
To say the least, the last four months of 
my life have been challenging, exhausting, 
and very rewarding.  I am extremely gratified 
over the voter support I received in the Dem-
ocratic primary election for Mayor of Niaga-
ra Falls.  I am both honored and humbled by 
the continued support I have received from 

The race next year for the 27th Congres-
sional District seat now occupied by indict-
ed incumbent Republican Chris Collins is 
shaping up as one for the ages with at least 
two Republican candidates already declared 
and possibly at least three more, including 
Collins, within shouting distance including 
North Tonawanda State Sen. Robert Ortt.

"We are very seriously looking [at a 
run]," says Ortt, the popular lawmaker from 
Niagara County, "and we'll make a decision 
sooner rather than later."

Ortt, who as a member of the New 
York Army National Guard received the 
Bronze Star, Commendation Medal, and 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, says he has 
been traveling throughout the sprawling, 
overwhelmingly Republican district that in-
cludes all or part of eight counties, meeting 

with people and introducing himself.
"It is an exciting possibility," says Ni-

agara County GOP Chairman Rich Andres 
of a possible run by Ortt.  "It is nice to have 
a homegrown candidate interested because 
it has been a very long time since that has 
happened, going back decades to Rep. Hen-
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S. section of the International Joint Com-
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ty officials on Monday night in Wilson 
and agreed to speed up communications 
and appoint two shoreline members, one 
from Canada and one from the U. S., in 
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the voters of Niagara Falls during my 
last two campaigns for a seat on the 
Board of Education as well as this 
recent primary.  Now, over the next 
few months I will continue to meet 
with voters at their doors to discuss 
my vision for a collaborative govern-
ing process.

 After spending time with 
voters during the primary campaign, 
I now firmly believe that before our 
elected officials can begin to address 
the city’s financial and governing 
problems, the people of Niagara Falls 
must first decide and articulate what 
type of city they want to have.  The 
first step in this process will be the 
development of a genuine sense of 
“community.”  The divisive force of 
one neighborhood isolating itself and 
competing against other neighbor-
hoods for local resources and services 
must end.

 The people of Niagara Falls 
must specifically define the nature of 
“community.”  Most importantly, the 
task of leading that discussion and 
social transformation will belong to 
the candidate chosen in the Novem-
ber election.  The people of Niagara 
Falls must show themselves as being 
committed to a “community” which 
is inclusive of all citizens regardless 
of neighborhood and cultural back-
ground.  In this new sense of “com-
munity,” the people of this city will 
understand that all residents are equal 
citizens who have a shared history 
and will forge a shared future.  This is 
the concept upon which my platform 
of collaborative governing is built.

 This sense of “community” 
must extend beyond the borders of 
our city to include the first ring sub-
urbs of Niagara Falls.  The political 

leaders of these municipalities must 
come to a collective agreement that 
the entire area of western Niagara 
County has a common history which 
is the basis for a shared successful fu-
ture….as I have said, we are stronger 
together!!

 During the upcoming general 
election campaign, the citizens of Ni-
agara Falls will be exposed to politi-
cal rhetoric that encourages everyone 
to think of themselves first which will 
only serve to continue the divisive-
ness among the neighborhoods of 
this city.  It’s true that the City of 
Niagara Falls was “constructed” from 
a number of independent towns and 
villages that had a variety of ethnic 
and cultural backgrounds.  However, 
to play to that diverse background as 
the basis of a campaign platform will 
only focus people’s attention on the 
competitive view of neighborhood 
versus “community.”

 As mayor, I will challenge the 
citizens of this city and the surround-
ing municipalities to answer a sim-
ple question:  “Will we be better or 
worse for pursuing a competitive ‘us 
versus them’ neighborhood mental-
ity or for embracing a collaborative 
‘community’ focused approach to 
local government”?  As mayor, I will 
engage the political leaders of our 
first ring suburbs and school districts 
to analyze the competitive method 
of securing governmental resources 
and delivering services as opposed 
to a collaborative system of maxi-
mizing existing resources with a cost 
efficient delivery of basic services.  
As mayor, I will challenge our local 
business owners, large and small, to 
develop a list of critical concerns that 
local governments can reasonably 

address in order to create a business 
climate that rewards collaboration 
and promotes expansion.

