
Nicholas J. Forster will not seek 
reelection as Niagara County Democratic 
Chairman this October and will throw 
his support to Niagara County Legislator 
Jason Zona.

Forster served as Democratic Party 
Chairman for an unprecedented six 
terms, the last time  – in 2016 - he won 
unanimously.

Forster has been an old-fashioned 
Democrat, with an inclusive attitude. 
Unlike present-day Democrats on the 
national scene – who support the creation 
of a Super State – with increasingly so-
cialist/communistic viewpoints, Forster 
fought for freedoms including economic 
freedom, and the right of small business-

men and unions both to thrive.
He tried to support middle-of-

the-road candidates who wanted to see 
tax reductions not bigger nanny state 
government.

Throughout his tenure, he tried 
to be inclusive. His famous saying that 
he would lead by "building bridges for 
people to be able to cross over their 
differences and come together” was the 
hallmark of his success.

chairman in 1995 and served three 
two-year terms until 2001. During those 
years, Democrats rose to have parity in 
the county with Republicans in elected 

Before that Forster was the City of 
Niagara Falls Democratic chairman from 
1990 to 1994.

After Forster chose to leave his po-
sition as Niagara County Chair in 2001– 

the County Legislature and Republicans, 
under the able and clever leadership of 
former Republican State Senator and the 
de-facto party boss, George Maziarz, Re-
publicans came to dominate the  county 
political landscape, nearly sweeping all 

City of Niagara Falls.
Some 11 years later, Forster re-

turned as Democratic County Chair - be-
ing elected in 2012 - and against all odds, 
upped the number of elected Democrats 

more highly funded Republican machine 
– usually with a shoe string budget.

The sheriff, the district attorney and 

The Niagara Falls Re-
porter is pleased to announce 
its endorsement of Angela 

Town Justice.  Stamm-Philipps 
has also been endorsed by the 

-
tee, the Niagara County Con-
servative Committee, and the 
Niagara County Independence 
Committee. A former Town 

brings over 20 years of legal 
experience and knowledge to the 
bench. 

Stamm-Philipps has prose-
-

tions, diligently fought to protect 
children in abuse cases, is a 
highly respected trial attorney 

who has tried cases in all levels 
of trial courts, and is current-
ly the Chief Clerk of Niagara 
County Surrogates Court. Her 
vast legal experience will serve 
her well on the bench. 

“First and foremost, I want 
to make sure our community has 
peace of mind when it comes 
to the justice system. As an 
attorney and a mother of two, 
fairness is an essential pillar of 
my foundation,” said Stamm-
Philipps. “My experience and 
knowledge will allow me to see 
all sides of the issue which will 
translate into the highest respect 
for the law.”   

Stamm-Philipps has also 
served as an adjunct professor 

at a local college and has been a 
panel speaker at numerous con-
tinuous legal education sessions, 
where she helps train attorneys 
on certain aspects of law.  

Angela Stamm-Philipps 

husband, John, and their two 
children.
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Forster will remain as Director of Water Board
& support Jason Zona as new Democratic Party Boss.

End of an Era: Forster to Leave Top 
Democratic Post

Stamm-Philipps Endorsed for 

By:   Nicholas D. D'Angelo

(Cont. on pg. 2)
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One day before the 3rd Annual Pediatric Cancer 
Awareness Walk was to take place I had the privilege 
of meeting an incredible group of people who traveled 
more than ten hours - many on motorcycles - to sup-
port 'Baby Shawn' Kennedy. 

The group was led by their fearless leader, April 
Robertson, a co-founder of 'Giddy Up! Kids Kicking 
Cancer's Butt,' who is also battling cancer herself. 

From January 21st to August 31st 'Caiden's 
Crusaders' joined together in a mission to raise funds 
and spread awareness for pediatric cancer on behalf 
of April's lost family member Caiden. It was then that 
'Caiden's Ride,' which consisted entirely of planning, 
several fundraisers, and gathering friends to travel to 
Niagara Falls for the 2018 Pediatric Cancer Awareness 
Walk, was born. 

What she was able to accomplish in that short 
period of time for a little boy who she had only met 

Unsurprisingly, April gives the credit to her 

incredible friends and family that accompanied her 
on the trip: Brian, Lynn, Tim, Arthur, Ellen, Dennis, 
Tracie, Robert, Brenda, Drina, Dave, Ralph, Melissa, 
Rich, Pam and Sean. 

