
No joke. A gay man, two black women 
and a white woman walk into a voting 
booth. The one who comes out a winner 
will apparently be the undisputed icon 
of New York’s Democratic Party and the 
guide-on of the Obama post-racial and 
gender American movement.  

In a political society like NYS, where 

which of the following candidates would 
you identify? 

Forget about the governor’s September 
13th primary race. That’s a race between an 

ultra-liberal and an uber-liberal.  The race 
to watch is NYS’s Attorney General Race.  

Quite honestly, this one looks like a 
post-apocalyptic California race, one where 
all Californians moved from the earthquake 
ravished west coast an on to the more com-
fortable digs found between Long Island 
and Lake Erie.  

What we have on one hand are 4 New 
Yorkers who will be collectively running 

against President Trump on the ballot; 
while all the while on the campaign trail 
apparently trying to “out-trump” the others 
on their fringe minority ratings. 

If I had to rank any of them on fringe 

minority ratings, the winner would be 
Putnam County Congressman Sean Patrick 
Maloney, an openly gay white male repre-
sentative whose small and personal family 
includes, yes, a husband, an African-Amer-
ican daughter, and Asian and Latino sons.  
Now, it hardly gets any better than that, 
but he still seemingly failed to get many, 

against the remaining 3 women, Maloney 
now knows what it feels like to be a black 

I know, because despite me being black, I 
picked up very few black votes when I ran 
there in 1996 for state senate.

With the 

When it comes to monumental 
community projects, who would have 
thought that two words - restore and 
sustain - would become the impetus 
and the mantra to jumpstart such a 
creative, effective, collaborative, and 
innovative effort?

This synergy between North 

and the NT Parks Department ignited 
an undertaking that began almost four 
years ago. After I organized a few 

community garden cleanup projects, 
some residents asked me how our NT 

former glory. This was my opportuni-
ty to engage those interested residents, 
whom I called upon in 2016 to form 

Committee.  
The goals of this new group were 

to transform this neglected city park 
into a scenic destination for special 
events, social gatherings, community 
education, and other activities. Each 
and every one of the residents who 
came out to be part of this organiza-
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Beautifying the Botanical Gardens in North Tonawanda are continuing to 
bring the community together.
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Don Harrigan: Not sure if my post went 
through but I was just back in Niagara Falls 
and it is an atrocity. It is a wasteland that 
should not be inhabited. The water table 
is contaminated and all I can say is people 
should not allowed to live in it. There is no 
way to clean it up but they continue to tell 
people it is controlled. I have an aunt that 
lives on the border of Love canal and they 
say that is ok ????? I am both a clinical 

pharmacist and advanced degree chemical 
engineer and I say people running these 
area are still Assholes and look only to 
make money. Each person should look at 
their families and ask how many people 
died from cancer. I know the answer. I am 
66 years old and worry that I may have an 
issue. Shut the place the place down and 
stop continuing to hurt more people.

Danielle Nicole Beal: Whats sad is people 
spend so much money to go see this won-
der of the world, only to get there see no 
tourist attractions, Niagara Falls itself half 
cut off from visitors as they are doing never 
ending construction, they get to breath in 
cancerous fumes & have a high chance 
of getting mugged or shot...will probally 
stumble across some heroin needles...hell 
probally see someone shooting up right 
in front of them. On their way to the only 
thing anyone ends up doing (shopping) 

abandoned houses or house that should be 
abandoned vs nice homes...and when they 

nice scene of some pretty hills dead center 

Anyone who spends their time and mon-
ey to visit Niagara Falls, New York for a 
expecting fun vacation should get a refund 

if they weren't made to sign a disclaimer. 
So glad we moved and my son will not be 

Bob Ballentine: Interesting that they found 
contaminants in the one area of the city 
which never really had industry sitting atop 
it.

Tj Griggs: Our homes are built on lime 
rocks which over the years break up and 
let off radiation that causes cancer. (This is 
what Roswell told me).

