
A – for effort – and for accomplish-
ment. That’s how we would rate it.

The Niagara Falls Water Board is run 

Niagara Falls Mayor, the Niagara Falls 
Council, the NYS Assembly, the NYS 

The Water Board has 50,000 cus-

The Water Board was originally 
formed in 2002 and assumed control of 
the city’s water and sewer treatment from 
the city under the administration of May-
or Irene Elia. During its 16 year history, 
it was run slipshod and by the full time 

by the board.
It became a foul hotbed of waste, 

years it was run as poorly as any bureau-
cratic nightmare anywhere. Then in 2017, 
perhaps by accident, the city council used 
their choice for an appointee to the board 
to appoint the hard headed, no nonsense 
businessman and Democratic Party lead-
er, Nicholas Forster.

something about water treatment -  Dan 
O’Callaghan.  O’Callaghan had been the 

superintendent when the original water 
plant was built.

He and Forster, joining the board, 

Kimble - and they now constituted a ma-
jority. Now things could get done.

-
laghan decided to become hands on 

any board members appointed by the 

management of the Water Board.
It resulted in a series of changes 

in both the culture and outcomes of an 

wasteland.

A Change in Culture

was to change an old rule of the ethics 
code that prohibited board members 

Water Board.
Forster found it stunning that the 

board – which is charged with the man-
agement and control of the city’s water - 

to union employees.

O’Callaghan said since the change, 

one of the 114 Water Board employees. 

questions.

-

So what have they accomplished?
Stopped massive leaks throughout 

the city
The Niagara Falls Water Board’s 

for 2017 disclosed that more than two 
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Historic turnaround 
from once bloated 

bureaucracy to

utility company.

(Cont. on pg. 2)

Grading the Niagara Falls Water Board
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thirds of the water treated was not sold to 
customers.

According to the report, “[T]otal 

gallons….. The annual amount of water 
-

lion gallons. This left 5.2 billion gallons 

That meant that prior to the For-
ster-O’Callaghan board, 66 percent of 
water treated by the Water Board was lost 
or wasted. Water Board customers bore 

-

billion gallons – or about one third.
It was a shameful statistic. At the 

time, then Niagara Falls Water Board 

much water was lost, adding that the Wa-

the city, two to three times a day.
“Yes, people are calling. Yes, we are 

embarrassed and yes, this is irritating. We 
are trying our best to get to them, but we 

time.
Forster and O’Callaghan chose to 

In less than a year’s time, the Water 

reduced the amount of wasted/lost water 
from 66% down to 18%.

and clean the plants.

Removing the Smell

was a terrible smell near the Michael C. 
O’Laughlin Water Treatment Plant on 

-
nation of human excrement, dirty basins, 
and sludge.

The Forster-O’Callaghan board 

and Dr. John Goeddertz, an expert in 
wastewater treatment - on the recommen-

Dr. Goeddertz told them to clean the 
basins.  It was so simple it was brilliant. 

That had not been done in years.  They 
cleaned the wastewater basins and the 
smell went away.

no smell.  All those years of thousands of 

-

Clean the basins.

sludge on a daily basis. You wouldn’t 

O’Calloghan said, “It’s an incredible 
thing considering where we were a year 
ago. Yes, the smell went away because of 

-

Ending the Overtime Scandal
When Forster and O’Callaghan came 

to the water board in 2017 they found 

There are 114 employees at the water 
board. But some got a disproportionate, if 

For two years prior to their coming to the 
board, there was almost $1.9 million in 

What troubled Forster and O’Cal-
laghan the most was that there was no 

-

Suddenly employees were not getting 40- 

And, about a dozen people – the biggest 

decided to retire.

Security and management up-
grades

The new Water Board majority put 
in security cameras and operationalized 
the gates.

