
It appears the Hamister Group 
isn't through squeezing Niagara 
Falls taxpayers out of every dime 
possible as the politically-connect-
ed Buffalo developer is looking 
for more tax breaks for his newly 
opened Hyatt Place Hotel at 310 
Rainbow Blvd.

That's the same hotel that was 
four years in the making after the 
governor and Mayor Paul Dyster 
pitched it to a hesitant city council, 
saying it was pretty much do-or-die 
for downtown redevelopment.   

Well the verdict is still out on 
the impact of the 128-room hotel, 
but one thing is clear:  developer 
Mark Hamister and his team are not 

through squeezing taxpayers, even 
though the city is facing a more than 

in part because of the battle between 
the state and the Seneca Nation over 
slot revenue.

That's the same state govern-

ment that came up with a $3.85 
million public subsidy for Hamister 
and helped put the developer over 
the top by helping to secure $25 
million in construction funding in 
2016 from Goldman Sachs for the 
project that at that point, despite all 
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Governor Andrew Cuomo, Mark Hamister, Mayor Paul Dyster, and others at the groundbreak-
ing of the Hyatt Place Hotel
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City Lawmakers Take Stand Against Hamister Group
(Cont. from cover)

the hype, was dead in the water.
Now, Hamister is suing Niagara 

Falls to reduce the hotel's assess-
ment from $4.55 million to $2.37 
million, claiming it is over assessed.

That's on top of the PILOT 
(payment in lieu of taxes) it re-
ceived from Niagara County total-
ing $4.25 million over 10 years that 
kicked in last year when ground was 

And remember, the developer 
secured the original deal in a very 
secret bidding process and was 
able to buy the prime parcel back 
in 2013 from the city for a measly 
$100,000 because of all the pressure 
from the governor, supported by the 
city administration. 

And it soon became clear 
Hamister never had the funding in 
place to build the hotel even though 
that was one of the requirements in 
the RFP put out by the state.

That latest bid for more tax 

breaks for Hamister is not going 
over well with business-friendly Re-
publican Councilman Chris Voccio.  

While conceding that a busi-
ness has every right to try and get 
a better deal on their assessment, 
Voccio believes it might be a case of 
enough is enough.

"They've gotten so many hand-
outs from the taxpayers," says 
Voccio.  "It just smells bad."

"It sure sends the wrong mes-
sage to a city that is struggling," 
says Council Chairman Andrew 
Touma.  "It may be just a formality 
to try and cut their [already re-
duced] tax bill of more than $70,000 
in half, but it doesn't look good.  I 
hope they back off."

Daniel Hamister, the execu-
tive vice president of the Hamister 
Group, did not return a phone call 
seeking comment on the assessment 
reduction suit which is slated to be 
argued in Niagara County Court on 
Sept. 4.

No response from the Hamister 
Group is par for the course.  I wrote 
dozens of stories about the Hamister 
Hotel project, and the state's Empire 
State Development agency and the 
Hamister Group were consistent in 
keeping the public in the dark.  I 

of a better description.
-

nounce in June of 2016 that after 
years of false starts and broken 
promises, Hamister was ready to 

had been secured.  
Cuomo didn't say anything 

the construction money and we 
didn't learn about the Goldman 

Sachs lifeline until a few weeks 
later.

Taxpayers should brace them-
selves for another hit as Hamister 
has been able to get everything he 
wanted to build his do-or-die hotel 
right from the start. 

For the record, the city admin-
istration will contest the bid by 
Hamister for a property assessment 
reduction and talks are ongoing, 

Hamister Group President Mark Hamister speaking at the groundbreaking of 
the Hyatt Place Hotel.
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BankOnBuffalo, which has been 
highly successful with its personal-
ized banking approach since launch-
ing almost two years ago, opened its 
fourth branch location today; and its 

6947 Williams Road in the Town of 

This temporary, full service 

facility and offers drive-through 
banking and ATM access. 

Plans are underway for BankOn-
Buffalo to construct a permanent 
branch facility to service customers 
at 676 72nd Street in Niagara Falls. 
That is projected to open in 2019.  