Charlene Lelievre: Great is there an inch 

Cheryl Krucenski: Pave over Niagara 
Falls and make it a parking lot for Canada. 
This is so sad and disgusting.
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Don Brown: They really made the 
acronym be SLAP? Gonna SLAP 
the shit out of Niagara Falls? I can 
get behind this.

John Croff: I don’t think the whole 
city is worth 27 million.

Max Teller: How sad that there 
isn't any private development in NF 
and the "State" has to own and run 
everything. Not the kind of world I 
want to live in, but it's happening at 
a record rate in NY. The Adirondack 

NF.

Rus Thompson: THE STATE??? 
Not private developer? Great just 
what this city needs, another dead 

Tim Wills: 27 million? That's like 

taxes every year so these crooked 
people can make tons of money.

Bryan Casal: Only one in that city 
getting rich is smokin joe

Alan Moser: more property off the 
tax rolls
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
red, white and blue lights who appears to be impersonating police and 
trying to pull people over in the area. If you question whether someone 
pulling you over is legitimate, call 911.
-Holly Rose Gillenwater, 28, of the Town of Niagara, was arrested and 
charged with DWI and Endangering the Welfare of a Child after being 
pulled over on River Road by a Niagara County Sheriff early Tuesday 
morning. She was intoxicated and had a young child in the car.

Pierce Avenue. According to reports, the shooter was chasing a younger 

and the victim was not struck.

Kenneth Arthur Williams III, a Level 2 Sex Offender, who had an active 
arrest warrant for violating NYS Registry Laws out of the City of Niagara 
Falls. Contact 911 with any information.

17th and Pierce Avenue on August 22nd. No injuries were reported at this 
time. This is at least the third response for a shooting in the past week.
-Niagara Falls Police & Fire responded to the 1800 block of Willow Av-
enue on Thursday August 23rd for a stabbing. The victim was stabbed in 
the neck and transported to ECMC. The suspect was detained on scene 
and will be charged / arraigned this 
morning.
-Thaddeus Pryor, 18, was charged 
with reckless endangerment & resist-
ing arrest for an incident involving a 
gun being discharged near Hometown 
Grocery. Police found the getaway 
vehicle on 70th St. as well as a hand-
gun inside the home & 5 marijuana 
plants in the backyard.
-a true Cinderella story unfolded this 
morning during a foot chase between 
Niagara Falls Police and a criminal 
suspect as he lost a shoe on 69th 
Street.
-after responding to a call for an 

on 72nd Street in Niagara Falls on 
Friday afternoon, police approached 
the owner’s home which was nearby. 
Upon arrival, police noticed multi-
ple potted plants of marijuana on the 
porch.
-police responded to a shooting 
leaving two injured. The shooting is 
believed to have happened at Poppy’s 
Place on Cayuga Drive. Available 
information indicates one victim was 
shot in the head and the other in the 

-Justin Gabby, 30, was arrested out-
side the McDonalds on Pine Avenue 
for what police described as “ag-
gressive panhandling.” According to 
patrons of the restaurant, Gabby was 
going up to windows of cars in the 
drive thru begging for money or food.

LIKE "THE ACTION 
NIAGARA FALLS" 
ON FACEBOOK!!

Radioactive Dirt 
Found at Falls

Niagara Falls State Park where construction is currently underway.
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Photos courtesy of Rob Bennett, RobShots

Double-Shooting in 
LaSalle Police 39 to 25 in 

Charity Football Game

Photos courtesy of Samar Hamilton

Photos courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls

Niagara Falls Police are inves-
tigating a shooting after two people 
were shot late Sunday / early Mon-
day morning. 

At least one victim was shot in 
the head. Another victim was shot 
in the stomach. 

-
ed to ECMC for gunshot wounds 
although neither was said to be 
life-threatening.  

Initial reports from police at the 
scene are that the shooting occurred 
outside of Poppy's Place located at 
8806 Cayuga Drive.

