
As the legal wrangling continues at 
a snail's pace in the gaming stalemate 

between the state and the Seneca Nation, 
politics has definitely moved center stage 
starting with the Niagara County Dem-
ocratic Committee's picnic on Tuesday 
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Analysis

Politics Take Center Stage as 
Gaming Battle Continues

  By:   Tony Farina

  By:   Brendan McDonough
Canal Fest is Back!!

Hundreds of people packed the 
Tonawanda’s for the start of the annual 
Canal Festival. For the past 37 years 
organizers have been holding the event 
and it runs from July 14th to July 21st. 

There is no doubt it is a week-long 
event aimed at celebrating the canal 
and helping to bring the community 
together.
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(this week) that was expected to be 
highlighted by a visit from State 
Comptroller Tom DiNapoli.

"We expect the comptroller to 
show up and I'm expecting there 
will be a picture taken of him with 
our candidate for mayor of Niagara 
Falls, Robert Restaino," said Dem-
ocratic Chairman Jason Zona on 
Monday.

Restaino will have a tight 
squeeze timewise to get that pic-
ture taken with DiNapoli because 
somehow, former Democratic 
Chairman Nick Forster is throw-
ing a $500-a-person fundraiser 
for Restaino at the Red Coach Inn 
about the same time as the Dem-
ocratic picnic at Gratwick Park.  
Coincidence?  Or is there a political 
rivalry between Zona and the for-
mer chairman?

Zona expects, and so do we, that 
Restaino will make both events and 
get his picture taken with the state's 
chief fiscal watchdog who has been 
a critic of the current administra-
tion's handling of casino funds for 
several years.  

Republicans will have their 
get-together next Tuesday, July 23, 
at the Hyde Park Stoneroom where 
they are expected to have a loud 
and upbeat crowd for their very 
strong slate for Niagara Falls Coun-
cil, incumbent Ken Tompkins and 
newcomer John Spanbauer who, if 
they win the two seats up for grabs, 
could give the GOP the majority on 

the council along with Chris Voccio.
The city GOP has still not made 

an endorsement for mayor and there 
are rumors the party is not too excit-
ed about backing former Democrat 
Glenn Choolokian.  Some are said 
to be favoring Democratic primary 
winner Restaino for the top job.  
Choolokian has not been seen much 
by the GOP faithful, according to 
reports, and we'll have to wait and 
see if he shows up on Tuesday for 
the $50-per-person event. 

The fight for political power 
goes on even as the legal battle be-
tween the state and the Senecas over 
revenue-sharing payments goes on, 
tightening the financial noose every 
day for the three host cities, Niagara 
Falls, Buffalo, and Salamanca.

"We still had about $7 million 
on hand a few weeks ago," said 
Council Chairman Andy Touma, but 
the savvy leader admitted there is 
still much uncertainty about when 
there will be a settlement and if so, 
what kind of financial money will 
be flowing from the Senecas.  Will 
it be the same as before?

As we have reported, the Sene-
cas don't feel they have gotten the 
"exclusivity" bang for their more 
than $1 billion in bucks paid to 
the state since the compact began.  
They want a new deal and have 
balked at paying the state $255 
million as ordered by the arbitration 
panel in April following the Decem-
ber decision favoring the state.

As of this week, the state and 
the Senecas have until Aug. 27 to 
file their briefs in support of their 
motions in the case that is now 
before U. S. District Judge William 
Skretny.

While all that moves along -- 
or doesn't move -- the state is still 
holding on to the $12.3 million it 
promised to loan the city of Niagara 
Falls for the current budget until 
the Seneca money comes in.  Well, 
when or if the money will be com-
ing in remains very uncertain, and 
while the city still has money in the 
drawer, it won't last much longer.

Perhaps the city can breathe 
easy, however, as the state said in 
an email to this reporter on Monday 
"the state is in contact with the Ni-
agara Falls Mayor's office, and our 
commitment to the city remains firm 

as we wait for the Seneca Nation to 
fulfill its obligation as determined 
by the arbitration panel."

Well, the state seems ready to 
deliver on its promise if necessary, 
to keep the city from falling into 
the Niagara River financially, but 
what about the future?  Will the slot 
revenue payments resume at the 
same level?  Or will they resume at 
all?  All that seems very much up in 
the air these days as the politicians 
move about hoping to take control 
of a dying city.

There are numerous reports 
around town that businesses at 
many locations far from the state 
park are not doing very well this 
summer.  As one businessman put it, 
this is a poor city and getting poor-
er. The state needs to step up but so 
far, it hasn't.  

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo has remained silent on when the State will receive all 
of the money owed from the Seneca Nation. 

