
They were shopping small and 
hoping to find big savings. Across 
Webster Street in North Tonawan-
da shoppers were out in full force 
for Small Business Saturday. 

It’s a day that encourages peo-
ple to avoid the big box stores and 
shop locally. For many it’s the 
perfect way to spend the day.

“I do not do black Friday,” said 

Jenny Hoddick, North Tonawanda 
Resident. “I like Small Business 
Saturday because in these stores it 
is easier to find things and it’s a lot 

"I've been thinking 
about it for a long time," 
former City Court Judge 
Robert Restaino told this 
reporter in January of 2017 
when asked if he was con-
templating a run for mayor 
of Niagara Falls sometime 
in the future.

In that interview, 
Restaino said "I have 
been going to places 
where people are-- coffee 

shops, senior centers, and 
neighborhoods, and in my 
opinion more people than 
not have breathed a sigh of 
relief that I might run."

The moment he has 
been thinking about for 
a long time has arrived.  
This week, on Wednesday 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Como 
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Restaino Cont. 
Restaurant on Pine Ave., Robert 
Restaino will officially announce 
his candidacy for mayor of Niaga-
ra Falls in 2019.  It may be a year 
away, but Restaino is ready to begin 
his bid to give the city a new vision 
for the future.

"I think he would provide 
very strong leadership," says Jerry 
Alaimo, a small business owner 
in Niagara Falls who is hoping for 
better days ahead for the city he 
calls home.  

Restaino, a youthful 59 years 
old, indeed has provided strong 
leadership as president of the Niag-
ara Falls School Board which has 
increased its fund balance by $9.7 
million over the last three years 
leading to a bond upgrade this year 
by the Standard & Poor's credit 
rating agency.

In a July interview, a restrained 
Restaino told this newspaper "we 
need to offer our citizens hope for 
the future, a new vision," adding 
that he didn't think the current 
administration has done enough to 
grow the non-tourism side of the 
city.

In that same interview, he hinted 
at his political platform, saying "we 
have large industrial areas of the 

city that are vacant and we need to 
do a better job of marketing those 
opportunities.  We need to put our-
selves squarely in the job market, 
especially in the industries of the 
day; we need to put ourselves in the 
hunt."

With the city facing serious 
financial challenges with deplet-
ed reserves and the loss of casino 
revenue due to the standoff between 
the state and the Seneca Nation, 
Restaino says it will take a com-
bination of things to get though 
the crisis, like promoting shared 
government services, as the school 
district has done, to reduce costs.

"We need to be innovative and 
creative," says Restaino.  "Find 
ways to get it done."

The one blemish on Restaino's 
resume occurred in 2005 when he 
temporarily jailed 46 spectators 
in Domestic Violence Court when 
none of them would admit to a 
ringing cellphone that was making 
conducting court business impos-
sible.  Despite a 12-year record as 
a distinguished jurist, he was pun-
ished by removal from the bench for 
the phone incident.

"I've admitted I made a mis-
take," he told this newspaper two 

years ago, saying he told the Judi-
cial Conduct Commission that he 
had been under stress in his person-
al life at the time of the incident.

Restaino says, "I owned up to 
it and I think most people realize it 
doesn't define me."

Given his record as the leading 
vote-getter in two school district 
elections since then and his strong 
showing in Niagara Falls in a State 
Assembly race in 2012, it appears 
voters have concurred that what 
happened in the courtroom in 2005 
does not define Robert Restaino.

Restaino, a Democrat, now joins 
Seth Piccirillo, a top aide to current 
Mayor Paul Dyster, as the only an-
nounced candidates for mayor.  Like 
Restaino, Piccirillo is a Democrat 
setting up a possible primary next 

September which could turn into a 
three-way race if Dyster bids for a 
fourth term.  No Republicans have 
signaled interest in running at this 
time.

For his part, Piccirillo recently 
told the Niagara Gazette he will 
run as his own man, signaling his 
intent to try to distance himself 
from Dyster as the city's financial 
problems escalate.  As community 
development director for the last six 
years as the city crumbled, Piccirillo 
won't have an easy time escaping 
Dyster's shadow.

