which conveys 
tourists out of downtown Niagara Falls to 
Lewiston and Youngstown, would be more 
plausible if, instead of discharging passen-
gers at various attractions, the shuttle was 

"Discover Niagara Shuttle drove $35M 
into local economy," declared the Gazette 
on Dec. 4. "Discover Niagara Shuttle driv-
ing economic opportunity in Niagara Re-
gion" heralded the Lewiston Sentinel a few 
days later. "With continued growth and 
investment," the headline continued, "$35 
million impact projected to double over 
next 3 years."

Even Congressman Brian Higgins 
joined in the delirium over the Discover 

-
site that "... operation of the Discover Ni-
agara Shuttle injected $35 million into the 
Niagara County economy during the 2016 
season."

The upbeat coverage was based on 
an economic impact study released by 
the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area, 
which "sponsors" the Discover Niagara 
shuttle. The Heritage Area retained Pitts-

to survey some 310 shuttle passengers and 

and other statistics into a computer model, 
and arrive at the nice, round $35 million 

When it comes to the fare-free Dis-
cover Niagara shuttle, here at the Report-
er we've always enjoyed having what we 
fondly refer to as, "Fun with Math."

For example, based on numbers re-
leased last year by the National Heritage 
Area, we calculated that, on average, fewer 
than 11 riders board the shuttle on its com-
plete 15 stop, 28 mile round trip to Fort 

Shuttle Numbers Disappoint, Ridership, 
Tourism Impact Fail To Meet Expectations" 

7/21/16 Reporter). And since most passen-

during their trip, and are therefore counted 
two or three times, even the eleven passen-

"Riders may have been counted twice 
as they hop on and off again, (Heritage Di-
rector and shuttle supervisor Sara) Capen 

-

the heavily subsidized ($1 million annually 
-

ara (formerly NTCC), the city of Niagara 
Falls and the Niagara Greenway) transpor-
tation initiative.

-
itage Area paid for the 34-page economic 
impact study, and they wouldn't tell the 
Reporter. Tripp Umbach charges up to 
$150,000 "for an assignment that requires 
conducting interviews, analyzing different 
scenarios or strategic planning," its CEO 

"Critics of economic impact studies say the 
organizations who commission the studies 
have a vested interest in using aggressive 

-
ic impact," the article went on to say.

It's in that spirit that we divided the 
$35 million in purported economic impact 
for the year 2016, as determined by Tripp 
Umbach, by the 33,530 shuttle riders, also 
according to their report, who got on and 

astonishing $1,043.84 of additional tourist 
spending for each woman, man and child 
who rides the Discover Niagara shuttle.

If you believe that the Discover Niag-
ara shuttle adds over a thousand dollars to 
the western Niagara County economy for 
every tourist who rides it, we have a water-

The study went on to predict that, giv-
en projected 20% annual increases in rider-
ship, economic impact is slated to double 
by the year 2020, to $70 million.

However, it was reported by several of 
the previously mentioned local media out-
lets in December that "Almost 70,000" had 
ridden the shuttle by the end of 2017, pre-
sumably based on information supplied by 

National Heritage.
Stealthily, National Heritage hasn't re-

2016 ridership was 33,530, 2017 couldn't 
have been more than 36,470, consistent 
with the "Almost 70,000" claimed over 
both years. That's an 8% increase, not 20% 

Umbach.
Tripp Umbach spent a great deal of time 

visiting Niagara County doing research on 
the Discover Niagara shuttle, as evidenced 
by its statement that the shuttle is "having a 

-
munities, such as Lewistown (sic)."

-
istown is the biggest benefactor of the Dis-
cover Niagara Shuttle, as Shuttle riders are 

-
ing local shops and businesses."

It's indeed fortunate that last month the 
Niagara Falls City Council, acting on be-

$100,000 to the shuttle so that tourists can 
patronize "Lewistown" shops and business-
es, the shuttle's "biggest benefactor."

In fact, according to the Tripp Umbach 
study, of the "top ten destinations" identi-

Niagara shuttle, the only downtown Niaga-
ra Falls tourist attraction was the Aquarium, 
if you could call it that. The remainder were 
the Maid of the Mist, Cave of the Winds, 
Gorge Discovery Center and Niagara Falls 

and, last but not least, the "Village of Lew-
istown."

-
day, February 28, months before the start of 
the tourist season. The driver volunteered 
the information that the shuttle was trans-
porting Niagara University students from a 

locations on campus, and he was on lunch 

In fact, the Niagara Falls National Heri-
-

pus. Dr. Thomas A. Chambers, Professor of 
history at NU, is chairman of the National 
Heritage board. The majority of the interns 
at National Heritage are Niagara University 
students.

Niagara Falls contributed $100,000 to the 
Discover Niagara shuttle so that NU stu-
dents can get a free ride to campus during 
these chilly winter months.

