
Residents in North Tonawanda 
will have a special listening session 
to voice any questions, concerns, 

or ideas they have on Mayor Pap-
pas's proposed 2019 budget. 

starting at 6:00pm on Wednesday, 

-

years and Mayor Paul Dyster, 
who is now in his third term 

-
cial, must shoulder consider-

Dyster survived one 
gaming crisis that ended in 

million in slot payments to 
the city that accompanied the 

stalemate between the state 

and the Seneca Nation that 

went through the money in 

a year in casino cash and 

realistic spending plans in 
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Dyster Must Shoulder 
Most of Blame for Crisis

  By:   Brendan McDonough

(Cont. on pg. 10)

(Cont. on pg. 2)

  By:    Tony Farina

North Tonawanda Common Council to hold
Special Budget Listening Session
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There is a program in progress to 

Whirlpool bridge and the sewage plant, 
you may notice that almost every tree 
has been girdled (killed). This section 

dead trees next spring. 

into a barren rocky wasteland.
"I am heartbroken and appalled" 

said one hiker who saw this monstrous 

they've done is terrible."
Another local who brought her 

children down to enjoy nature shared 

the restoration program, but had no idea 

the trees as you read this are likely the 
last leaves they will ever have, there is 
no turning back.

This begs the question: Is every 
tree in the gorge non-native? Why 
would they do this? What could be 
going on?  

gorge.
A hiker said, "I'm upset about 

enough about this to lose sleep. This 
whole thing stinks."

on local species restoration by the 

-
munity-level restoration throughout 
the Niagara gorge and gorge rim is not 

the Greenway Ecological Standing 
Committee and given to the Western 

"Restore The Gorge" project. 
They've hired a landscape designer 

they kill all the present trees and then 
plant the little trees and when they 
grow up.

In some 50 years, we may be glad 

In the present, the project entails 

-
cies. 

this project - and it appears that that's 

"Urban Renewal" that once took place 

-
ance and warmth and replaced it mostly 

center - a largely vacant mall - which 
-

cas and a mall which has been mostly 

up.They never built anything and did ir-
reparable damage to the local economy.

EDITORIAL: Niagara Gorge 'Renewal' 
Likely to Destroy Beauty of the Gorge

-
ed by recurring revenues, as urged by 
the state comptroller.

Now, with a second gaming stale-
mate at hand between the state and 

year with no casino money in sight as 

arbitration in December.
State Comptroller Thomas DiNap-

develop and regularly update a com-

-

The city, instead, spent down the 
reserves, used casino cash to balance 

-

-

while praying the state and Senecas 
reach a settlement at the December 
arbitration.

As Council Chairman Andrew 

decisions in the coming days," as the 
council must act on the mayor's bud-
get by Dec. 1.  Those tough decisions 
include the unpopular garbage user 

million tax cut in Dyster's proposed 
budget.  The public will get a chance 

will probably have to approve it and 

state comptroller's position that the city 

not rely on one-shots.
The Seneca Nation is abiding by 

the gaming compact that doesn't pro-

the arbitration that the mere extension 

-
ment at the December arbitration with 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, assuming he 
wins re-election to a third term, and the 
new Seneca Nation administration.

So all this begs the question what 
-

recover without the casino revenue?  

-
-

ity given the Seneca Indian Nation's 

gaming moneys it paid to the state."
The Wall Street credit rating 

It all spells big trouble in the com-

budget recommendations while it was 
still receiving casino cash has made the 
latest stoppage all the worse.

-

crisis and the decisions will be tough. 

the gaming arbitration and there is no 

Will Dyster's hand-picked succes-
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be smart to give some context about what 
we are trying to do here.

Timothy and Colleen Degenhardt 
thought they did their homework when 

-
tion onto their home.