Voters can expect Restaino to 
lay out some of his plans for the 
upcoming campaign at Wednesday's 
event at the Como Restaurant where 
refreshments will be served.
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This may be the last summer for Grass Island 
boating.

The New York State Parks will commence a 
project in the fall of next year that will effective-
ly wall off boaters from accessing Grass Island.

Grass Island is not really an island in the 
usual sense of the word. It is actually an area of 
shallow water with sea grasses growing above 
the water. It is just off the shoreline of Buckhorn 
State Park.

In the summer literally hundreds of boaters 
love to congregate there and it may be the only 
area in the upper Niagara River where boaters 
can anchor in shallow, clean water with a nice 
sandy bottom and enjoy themselves. 

The area is especially pop-
ular with boaters from Niagara 
Falls.  On weekends in summer 
it attracts several hundred boats.

New York State Parks has 
plans to “renovate” it. They will 
install rock barriers in about 4 
or 5 feet of water, and all the 
shallow areas within the barri-
ers - out in front of Grass Island 
- will likely be taken out of the 
public domain.

It appears this project is 
focused on keeping boaters out 

of this area in favor of creating and  preserving 
fish habitat. 

The plan is that with the barriers it will pre-
serve what remains of this grassy area which is 
an excellent fish habitat. State Parks also plans to 
plant more grass in the shallow water. 

Much of the grassy area has been lost over 
the last 100 years.

There has been very little publicity about 
this planned change in the waters around Grass 
Island. I would not be surprised if boaters take it 
rather hard when they find out about it.

For more info: https://parks.ny.gov/parks/
attachments/BuckhornIslandNiagaraRiverResto-
rationProjects.pdf

Grass Island to be walled off from boaters 
Frank Parlato

Grass Island is off the shore of Buckhorn State Park - across 
the river from Cayuga Island.

NY State Parks will erect barrier rocks around Grass Island in an attempt to protect it 
from natural and human loss of the fish habitat. Because of the grasses, fish can hide 

from predators and breed.

Hundreds of boater gather in the shallow water creating a 
festive-like time. People get out and swim and wade in the 

shallow water with its sandy bottom.

Grass Island 1927

.The yellow line appears to be the area that will have barriers 
with the apparent result that Grass Island will be restored to 
its original shape and size. How much this will affect boaters 

will be seen in the summer of 2020.

Grass Island 2011
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 2400 block of Cleveland Ave. 
in the ealry morning hours of Nov. 19th for a person who said he 
hand a knife & gun and that someone was going to get hurt. Police 
did detain him.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to more than three separate reports 
of stolen vehicles and two other reports of stolen on license plates 
throughout the City in the last week.
-NYS Park Police and NF Fire responded to the Rainbow Bridge on 
Nov. 17th, for a tourist who reported he was assaulted and robbed. 
According to reports, the victim had a cell phone, cash, and other 
items taken from him by two male individuals near Prospect Point in 
the State Park.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 400 block of 5th Street in the 
afternoon of Saturday, November 17th, for a stabbing. Members of 
the police department shortly thereafter took a suspect into custody 
and the victim was sent to the hospital.
-Town of Niagara Police responded to K-Mart on Military Road in 
the evening hours of Wednesday, November 14th, for bathing inside 
of the store's public restroom. According to reports, the man was na- 
ked and using items sold at the store. He was subsequently arrested.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Tops on Niagara Falls Blvd. 
on Monday, November 14th, for a man who allegedly cashed his pay-
check for $304.79 and then proceeded to steal back the same check 
and exit the store. The man was identified as a 29-year-old Grand 
Island resident.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 7-Eleven at 15th & Pine Ave. 
in the morning hours of Monday, November 19th, after receiving a 
call that a person was asleep in the vehicle while running. The indi-
vidual was arrested after drugs and alcohol were found inside of the 
vehicle.
-Niagara Falls Police & Medical are currently on location on Niag-
ara Street & Memorial Parkway after a store owner was shot during 
a robbery attempt. The is currently being transported to ECMC & 
police are currently seeking two suspects who are not yet in custody.
-Updating a story from Wednesday evening of an attempted armed 
robbery at Bridgeway Market, Niagara Falls Police have confirmed 
that the owner of Bridgeway Market has died after being transported 
to ECMC for life-threatening injuries. Police continue to search for 
two suspects.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 7-Eleven at 68th and Buffalo 
Avenue after receiving a report of an armed robbery in the evening 
hours of Wednesday, November 21st. According to reports, three Af-
rican American males entered the store with a gun requesting cash.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 7-Eleven on 4th and Niagara 
Street in the early morning hours of Saturday, November 24th after a 
call of a stolen vehicle that was left running, unlocked and unattend-