"She is our rock and inspiration," said Drina 
Ramsdell. "Despite all of the pain she lives with going 
through cancer herself, April shows us each and every 
day what true strength and passion is." 

and her group of 'Caiden's Crusaders' have undoubt-
ably left their mark on the Niagara Falls community.

As many of you may have seen in various 
news stories, I was recently contacted by a neigh-
bor of a disabled veteran that lives here in the city. 
The couple was shafted out of their savings when 
they hired Kyle Edwards to put a bedroom addition 
on their home.

After Mr. Edwards made their backyard look 

him to small claims court. They were awarded the 

judgement.
This is where I was called in. No, not a 

the yard, returned and had a meeting with my em-
ployers, the owners of H. W. Bryk & Sons. There 

We spent a day, along with Kenny Smith of KJ 
Enterprises landscapers, giving the couple a safe, 
smooth yard and grass.

Most people would be happy at this point, 

are a proud veteran owned company.  We started to 
brainstorm.....what if?  Channel 4 did a story and 
I received a few phone calls offering donations of 
products and labor. Once again, meeting with the 

calling businesses we work with to see if they 
could help.

Cortese Brothers out of Buffalo sent a project 
manager to meet the couple and view the jobsite. 
Dave Guisiana sent me a set of stamped prints with 
an offer of more help and guidance, as needed. 

The ball was rolling.....every single contractor 
and supply house contacted said yes. Big compa-
nies, little companies....it did not matter.....they 
would all help!

I can happily report that as I write this today, 
all permits have been pulled and we break ground 
this week.

I will keep you all updated and will list all 
involved in the project in  The Reporter as we go 
along.

This is community coming together for a 
great cause.

Democrats Robert F. Kennedy, Nicholas Forster and Hubert H. Humphrey

Forster Cont. from Cover
NF City Councilman 

Kenny Tompkins

Nicholas D. D'Angelo

county treasurer went to Democrats under Forster and 
he gained one seat in the Niagara County Legislature, 
a Democratic supervisor in the Town of Niagara and 
a Democratic highway superintendent in the Town of 
Lewiston.

In 2017. Forster took on a new role in public 
service. He was appointed by the City of Niagara 
Falls City Council to be their appointee for the badly 
mismanaged Niagara Falls Water Board.

Water Board’s history. Working with the subsequently 
appointed Dan O’Callaghan – and with the support of 
Renee Kimble – the Water Board was revolutionized.

Waste was cut – the longstanding stench that 
wafted over the city every summer was eliminated, all 

-
dalous underground water leakage – at more than 66 
percent – was reduced to under 18 percent.  The over-
time theft was addressed, union issues were resolved, 
needed equipment was purchased from the savings 
and the Water Board is on the high road of making 
water rates as competitive as anyplace in the USA.  

But, there is more to do. With an aging facility 
that will require 10s of millions of dollar in upgrades 
and modernization, Forster has chosen to focus on this 
as his top public service priority.

In addition to working full time in his paid job 
with the state - as a Senior Inspector for the Gaming 
Commission, Forster has been spending an additional 
20-40 hours per week at his unpaid job at the Water 
Authority – helping to correct the long years of 
neglect there.

This year, rather than seek a 7th term as Chair-
man of the Democratic Party – and spending long 
hours managing and supporting candidates in  their 

-
ing the job he started at the Water Board.

He said he is contemplating possibly running for 

In many ways he is the epitome of public 
service.

Forster will lend his support for Democratic 

with Forster’s support, may run unopposed for Party 
Chairman

In announcing his decision not to run for reelec-
tion as Party Chairman, Forster issued the following 
statement:

I’ve always said that a time comes when a good 
politician knows that he or she should get out of the 
ring. For me, after two stints as County Democratic 
Chairman totaling 12 years, that time is now. While I 
love being County Chairman, I must admit that I am 
tired of it, I realize that I have served long enough, 
and I have decided to devote my attention to other 

When I became the chair of the city committee 
in Niagara Falls in 1990 I followed the direction of the 
late Hubert Humphrey that the “test we must set for 
ourselves is not to march alone but to march in such 
a way that others will wish to join.” That approach 
worked for me in the city and stayed with me when 
I became county chair in 1996 and continued until 
2001. Later, when I returned to the county post in 
2012, it remained my goal that others join me in what 
I consider the noblest of pursuits: electing Democrats 

accomplish, hard fought campaigns sometimes ended 
in painful defeats.