“We are delighted to be in Ni-
agara County with the opportunity 
to offer the personalized banking 
approach that has been very at-

needs and interests of both busi-

three branches in Erie County,” said 

President. “We are already working 
with several customers in Niagara 

increasingly important to us.”
Leading a homegrown team at 

-
ty and Lewiston Native Annette 
Tomlin, who is serving as Niagara 

-
ager.

BankOnBuffalo began as a start-
up division of CNB Bank with a 

-
ary 2017 opened a full-service bank 

-
tric Tower in downtown Buffalo. 

Since then, BankOnBuffalo 
has opened full-service branches in 
Orchard Park and Williamsville, and 
created a new private banking and 
wealth management service called 
BankOnBuffalo Investment Advi-

sors.
Prime banking services avail-

able include consumer and business 
deposit accounts, real estate, com-
mercial, industrial, residential and 
consumer loans and lines of credit, 
treasury services, online banking, 
mobile banking merchant credit 
card processing, remote deposit, and 
accounts receivable handling. 

BankOnBuffalo recently an-
nounced it will locate its regional 
headquarters on the historic seventh 

grand opening anticipated in late 
2018.

More information about Ban-
kOnBuffalo can be found at www.
BankOnBuffalo.Bank.

Nicholas D. D'Angelo

Bank On Buffalo Opens First Branch in Niagara County
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
degree robbery that left one man dead on July 30th. Jose Hewitt, who was beat-
en during the robbery, later died of a heart attack. Despite the plea, Mallory was 
promised a 7-year prison term.
-A red bench outside of the NACC, on the Portage Road side, has been stolen! 
The bench was painted by a volunteer who wanted people to be able to relax 
while sitting on it under the tree.
-There was a drug raid on Thursday where at least two males and one female were 
taken into custody after police raided a home on the 400 block of 5th Street.
-A large personal injury settlement of a Niagara Falls woman might have been 
stolen. The Whitney Avenue resident said she believes a friend stole $9,000 cash 
from her closet while visiting on Friday. Police are continuing to investigate the 
matter.
-Updating a story from Friday afternoon where a car crashed into the Niagara 

-
ence of drugs/alcohol and charged with DUI and unlicensed operation.
-A Niagara Falls woman escaped a knife-wielding boyfriend in the early morn-
ing hours of Saturday August 4th by locking herself outside on a balcony until 
law enforcement arrived. The boyfriend was taken into custody and charged with 
menacing in the second degree.
-The Niagara Falls Police Department responded to the 1500 block of 18th Street 
where a young woman was robbed of her purse and phone. It is unknown whether 
this was at gunpoint.
-Niagara Falls Police are out with an ATV accident at Hyde Park and Weston. The 

-Niagara Falls Police narcotics detectives arrested four people Monday in a raid 

girlfriend, with three grams of fentanyl laced heroin, as well as a quantity of crack 
cocaine.
-A Niagara Falls man who said he suffers from anxiety fought back tears and 
trembled as he pleaded guilty Wednesday to molesting a girl for nearly three 
years, beginning when she was 6 years old.

LIKE "THE ACTION 
NIAGARA FALLS" 
ON FACEBOOK!!

Photos courtesy of Rob Bennett, RobShots

Zumiez Skate Contest

Skaters got to show off their 
skills at the Zumiez Best Foot For-
ward Amateur skate contest series 
2018 presented by Bones. 

and was started to give exposure 
to local amateur skaters across the 
country. According to organizers, 
some of the best skaters in the world 
have participated in this contest.

event received an all expense paid 
trip to Boston where they will 
compete against other winners from 
different cities in this series this 
weekend.
1st place winner: Nick Donofrio
2nd place winner: Justin 
                                Grzechowiak
3rd place winner: Cayde 
                               McKinstray
Best Trick : John Osborne
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Police Raid on 5th 
Street

On Tuesday July 31st, the Niagara Falls South End 

Initiative cleaned out the medians along Niagara Street. 