It is then believed the victims 
drove themselves to 7th and Niaga-
ra Street where they were located by 
emergency vehicles. 

Police do not currently have a 
suspect for the shooting. 
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Oliver Street in North Tonawanda, 
is an excellent choice for Chinese 
food in the area. 

I was told to try it from one of 
my friends at Kelly’s Corner in Ni-

There is no place around like 

unique is you get served with real 
plates and serving dishes. This may 
seem like a general statement, but 
even the food is fresh (which let’s 
be honest doesn’t always seem the 
case when we go out nowadays). 

Each dish and sauce is distinctly 
different. It is NOTHING like your 
normal Asian takeout where every-
thing tastes and looks the same and 
served on Styrofoam or paper. 

We started out with huge bowls 
of delicious wonton soup which 
consisted of minced pork wrapped 
in wontons piping hot with a rich 
chicken broth.  It took a long time 

not just saying that). 
After the soup came cheese 

wontons that you can tell were 

cream cheese.

Then came the grilled lamb, 
chicken and shrimp kabobs that 
were fall-off-the-stick tender and 

had the General Tso’s Chicken, hon-
ey chicken, chicken lo mein, house 
fried rice with shrimp, chicken, beef 

The presentation was honestly 
the best I have ever seen for this 
kind of food. The service was spot 
on and it was honestly the best Chi-
nese food I have had on this side of 
the Canadian border.  

The restaurant offers dine in or 
take out. You REALLY need to try 
this place. Don’t forget to tell them 

Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week

Jamie DePetris
Food Expert/Critic

 Restaurant Review: Lin BBQ & Grill
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next highest fringe minority rating would 
be the odds-on favorite, Public Advo-
cate Letitia James, an African-American 
woman. Unlike it was with the then 

Obama, in NYC the Public Advocate is 

replace an incapacitated (or indicted) 
mayor.  James actually replaced NYC 

with the fringe credentials of being in 

women in NYC’s history to have been 

nothing about her having a spouse. 
James is also endorsed by both de 

two men who are often bitterly at odds 
with each other.  The endorsements might 
be a strategic one, though.  With James’ 
popularity, an AG win might keep her out 
of the way for a run at either the mayor’s 

-
ia  Eve has the 3rd-best fringe minority 
ratings.  As an African-American woman, 
she is the very bright daughter of for-

Arthur Eve.  Her resume is impressive, 
but her being from upstate NY won’t 
be working in her favor, especially in 

found no mention of she having spouse.
That brings us to the married white 

woman, Zephyr Teachout.  Her spouse is 

she has some very impressive political 
accomplishments herself.  As Cuomo’s 
opponent in the last Democratic guberna-
torial primary, the law professor gained 
34% of the vote – not bad. The most no-
table endorsement that she has received 
thus far may have been from Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, a 29-year old Puerto 
Rican who’s running in the Democratic 
primary in New York's 14th congressio-

Queens counties in New York City.
I have found nothing of Teachout’s 

religion that will bolster her fringe mi-
nority ratings, but a plus is that when she 
ran against Cuomo her running mate was 
an Asian man named Tim Wu. It should 
be noted that former Assembly Speak-
er Sheldon Silver came out against her 
stance on Israel during her run against 
Cuomo.

a stance on Israel, pro or con, have 

anything to do with being an effective 
governor, attorney general or assembly 

that Hillary Clinton’s and President 
Obama’s job?

In fact, what would any of the fringe 
minority ratings have to do with any 
voter voting for any of the above jobs as 
well?

lot of the voters, those things matter 
far more than a person’s actual ability 
to do those jobs; even more so than a 
candidates knowledge of what the job is 
supposed to be.