Still, there were successes that help elevate com-
petent, honest and public service minded individuals 
to positions in village, town, county, state and federal 

their time and resources and put themselves out there 
for the Democratic Party, I am profoundly grateful. 
I am equally grateful to all those who toiled with me 
on behalf of those candidates, my fellow committee 

strong and consistent support of organized labor.
Of course, the work goes on and the cause 

endures. As Bobby Kennedy said: “elections remind 
us of our right to vote but also of our responsibilities 
as citizens in a democracy” – I view party leadership 
as crucial to the exercise of those responsibilities 
and am hopeful therefor that the County Democratic 
Committee will nominate and elect County Legislator 
Jason Zona as my successor. Jay knows the ropes, is 
a tested campaigner and organizer and has the brains, 
determination and energy to lead the party to new 
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It was just over a year ago. I was a candidate 
for city council, sitting at a council meeting and 
listening to an auditor from The Bonadio Group 

the form of a question, struck me: “Does the city 
have a plan?”

-
cial condition and bond ratings and how the city 
lacked a plan to get out of the mess we were in, 
and remain in to this day. I was pleased to see the 
Niagara Gazette, when reporting on that meeting, 
quoted the auditor: “I think the issue is, does the 
city have a plan?”

At our last scheduled council meeting I 
pointed out that here we are a year later with no 
plan in place.

I was recently talking with a leader of the 
group Reclaim Niagara, which seeks to keep 
some monies generated in the Falls here instead 
of sending them to Albany. When I asked how 
these monies would be utilized, he inferred city 
government would determine that. That concerned 
me. Government doesn’t have a good track record 

more money may not be a smart bet.
Meanwhile, the state and the Senecas are 

going through an arbitration process that may yield 
millions of dollars to both the state and the city. If 
that were to happen, the city could suddenly see 

So, if the Reclaim Niagara group were to 

into our coffers, or if we discovered gold or oil 
buried under Hyde Park, the question remains how 
should those monies be utilized.

Here’s a three part plan to consider:
FIRST, let’s recalibrate the city’s budget 

so that it matches recurring revenues, things like 
property taxes, sales taxes, state aid, etc. Let’s use 

we increased our day-to-day spending with casino 
monies instead of investing them in infrastructure, 
etc.) 

The hard part, of course, is where to do we 
cut expenses. I’ve been saying the following:

-Ask city employees for ideas to reduce 
expenses by 5%, which was part of my 10-5 Plan. 
(The plan was for the 5% reduction to happen in 
2018, which would make cuts in 2019 easier.)

-Negotiate with unions to have city em-
ployees contribute 25% of their health insurance 
premiums, which is still a bargain.

-Negotiate with unions to change work rules 

-Consolidate departments as per a state 
auditors’ recommendation.

-Lease the golf course to a private operator.

invite them into city hall, and have them vet all 
operations.

SECOND, when the “windfall” revenue 

and put that amount into the budget accordingly. 
Divide the remainder into four equal parts. A 
quarter goes to infrastructure. A quarter goes to 
economic development projects. A quarter goes 
to equalize our property tax rates. And a quarter 
goes into a rainy day fund. These things live up to 
the principle of the original casino revenue law, 
affectionately known as 99h. (You may note that 
this plan is different than a recently adopted casino 
spending plan that was unanimously passed by the 
council. As I said during that process, I had issues 
with that plan but I viewed it as better than no plan 
at all.)

THIRD, hang out a sign in front of city hall 
that reads, OPEN FOR BUSINESS.

Of course, this entire plan can be summed 
up in two words, words that I used frequently 
during my campaign for city council: Fiscal 
responsibility.

Just over a month ago, on July 28th, 
Reclaim Niagara held its second Rally in 
the heart of Niagara Falls’ tourism district 
to call attention to the exploitation of the 
City’s resources. This time, the attendees 
marched from the State Park entrance 
through the park to the brink of the Falls. 