In a statement, the group said, "this area is not only the 

-
At least 3 people (2 males and 1 female) were taken into cus-

tody after police raided this home in the 400 block of 5th Street 
Thursday August 2nd. 

Niagara Falls South End 
Initiative Cleans Median 

Along Niagara Street

Photos courtesy of Samar Hamilton

Photo courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara 
County

Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week
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Three Over Restaurant, located at 
the Hyde Park Golf Course on Porter 
Road, is by no means a new restaurant/
bar for me. I have dined and have been 
at the bar here several times. 

This place is usually packed with lo-
cals from morning til’ night. Breakfast, 
lunch, drinks (like what I did there? 

something for everyone. 
Some people come to eat and other 

to enjoy awesome company and have a 
few beers. I do all of the above. 

Our meal began with Quesadilla’s 
cooked perfectly crisp outside and 
gooey inside. I’m not sure why this 
simple dish could taste so darn good, 

but it did!
This could have been a meal itself, 

but of course I opted for more! I tried 
Pat’s creation, “the peanut butter bacon 
burger.” 

and yes it does look as crazy as you’re 
picturing!

The handmade burger that might just 
be the juiciest thing I have ever had in 
my life. The bacon and peanut butter 

together is absolutely decadent.  
You may think, “ewwww peanut 

butter on a burger,” but you better get 
that thought right out of your head be-
cause this burger will be your favorite 
forever.

I even went home and tried to 
replicate it myself. There’s a reason 
I’m a food critic and not a chef though 
because my daughter told me I should 
stick to my day job. Gee, thanks Alys-
sa.  

The fries that come with it were 
very good as well but, to be honest, I 
was too focused on my burger to think 
about fries.  

French onion soup which was superb. 
The broth was rich and it had just 
the right amount of melted cheese is 
mouthwatering and outstanding. 

In the past I have had several meals 

For me this place is not just about 
the fantastic food and the thought that 
goes into it, but about the kindness and 
compassion I’ve seen each and every 
time I walk in here. 
This place is another hidden gem that 
I’m sure most of you don’t know about.
Give it and try and make sure to tell 
them Jamie sent you!

 Restaurant Review: Three Over Restaurant

Jamie DePetris
Food Expert/Critic



8

NIAGARA REPORTER AUGUST 8, 2018 - AUGUST 14, 2018

One of the premiere events of 
the summer, high-speed hydroplane 
boats were thundering across the 
Niagara River at top speeds this 
weekend in North Tonawanda. 

Held at Gratwick Riverside 
Park, people of all ages came out to 
watch the ‘Thunder on the Niagara’ 
racing spectacular. 

Organizers have been holding 
the event here for the past thirteen 
years and say it is something that 

everyone and anyone can enjoy. 
“It is a once a year circuit that 

that comes from Quebec,” said Kim 
Hailey, Event Organizer. “People 
like it because of the speed, sound, 
the weather, and the beautiful 
surroundings of Gratwick Park that 
North Tonawanda gives us for the 
weekend. This is just an amazing 
event for everyone to enjoy.”

The competition featured more 
than seventy boats and drew people 
from across Western New York. 

Of course, the event is a boost 
to the local economy in North 

Tonawanda as well. 
“This brings so many people 

to our beautiful waterfront,” said 
Eric Zadzilka, North Tonawanda 
Common Council President, “and 
we are always happy to show off the 
wonders that North Tonawanda has 
to offer.” 

“It looks like we have a compet-
itor here from Australia who came 
to race his boat. We have competi-
tors from Canada and more than a 
dozen states. Young or old, this is 
something for all residents to enjoy. 
You just can’t beat it,” said Zadzil-
ka. 

In addition to the main attrac-

tion, there was food vendors, crafts 
items, and activities for kids such as 
a giant blow-up slide.  

“I have been coming to the 
Thunder on the Niagara for years,” 
said Nicollette Silluzio, North 
Tonawanda resident, “and this was 

seven-year-old son. He absolutely 
loved it! This is such a great event 
for the community and the location 
could not be better.”

Even though the event this year 
was bigger and more well-attended 
than any previous year, Hailey says 
the goal is always to make it “big-
ger and better.”

