
Alicia Kenyon says she is committed 
to public accountability and government 
transparency, but the Democratic candi-
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date for Niagara Falls City Council 
has some political observers ques-
tioning where her loyalty will be if 
she's elected to office given her ac-
ceptance of significant contributions 
from the city police and fire unions.

Political sources say Kenyon 
has accepted more than $6,000 from 
the police and fire unions in her bid 
for the council, calling into question 
whether she will be able to make 
tough decisions on union contracts 
going forward as the city struggles 
with gaping budget deficits.

One of her opponents for the 
council, Republican John Spanbau-
er, has warned voters there are no 
easy choices ahead for the city to 
reduce spending emphasizing in his 
campaign the need to review, "ob-
solete union contracts and contract 
provisions that are costly to the 
city."

Spanbauer has stated that he 
has many questions related to the 
city budget, specifically the payroll, 
saying he's trying to understand 
why there are so many employees 
making very hefty salaries, with 16 
employees making over $150,000 
and two making over $200,000.

Kenyon would reportedly like to 
add more to the police ranks even as 
the budget crisis worsens due in part 

to the ongoing stalemate between 
the state and the Seneca Nation over 
revenue sharing. In fact, Kenyon 
stated during a recent council can-
didate forum on Thursday, October 
24th, 2019, that she wishes to add 
at least “fourteen” police officers. 
Coincidence? Not likely. 

There are indeed tough political 
decisions ahead for the next mayor 
and council. Political leaders will 
have to decide how to raise new 
sources of revenue and reduce costs 
if Niagara Falls is to survive.  Those 
are issues that either Kenyon or 
Spanbauer will have to deal with 
come January 1st, 2020.

Jeffrey Elder, an independent 
candidate for mayor of Niagara 
Falls and a retired veteran, has run 
afoul of Air Force regulations in 
connection with wearing his uni-
form in a campaign poster.  

      According to the Air Force 
Inspector General Hotline, re-
sponding to a complaint, "political 
activities are not listed as approved 
functions" for retirees wearing an 
Air Force uniform.

      Elder is clearly wearing his 
Air Force uniform in a campaign 
flyer which triggered the complaint 
to the inspector general.

       According to Air Force 

reguations, retirees may wear the 
authorized uniform prescribed at the 
date of the member's retirement or 
any  of the uniforms authorized for 
current active duty personnel, in-
cluding dress uniforms, but political 
activities are not authorized.

       Elder is running on his 
self-created Dynamic New Future 
Line, but most political observers 
see his candidacy as an effort to 
help Republican candidate Glenn 
Choolokian against the other major 
party candidate for mayor, School 
Board President Robert Restaino 
who has the Democratic, Conserva-
tive, Independence, and Libertarian 
lines in the upcoming election.

Kenyon Getting Big Bucks 
Cont. from Cover. 

Tony Farina

Elder in Violation of Air Force 
Regulations Cont. from Cover

Niagara Falls City Council Candidate Alicia 
Kenyon (formerly Alicia Laible). 
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Let me reiterate that I am not 
anti-union, nor am I anti-public 
employee. City employees work hard 
and deserve respect. As do their union 
representatives.

I have written columns that have 
pointed out that city government has 
a spending problem, and 80% of the 
city’s budget relates to personnel. 

I have also pointed out how pub-
lic employee unions, unlike private 
sector unions, enjoy a unique advan-
tage in that they fund political cam-
paigns of people who approve their 
contracts. In the private sector, that 
could lead to criminal indictments.

That said, I understand how some 

city employees, understandably con-
cerned about their jobs, might not like 
my writings or my role as a taxpayer 
watchdog. I get it. But if the city is 
going to get out of this fiscal mess, 
we need to embrace the concept of 
shared sacrifice.

One of the arguments you’ll hear 
from city employees is, “but I’m a 
taxpayer too.” Of course.

But my role as a City Council-
man is to watch out for citizens, for 
taxpayers. If you also happen to work 
for the city, my job is to represent you 
as a citizen, and as a taxpayer. But it’s 
someone else’s job to represent you 
when it comes to your employment. 
That’s the job of a union representa-
tive, not a City Councilman.

Let’s take two neighbors. They 
both live on the same street, in com-
parable homes. They both pay similar 
property taxes.

One of them works for the city, 
in job that pays $50,000. The other 
works in a comparable job in the pri-
vate sector, making $40,000. The city 
worker has a gold-plated health in-
surance plan worth $24,000 per year 
and contributes nothing towards the 
monthly premium. The private sector 
worker has a so-so health insurance 
plan worth $10,000 and contributes 
28% (I believe the national average) 

towards the premiums. The city em-
ployee also has a taxpayer guaranteed 
pension. The private sector employee 
has no pension, but saves for retire-
ment in a 401K plan.

