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Former council secretary arrested; 
charged with multiple felonies. 

(Cont. on pg. 2)

Diodate Debacle Unfolds as 
Tompkins Has Last Laugh

Standing 
Room Only

  By:   Matt Cole

(Cont. on pg. 6)

I’m 5th generation Niagara Falls. My 
family has lived here since the city incor-
porated in the 1800s. But, my work and 
travels in life have taken me far and wide. I 
have never been anywhere in the world, in 
any language, where people did not imme-
diately know Niagara Falls. 

When a deeper conversation does 

Former council secretary Mark Diodate.

(Cont. on pg. 3)

Jeff Williams Multi-Party Experience 
Brings Value to the City in Business, 

Politics and Philanthropy, Giving  
GOP Western Region Fundraising

  By:   Ken Hamilton
During Niagara Falls’s Youth Director 

Sanquin Starks’ Unity Day Celebration in 
downtown’s Legend’s Park I ran into real es-
tate magnate Jeff Williams.  He was there to 
receive an award from Starks for his support 
of the event.  The festival is intended to unite 
the various factors of the city in a single 
event and is always well-attended. Williams’ 
involvement in the festival is a natural fit, 
not only due to his involvement with the 
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'It was a bad hire," said Niagara 
Falls Republican Councilman Ken 
Tompkins on Monday referring to 
the 4 to 1 vote by lawmakers in Jan-
uary of 2018 approving Mark Dio-
date for the $37,000-plus position of 
secretary to the council.

Tompkins, who cast the lone 
negative vote against the hiring of 
Diodate and was against the move 
from the start, said he had lied on his 
resume numerous times and was still 
approved.

"There were red flags on his 
resume that should have disqualified 
him," said Tompkins, adding that Di-
odate's recent arrest for coming into 
city hall after work to pad his final 
paycheck should come as no surprise 
given his false claims in his resume 
about his employment history.

Tompkins, who is up for re-elec-
tion in November, clearly suggested 
that politics may have played a role 
in Diodate's hire by the Democratic 
majority even though fellow Repub-
lican Chris Voccio voted with the 
three Democrats who make up the 
majority.

Tompkins refused to comment 
further but other GOP sources 
suggest Diodate was backed for the 
patronage post by Democratic party 
leaders and the council went along 
with their wishes.

Democratic leaders declined to 
speak on the record about Tompkins' 

charges that Diodate was the gold-
en boy, but one high-ranking party 
official said that's not how the party 
operates and said it is the Repub-
licans who have flooded the city, 
county and towns with "unqualified 
hacks" for 20 years, and that's not 
how Democrats operate.

Tompkins has strong ammuni-
tion for his charges of "red flags" 
as a former employer, in a public 
letter, characterized Diodate's work 
as a sales and managing partner as 
portrayed in his resume as "inaccu-
rate and deceitful," according to pub-
lished reports in the Niagara Gazette.

Diodate apparently has lost his 
bid for a position with the Board of 
Education because of the three felo-
ny counts he now faces.

Niagara County District Attorney 
Caroline Wojtaszek said Diodate is 
accused of coming into city hall after 
hours and adding additional hours to 
his payroll record on a city computer 
in order to increase his final pay-
check.

Diodate has pleaded not guilty 
to three felony charges and a misde-
meanor count in connection with his 
arrest and his Buffalo attorney, Herb 
Greenman, could not be reached for 
comment.

The latest political flap is a sign 
of the high stakes involved in No-
vember's election as Republicans are 
hoping to take control of the council, 
ending Democratic control.

Incumbents Tompkins, Voccio, 
and newcomer John Spanbauer are 

hoping to give the GOP a council 
majority in the coming year, and 
Tompkins' salvo at the council's 
hiring of a flawed Diodate is a major 
shot at Democratic leadership.  Di-

odate added fuel to the political fire 
by allegedly trying to steal money 
from the city on his way out the 
door.

The Niagara Reporter reported at the time of Diodate's hiring that he had submitted false 
résumé's to the City Council at the time of his hiring.

Diodate Debacle Unfolds as Tompkins Has Last Laugh
Tony Farina
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develop though -about our once 
great city- the question is always the 
same. Always. 

“How could that happen? How 
is that possible?” 