The event was widely attended and, 

The two rallies drew hundreds of resi-

parasitic relationship with the City. Yet 

still ignores Niagara Falls and its resi-
dents. 

Reclaim Niagara, which is a not-

unify the voice of Niagara Falls and bring 
these issues to the attention of our elected 

rally of the year on Saturday, September 
15th, 2018, from 11am to 1pm outside the 
New York State Power Authority Power 
Vista at 5777 Lewiston Road, Lewiston, 
New York.

“The City needs to become partners 
with the State in the resources that are in 

Cafarella. “These resources had once 
been City resources but over the course 
of generations the State has swooped in 
and taken control of these resources and 

So what is Reclaim Niagara asking 
for? 

1. The City needs to receive two 
dollars for every car that is parked in the 
Niagara Falls State Parks parking lot and 
twenty dollars for each bus. This can be a 
surcharge added to each vehicle. This will 
not affect the State budget, but will be a 
huge help to our City.

2. The City needs to receive one 
dollar for every attraction ticket sold in 
the Niagara Falls State Parks, including 
the Cave of the Winds and The Maid of 
the Mist. This again can be a surcharge 
added and will not affect the State bud-
get.

3. The New York State Power 
Authority must pay property taxes to the 
City of Niagara Falls for the property 
that they own and all of the underground 

infrastructure and conduit. Again, will 
be cost neutral to the State taxpayers but 

taxpayers! 
4. The New York State Power Au-

thority must offer free power to all indus-
try within the City of Niagara Falls with 
no strings attached and no bureaucracy. 
This will create a catalyst for future 
economic development for generations to 
come as industries will quickly migrate to 
our City. 

5. -
terprise operating on State Park property 
within the City of Niagara Falls shall pay 
an annual property taxes. This again will 
not cost State taxpayers a cent!

6. Renegotiate the Seneca Casino 
compact to allow the City, as the host 
municipality, to receive 75% of the slot 
revenue. 

What will this mean for the Residents 
of Niagara Falls?

“If we are successful,” said Cafarella, 
“the City will receive immediate revenue 
from the State and its authorities. These 
funds should be dedicated to the repair 
and maintenance of our streets, reversing 
the trend of decaying neighborhoods and 
lowering the crushing tax burden that 
hinders strong economic development.”

Equally important to Reclaim Niaga-
ra is obtaining free power for all industry 
in the City of Niagara Falls. 

“If industry is given free power, 
with no bureaucracy or ‘red tape,’ it will 
create a catalyst for future development,” 

Niagara Falls with the ability to manufac-
ture products with the reduced overhead 
of free power. This will create jobs that 
pay living wages for our residents. Those 

neighborhoods, and reduce poverty in the 
City.”

“In the end, Niagara Falls will be 
more prosperous, with less crime, more 
opportunities, and stronger neighbor-
hoods. But we cannot achieve this with-
out the State and its authorities making 
us partners in the resources in our own 
backyard. Further, the State can partner 

budget. Given the enormous impact that 
this could have on Niagara Falls, why 
wouldn’t they want to help?”

Reclaim Niagara Set to hold 

Nicholas D. D'Angelo

Niagara Falls
Chris Voccio is a Niagara Falls City 
Council member and can be reached 

at ChrisVoccio@gmail.com.

Chris Voccio
NF City Councilman

YOU ARE CORDUALLY INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THE NIAGARA 
FALLS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL’S RED CARPET, STAR STUD-
DED, CLOSING NIGHT CHARITY GALA AND AWARDS PRESENTATION

Festivities include: a special screening of the award-winning documentaries “Blind Vision” by Annalau-

ra di Luggo, Internationally renowned artist, human rights activist and humanitarian and “Man in Red 

Bandana”  Narrated by Gwyneth Paltrow with a special award presented to the family of a true American 

hero of 911, Welles Remy Crowther. Followed by a celebrity auction of rare and exclusive Movie Mem-

and Greets, and more…

Saturday September 29, 2018

Event starts 5pm @ the historic Rivera Theatre

67 Webster Street, North Tonawanda, NY 14120

To Purchase TICKETS go to NFIFF.com
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
-A man was arrested outside the McDonalds on Pine Avenue for what 
police described as “aggressive panhandling.” According to patrons of the 
restaurant, the individual was going up to windows of cars in the drive thru 
begging for money or food.
-In the early morning hours of Tuesday, August 28th, a female driver struck 
a parked car and then a tree along Hyde Park Blvd between Jerauld and 
North Avenue. The driver was charged with DWI and taken to the hospital 
for evaluation.
-Police were out at the 2700 block of Woodlawn around 3:00am after 
reports came in about kids going through vehicles.Police reported that resi-
dents saw multiple vehicles with doors wide open throughout the street and 