Forgetting the pension, the public 
employee makes $74,000, while 
the private sector employee makes 
$47,200 (salary plus net health insur-
ance benefits.)

Let’s say they both pay $2,000 in 
property taxes, and let’s say the city 
plans to raise property taxes by 10% 
to avoid layoffs. They both pay $200 
more per year in property taxes. The 
private sector worker gets what for 
the additional $200? Nothing. Her 
services remain the same, whether 
she pays $2,000 or $2,200. But the 
public sector worker, whose job 
may be saved by the tax increase (or 
garbage fee), essentially benefits from 
the tax increase or garbage fee by 
$74,000, plus a taxpayer guaranteed 
pension. He pays an extra $200, but 
the payback from city government is 
huge.

We have about 45,000 city resi-
dents (we’ll know the official number 
after the 2020 census) and we have 
500+ city employees. As a Council-
man, I represent all 45,000, including 
the 500+ employees, or at least those 
that live in the city. 

I don’t want to see mass layoffs. 
I’d rather we restructure our expenses 
to make government more efficient.

But when we talk about the con-
cept of shared sacrifice, we simply 
can’t say that because city workers 
also pay property taxes, raising taxes 
is the shared sacrifice. Things like 
paying for a portion of their health 
insurance expense, like everyone else, 
and changing work rules that make 
government so much more expensive 
than it needs to be, simply must be 
part of the solution.

One of the problems with agree-
ing to such measures is that the more 
tenured employees are less prone to 
give up anything, and the less tenured 
employees, while they may be willing 
to sacrifice to save the city, don’t 
have as much power within their 
respective unions.

It’s too bad. I’m sure most city 
employees know there are efficiencies 
to be had, and they may be willing 
to adjust the union contracts to help 
reduce expenses. When the number 
of these employees is large enough to 
make an impact within their unions, 
we may just save the city from finan-
cial disaster.

Until then, we simply must make 
the difficult decisions to get our fiscal 
house in order.

Chris's Corner: “But I’m a Taxpayer Too!”
Chris Voccio is a Niagara Falls City Council member and can be 

reached at ChrisVoccio@gmail.com.

Chris Voccio
NF City Councilman
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torney Caroline Wojtaszek has won 
a series of motions in court that put 
defendant Joseph Belstadt and his 
defense team on notice that the legal 
battle to dismiss the murder charge 
and suppress key evidence may be 
over.

The decisions last Wednesday, 
Oct. 23, by County Judge Sara 
Sheldon, included siding with the 
district attorney that while it took 
23 years to finally indict Belstadt, 
of North Tonawanda, the case had 
continued to be worked on by po-
lice and three administrations, and 
therefore speedy trial grounds were 
lacking in credibility.

Also upheld by the judge was 
the admission of DNA evidence 
recovered from the car Belstadt was 
driving the night the teenager disap-
peared in September of 1993.  Her 
battered and broken body was found 
five weeks after her disappearance 

in Bond Lake Park in Lewiston.
Belstadt, who has been the 

prime suspect from the beginning, 
was indicted on a charge of sec-
ond-degree murder in April of 2018 
with DA Wojtaszek saying at the 
time "this case was always a strong 
circumstantial evidence case.  We 
now have the forensic evidence 
tying the defendant to the case."

That forensic evidence includes 
two pubic hairs recovered in 1993 
from the car Belstadt was driving 
when his classmate disappeared and 
now both have been identified by 
DNA retesting as belonging to the 
victim.   The two hairs had been 
collected along with thousands of 
pieces of evidence form the Belstadt 
car in 1993 but it was only in 2017 
that retesting was completed, lead-
ing to the final connection that led 
to Belstadt's indictment the follow-
ing year.

In court last Wednesday, Judge 
Sheldon upheld the seizure of that 
evidence from the car which had 
been opposed by the defense.  She 
ruled that because Belstadt's grand-
mother actually owned the car and 
had given police permission to 
search it, it was obtained legally and 
was therefore admissible.

Also admitted were contradic-
tory statements made by Belstadt to 
police at different times but telling 
a different story each time about 
where he was the night the victim 
disappeared.