ed outside of the store.
-NF Police responded to reports of a vehicle in the morning hours 
of Saturday, November 24th. According to reports, the vehicle was 
stolen from 9th and Ferry Avenue and later recovered on the I-190 
in Tonawanda after a brief pursuit by State Police. The suspect was 
arrested.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to reports of an armed robbery 
around 1pm on Saturday, November 24th at the Chinatown Restau-
rant on Pine Avenue. According to reports, the suspect - a while male 
about six feet tall - was armed with a knife while demanding money.
-In the early morning hours of Sunday, November 18th, NF Police 
responded to the 2400 block of Weston Avenue for a burglary. Ac-
cording to police reports, the victim stated two individuals forcibly 
entered his back door while he was sleeping taking a TV, a Ford 
F-150 & more.
-Around 12:30pm on Sun., Nov. 18th, NF Police responded to the 
200 block of 77th St. for a burglary. According to reports, an elderly 
man, was sleeping when he awoke to find a male & female forcibly 
entering his home & carrying out a TV. He then activated a life alert 
alarm.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Holiday Inn located at 114 
Buffalo Ave. in the morning hours of Sunday, Nov. 18th, after receiv-
ing a call that a guests vehicle had damage from an attempted break-
in. Police say the damage matched similar instances of attempted 
break-ins.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1000 block of Centre Avenue 
for a reported burglary. According to police reports, the victim told 
police a 50-inch TV was stolen in the morning hours of Nov. 20th. 
The victim further told police he believed his brother was the culprit.
-On Tues., Nov. 20th, NF Police responded to the 1800
Block of Niagara St. after receiving a call from the school principal at 
Difrancesco Academy stating that a parent picked up two 3-year-old 
children in an intoxicated condition. Sobriety tests were performed & 
all were failed.
-In the morning hours of Tues., Nov. 20th, NF Police responded to 
the 1700 block of Hyde Park Blvd. for a reported burglary. Accord-
ing to police reports, the victim stated various tools and other items 
were taken from his detached garage. Police have not yet identified a 
suspect.
-Niagara Falls residents are mourning the loss of a beloved store 
owner - Ahmad “Poppy” Alsaid - who was fatally shot during a rob-
bery on Wednesday, November 21st. Niagara Falls Police have not 
yet made an arrest and are calling it an “active investigation.”
-In the evening hours of Saturday, November 24th, Niagara Falls 
Police responded to the 700 block of 7th Street for a reported stolen 
vehicle. According to police, the vehicle was left running, unlocked, 
and unattended.
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Since not everyone can attend 
each City Council meeting in Ni-
agara Falls, here is a consolidated 
and comprehensive look at all of the 
cuts proposed and made during the 
budget hearings last week:

11/8/2018

+$3,029,089.00 Real Property 
Tax Increase 

YYYNY Adopted #2
-$16,501.00 Decrease Admin 

Assistant Salary
YYNNN Defeated
-$2,000.00 Residence Investiga-

tion Line
YYYYY Adopted #3

-$17,669.00 Deputy Director 
Public Works 

YYYYY Adopted #4
-$17,669.00 Deputy Director 

Public Works
YYYYY Adopted #5
-$15,000.00 Contingency Cost 

of Equipment
YYYYY Adopted #6
-$83,231.00 Return Director of 

CE to CD
YYYYY Adopted #7
-$34,972.00 Return CE Officers 

to CD
YYYYY Adopted #8
-$20,000 Overtime in Code 

Enforcement
YYYYY Adopted #9
+$642.00 Restore Recreation 

Material Fund
YYYNN Adopted #10
+$176,400.00 Transfer to CD 

Fund
YYYYY Adopted #11 

11/15/2018

-$3,108,604.00 Refuse Fee 
Revenue

YYYYN Adopted #12
-$5,000.00 Costs for Refuse Fee 

Software
YYYYY Adopted #13
+$1,947.00 12 Month Lease on 

Golf/Util Carts
YYYYY Adopted #14

-$105,515.00 Transfer to CD
YYYYY Adopted #15
-$1,000.00 Insurance Reserve 

Line
YYYYY Adopted #16
+$2,796.00 12 Month Lease on 

Golf/Util Carts
YYYYY Adopted #17

11/19/2018

-$32,352.00 Eliminate Data 
Clerk - Assessors

YNNNN Defeated
-$31,691.00 Eliminate Junior 

Account- Clerk
YNNNN Defeated 
-$34,934.00 Eliminate Assistant 

- HR
YNNNN Defeated
+$42,229.00 Create Position - 

Engineering
YYYNY Adopted #18
+$42,859.00 Transfer from 

Parks to Engineer
YYYYY Adopted #19
-$20,000.00 Consultant Line - 

Engineering
YYYNY Adopted #20
-$42,859.00 Transfer from PW 

to Engineering
YYYYY Adopted #21
+$17,669.00 Recall Adopted 

Resolution #4
YYYYY Adopted #22
-$5,337.00 Salary Cut in Dept. 

Public Works
YYYYY Adopted #23
+$17,669.00 Recall Adopted 

Resolution #5
YYYYY Adopted #24
-$5,337.00 Salary Cut in Dept. 

Public Works
YYYYY Adopted #25
-$42,229.00 Eliminate Clerk - 

Fire
YYYYY Adopted #26
+$36,280.00 Create Sr. Clerk - 

Fire
YYYYY Adopted #27
-$15,000.00 Temp Positions - 

Parks
YYYYY Adopted #28
+$32,000.00 Restore Play-

ground/Recreation 
YYYYY Adopted #29
-$15,000.00 Salary Decrease - 

Economic Dev.
YNNNY Defeated
-$20,000.00 Decrease Unem-

ployment Line
YYYNY Adopted #30
-$5,000.00 Eliminate Stipend - 

CD
YNNNN Defeated 
-$5,000.00 Eliminate Stipend - 

Lease Housing
YNNNN Defeated 
-$145,699.00 Decrease Casino 

Fund Transfer 
YYYYY Adopted #31

Terri Kline

KLINE: What Exactly Did they Cut?

Analysis
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 
our "Food at 

the Fold!"  
 

 Call 
(716) 990-3677
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What is this preoccupation 
that Niagara Falls citizens have 
with death; and is this preoccu-
pation the reason that the city 
is also dying?

If someone were to come 
down Porter Road, instead of 
down Pine Avenue, and then 
turned onto the Robbins Drive 
that winds its way through 
what is believed to be the 2nd 

largest city park in the state, 
they could easily think that 
they had arrived at the road to 
St. Joseph’s Cemetery.  That 
is because of the amount of 
decorated memorial trees that 
line that meandering and once 
placid stretch of road.  It all 
begs the higher-level question 
of, “Is Niagara Falls dying less 
by the decades-long mistakes 
made in both the voting booths 
and city hall, or just as much 
by our city’s morbid preoc-
cupation that so many of our 
citizens have with celebrating 
death?”

Don’t get me wrong, 

please.  Upon coming to town 
to start a business, Louisianan 
Geoff Jenkins pointed out to 
me that he had never seen a 
group of people who are more 
dedicated to helping each other 
as are the common Niagaran 
citizen.  He attributed that, he 
said, to the number of basket 
auctions that we have in and 
around the city, helping those 
who have fallen on hard times.  
The man should know, as he 
has lived on the Gulf, the West 
and the East Coast.  And that is 
a good thing. 

But, on the other hand, such 
basket auctions are usually 
given around the theme of an 
impending tragedy -- often to 
prevent a death; and the love 
and attention is well given and 
received.  But nonetheless, 
there still remains the morbid 
element of death.