 My critics will challenge me 
to provide the specific details of my 
collaborative view of local govern-
ment.  I welcome that challenge.  One 
area often discussed but receiving 
little attention is the duplication of 
citizen services provided by vari-
ous municipal departments labeled 
as “general government.”  Average 
expenses associated with this catego-
ry of governmental operations for the 
last three years in Niagara Falls have 
been approximately $7.7 million dol-
lars.  How many taxpayer dollars are 
being spent on “general government” 
services by the towns of Lewiston, 
Niagara, and Wheatfield?  Are there 
economies of scale that can be experi-
enced through a collaborative deliv-
ery of these functions? 

 Shouldn’t there be a collab-
orative effort for the promotion of 
water-related tourism associated with 
the Niagara River?  Shouldn’t there 
be a collaborative effort to rehabil-

itate the infrastructure essential for 
the movement of people and goods in 
western Niagara County?  Shouldn’t 
there be a collaborative effort to 
enhance the opportunities to expand 
the retail shopping experiences for 
our local residents, regular Canadian 
visitors, and seasonal tourists?  There 
will be no movement to address these 
concerns if someone doesn’t first 
pose these questions to local govern-
mental leaders. I realize that some 
may say it can never work, but unless 
we explore new ways for all of our 
communities to more effectively and 
efficiently deliver essential services, 
we will never achieve our greatest 
potential. As Mayor of Niagara Falls, 
I plan to pose the questions and 
challenge my colleagues to join with 
me in fashioning the collaborative 
responses to them.

 The central question of my 
primary campaign was “Who is best 
prepared to govern?”  I believe Dem-
ocratic voters answered that question.  
Now it’s up to voters of all affiliations 
to consider it.

Democratic candidate Robert M. Restaino, photographed above, after being declared the 
primary election winner against fellow democratic candidate Seth Piccirillo.

As We Move Forward Cont. 
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ry P. Smith who served from 1965 
until 1975."  Smith, like Ortt, was a 
former mayor of North Tonawanda.

As he considers joining the grow-
ing field for the 27th District seat, 
Ortt and two other candidates attend-
ed the fundraiser last week for Erie 
County Legislator Joe Lorigo, son of 
powerful Erie County Conservative 
Party Chairman Ralph Lorigo, at the 
chairman's West Seneca home. 

"Sen. Ortt had the strongest 
Conservative voting record in the 
State Senate last year," said Lorigo, 
"and that's certainly very important."  
There are some very good candidates 
already in, says Lorigo, including 
State Sen. Chris Jacobs and Attor-
ney and Fox News contributor Beth 
Parlato from Genesee County who 
announced her candidacy via social 
media on Monday.  Both joined Ortt 
at the Lorigo event, with the 27th 
District race certainly on everyone's 
mind.

Jacobs comes armed with an 
impressive war chest that already has 
reached more than $747,000, includ-
ing $325,000 of his personal money 
loaned to the campaign.  Collins, 
one of the wealthiest members of 
Congress, has loaned his campaign 
$500,000, but he hasn't officially an-
nounced whether he will seek re-elec-
tion as yet as he faces a federal trial 
next year on insider trading charges 
along with several family members.

Erie County Comptroller Stefan 

Mychajliw Jr. is continuing to look 
at a possible run but did not make 
Lorigo's party because it was held on 
the day his wife delivered an addition 
to the family.  But the comptroller has 
long been interested and is holding 
back his official launch as he awaits 
Collins' decision, showing deference 
to the man he once worked for.  

Also reportedly holding up 
Mychajliw's decision is the possible 
candidacy of recent Medal of Honor 
recipient David Bellavia, who is cur-
rently on active duty with the Army.  
Some sources believe Bellavia may 
well elect to stay in service to his 
country and not leave to get into the 
27th District race. 