That a city with one of the 
greatest natural resources on Earth, 
on a major international border, 
with over 7 million tourists per year, 
could loose half of its population, 
become virtually unsafe to live in, 
financially insolvent, and teetering 
on the brink of bankruptcy? 

How could that happen? 
How is that possible? 
The short answer -my default- 

is that a small group of people 
have profited for decades off of the 
demise of a city. 

The outgoing Administrations 
did not alone create this problem. 
But, they damn sure didn’t do 
anything to fix it either. They came 
into office 12 years ago with nearly 
a $7 million a year surplus. I’m not 
talking about casino money either. 
I’m talking about the money the city 
makes conducting its day to day 
affairs. 

Every. 
Single.
Penny. Has been squandered. 

And, we are instead handing the 
next Administration a multi-million 
dollar per year deficit. 

We are handing them a sinking 
ship. 

It’s one hell of a mess. 
So, what do we do? 
One of the people I look up 

to the most tells me on a regular 
basis that “everything happens for a 
reason”. My response is always the 
same,

“I don’t know. I just don’t 
know.”

I’ve been involved in a number 
of political campaigns. A fact that 
drives my poor mother completely 
insane. 

Every political season I see the 

same thing. A bunch of rats -usually 
with their pockets full- scurrying 
from a sinking ship. 

Red vs blue, black vs white, 
one religion vs the other... and 
they’re all just polishing the brass 
on the Titanic. 

The city is dying. We got here 
because -for decades- corrupt peo-
ple used the resources of this city 
purely to secure and maintain their 
own power. And, while that was 
happening, good men did nothing. 

This is not the doom and gloom 
you think it is though. This time 
there is hope.

One guy in this picture isn’t 
like the others. Truth be told, he’s 
in this boat on accident. He wasn’t 
even supposed to be here, right now. 
Or was he? 

Maybe everything happens for 
a reason. 

For 6 months- he has been 
saying the same thing and shouting 
it from the rooftops. 

Stop. Fighting. Each other. 
The ship is sinking. 
It doesn’t matter what side 

you’re on. 
It is going to take all of us, 

from all parties, from all colors, 
from all faiths, from all neighbor-
hoods and nearby towns to save this 
city.

These are not my words, I’m 
just a guy with a pen. 

These are the words of Bob 
Restaino. 

I have listened while he has 
delivered this same message in both 
black and white communities, in 
both affluent and poor neighbor-
hoods, to immigrant families and 
those that have been here 5 genera-
tions. His message has not changed. 

Unity. We will get out of this 
mess together. And, I believe he is 
the one to lead the way. 

I’ve been to two of his events, 
as a guest. Both times they were 
at the two biggest halls in the city. 
Both times they were packed wall to 
wall. Standing room only. 

So, I spent time with him and 
his team to find out why this is. 

The long of the short is he’s a 
really smart guy. Smart enough to 
figure us a way out of this mess. 
But, that’s not the thing of it.

The thing of it is this. The 
loyalty I’ve seen him receive from 
the people around him -young and 
old- is like nothing I’ve experienced 
before in the political process. 
Every time I’ve seen the guy, he’s 
had an army of people with him and 

they’re all there -by choice- work-
ing for free. 

Why? What inspires that kind 
of loyalty?

The more I’ve gotten to know 
him, the more I have realize this 
message of unity is real. He’s never 
wavered on it. Never changed his 
tune to fit the group he was talking 
to. 

I pushed his team several times 
to let me buy him lunch to get 
me some one on one time for my 
article. In my experience politicians 
never turn down a free meal. Every 
time the answer was the same, “he’s 
out walking door to door”. 

Not one to be turned away 
easily, I finally said “Fine. I’ll work 
for him for free for the day. I’ll walk 
with Bob.” 

However, this was not the 
quick ‘show your face in the 
neighborhood’ that I had expected. 
Honestly, I’m 20 years younger 
than him and I went home that night 
absolutely exhausted, while he went 
off to another meeting. 

I’ve been around plenty of 
politicians that can really talk. This 
might be the first time, however, 
that I walked with one who can 
really listen. At every door, to every 
resident, in every neighborhood.  
He listened. 

I’ll say again, his message of 
unity is real. But I found that being 
the smartest guy in the room was 
not the reason for the overwhelming 
loyalty from his army. 