And don’t get me going on 
the candlelit and Bible-thump-
ing citizens who hovel around 
telephone poles and street 
corners where often a nary-do-
well meets the consequences 
of their own bad decisions.  
Fortunately, these events are 
rare – made rarer still by the 
great job that trauma hospi-

tals like Erie County Medical 
Center do to actually preserve 
such lives.  And I think that the 
number of citizens that attend 
such ceremonies adds support 
to my contention of our fasci-
nation with death more so than 
life; especially when compared 
to the few or any of those 
citizens ever choosing to stand 
outside of a local abortion clin-
ic or hospital where between 
500 – 600 of Niagara County’s 
babies are intentionally killed 
in their mother’s wombs.

Everything in its time and 
place, I suppose; but a couple 
of years ago, a young man was 
reportedly on his cell phone 
one night while speeding up 
Pine Avenue.  He drove into 
a sign and flagpole onto the 
property at Hyde Park that city 
council set aside for the devel-
opment of the American Vet-
erans Monuments.  Sadly, the 
young man died.  I could un-
derstand his family and friends 
grieving as on the next night 
I drove by their candlelight 
vigil beneath a nearby tree that 
they had adorned with trinkets 
of love.  As a commissioner 
of that section of the park, I 
felt both bad and compelled to 

Ken Hamilton

Morality: Hyde Park or “Died 
Park” Should be a Public Decision
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have the adornments removed.  
But now seeing what has 
become of Robbins Drive, I 
feel worse still for having done 
so – as I feel badly in it being 

necessary for me to point out 
that Hyde Park is a public park 
and not anyone’s personal de-
pository for the ashes of their 
loved ones.  That’s what cem-
eteries are for, and the reason 
that they are called memorial 
gardens.  Why must city work-
ers, already working within 
their strained budgets, have to 
work much more carefully in 
mowing around people’s per-
sonal monuments rather than 
being able to just doing their 
job.

It is my belief that ‘the best 
governments’ are ones that 
do nothing for the individu-
al citizen that it can’t do for 
every such citizen, and that 
was the very purpose that the 

veterans monument sought to 
ensure – every veteran equally 
remembered and remembered 
together.  That’s also what 
family plots and mausoleums 
are for, and not what the scores 
of very distracting roadside 
memorials actually do.  And 
what happens when one of 
those Robbins Drive trees has 
to be cut down?

While Councilwoman Kris-
tin Grandinetti and I often dis-
agreed on many policy issues, 
she and I agreed that the best 
memorials to traffic accidents 
and others who tragically died 
along city streets shouldn’t be 
burning candles left unattend-
ed, rain-soaked teddy bears, 
deflating balloons and empty 
alcoholic beverage bottles on 
the city public right of ways as 
though they are a person’s per-
sonal properties.  We came up 
with a plan to allow people to 
purchase standard signs with 
the person’s name on it, much 
like the Adopt-a-Highway 
ones, where with their commit-
ment to keep the block clean 
and cared for upon which the 
event occurred, people can 
commemorate the lives – not 
the deaths – of their loved ones 
with the small and stock sign.  
In other words, the person per-
forms a public good; not just a 
personal one. I have to finish 
that project as well.

Again, of the nearly 
tw0-dozen such trees along 
Robbins Drive, argument can 
be made that each person hon-
ored was indeed an honorable 
person; but I know of only one 
who provided a public service, 
and that one is the type of per-
son who should be honored on 
public property.

But the even bigger picture 

is still that as long as we Niag-
arans celebrate death to the de-
gree that we do, the what was, 
more than we celebrate life 
and the what could be – like 
the birth of a child, we will al-
ways be a shrinking and dying, 
self-serving city.  Perhaps city 
council can take the first step 
in changing that by passing an 
ordinance making it against 
the law to dispose of cremation 
remains on any public property 
within its jurisdiction, and an 
ordinance that forbids the prac-
tice without written permission 
of the property owner.  That 
should help to keep its right of 
ways looking inviting for our 
millions of visitors and caring 
residents.