-Niagara Falls Police have arrested David Pryor, 26, for the assault of Seth 
O’Harrow, critical condition, & Samual Musino, stable condition. Police 
say Pryor shot the victims in the parking lot of Poppy's Place.
-Park Rangers at the NF State Park are reporting increased incidences of 
vandalism.
-Niagara Falls Police responding to Ventry’s Pizza on Pierce Avenue for a 
stolen vehicle. According to police reports, the vehicle was left running and 
unlocked.

that was taken from City Hall. The table, which was on the side of the 
building, was stolen at some point on 
Tuesday.
-The missing picnic table that was 
stolen from Niagara Falls City Hall 
on Tuesday has been located undam-
aged in an alley behind Linwood 
Avenue. A resident in the area stated 
seeing someone in a pickup truck 
discard the table in the alley.
-A body has been recovered from 
the Niagara River near the Niagara 
Scenic Parkway about 1 mile West of 
the water intakes. Authorities are not 
ruling out this is the missing individ-
ual from a boating accident on the 
Niagara River a week ago.
-Niagara Falls Police detained an 
individual on the 500 block of 24th 
Street after he doused a house with 
gasoline with the intent of setting it 

domestic dispute.
-A woman was arrested in the early 
morning hours of Sunday September 
2nd for a DWI after crashing into 
multiple vehicles while attempting 
to exit the Seneca Niagara Casino 
Parking Ramp.
-Police responded to 3030 Highland 
Ave., Max’s Lounge, in the early 
morning hours of Sunday Sept. 2nd 
after a man was shot. According to 
reports, over 200 people had to be 
dispersed from the scene. The con-
dition of the victim as well as the 
shooter are currently unknown.

LIKE "THE ACTION 
NIAGARA FALLS" 
ON FACEBOOK!!

$300 Picnic Table from 

Photos courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls

The search for a missing pic-
nic table has been called off by 
Niagara Falls Police after a resi-
dent spotted it in an alley behind 
Linwood Avenue.

The picnic table, which was 

taken from City Hall on Tuesday 
August 28th, was undamaged. 

The resident stated seeing 
someone in a pickup truck dump 
the table in the alley. 
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Operator Ahmed Umar

Photos courtesy of NC News Service

Photos courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls

On September 2nd, 2018, Niag-
ara Falls Police got a call from secu-
rity at Walmart regarding a subject 
with a knife. Accoding to reports, 
security watched the suspect pull 
out a knife and threaten a customer. 

As security kept a close eye 
on the suspect, they observed the 
individual take underwear, t-shirts 
and socks before walking out of the 
store without paying for them.

When police arrived the suspect 
had already gotten into his vehicle 
and drove off. However, he did 

not get very far as he was met by 

the entrances/exits to the Walmart 
Plaza. 

The suspect admitted to pulling 
out a knife on the other person after 
some type of verbal altercation. He 
states that he did this because the 
other person pulled a knife out on 
him. Serveillance footage did not 
support this version of events. 

The victim did not wish to press 
charges on the suspect but Walmart 
did for shoplifting. 

On September 1, 2018 at 12:51 
p.m., while on routine patrol, the 

Marine Patrol located a body that 
washed up on the shoreline of the 
Niagara River near Navy Island.

The body is that of an unknown 

was assisted in the recovery process 

by the City of Niagara Falls Fire 
Department along with the New 
York State Park Police.

The male was secured by Coro-
ner Straussburg and transported to 
the Erie County Medical Center for 
an autopsy.

Authorities will not rule out that 
the body is that of Ahmed Umar. 
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Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week
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Concerned about what she considered to 
be an over-exuberant love for the military that 
many of the older generation hold in the idea 
of service, the bright, young, African-American 
Army-wife said, “When my husband talked to 
me about him joining, I was completely against 
it. History tells me that black men in the military 
and just the military in general, are not worth 

minority (especially black folks and women of 
any race) would join (sorry to interject race but 
it’s reality).

is taken completely for granted within this 
organization.”