Said O’Callaghan. “We are imple-
menting a time management system that 
went into effect August 1st. Our guys are 

No more honor system of people saying, 

used to tell the foreman how long they 

time sheets down to payroll who would 

Fixed Every broken Fire Hydrant
Another thing Forster and O’Cal-

-

Forster and O’Callaghan learned to their 

A well-run city does not allow any 

Forster and O’Callaghan found 

40 years ago.

the system and afterwards putting a sys-

Earning Interest on $30 million
By law, the Niagara Falls Water 

needs. As it turned out, $25 million was 
on deposit for 15 years in interest free 

Forster and O’Callaghan led the 
-

est.

this, but nobody did before Forster and 
O’Callaghan insisted.

Forster said, it was “shameful and 

had] $25 million in non-interest bearing 

Calculating interest rates paid by 

years, the board lost about $5 million.
Forster and O’Callaghan also learned 

O’Callaghan and Forster joined the 
board.

“When I joined the board in March 
-

the board at that time, led by Gretchen 

$50,000 per month. Instead of hiring 

salary of $88,000 per year, their answer 

-
count where they might get interest.

Forster and O’Callaghan decided 
to stop paying $600,000 per year to an 

an $88,000 employee could do. And they 

interest.

-

had been in one of their interest-bear-
ing accounts during the last 12 months, 

in interest.

Among other accomplishments:
Corrected the drainage problems on 

the sewers.
Establishing a maintenance program 

really need to turn them.

by so doing.
Settling the union contract. For 7 

contract.

water board management.
***
Two recently appointed board mem-

bers changed the way the Water Board 

approach to its management.

A rating – and the approbation of the 
public. 

We expect by next report that rating 
will be A ++.

Litany of Accomplishments Garner 'A' Rating for Majority 
Board Members on Water Board



3

NIAGARA REPORTER AUGUST 15, 2018 - AUGUST 21, 2018

The highlights of your oppor-
tunity to participate in this exciting 

-
emy Award Winner for Costume 

(The Artist, Phantom Thread, 
Fifty Shades of Grey, Jason 

Craig Barron - Academy Award 
Winner for Special Effects

(The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button, Hunger Games, Star Wars, 

X-Men, Mission Impossible, 

-

And more....
Volunteer and Intern Functions 

organizers.

Assist in the day-to-day running 

Assist in the Scheduling of the 

production companies and media  
             outlets.

special guests, transportation, and 
errands

promotional materials and web 
content

-

Mark Bridges, Oscar Winner for The Artist and The Phantom Thread

The Niagara Falls Interna-
tional Film Festival is Seek-
ing Volunteers and Interns

Craig Barron
Oscar Winner for The Curious Case of 

Benjamin Button

Walmart, but I am grateful that I was there on 
this day.

whining, howling and crying of a puppy.

am all too familiar with that sound. Although 

concerned.

-
er gentleman were standing at. I saw yet another 

hot car.
The car was not running and only had the 

small and was using all of her energy to stretch 

hot and wanted out.
She was panting, crying, and scratching 

and the gentleman with us told me that he was 
watching the car for about 45 minutes waiting 
for the owner to return. When the owner did not 
return that’s when he called the police.

and said he had only been on scene a few min-

had attempted multiple times to get the door un-

This entire time the puppy is still crying 
desperately to be let out. I could tell that it was 
getting hard for her to deal with the heat because 

It had been an hour already and, with no 
owner in sight, I realized that the windows were 

the doors; so that’s just what I did.
-

-
sisted and told me how close I was to it. Despite 

To my relief, I was able to get the door 

up and put her into his air conditioned patrol 

and she immediately began guzzling it down. 

to subside.

that animal control was on the way to assess the 
situation and the amount of danger she put the 
puppy in.

The owner was angry that animal control 

blamed Walmart’s long lines for the reason why 
the puppy was in the hot car for an hour.

I was unable to stay to see whether or not 

the situation perfectly and I am so grateful that 
a cop who was so caring and eager to help was 
on the scene.

Our main concern was to help this puppy 
who was trapped inside a hot car who appeared 

on hot summer days when they are fully aware 

To much surprise my post blew up and our 
story was shared and seen by so many people. 
All that I can hope is that from sharing that post 
and this article people understand how important 

summer.