Jim Hufnagel
Opinion

Study Claims $35 Million Impact from Discover Niagara Shuttle 
While Tourists Exit Downtown Niagara Falls on "Free" Buses

A slew of local politicians gathered around National Heritage director Sara Capen late last 
year at the NU campus to promote the government-subsidized "free" Niagara shuttle

Why was the shuttle parked at Whirlpool State Park last week, on Feb. 
28th, months before the tourist season begins? The shuttle moonlights as a free Niagara University school bus, as evi-

denced by the sign in the window and the admission of the driver.
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charge of matters demanding your 
attention, then, at least, declassify 
those matters that Obama sealed, hid, 

Hillary Clinton, Eric Holder, Loretta 
Lynch and others!

Former President Obama lived a 
life of lies and deceit before becoming 
president and expanded his deceitful 
ways into very serious crimes, during 
his eight years of his "mission," in my 

opinion.

otherwise hid Fast and Furious papers 

his college FAF forms, his Social 
Security numbers, and many other 

into the deceit used in the FISA courts!

I am certain there is no other 
reason for Obama to either classify 
or use Executive Privilege to hide the 
facts from the Congress Intelligence 
Committee and the family of our 
Border Patrol agent Brian Terry, other 
than to protect Eric Holder and/or 
himself from possible criminal charges 
for blatant criminal negligence or 
some other crimes.

The use by Obama of our FISA 
court for what I believe was his 

monitor his political foes, news 
reporters, those who were critical 
of him, and other personal reasons, 
seems to be overwhelming. 

Who else would… who else could 
have ordered Samantha Power to 

citizens in Obama’s last year, 2016?

Clapper, Brennan and Rice all 

nothing about it. So who ordered the 

is a major deal!  The names of citizens 
discovered during a FISA over hear 
of foreigners, according to FISA Law, 
are to be deleted. 

why? Congress and We, the People, 
demand an answer!

Only the president can review the 

determination, if a crime probably was 
committed, who should investigate 
and then order the investigation.

Only the president can declassify 
documents that agencies refuse to 
declassify!

The president of the United States 

or FBI Director to open or close an 

direct them to act but the president 
“is” the boss.

what President Trump, in my opinion, 
must start doing or, at the very least, 
he should start reviewing evidence 
and see what the hell is going on!

Declassify the records DOJ is 
withholding from Congress. 

It is Obama holdovers who are 
refusing to release. I’ll bet money on 
that!

He should, at the very least, 
examine all the FISA papers 
regarding the Carter Page case and 
then, if warranted, declassify all those 
documents, so Congress can do their  
job. 

If the president doesn’t want to 

allow Congress and We, the People 

court system and the rights of citizens, 
against illegal search and seizure!

Lead or declassify! Declassify what Obama sealed, hid, over-

Opinion
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 Restaurant Review: Colosso Taco
            

  Colosso Taco & Subs has been a 
staple in the City of Niagara Falls for 
decades.  It recently moved locations 
from Pine Avenue to its current location 

Niagara. 
The new location is large, roomy, 

clean, comfortable, and very welcom-
ing. The food is exactly the same, 
which means YUMMY!! 
     Upon entering I was greeted by the 

day off since he opened the business 
years ago!

Although it was lunchtime and the 

my food was ready! 
I had been frequenting Colosso Taco 

on Pine Avenue since I was… well, 
since the 80’s (a woman never reveals 
her age!). 

I would drop in on my way home 

the town. 
The same anticipation I felt wait-

ing for my food to be ready then is the 
same that I feel now! 

My usual order is a cheese crisp 
and a small colosso taco and, although 
I didn’t waiver from it, I also ordered 

pastelillo, and fried dough bites.  

NO, I was not alone! 
The “cheese crisp” has always been 

my favorite and still is. Melted cheese 
on a fried tortilla topped with medium 

time.  
The “colosso taco” is seasoned 

ground beef, cheese, lettuce and tomato 
in a soft tortilla shell. No disappoint-
ment there.  

topped with melted cheese, lettuce and 
tomato, served on a fresh roll.  

Then we come to the “pastelillo.” 

-

cheese, potatoes & peppers, wrapped in 
an authentic empanada shell. The paste-
lillo is now tied for my favorite.  

bites,” which should be called fried 
-

sanely delicious. Crispy on the outside, 
delicious and soft on the inside, topped 
with powdered sugar.  It is by far is my 
favorite fried dough ever. 

Overall, Colosso Taco is an awe-
-

A few things that are happening 
soon are: 

A children’s menu is coming along 

“Taco Dogs” are also coming! I’ll 
leave you in suspense of what that is 
exactly (but YUM). 

There will also be an outdoor patio 
this summer! 

I suggest everyone go and expe-
rience why Colosso Taco has, and  
always will, steal my taste buds away!!

Jamie DePetris
Food Expert/Critic

The "fried dough bites"The "steak & cheese submarine" 
(top) & the "pastelillo" (bottom)