Even today, from her perspective, and those 
of many others, she’s right. The military isn’t all 
that it is cracked up to be – neither for her nor 
for many others.  But there is a certain nature 
that exists within those who purposely join the 

were promised, but not delivered upon.  It is 

former President John F. Kennedy as expressed 
in his inaugural on January 20th, 1961.  

As his mother lay watching on the couch 
behind him, a 7-year old boy sat with legs fold-
ed in front of a 12-inch black and white Motoro-
la television set.  He watched as Kennedy as he 
poured the words and spirit of service into the 
ears and heart of Ken Hamilton, saying, “And 
so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your 
country can do for you–ask what you can do for 
your country.  My fellow citizens of the world: 
ask not what America will do for you, but what 
together we can do for the freedom of man.”  
How many other young boys and girls, men and 
women allowed the seeds of Kennedy’s words 
to grow within their souls?

But, for me, it was likely more personal 
than it was for many others.  My mother that 
had lay dying on the couch behind me expired 
within the month.  Kennedy would do likewise 
some two years later. But both still live on in 
proximity to Kennedy’s words and the deeds 
of service to nation and community that he 

inspired.
Why any minority or woman join would 

today’s military? Further into our conversation 
I said to the young woman that it is because we 
cannot quench a thirst simply by taking a bath. 
She quickly picked upon the idiom by saying, 
“Wait, does it mean we cannot make change if 
we aren’t present? Because, if so, that doesn’t 
answer the question of why minorities join for 

-

But she wasn’t born when in Great lakes IL in 
1971, 3-years after the death of Martin Luther 
King, when I sewed on what would become 
my Operations Specialist 3rd Class badge that 

-
cans in the Navy that did that job.  Nor was she 
born when I had to endure and overcome the 
intense old navy racism from many of the senior 
sailors to whose whims I was subject.  Nor was 
she born when I overcame most of those hurdles 

get this, she born when, years after my active 
service, the Navy named another ship after the 
decommissioned one upon which I served the 
longest.  

I was Jacksonville FL at the Mayport 
Naval Station that the Navy commissioned the 
newly-minted USS Farragut DDG-99. She was 
far sleeker than her predecessor DDG-37.  On 
DDG-37 we had about 45 Operation Specialists, 
of which the 2 black sailors would comprise 
about 5% of the Operations Intelligence Divi-
sion. After the commissioning ceremonies were 
completed, those in attendance were permitted 
to tour the ship, and I was able to reminisce with 
a visit 99’s Combat Information Center.

Much of the equipment was the same as 
it was in the old Farragut’s CIC, but uncontrol-

I beheld the thing that was different.  Though 
their CIC Operations Specialist numbers were a 
tad bit smaller than that of 37’s, the minorities 
and women in their CIC constituted a little more 
than half the division.  I tried to express my joy 
in words, telling them what it was like for me, 
but all that I could do was to stand there and cry.

Our examples, and the heat that earlier 
minorities and women had taken, lighted the 

their successes.  Such change could not have 

my Niagaran cousin Bobbie Hamilton, who pre-

ceded me in that job and went on to become a 

followed us, himself a Niagaran, who became 
-

dreds and thousands more of others who pushed 
change by the excellence of their very presence.

Why minorities and women join the mili-
tary? My friend, we join for you.

We just have to be excellently present at 
more tables and at all tables where decisions 
will be made that will impact us – and that 
means in all political parties.  That’s why mi-
norities and women join the military.

Ken Hamilton
Seaman Joel Sims, from Birmingham, Alabama, 

mans the helm aboard the guided-missile de-
stroyer USS Farragut DDG-99
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The new location for the North 
Tonawanda History Museum will be 
opening at the end of the month and 
workers say it will be dramatically dif-
ferent from the old location on Webster 
Street. 

“We are right on schedule with 
where we thought we would be for a 
late September opening,” said Howard 
Roeske, Executive Director. “We are 
starting to building the new exhibits 
now.”

The new location, 712 Oliver 
Street, will have actual bowling lanes 
and exhibits about North Tonawanda 
that have never been seen before. 