 In fact, each of the candidates spoke 

when WGRZ’s Claudia Ewing asked the 

black Republican male that is running 
unopposed for AG -- what he thought 
about the Trump Administration, he had 

the best answer of all.   
“The voters of New York, regardless 

of who the president is,” said Wofford, 
“needs an attorney general who will 
make sure that billions of dollars are 
not disappearing. And that’s something 
that is independent of who the president 
it.  Frankly, the over- politicization of 

the things that is hurting us.” And it all 
makes me wonder about the voters of the 
state that I love.

-
ty ratings, not only is he African-Amer-
ican, he’s married to a white woman.  In 
the general election, will white male and 
conservative female Democratic voters 
cross lines to vote for him?  We’ll see.

Ken Hamilton

Voting Booth Cont. from Cover
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Botanical Gardens Cont. from Cover

tion were passionate about restoring 

Garden worthy of the pride we once 
had in it. 

As with any project as large as 
this there were bound to be challeng-
es. Two of the challenges we faced 
right off the bat were funding and 
bodies to facilitate our vision. 

The committee progressed quick-
ly over a short time; facilitated by 
community volunteers on scheduled 

-
ra County Legislature procured funds 
from casino fund revenue for the City 
of North Tonawanda to use to help 
this project. 

I requested that those funds be 
used to replace the garden's center-
piece - a gazebo that had become 
unsafe over time – that ultimately 
was installed in August of 2016. Soon 
thereafter, funds became available for 
a kayak launch which was installed 
later that same year.  

This grass roots group has now 
-

role in this transition and this organi-

June 14, 2018. 
-

empt status on July 23, 2018, which 
allows for applications for available 
grant funding. In fact, more than 
three applications have already been 
submitted for three grants. 

Project Pride's planters and is work-

-
er on educational programs and tree 
breeding.

A greenhouse was put to use 
last winter for growing hundreds of 
annuals and perennials that have been 
planted in the botanical garden and 
around the city. 

Many of the botanical garden's 
-

formed. The old fountain area is now 

pollinators such as birds, bees, and 

collect storm water in spring and fall 
months have been turned into rain 
gardens with plants that thrive in wet 
conditions and also attract pollinators. 

Many future plans such as plant 
sales to residents and instructional 
garden events are also taking shape.  

-
bership. Its Executive Committee 
members are Chairman David Conti, 
Vice Chair Mathew Wolcott, Secre-
tary Laura Pecoraro, and Treasurer 
Amanda Reimer. Many other mem-
bers share their gardening and plant 
expertise; Sherrie Mitchell, Coleen 

and Lauren Tandy are the core group. 

Quarterly meetings are held in 
February, May, and August at the 
NT Public Library; and meetings are 
open to the public. The annual meet-
ing is held in November. 

Projects and community work-
days are scheduled on Saturdays 
throughout the year.  Please visit their 
Facebook page, North Tonawanda 

email at ntbgo@hotmail.com. 
Consider attending an upcoming 

event or becoming involved with an 
incredible venture to beautify our 
Community. 

North Tonawanda Common Council 
President Eric Zadzilka

Mayor of North Tonawanda Art Pap-
pas and Alderman-At-Large Robert 

Pecoraro.
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A true hometown hero, WWII 
veterean William Gosch was 
honored by members of the North 
Tonawanda Common Council on 

Tuesday Evening. He was present-
ed with a banner and recognized 
him for his service.

The banner, which will be dis-
played throughout the city, is meant 
to be a symbol of courage, strength, 
and something for all to learn from. 

“You can not repeat enough 
times some of the things these indi-
viduals have done for our commu-
nity and for our country,” said Art 
Pappas, Mayor of North Tonawan-

da.
Gosch is well known throughout 

the area.
Following his service in WWII, 

Company and served on the North 
Tonawanda Housing Authority for 
several years. 

In addition to serving the city, 
he was also very well-known for 
hosting community gatherings (and 
his dessert parties in particular).

He may be a bit older and a 
little wiser, but is said to have the 
same sense of humor. 

In front of the council he ex-
pressed his gratitude and privilege 
to be a part of the North Tonawanda 
community.