It’s because he’s the hardest 
working guy in the room. I found 
that out the hard way. 

One -now retired- employee 
of his perhaps put it best “Work-
ing for Bob Restaino is not a free 
ride. You’ll be expected to work. 
But, you can plan on him being the 
first one in and the last one out. He 
could very well become the greatest 
Mayor this city has ever had.”

After 30 years of neglect, that’s 
exactly what this city needs. 

Election Day is November 5th. 
Unity. 

Niagara Falls Mayoral Candidate Robert 
M. Restaino.

Standing Room Only Cont from Cover
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
-According to a Niagara Falls Police report, a 72-year-old man 
was arrested on Monday, August 19th, 2019, after being arrested 
by Lewiston Police for throwing three kittens out of a moving 
vehicle on Lewiston Road in Niagara Falls. According to the 
report, the man was charged with felony animal cruelty and was 
released on $250 bail. Sadly, one of the kittens he threw out of 
the car died on impact while the other two could not be found. 
-Niagara Falls Police sent out a message on Wednesday, August 
21st, 2019, seeking public assistance in finding an individual 
suspected with stealing an ATV from the 1100 block of 98th 
Street on August 10th. Police say there have been multiple calls 
for burglaries and attempted burglaries to vehicles, sheds, and 
garages in that area over the past two months. Anyone with 
information is asked to call detectives at (716) 286-4553 or the 

non-emergency number at (716) 286-4711. His photograp his 
below:
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Coastal Gas Station at 
19th and Walnut Avenue on Thursday, August 22nd, 2019, after 
reports that a man had stabbed a dog. According to reports, a 
verbal altercation led one man to stab the other's dog. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to 5th and Niagara Street in the 
evening hours of Friday, August, 23rd, 2019, after reports of an 
armed robbery. According to police, the complainant stated that 
his car, a red Dodge Durango, was stolen at gunpoint by two 
males. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to 8th Street after reports of 
indecent exposure. According to police, a person was walking 
around in their backyard naked.  
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 2600 block of Ninthh 
Street in the early morning hours of Saturday, August, 24th, 
2019, after reports of a shooting. According to reports, witnesses 
described a car stopping in the street prior to an occupant firing 
at least two shots at a large deer that was walking in the area. 
Police confirmed that the animal was seriously injured. A wit-
ness told police she was sitting in her home before she saw an 
occupant of a vehicle fire off two shots before the vehicle drove 
off down Ninth Street. The witness then saw a large deer laying 
on thhe sidewalk bleeding from its hip. Niagara Falls Police 
handed the investigation over to the Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the area surrounding 72nd 
Street in the evening hours of Sunday, August 25th, 2019, after 
a thirteen-year-old boy became angry with his grandmother and 
took her car. Police say the car was later recovered. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to 19th Street in the evening 
hours of Sunday, August 25th, 2019, after receiving reports that 
a child was threatening to shoot his mother was a BB gun.
-Niagara Falls Police engaged in a foot chase on 99th Street and 
Niagara Falls Boulevard in the evening hours of Sunday, August 
25th, 2019, after reports of two individuals in LaSalle breaking 
into cars. According to police no arrests were made. 
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" 

section!!  
 

 Call (716) 990-3677
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Williams Cont. from Cover
Niagara Falls National Heritage Area, 
a part of which supports the city’s 
Underground Railroad Interpretive 
Center, but for many of the other ac-
tivities that he has supported over the 
years in the African-American com-
munity as well as others.  Williams 
recently accepted an opportunity from 
the former Erie County GOP Chair-
man Nick Langworthy.  Langworthy 
was recently elected as the chair of 
the NYS Republican Party. 

The press release that Langwor-
thy disseminated cited Williams as 
saying, “When Chairman Langworthy 
asked me to serve in this position, I 
jumped at the chance because I know 
it is the start of a new era for the New 
York Republican Party. We have seen 
the disastrous effects of one-party 
Democrat rule on taxpayers of the 
state …”

Williams’ pointed out “one party 
Democrat rule” in his citation, but 
I have known ‘Jeff” for more than 
20-years, both us separately and se-
quentially throwing our hats into the 
ring for state senate, and I know that 
he, like myself, would also not-be- 
so-excited about the ‘one party rule’ 
of either or any party; as such would 
devolve into an autocratically one 
man rule, be it socialist or fascist. 