Gaming Battle Cont. from Cover



3

NIAGARA REPORTER JULY 17, 2019 - JULY 23, 2019

With the primary elections be-
hind us, and with an unusual may-
oral race ahead that could give us 
a mayor elected by a slim plurality, 
my focus during the general election 
will be to help bring about historic 
change on the City Council.

It’s important to understand that 
the City Council, the legislative 
body of the city, has been under 
One Party Rule for decades. Some-
one told me it was back in 1964 that 
we last had a Council with a Repub-
lican majority, others have said it 
was back in the 1980’s. Whichever 

is correct, it is fair to say that the 
Democratic Party has controlled the 
Council for more than a generation. 
For decades.

Drive along Pine Avenue or 
Niagara Street. Drive up and down 
Highland Avenue or Main Street or 
Hyde Park Boulevard. If you like 
what you see, if you’re happy with 
the progress the city has made with 
One Party Rule, then it may make 
sense to keep that party in control 
of the City Council. If you like the 
condition of our city streets, the 
sidewalks and the business climate, 
then keep the current majority party 
in charge.

Please understand that since 
the casino opened, the city has 
received $250 million in casino 
revenue. While some want to blame 
the mayor alone for the way those 
casino dollars were spent, the mayor 
can’t buy a pack of chewing gum 
with city funds unless it’s approved 
by the City Council. The same City 
Council that has been controlled by 
One Party Rule. For decades.

So as you drive along the city’s 
streets, if you are unhappy with the 
way things look, please remember 

that $250 million, over and above 
the city’s regular budget, has been 
pumped into the city. Are you happy 
with the way things turned out?

Whatever you think about the 
two major political parties at the 
national level, clearly it’s unhealthy 
to have one party control the keys 
to government for so long. We’re 
now witnessing the issues associat-
ed with One Party Rule in Albany, 
and it’s only been six months of one 
party dominance there. Let’s hope 
that it doesn’t last for decades, as it 
has here in the Falls.

Whichever party you belong to, 
and whichever way you normally 
vote, I’m urging you to consider 
voting for two Republicans in this 
City Council election in November, 
incumbent Kenny Tompkins and po-
litical newcomer John Spanbauer.

Give Republicans a majority 
on the City Council and judge us 
accordingly. While state govern-
ment is completely controlled by 
the other party, you’ll be putting 
Niagara Falls in the hands of lo-
cal people who will put taxpayers 
first, all while engaging with our 
Democrat colleagues in a healthy 

relationship that puts the city’s best 
interests first, regardless of who our 
next mayor is.

Republicans don’t always agree 
with one another. Councilman 
Tompkins and I often go separate 
ways, and that’s a healthy part of 
our system. So by voting for two 
Republicans, you’re not voting for 
a monolith with a singular agenda. 
We’re all free-thinking individuals. 
But we will represent a change from 
decades of One Party Rule.

Let me end by saying I am bull-
ish on Niagara Falls. While there 
are an abundance of challenges fac-
ing the city, we are blessed with an 
abundance of opportunities. On Jan-
uary 1st we will have a new mayor 
and one new council member. I 
believe we will eventually come to 
terms with the Senecas and build a 
new and meaningful relationship, 
and this will result in additional 
revenues that, if invested wisely, 
could help us take advantages of the 
opportunities in front of us.

New leadership, along with a lit-
tle luck and much-needed help from 
God Almighty, will lead to better 
days ahead.

Chris's Corner: Ending One Party Rule in the Falls
Chris Voccio is a Niagara Falls City Council member and can be 

reached at ChrisVoccio@gmail.com.