Amber Skivington Shares Her Story of 
Saving Dog from Overheating Vehicle

Amber Skivington

Amber Skivington
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WEEKLY HEADLINES

-For the second night in a row, the Niagara Falls Police Department responded to 

between 12am and 1am. No injuries were reported, but at least one car was hit.

-A 25-year-old was shot during a burglary on 20th Street in Niagara Falls. Accord-

serious injuries were reported.

ultimately detained him on 20th and Ferry.

charged with petit larceny.
-

bicycle.
-

-

LIKE "THE ACTION 
NIAGARA FALLS" 
ON FACEBOOK!!

Photos courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls

Police Catch Wallet Thief

Niagara Falls Police arrested a 

20th Street for a "larceny in prog-
ress."

The caller stated that a man 

away with it.

When police caught up with 
the suspect on 20th and Pine he 

far.
-

ered near 20th and Walnut.
The suspect also had a warrant 

for failure to appear on a petit larce-
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Fight breaks 
out on 

Niagara 
Street in 

front of the 
Zodiac on 

Fri. August 
10th.

Photos courtesy of Rob Bennett, RobShots

Driver of ATV Who Dragged 

We all remember the story from July 22nd of the New 

her was reportedly hit and dragged by an ATV in the 

to the New York State Police Lockport barracks late 
Wednesday August 8th. 

to police.

'Summerfest at the Sal'

Photos courtesy of Samar Hamilton
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara 
County

Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week
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reporter most of my adult life, but 
sometimes it is nice to try some-
thing different.  

William Cowper perhaps put it 

indeed the right word as I posed as 

sample the food offerings at the new 

impressed.
Johnny Chi and his brother Eric 

decided to open their new restau-
rant, complete with outdoor patio, 
and welcome a broader audience 

restaurant that has been satisfying 
the appetites of diners for the last 

"It is another opportunity to 

Gawel and his wife Michele.  There 
was a good crowd on hand, some 
games and musical entertainment, 

right before your eyes with no oil or 
butter to intrude.  

Michele went for the shrimp and 

not only to the outstanding food but 
to the warm and gracious hospitality 
of our waitress, Joanna Angelo.

on staff," says operations manager 

number for a new place in hard-
pressed Niagara Falls that not only 
features a unique eating style but 

Johnny Chi has been a chef for 
10 years and it is easy to see he 

exercising great care.
It may be some time before I 

days.  
If 10 stars is the best, I would 

it a taste.  And the moderate prices 
are appetizing, too.

Tony Farina

Johnny Chi (above) and brother 
Eric own new Falls eatery

Prime hit rock special at Steak 
Stone & Sushi on Military Rd.

 Restaurant Review: Steak Stone & Sushi
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-
opment and Code Enforcement Seth 
Piccirillo was recently quoted in an 
editorial, written in the Niagara Ga-
zette, where he criticized the Niagara 
Falls Housing Court. In particular, 

on offenders. 
To support their claim, the anon-

ymous author quotes the following 

found the city’s department of code 

Niagara Falls Housing Court, with 92% 
of those cases being adjourned by the 

entirely honest with you. 
First and foremost, it is important 

to understand how this process. A case 
originates when code enforcement 
sends a letter to the homeowner who is 
not in compliance with the code. The 

If, after that period, the problem 

in the mail with a court date that was 
signed by a judge. Upon appearing in 
court, a Defendant then negotiates with 
the city prosecutor. 

purely the City of Niagara Falls. 
Second, a Defendant has an abso-

lute right to request an adjournment. 
Once the request is made in court by 
the Defendant, the burden then shifts 
to the Complainant, which in this case 
would be the City of Niagara Falls, to 
object. If there is no objection from the 
City Prosecutor, who appears to repre-
sent the interests of code enforcement, 