Williams accepted my offer for an 
interview:

HAMILTON: You seem pretty 
exuberant about taking on this job 
and I have confidence that you can 
do it well. What is it that you hope to 
accomplish?

WILLIAMS: I have believed for 
years that we (Republicans) have 
missed the mark as a party in finding 
resources for our races from a grass-
roots level. I think that we can build 
a network of two-to-3,000 people 
giving at a rate of about $20 a month 
in raising an enormous amount of 
money in order to help candidates 
across the state.  And it does 2 things; 
anyone who gives a dollar for your 
campaign is someone who is voting 
for you. So, we are not only building 
finances, we’re building voters. As we 
work to build this grassroots network 
across the state we are going to be 
strengthening the party at the same 
time.  It is really an evolution, not tru-
ly a revolution. As the party evolves 
and we continue to rebuild it, retool 
it, and revitalize it we will start win-
ning elections at local levels, county 
levels and eventually state level races.

It is a very important thing to 
have competition in any state, no mat-
ter how ‘blue’ the state is.  We hope 
that there’s a lot of Republicans in up-
state NY, there’s a lot of Republicans 
in [NYC], there’s a lot of Republicans 
in Long Island, that it shows them 
that we are an alternative to what they 
are voting for at this point. 

HAMILTON: How did we 
become a one-party state in three 
houses?

WILLIAMS: I believe that it 
was someone who was asleep at the 
switch.  We had a state party that 
wasn’t raising money, that was doing 
it [running the GOP] for themselves 
and not for the party.  And that’s 

where we are trying to make a shift. 
We are trying to build a grassroots 
level so that this is everybody’s party, 
not just one person’s or a few people.

When Nick and I discussed this 
in the beginning, Ken, he liked my 
philanthropic-side as much as he 
liked my political-side. We’ve [Lang-
worthy] known each other for almost 
as long as I have known you, but he 
is a lot younger; and I believe that it 
is things like Unity Day here, like we 
are having today, which I supported 
since the very first year when [Starks] 
walked into my office and asked me 
to help. I supported it because he does 
great things. 

It’s not about maybe the whole 
place is Democrats and I might be 
the only Republican in the room. It 
doesn’t really matter. It’s about build-
ing a base and building grassroots.  
And that’s what we want to do with 
the party; we want to unify and bring 
it together so that it is a party for ev-
eryone, and not a party for the few. 

HAMILTON: Are there any other 
African-American-centric events that 
you support?

WILLIAMS: Ken, if had I looked 
down the list I would have to go 
and look. I’m sure there are. I don’t 
know at this point because I give to 
things that so well. I don’t give care 
if they are African American-centric 
or any (thing else). Today I ‘m doing 
2 things: I’ve sponsored the jazz fes-
tival in Lewiston and I’ve sponsored 
Unity Day in Niagara Falls. 

You know; for my entire day I am 
going to events that I have sponsored, 
and whether it’s jazz festival in Lew-
iston – which is an amazing event, or 
Unity Day in Niagara Falls – which is 
just as amazing event, just a different 
event, I support excellence. It’s not 
about party, it’s not about race, it’s 
about excellence. 

HAMILTON: You have never 
been nailed to the Republican Party; 
I have always seen you working with 
people from other parties and from 
other ethnicities, etc..

WILLIAMS: I have always 
worked with all parties and I still 
continue to this day to have friends on 
all sides. Some of my best friends are 
Democrats, some of my best friends 
are Republicans; but we don’t talk 
about those things, we talk about how 
to make things, and this place, better. 
It is important to make your commu-
nity a better place, to make your state 
a better place. It’s about service, and 
that’s why I am doing this.

HAMILTON: In no particular 
order, what would you say are the 3 
best things that can happen in Niagara 
Falls?

WILLIAMS: People recognizing 
the value of the city, people becoming 
more optimistic about the city they 
live in – and that’s what this event 
does, it creates a sense of optimism 
that there’s some hope; and then 
once we have those 2 things in place, 
rebuilding this city.

HAMILTON: Thank you, Jeff.
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