Timothy, a disabled army veteran, 
has health ailments that limit his ability 
to use his legs. As a result, the Degen-
hardt’s were looking to add a bedroom 

would not have to climb any stairs.

seemed quick and easy did not stay that 
-

tor,” Kyle Edwards, who Colleen calls a 
-

Degenhardt gave Edwards roughly 

Edwards not showing up to court, the 
judge only entered a judgment in their 

hard way that a judgement and collecting 

not one cent has been collected.

numerous businesses have donated their 
time, supplies and money to make this 
project a reality.

As I write this today, I can see the 

inspiring project. To have pulled together 
-

nate their time and skills, not to mention 
-

uled projects and businesses, has been an 

The drywall, donated by Niagara 
-

Carpenter's Local 267. These young men 
-

-

to do the work. Bill personally delivered 

IUPAT, Painters and Tapers Union, sent 

that worked long into the night Saturday 
and then stopped back in on Sunday to 

As this was progressing, I reached 
out to Brian at 2 Guys Construction. This 
is a company big on giving back to the 

this past summer and now doing a back-
pack give away at Thanksgiving. Never 
having met Brian, he didn't hesitate to 

couldn't get the trim donated, they would 
cover it. Later he called me to ask who 
was painting the trim. Something my 

job at home as well! Truly a solid compa-
ny that cares about others more than the 
bottom line.

install it. No wonder this company has 
been around so long.

up with Mike, the manager, at Sherwin 
Williams. They, in turn, provided the 
primer and paint. Today the painter and 

colored room. 
-

help. I had mentioned gutters still had to 
be made and hung. Bill stopped by the 
house and measured and saw the existing 
ones looked banged up. They had the 

out and replace them all. Talk about do-
ing a job right and pride in your work!

Meier Supply, Mitsubitsi Electric 
Company and Upstate Systems provided 

-
ing this unit on Wednesday.

IBEW 237 will be providing all the 

apprentices will be installing the electri-
cal trim. This will be the same crew that 
will put the solar panels back up on the 

grid. 

-

have a hammer....

Ken Tompkins
NF City Councilman

Weekly Update on Veteran House Renovation
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WEEKLY HEADLINES

-
ing to reports, she hid it all within her clothing.

apartment door was kicked in & apartment trashed. Nothing was taken.
-

there have three hit and runs resulting in multiple injuries. Police believe 
the same vehicle is connected to all incidents.

teenagers tackled the victim, a 16-year-old boy, punched and kicked him 

-

injuries.

a mom sent her children on a bus at Packard Court to beat up another girl. 
The mom then stood outside the bus cheering them on. The victim sus-

-

the driver entered a home, was stolen.
-

that no charges would be brought against the Rochester man who barricad-

-

-

stole an elderly woman’s purse and assaulted her.

-

1st. According to reports, the employee would check in multiple visitors 
taking cash, charge their credit card & pocket the cash.

away in a green Chevy Aveo. No license plate provided.
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Halloween Photo Submissions



6

NIAGARA REPORTER NOVEMBER 7, 2018 - NOVEMBER 13, 2018

Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 
our "Food at 

the Fold!"  
 

 Call 
(716) 990-3677
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received and recently posted on 

signed by President Barack Obama.  
The decorative document simply 

-

United States.”
I remember when Andy would 

bring his sickly World War II veter-

pride as he peered through and saw 

placed. Those stones would not 

the nation and around world who 
returned home either maimed or 

any aggression against America and 
our allies.  In a sense, every piece 

to Ligammari’s service.  It was so, 
because he was every soldier, and 

passed between our services, we all 

we all were honored together in 

that one place and in that one time 
where anyone stands glassy-eyed 

-
ceived.

Journalist and NBC news an-
chor Thomas John Brokaw attended 

only those who had landed there.