Chris Voccio
NF City Councilman



4

NIAGARA REPORTER JULY 17, 2019 - JULY 23, 2019

WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1900 block of Welch Avenue on July 
9th, 2019, after receiving reports of an altercation between multiple fe-
males. According to reports, one female was taken to the hospital after she 
was hit in the head with a baseball bat. Although bleeding, the victim was 
able to walk to the ambulance herself. Security cameras caught the alter-
cation on video showing multiple women smashing the victim’s apartment 
and vehicle. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to reports of a brawl at 18th and Niagara 
Street in the evening hours of Tuesday, July 9th, 2019. According to re-
ports, multiple units responded to the scene where more than fifty people 
were crowded. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to 18th and Niagara Street in the early 
morning hours of Wednesday, July 10th, 2019, after receiving a call from 
AMR that a man was standing in the middle of the road blocking the ambu-
lance from responding to a robbery and assault of a femake in the Seneca 
Niagara Casino parking ramp.  
-Niagara Falls Police and Fire responded to the 1100 block of Linwood 
Avenue in the evening hours of Wednesday, July 10th, 2019, after receiving 
reports of a stabbing. According to reports, one individual sustained non 
life-threatening injuries. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to Cuddeback Avenue in the late evening 
hours of Wednesday, July 10th, 2019, after receiving reports of a group of 
adults and juveniles fighting. According to 911 calls, multiple people were 
yelling, swearing, making threats and injuries were reported. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 500 block of 27th Street in the early 
morning hours of Thursday, July 11th, 2019, after receiving reports of a 
suspicious person. According to reports, a white male with long, curly, 
blond hair was seen reaching into a side window of a house and playing 
with the curtains. Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 
-Niagara Falls Police conducted a raid in the 32 building of Packard Court 
on July 11th, 2019. According to police records, several grams of cocaine 
and a handgun were seized by police. One male and one female were taken 
into custody. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center 
in the late afternoon hours of Sunday, July 14th, 2019, after receiving a call 
from the ER that an individual presented with a gunshot wound. Police are 
continuing to investigate the incident. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Valero Gas Station on Ferry Avenue 
in the evening hours of Sunday, July 14th, 2019, after reports of juveniles 
causing a disturbance. According to police records, juveniles used a pop 
rack and hit someone with it in the store.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1800 block of Pine Avenue in the 
afternoon hours of Monday, July 15th, 2019, after receiving a report of a 
stolen vehicle with two children inside. Police say the victim went into the 
store to pay a bill while leaving the children inside the car when an un-
known male took the blue 2007 Jeep Compass and took off. While respond-
ing, police were notified that the two children were dropped off in front a 
house in the 800 17th Street. The children were not injured. An hour or so 
later it was reported that the vehicle was located in the City of Buffalo by 
the Buffalo Police Department.
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" 

section!!  
 

 Call (716) 990-3677
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Canal Fest Cont.
“This event is growing all 

time and it supports up to 15 non-
for-profit organizations between 
the two cities,” said Peter Cheni-
er, President of the Canal Festi-
val. “It supports the boy scouts, 
volunteer fireman and a number 
of churches.”

This year there are dozens 
of vendors selling everything 
from funnel cakes to fried dough. 
More than 200,000 are expected 
to hit the streets over the course 
of the eight day event. 

Emileigh Mazurkiewicz was 
crowned queen of the 2019 Canal 
Festival. For her the pageant is 
more than just wearing a crown, 
but rather representing an area 
that she loves and helping to 
inspire the next generation of 
young girls.

“As the queen I try and be a 
role model to all of the younger 
girls and show them that if you 
have strong well-rounded qual-
ities that you can do anything” 
said Mazurkiewicz.

One of the highlights of the 
event is a chalk drawing contest. 
This year’s theme is safari and 
the artists are judged in three sep-
arate categories. The age groups 
run from 6th grade and under, 
6th grade to 12th grade, and then 
adults. Prizes are given out the 
winners and the contestants are 
judged individually.

“You think that the kids 
are just going to do something 
small, like how they would on a 
piece of paper, and then it turns 
into this 8’ x 10’ mural and it is 
wonderful how they incorporate 
the shading,” said Emily Ertel, 
Chalk Festival, Co-Advisor. “The 
thought and creativity, all in just 
a matter of three and a half hours, 

is off the charts.”
Members of the National 

Guard were also at the event. 
They came to show people what 
they do and to educated young 
kids about how it can also be a 
rewarding career.

“We offer 100 percent tuition 
to any New York State, SUNY, 
school so you can go to UB or 
Buffalo State for free,” said 
Sargent James Farley, National 
Guard. “Your total obligation is 
one weekend a month and two 
weeks in the summer,”.

In addition to being educated 
about other organizations, some 
people came to just look at the 
canal and enjoy all of the beauty 
it has to offer.

“This is an annual tradition 
for me,” said Michelle Jaynes, 
Tonawanda Resident. “The food 
is great and I like the games. I 
especially like the craft shows.”

Water Bike Adventures offers 
people the chance to not only 
look at the canal but to ride on it. 
For $12 an hour people can bike 
or paddle their way through its 
many paths.

“An hour is usually just 
enough time because after that 
people get tired and this is a real-
ly good location because we are 
right on Gateway Harbor and you 
can go out the creek or up the 
canal,” said Abby Chilton, Water 
Bike Adventures.

In addition to celebrating 
the canal organizers are hoping 
people will stop into the shops 
along Webster Street and add a 
much-needed boost to the local 
economy. All helping to celebrate 
the canal and bring additional 
tourism to the area long after the 
event is over.



7

NIAGARA REPORTER JULY 17, 2019 - JULY 23, 2019