Ortt was one of the headliners at 
the city of Niagara Falls Republican 
Committee's barbecue last week at 
the Hyde Park Stoneroom, an event 
which also featured Assemblyman 
Angelo Morinello.  A surprise guest 
was Democratic mayoral primary 
winner Robert Restaino who was well 
received.  Also in attendance was 
the GOP candidate for mayor, Glenn 
Choolokian, who has yet to get the 
blessing of the city committee al-
though he is the candidate.

City GOP Chairman Bill Carroll 
and Vice Chairman Michael Gawel 
on Monday said they wholeheartedly 
support Ortt's possible run for Con-
gress, saying he would make a terrific 
candidate.

Both Sens. Ortt and Jacobs went 

from majority party status to minority 
status in Albany in the last election, 
making their future as Albany power 
brokers shaky at best.  It could be a 
long time before Republicans regain 
the clout they had in Albany by virtue 
of their control of the Senate.  

Ortt, first elected in 2014, is 
seen as a rising political star on the 
horizon for the GOP, but both he and 
Jacobs suffered severe setbacks when 
the Republicans lost the Senate.  Mi-
nority lawmakers have a tough time 
delivering the goods for their constit-
uents although both Ortt and Morinel-
lo, a member of the always minority 
GOP in the Assembly, are waging the 
good fight.

Many political observers believe 

Ortt could be a very strong candidate 
in the 27th District which includes 
all of Orleans, Genesee, Wyoming, 
and Livingston counties and parts of 
Erie, Monroe, Niagara, and Ontario 
counties.  

The petition process would start 
six months earlier than normal next 
year, meaning Ortt and Jacobs would 
probably have until February to make 
a final decision, Senate or Congress.

The educated guess here is that 
Sen. Ortt will take his strong con-
servative credentials, his military 
service, and his Albany record on the 
road and make a run for Congress.  
Expect an announcement shortly.

New York State Senator Rob Ortt and State Assembly Member Angelo 
Morinello.

Ortt Cont. from Cover

Flooding Cont. from Cover

the ongoing concern over flooding 
and high water levels.

"It was a productive meeting," 
said Niagara County Legislator 
Rich Andres (R.-North Tonawan-
da), who was joined at Monday's 
meeting by several of his legis-
lative colleagues and Rep. Chris 
Collins and Assemblyman Michael 
Norris.

Andres said the two new 
shoreline members will be ap-
pointed shortly and aid in commu-
nicating concerns from residents 
about water levels and flooding.

"The new chairman, who 
represented parts of Erie and Ni-
agara Counties in Albany as a state 
lawmaker, has opened up the lines 

of communication, allowing for 
direct calls about concerns," said 
Andres.

The IJC is responsible for 
overseeing water levels in Lake 
Ontario and Andres said the 
commission intends to revise or 
replace Plan 2014, a measure to 
change lake level guidance which 
has been criticized by some resi-
dents for flooding problems.

"It was a good meeting, and I 
believe it will help address con-
cerns by residents by opening the 
lines of communication with the 
commission," said Andres.  "She 
(Corwin) knows this area, and 
that's a big help."
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police arrested a man early Wednesday, July 24th, 
2019, after he jumped out of his vehicle attempting to flee police. 
According to reports, the SUV kept rolling and nearly struck pedes-
trians after he jumped out. An officer tried to pull over the SUV after 
the driver illegally passed a vehicle and ran a red light at Pine Avenue 
and 10th Street around 12:15 a.m.. The driver jumped out of the SUV 
on Sixth Street and started running through backyards. The SUV did 
come to a stop but only after slowing down enough for an officer to 
jump inside and put it into park. The driver was identified via a wallet 
that was left behind in the vehicle.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to 528 Ferry Avenue, a corner store, 
in the afternoon hours of Wednesday, July 24th, 2019, after receiv-
ing reports of an attempted armed robbery. According to reports, an 
employee was injured by the armed gunman who entered the store 
and held the worker at gunpoint as he demanded money. The employ-
ee told police he was able to knock the gun from the robber's hands 
at which point the two men started to fight. The employee further 
told police that he was able to hit the robber with a metal cyclinder 
causing injury. However, the robber was able to throw the employee 
to the floor causing a laceration on his head. The man then picked up 
the gun and ran from the scene unsuccessful in his attempt to rob the 
store. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 600 block of Rainbow Boule-
vard in the evening hours of Thursday, July 25th, 2019, after reports 
of a drunk man inside of a garbage can. 
-Police responded to the Fashion Outlet Mall in the afternoon hours 
of Thursday, July 25th, 2019, after reports of an alteraction that left 
two tourists from Canada seriously injuried. According to eyewitness 
accounts, the aggressors physically assaulted the tourists after for 
what they described as "no apparent reason." The victims were trans-