-

there is but one Soldier, one Sailor, 
one Airman, one Coast Guarder, one 
Marine and one Merchant Mariner 
as well, and all are one.  We veter-

and stripe that makes up our nation.  
Brokaw wrote, "… [WWII] is, I 
believe, the greatest generation any 

wrong.  Each generation stood upon 

what they had today.”  I agree with 
Monaco.  Well, at least the part 

and almost invisibly provided today 

belated County Legislator Arthur 

worker Arthur L. Curcione, said 
that he, too, would have joined the 
military had it not him being the 
only son to take on the responsibil-

son, Arthur T. Curcione, has served 

since 2001.  Art’s beloved step-son, 
Jeremy C. McKenna, has been with 

a USMC sniper.  Curcione also has 
a son-in-law, Thomas A. Luca, who 
also joined the Army in 2001 and 
still serves in the USA Reserves.  

when he wrote his book, it is indeed 

back covers.  The Greatest Genera-

and not simply just a contemporary 
and static snapshot.  Thank God 
that there is a greater-still genera-

today.  Please remember them on at 
11 o’clock on November 11th.

Ken Hamilton

Veterans Day & America’s Greatest 
Generation Lives On
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Looks in North Tonawanda
This past week residents and public 

the Old Editions Bookstore on Oliver 

a 500-year-old bible.”

turned bookstore owner, also owned a 

a new bookstore location that would 
not have stairs. 

Old Editions Bookstore sells books 

in the store and online. 

building is set up we will be putting 
more books online.”

best is yet to come!

North Tonawanda location. 
-

store is a welcome addition that they 
hope will not only get more people 
interested in reading, but will help 

Matt’s Music and this,” said Mayor 

sandwich. Like the south side and the 
north side and then all those that might 
take an interest in the middle, they be-

that is what we are seeing here and 
I am optimistic that things are going 
to work out. It is going to take a little 

require a wait.”
Matt’s Music has been amongst the 

expanding their business, they say they 
intentionally waiting and would not do 
any development until they knew what 
was coming to this location. 

their kids and they are always look-

enhance each other. Our decision to add 

on to our store, we did not make that 

was going in over here and that really 

stay here on Oliver Street.”

the areas and get people interested in 
reading one book at a time.

hobby and we want encourage young 
people to read and to collect books,” 

book section and this is what we are 
primarily interested in is getting young 
children to come in here and read.”

The bookstore does not plan to add 

location moved to North Tonawanda by 

Second-Hand Books Getting New Looks in NT
Brendan McDonough
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November 11, as this date marks the 

when the Armistice took place on the 
-

Whereas on Memorial Day we re-

-

served in the United States military.  

that they accomplished enough and 
-

emphatic No.  A story to make this 

Won the War, the author, Bob Green, 

in a store and remarked to Tibbets, 
-

who doesn’t matter.”  
Each military member serves in 

their mission.  That is the message 

than any other.  It takes teamwork 
and dedication by everyone to get the 
job done.  So, what does that veter-

When I addressed the North Tonawa-
nda School Board on their vote to 

those who served in combat, I consid-

-

-
tion sought to change this perception.  
Through partnership campaigns, 

-

1.  People who served in the 

and;

(160 hours annually) as volunteers 
compared to nonveterans (120 hours 
annually) and,

working to solve problems in neigh-
-

cials and attending public meetings, 
and participating more in community 

was a misperception and the study 

our communities as trained leaders, 
team builders, and problem solvers 
who have great potential to strength-
en communities across the country.  
Communities are stronger when 

they empower veterans to be leaders 
and civic assets using their skills to 
strengthen communities.  

What is your responsibility as 

to the data presented earlier in this 
article? Do you vote, volunteer and 
participate in your community?  Do 

-

chapters like the Western NY Chapter 

League, or the American Legion.  

on this important day as we are truly 

Bob Pecoraro
NT Alderman-At-Large

Veterans - YOU Make a Difference!
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Budget Cont.

changes that might be made - on Thursday, November 15th. 
Any interested residents who would like to look at the 

-

According the the city charter, the required hearing on the 

meeting is published in a local newspaper.
Mayor Art Pappas said he asked all department heads to 
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