So at last, in a case that has 
frustrated veteran North Tonawanda 
investigators like retired detective 
chief Gabriel DiBernardo for years, 
it looks like Belstadt will finally 
face a jury on a charge of murder in 
the death of his classmate 25 years 
ago and the Steingasser family will 

finally have their day in court.
The trial is scheduled to begin 

on Jan. 13, 2020 with the district 
attorney as the lead prosecutor.

DA Wins Key Motions Cont. from Cover
SPECIAL EDITION OF THE CRIME

Niagara County District Attorney 
Caroline Wojtaszek.
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" 

section!!  
 

 Call (716) 990-3677
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On the news that a “for-profit” 
$15.5-million-dollar expansion of pov-
erty is on tap to have an address that will 
have her name on the letterhead is likely 
causing the now-deceased uber-com-
munity activist Blonva Bond to start 
spinning in her grave. The former 9th 
Street is named for her, a woman who 
dedicated her life to building a strong 
African-American community. 

Now, like in Steven Spielberg’s 1985 
The Color Purple movie, where, with 
little notice, the white colonial powers 
bulldozed straight through well-estab-
lished African villages with a railroad 
and causing “the natives” to flee for their 
safety and lives, it seems to me that it is 
all tantamount in Niagara Falls NY that 
there is something far more nefarious 
than that going on in that part of town 
that was in fact was designated as the 
de facto black neighborhood of the city 
where, on the beds of a former railroad 
switch yard, a group called DePaul Prop-
erties, whose stock in trade are mental 
health residential units is working in 
conjunction with Community Missions 

of Niagara Frontier to develop an 80-unit 
apartment building in an area that over-
looks the Niagara Gorge and the beauti-
ful homes of our Canadian cousins on the 
other side of the border.

According to The Buffalo News 
reports, DePaul vice-president Gillian 
Conde is quoted by reporter Thomas 
Prohaska as saying that the company has 
proven a great community builder and 
stabilizer in communities across New 
York State; what Prohaska’s report on 
Conde doesn’t say is which one of those 
“built-up and stabilized” communities 
that he lives in. I’d say that there’s where 
either Conde’s mental health disqualifies 
him to even speak, or that it qualifies 
anyone other than who will profit from 
his venture and yet support it as being in 
need of such a mental health facility.

NORSTAR’S CONVOLUTED NI-
AGARA FALLS RECORD

But here is an issue as large of a 
problem as is the expansion of poverty in 
both the area and in the city of Niagara 
Falls itself. The property upon which 
it proposes to sit is the one where the 
South Gate multi-unit Unity Park project 
once sat. That property is now owned 
by the Canadian-based Norstar Group 
of Companies out of Toronto Ontario. 
They operate the Norstar Development 
Company-USA in Buffalo, and that 
opens a he can of worms when it comes 
to the shortcomings of the Niagara Falls 
Housing Authority/Norstar Development 
Center Court II joint-venture and their 
project manager Linda Goodman.

It’s difficult for me not to look upon 
Norstar’s project manager Linda Good-
man as anything other than the consum-
mate proverbial poverty pimp and as a 
master of duplicity; so, I will stop just 
short of saying so. But after reportedly 

securing some $20-million in US Hous-
ing and Urban Development dollars 
and up to five-million dollars from the 
Niagara Falls city coffers for her HOPE-
VI, supposed 282 units of new rental and 
homeownership housing units in what 
could be classified as a suspiciously 
intentionally-neglected north end housing 
project.

One of then-NFHA Executive 
Director Stephanie Cowart was that the 
Center Court housing development had 
become dilapidated and that its concrete 
foundations were shearing away. Upon 
asking Cowart what was in the soil at the 
134-unit Center Court project that would 
make foundations spall that wouldn’t 
make the foundations at Center Court’s 
twin at Packard Court, and if she knew 
that the foundations were spalling, then 
why would she want to build another 
project upon the site, she could produce 
no sane answer. She also claimed to a 
military man – me -- that the complex 
that was built in 1942 as “garden-style 
projects with sweeping green lawns, 
trees and angular, courtyard-producing 
spaces between the buildings were “bar-
racks-style” housing.  Yet when Norstar, 
NFHA’s partner, build the 9th Street Cor-
nerstone Village it looked far more like 
a boot camp military base than ever did 
Center or Packard courts. Such duplicity.

But when it came to the dilapidation 
of Center Court, maintenance employees 
there told me that they were directed not 
to allow the buildings to run down so 
that they could be justified as dilapidated. 
When I called HUD in Buffalo to report 
my findings, its director told me that 
what was happening was immoral but not 
illegal.