Brendan McDonough

'Thunder on the Niagara' Doesn't Disappoint
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A portion of Oliver Street was 
closed down this past Saturday and, 
instead of cars lining the streets, 
there was art. It’s all part of the an-
nual Oliver Street Festival. 

Organizers have been holding 

this year more than sixty vendors 
from across North Tonawanda par-
ticipated. 

“We have everything,” said 
Natalie Brown, Event Coordinator, 
“clothing, paintings, photography, 
crafts, metal work, and tons more 
for people to enjoy.

The event was organized by the 
owners of Project 308 Art Gallery. 
They say this is the largest number 
of vendors they have ever had and 
are pleased that the event is getting 
bigger and better every year. An 
addition to the festival this year was 
a live band for people to enjoy. 

Among those attending was Joc-
elyn Ruscio, who came all the way 
from Rochester, NY, just to see what 
it had to offer. 

“When I come to an art festival 
what I look for is not only people’s 
art, but even the booth and the cre-
ativity the artist uses to display their 
work. I like to see how they have 
made things and what they have 
created.”

Taking something old and 
making it new again is what Lind-
sey Maloney has found a passion in 
doing. She operated Vintage Sole 
Designs, which takes old and worn 
jewelry and turns it into something 
beautiful. 

“I get lots of vintage jewelry 

markets and turn it into something 

Car owners from Buffalo, Penn-
sylvania, Canada and beyond came 
out to attend a classic car show in 
North Tonawanda during the ‘Thun-
der on the Niagara’ boat show this 
past weekend. 

The event was called ‘Rumble 
at the Niagara,’ and boy was the air 
vibrating once those engines started 
to rev.  

Rare and vintage cars were on 
display at Gratwick Riverside Park. 
Buffalo Motorama hosted the classic 
car show that brought more than 
500 unique and one-of-a-kind auto-
mobiles out for a day in the sun.  

Organizers said there is a little 
something for everyone to enjoy. 

“We have classics, late models, 
hotrods, and more,” said Joe Ha-
biszewski, Event Organizer. “It is 
a community of people that like to 
come together and share their love 
for cars.”

One of the car owners was Ray-
mond Gajkowski who arrived with 
his 1987 Monte Carlo. 

He says the classic cars are fun 
to look at but a little bit tough to 
drive. 

“They do not drive exactly like 
the new cars,” said Gajowski. 

“The new cars have the back 
up camera’s, automatic breaking. 
When you get into one of these you 
have to be careful and re-adjust your 
driving habits because we didn’t 
have those luxuries back in the day.”

Brendan McDonough

'Rumble at the Niagara' 
Brings Out Quite a Crowd

Brendan McDonough

Oliver Street Arts Festival 
Highlights Small Business 

Owners with Many Passions
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amazing again,” said Maloney.
Cindy McCormick, owner of 

Vintage House Soaps and Scents, 
said her passion is making people 
look beautiful on the outside and 
inside.

“Anything with essential oils is 
good for the skin and out soaps and 
the olive oil, it helps keep you both 
clean and healthy,” said McCor-
mick.

For many, such as Stuart Good-
man, the Festival has become an 
annual tradition. He runs Impress 
Apparel, which he described as “a 
unique mix of unusually mixed ap-

parel” (say that three times fast) that 

“I think art is something that de-
velops people’s minds,” said Good-
man, “helps them to be creative and 
hopefully it will get passed on to the 
younger generation.”

Haley Wilkins, who runs a small 
business called ‘We Quilt This City,’ 
creates all kinds of hand-made stuff 
for baby’s. 

“I think people are really grav-
itating towards handmade stuff for 
their baby’s,” said Wilkins. “They 
know where it came from and who 
made it.” 

The Oliver Street Arts Festival 
is just a one day event now, but 
organizers are hoping the art and 
creativity experienced here today 
will last a lifetime.

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Jamie's Group Family Daycare 
& Pre-School

Looking for dedicated workers who 
enjoy children and have a desire to 

teach young kids. 

Apply in-person or by phone (716) 
432-4443. 
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