It is being described as a mix of old 
and new history that will really give 
people a true understanding of the area. 

“We have some story boards and 
artifacts that we are excited to share 
with residents,” said Roeske. “Our ref-
erence library is pretty much all set up. 
We will have an entire gallery area that 
will tell the story of North Tonawnada 

as it was from pre-recorded history 
all the way up until the middle of last 
century.”

The museum will also have a com-
munity room to be used for fundrais-
ing and a special part dedicated to the 
police force. Roeske says rooms in the 
museum will be opened up if different 
community groups want to use the 
space. 

“Because of the bowling lanes we 
will also have a sports area with high 
school and semi-pro jackets and things 
that we will be putting up. We also 
have a jacket from a major league base-
ball player umpire who was from North 
Tonawanda,” said Roeske.

The bowling lanes will be avail-
able to use but he says only for school 
groups and other special occasions. 
Even if you had previously been to the 
museum, there is plenty new material 
to see.

“Research is telling us that Niagara 
County was pretty much a war zone 
and there were not many residents 
here,” said Roeske. “It was a hunting 

area that was fought over constantly. 
Well will have displays of the ice age, 
natives, European explorers and settle-
ments which will end with about the 
1812 time period.” 

The museum will also have story 
boards of the canal and the lumber 
industry. At one time North Tonawan-
da was the fastest growing city in the 

area like banking and the chocolate 
industry. 

“We will be having a special 
section for Wurlitzer and another area 
where people can read about what they 
have looked like throughout our history 
said Roeske.

He admits there is still a lot more 
to do before the opening at the end of 
September but promises it will be a 

-
ucate people of all ages about the rich 
history of North Tonawanda.

Brendan McDonough
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Woodcock Brothers Brew-
ing Company is moving one step 
closer to calling North Tonawanda 
home as the Wilson based compa-

state grant to expand into a portion 
of the Wurlitzer Building. 

The company plans to con-
struct a 6,000 square foot facility 
with an accompanying restaurant. 

The total cost for the project 

to the block grant funding they 

performance-based funding from 
the New York State Excelsior Tac 

Credit Program.
The project, which is expect-

ed to be completed in late winter 
or early spring 2019, should add 
nineteen full-time jobs as well as 
thirty-two part-time staff.  It is ex-
pected that the number of full-time 

in the next few years. 
“It is great to see companies 

excited to call North Tonawanda 
home,” said Common Council 
President Eric Zadzilka. “This type 
of development is great for our 
community as a whole and also the 
Wurlitzer Plaza which continues to 
grow.” 

Brendan McDonough

People from Tonawanda, North 
Tonawanda and beyond gathered 
at Niwanda Park on Sunday Sep-
tember 2nd for the Annual Car 
Show organized by the Tonawanda 
Post 264 and the Vietnam Veterans 
Chapter 77.

The event has been going on 
for ten years and organizers say 
that more than 200 cars were on 
display in this year’s event. 

Despite the rain to start the 
day, people of all ages were out 
enjoying the show and cherishing 

the opportunity to see all kinds of 
cars during Labor Day weekend. 

“We have a lot of cars, even 
some military ones, that go back 
all the way to 1909,” said Dennis 
Smilinich, Event Organizer. “It is 
the best way to spend the week-
end.”

Next year they are hoping even 
more people attend the event.

“Seeing all of the people that 
come out from Tonawanda, North 
Tonawanda and elsewhere make 
us excited to put this event togeth-
er every year,” said Smilinich. 

Brendan McDonough
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Inside the Project 308 Gallery 
on Oliver Street, art was being used 
not only to stimulate visual sens-
es but also to heal. It is called Art 
Therapy and it was part of a show 

community.’ 
On display were works of arts 

and in attendance were therapists. 
Organizers say the goal is to get 
people to improve their overall 

mental health. 
“This is a way for people to un-

derstand not only what these various 
mental illnesses such as depres-
sion, anxiety, schizophrenia looks 
like, but hear from actual clients 
about how they use art as a healing 
mechanism and how it is helpful to 
them,” said Rachel Sikorski, Event 
Organizer.

More than 20 artists had various 
types to work on display ranging 
from sculptures to paintings.

Brendan McDonough
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