Hyde Park or "Died Park" Cont.
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of fun.”
Inside stores like ‘Spiri-

tually Rooted’ people were 
looking and finding some 
great sales. Despite the rain 
people say it’s important to 
support the local mom and 
pop stores. 

“I like to support the local 
economy and you do not have 
to deal with all of the crowds. 
I really like the stores that are 
down here and I wish they 
would get more,” said Carol 
Best.

In addition to supporting 
the small businesses many 
say they like shopping locally 
because you get gift that you 
cannot find any place else. 

“We just were over at 
Mulberry Tree and Lane 
Jewelers,” said Chelsea Fal-

zone. “The people are just so 
friendly and it is hometown, 
and we love it. For me it 
really means something when 
you give these gifts to some-
one.”

Tracey Gilbert also likes 
to support the small business. 
She came all the way from 
Buffalo just to shop here.

“I just like to support the 
local stores, we can out here 
to support these businesses. 
We really like all the unusual, 
the hand crafted, the made 
in the USA sometimes, we 
really like that and getting 
these one of a kind gifts,” 
said Gilbert.

For store owners it was a 
day to not only sell merchan-
dise but also see some famil-
iar faces.

“It is going great,” said 
Holly Ranke, Hip Gipsey. 
“People are coming out in 
the rain. People are really 
feeling like they are giving 
back to the local community 
a little bit and I know who 
they are when they walk in, 

it is a place where you know 
someone’s name. It’s a good 
thing.”

For retailers it’s that one 
on one customer service that 
they hope will translate into 
big sales as the holiday shop-
ping season gets underway.

Small Business Saturday Cont.
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Members of the North 
Tonawanda Common Council 
gave a big boost to the North 
Tonawanda Fire Department 
after approving $50,000 to get 
a new pumper. 

Members of the NTFD 
will tell you that it has been 
a year-long project to get this 
new truck.  The project was 
started with a grant from Sen-
ator Ortt’s office of $220,000. 
Since then the minimum bid 
for the truck has increased. 

“The lowest bid that we 
received was $476,992 and the 
highest bid was $541,759. The 
amount of money funded was 
$420,000 including $220,000 

that came from a grant, so I 
am requesting an additional 
$50,000 so that we can meet 
the minimum bid,” said Joseph 
Sikora, Fire Chief.

Sikora says the new truck 
will help better serve the City.

“It will serve the City the 
way we need it to be served 
and will last 30 years with our 
department,” said Sikora.

Members of the Common 
Council approved the addition-
al funding by a vote of 5 to 0.

Common Council President 
Eric Zadzilka says that these 
types of resources for public 
safety are of the utmost im-
portant to the council. 

"I can't begin to describe 
the respect that each member 

of this Council has for all of 
the men and women serving 
this community," said Zadzil-
ka.

"Making sure that our fire-
fighters have the best vehicles 
and equipment necessary is 
one of the largest responsibili-

ties we have as public servants. 
Keeping the public safe is 
something that these individu-
als do each and every day. The 
least we can do is make sure 
they have operational equip-
ment to do so. 

North Tonawanda Fire Department to 
Finally get New Pumper 

Brendan McDonough
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At the Herschell Carrou-
sel Factory Museum this past 
weekend Santa stopped by for 
a visit with kids across North 
Tonawanda during their annual 
Santa on the Carrousel event. 

Organizers have been hold-
ing the event for more than 
ten years and it has become a 
community staple. 

Prior to riding the carrousel, 
the kids had lunch with Santa 
and got to tell him what they 
want for Christmas. 

“Santa is here riding the 
Carrousel with all the families 
that come in and Santa goes 
and sees all the kids here, we 

have some crafts, some games 
going on, and we even have a 
train set up,” said Megan Ha-
hin, Director.

The event will be held for 
the next four Saturday’s in a 
row and for many it is the per-
fect way to kick off the Holi-
day season. 

“I think people like that 
community feel and coming 
out to support a local muse-
um and we are very excited 
to have everyone here,” said 
Hahin.

For more information about 
the Carrousel Museum you can 
contact them at (716) 693-
1885.

Brendan McDonough

Santa on the 
Carrousel