objection the judge would hear argu-

missing. That number is the percentage 
that the City Prosecutor, the “Com-

adjournment request.
That number, in fact, is zero. And 

in many ways this is the way it should 
be. The goal of housng court is not to 

with the City Prosecutor and says they 
-

agree with an adjournment.
Third, there are legitimate reasons 

to grant adjournments. Some examples 
include 

• Personal reasons such as illness 
of a party, family member or witness

cannot appear

• Disclosure issues
• Settlement discussions
• Need to obtain legal counsel

• Good faith efforts to obtain 
information necessary for a hearing

I am in no way saying that all 
requests for adjournments are meritori-
ous, but why would the City Prosecutor 
object to an adjournment while people 

answer is they wouldn’t.
The editorial concludes by stating, 

condition and image of the city, the 

sense of urgency when it comes to 
punishing those who are contributing 
to the decay of the Falls and, in some 

misunderstanding of the role a court 
plays in such proceedings. It is not the 

anything other than upholding the law, 
protecting the due process rights of 
defendants, and remaining impartial in 
all cases before them. 

It would be wildly inappropriate 

court with the goal of putting repeat 

their case!
The same goes for a judge presid-

-

suggests because that would mean he 
or she is implicitly biased against the 
Defendant.

Despite Piccirillo wanting a more 
streamline, assembly line type of  
housing court model where each De-

Niagara Falls, all City Court Judges 
understand this as well. 

The Truth Behind Niagara Falls 
Housing Court

Nicholas D. D'Angelo

City Attorney? Not so fast. The last one requires a law license.
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Community Gardens learned ways 

people presented dishes they made 
using only ingredients from the 
garden. 

to Lumber City Church as a way 
for residents to grow their own 

-

cery store. 

step further and showing people 

garden itself!

crowd and presented their dishes. 
Each explained how it was made 
and what ingredients it encom-
passed. At the end of each presen-
tation people got a chance to taste 
those same dishes. 

people so after they are done tast-

Imagine Community Gardens.
From zucchini lasagna to dish-

es with fresh tomatoes and basil 
there was something to satisfy just 

goal is to get people across the 

area to lead a healthier lifestyle 

from the garden. 

something delicious and what we 
are trying to do is show people 
how to prepare them in a way that 

is tasty, but also healthy. The nutri-

you are eating from this garden is 
-

tables you buy from the store; and 
we are beyond proud of that.

In addition to getting their 

also formed lasting friendships 
with other garden growers.

Brendan McDonough

Planting the Seeds for a Healthier Lifestyle at 
the Imagine Community Gardens.
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in North Tonawanda as Matt’s Mu-

planning a major expansion.
The 2600-foot expansion project 

the existing store and turning it into 
a music studio and much more. 

-

performance base with stage sound 
-

er. 
“We are also going to be blow-

ing out the whole front part of our 
music store here and creating an 

The two buildings will be con-
nected and the project is expected to 

-
rently run the businesses, but it was 

-

true family business. 

-
ers held the Annual World Cham-

participants were running, throwing, 

of bringing home some hardware. 

twenty-eight years. The sport was 

this year more than ninety-four 

Players competed against one 
another in teams of two. The goal 

to the other and for them to jam it 
down into the can (hence the name 

-
est number of points wins. 

sport special is that anyone, regard-
less of age, sex, or physical condi-

tion, can participate. 

6 years old come to the tournament 

play it at any age. Basically, if you 
can throw a frisbee you can partici-

Trophies and awards were hand-
ed out to the top players and money 

to four local charities.

get a total of $1,000.00 in cash and 

and etc. The 2nd place teams gets 
gifts totaling $500.00 and then the 

more people will participate in the 

Brendan McDonough

Kan Jam World Champion-
ships in North Tonawanda

Brendan McDonough

Matt’s Music Expansion 
Hopes to Spark Growth on 

Oliver Street 
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from guitars to drum sets and 

offer music lessons and a host of 

With the expansion they are 
hoping to not only bring more ser-

“There is a lot of growth on 
Webster Street and down on the 

Carr, “but we are really hoping 
that this can be the beginning of an 

spur growth with other businesses. 

-
cited about the possibilities for this 

-

A photo of the land Matt's Music is 
utilizing for its expansion.

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

& Pre-School