But the big spoof is that the long 
vacant, overgrown lot that was once 

Southgate, but eventually became the 
Niagara Falls Game Preserve where the 
deer, coyotes and skunks freely roamed 
is now being sold by Norstar to DePaul. 
As a favor to the now-defunct Highland 
Community Revitalization Committee, 
Inc., I surveyed the hilltop area for a pilot 
demonstration development of a home-
ownership community, which was funded 
by the city’s community development 
department. The hopes – as in the HOPE-
VI project where Norstar promised to 
build 42 Phase III homeownership units 
with 13 of them in that neighborhood – 
that Norstar would give the land to finish 
their project. But now it is for sell, and 
according to City Councilman Ezra Scott, 
Goodman denied any knowledge of a 
commitment for homeownership units.

Of further fear on this great check-
erboard of the Highland Avenue is 
that as DePaul hopes to build these 80 
apartments and a mental health facility 
– who’d want to rent such an apartment 
anyway, with the inevitable boom soon 
to come to downtown Niagara Falls real 
estate, it would entice Community Mis-
sions of the Niagara Frontier to sell their 
Buffalo Avenue holdings for millions and 
then move more of their services up to 
the once-redlined black neighborhood, 
turning it into the color purple, where de-
velopers, like the colonial powers in the 
famed movie, could just plow their way 
through and do any and everything that 
they want to the people who have long 
suffered in that island community where 
Norstar appears to have gotten away with 
millions and homeownership was further 
diluted. The good thing for legitimate de-
velopers is that the poverty/crime bomb 
industry will be “HOPE-lessly” hidden 
far away from its 2nd industry – tourism.

Ken Hamilton

HAMILTON: Niagara’s Chief Industry is Poverty Hidden Far From Tourism
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I am writing today to ask for 
your support of my good friends as 
they continue their efforts to keep the 
Town of Lewiston as beautiful and 
vibrant as it has ever been. Having 
served as a Lewiston Town Council-
man for nearly fourteen years now, I 
cannot begin to tell you how proud I 
am to be a small part of our Town’s 
rebirth and prosperity. As anyone who 
has ever served their community will 
tell you, having a local government 
that really works does not happen by 
accident. Only by supporting those 
individuals with the eagerness to roll 
up their sleeves and become fully 
engaged in the political process, 
those who exhibit the ability to see 

things from another’s vantage point 
and, most importantly, those who are 
brave enough to do what is right in 
the face of adversity, can we maintain 
our current course.

For voters in 2019, we are fortu-
nate in the Town of Lewiston to have 
such quality candidates on the ballot. 
Steve Broderick and Bill Geiben are 
squarely in this category and I have 
been truly privileged to serve along-
side them for several years now. Both 
Steve and Bill have a proven track 
record of fiscal responsibility and for 
making decisions that benefit the en-
tire Town of Lewiston. Through their 
leadership and example, the individ-
ual departments of Town government 
have never worked more closely 
and cooperatively together. I have 
witnessed Bill and Steve routinely 
putting policy before politics to en-

sure that everyone at Town Hall has 
a voice and that everyone is provided 
with the tools to do their job to the 
best of their ability.

Bill and Steve currently serve as 
the cornerstones of a new and won-
derful vision for our town. They are 
perpetually available to our resi-
dence and are continuously looking 
to improve operational efficiencies, 
wherever they may be found. Both 
men have worked tirelessly for the 
residents of Lewiston and deserve to 
serve for as long as they are willing 
to do so.

The prospect of adding a candi-
date like Jason Myers to our Town 
Board is also truly exciting. Jason, a 
resident of Sanborn, brings a unique 
set of skills and talents that will serve 
him and the Town of Lewiston well 
in the years to come. With a back-
ground in business management and 
marketing, Jason Myers will ensure 

our continued focus on efficient use 
of taxpayer dollars. Unlike other 
candidates on the ballot, he possesses 
actual leadership experience that he 
gained as the former board president 
of the Niagara Gospel Rescue Mis-
sion. Moreover, his unique expe-
rience as a current member of the 
Niagara Wheatfield School Board 
will also provide us with invaluable 
insight to our counterparts at Lew-
iston Porter. Jason is a natural fit for 
our Town Board.

As I have said on many previous 
occasions, I am so very proud to be 
a member of this community and 
to serve as your Town Councilman. 
Please help to ensure that we contin-
ue what we have begun by selecting 
the right people for the job. Join me 
this November in my support for 
Steve Broderick, Bill Geiben and 
Jason Myers.

Alfonso M. Bax
Town Board Member

LEWISTON NEWS 
Letter to the Editor