“I have had more jobs than you 

“I am now the only living resident 
with a red clay tiled roof. Thank 
you everyone, this makes me feel 
good.”

Gosch married his wife Lois in 
1950 and has been happily married 
for the past 68 years.

"He is just such a special in-
dividual," said Common Council 
President Eric Zadzilka. 

"Not only are we all apprecia-

tive for the time that he served this 
country, but we are thankful for 
what he has added to our own com-
munity in North Tonawanda."

"I'm not sure if I have ever 
heard him say an ill word about 
someone else. In fact, I do not 
believe I have ever been around 
him when his goal was not to make 
those around him smile; or laugh."

Brendan McDonough

WWII Veteran William Gosch Celebrated at 
NT Common Council Meeting

North Tonawanda Mayor Art Pappas and Council President Eric Zadzilka holding up a 
banner honoring William Gosch

WWII Veteran William Gosch
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Did you know that to paint a 
house it could cost $7,000.00 or 
more? 

Each year Painters Plus and 
owner Jessie Gooch donate their 
services to one lucky homeowner 

who gets their house painted for 
free.

 The event is called ‘Project 
Hope,’ which “stands for helping 
others,” said Gooch.

They have been holding the 
event for the past eight years, but 
this year’s recipient possibly needed 
it more than any other before her. 

Amy Raines was selected as this 
year’s winner. Her boyfriend, Rich-
ard Fike, said this could not have 
come at a better time. 

“I can’t put into words what this 

means to Amy,” said Fike. 

with nothing but loss for her. At 
the end of July her son commit-
ted suicide. Eight months earlier 
her brother passed away. The year 
before that her father passed away. 
Needless to say, this has been a nice 
burden lifted for her.”

one family this year, Painters Plus 

second family in Tonawanda. 
It’s not as simple as just paint-

ing the house though. They are also 
doing landscaping work; helping 
to improve the neighborhood one 
house at a time. 

“If we are in a nice neighbor-
hood and there is someone that 
needs a paint job and just can not 

situation - by us being able to do 
that for them it sort of becomes a 
domino effect where the neighbors 
start to improve their homes and 

then eventually it helps neighbors to 
start working with each other,” said 
Gooch.

A true community event, people 
of all ages come out to help make a 
family’s life a little better.  This year 
was no exception.

Kevin McDermott participated 
with his young son not only to help 
out, but also to educate him on the 
importance of giving back. 

“It is so important to give back 
to other who need it and I hope this 
event will teach my son a few life-
long lessons, “said McDermott.

Also lending a hand at the event 
was Mayor Art Pappas. He openly 

admits he is not much of a paint-
er but, like many, wants to lend a 
helping hand to those who need it 
the most. 

“It really helps people in the 
community,” said Mayor Pappas. 
“Jessie has been very, very gener-
ous.”

Brendan McDonough

Project Hope: Painting Together for A 
Stronger Community

Mayor of North Tonawanda Art Pap-
pas and Jessie Gooch
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The North Tonawanda farmers 
market is one of the biggest and 
most popular events in the City. 

To make sure people of all ages 
can enjoy it, the Common Council is 
banning people from bringing their 
dogs. 

Held every Thursday and Sat-
urday morning on Robinson Street, 
vendors from all over come to sell 
everything from fresh vegetables, 
fruits and plants to desserts and 
much, more. 

“Dogs are no longer allowed at 
the City Market,” said Art Pappas, 

Mayor of North Tonawanda. 
“We have an ordinance against 

that now, yet there are apparently 
people who still violate this. Dogs 
have absolutely no business being 
at the City Market and we will be 
enforcing the ordinance that was 
passed a few weeks ago by the 
Common Council.” 

“It’s not just about safety,” said 
Council President Eric Zadzilka, 
“but about making sure all residents 
can enjoy one of the jewels of our 
City.”

Pappas says tickets will be is-
sued to people who do not obey the 
ordinance.

No Dogs Allowed at the City Market

Brendan McDonough