ported to the hospital where they were receiving treatment. The two 
aggressors were charged and arraigned in Town of Niagara Court. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1000 block of Center Avenue 
in the early morning hours of Saturday, July 27th, 2019, after reports 
of a shooting. According to reports, when police arrived they discov-
ered a man with serious injuries. Police later confirmed that 58-year-
old Roderick Haslip, of Niagara Falls, died from his injuries after 
being shot in his van on 13th and Grove Avenue. He tried to drive 
away but only made it two blocks and died at the scene. Police are 
continuing to investigate the incident and have made no arrests as of 
the date of this publication. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1800 block of Linwood Av-
enue in the early morning hours of Sunday, July 28th, 2019, after 
receiving a 911 call from a homeowner who said a neighbor was con-
trolling her lights from his house. Upon further investigation, police 
determined this to be meritless. 
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" 

section!!  
 

 Call (716) 990-3677



6

NIAGARA REPORTER JULY 31, 2019 - AUGUST 6, 2019

I will tell you where they are not; 
employed by the City of Niagara 
Falls, compliments of our Adminis-
tration and Council; with their poor 
spending and budgeting practices!

Understand that the population 
within the City of Niagara Falls has 
drastically decreased over the years. 
But one thing a decrease in popula-
tion does not effect is the roads, side-
walks, trees, grass, etc.; which are 
still required to be maintained. Along 
with population decreases come 
abandoned properties that are no lon-
ger being maintained by the owners; 
that fall on the back of DPW. 

So why does the city look like a 
3rd world country; with its beautiful 
5ft tall grass landscapes, garbage 
thrown through out the entire city, 
pot holes big enough to consume 
entire vehicles, and trees falling 
causing damage/injury from a gentle 
breeze? 

DPW; across all departments 
within, highly rely’s on seasonal/
temporary positions over the spring/
summer/fall to maintain the city. 
Especially when retired positions 
go un-filled. After reviewing the last 
9 budgets; our Administration and 
Council have decided to no longer 
budget temporary payroll for the last 
2 calendar years; 2018 & 2019!

The only department that re-
ceived any temporary payroll budget 
for these years is the Clean Com-
munity & S.W.E.E.T Team. Unfor-
tunately, when other departments 
within DPW require additional staff 
to assist with maintenance; this pulls 

staff from the Clean Community 
department temporary staffing thus 
resulting in that department not stay-
ing on top of their duties. DPW is 
put into a place to triage the requests 
ensuring they are being completed 
by importance/public safety; painting 
road lines, removing a tree that could 
cause damage/injury vs cutting a 
private property that has been ne-
glected. 

Currently there are 2100 grass/
garbage complaints that are in line 
for attention. But with no staff to 
address these requests, the city be-
comes in the state it currently is in. 
Our Clean Community Department 
can tag anywhere from 30-50 hous-
es a day for various violations; but 
if there is not enough staff to come 
through after the 96 hour time frame, 
than the property remains an eye 
sore.

In addition to the lack of fund-
ing to DPW; I do believe we also 
have a management issue as well. 
Too many times, citizens of the city 
observe DPW workers parked for 
long periods of time in their vehicles, 
driving aimlessly through out the 
city, etc. I am not saying all DPW 
employees fall into this issue! But in 
every department there are always 
a few employees that fail to work 
up to their full potential. We need to 
ensure that proper management is 
being completed on all employees to 
ensure our tax dollars are being used 
wisely.

The tax paying citizens of this 
city deserve better than what we are 
receiving in services! Administration 
and Council, get it together for the 
sake of our beautiful city!

Terri Kline

KLINE: Where Are the 
DPW Workers??
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