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Niagara Falls Police 
Detective’s Ashes Remain 

in Stranger’s Hands

Diane Roberts poses with the urn holding the ashes of Jam Dal Porto -a former 

remains.

1.
Here is a strange story. . . it centers around the ashes of 

the late Jan P. Dal Porto, a former detective for the Niaga-
ra Falls Police Department. She was sworn in in 1986 and 
retired some 20 year later. Her retirement did not last long. 
Jan died March 3, 2013. She was 55. The cause of death was 
cancer.

Following her death she was cremated.
2.

Jan is survived by two adult children – Christopher M. 
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Timothy and Colleen Degenhardt 
thought they did their homework 
when looking for a contractor to build 
an addition onto their home.

Timothy, a disabled army veter-
an, has health ailments that limit his 
ability to use his legs. As a result, the 
Degenhardt’s were looking to add a 
bedroom to the back of the house so 
that Timothy would not have to climb 
any stairs.

Unfortunately, a project that, at 

stay that way for long.
The “so-called contractor,” Kyle 

Edwards, who Colleen calls a “crim-
inal” and a “thief,” took their money 
and left them with nothing but huge 
trenches in the ground. Some of 
which were at least two feet deep.

Degenhardt gave Edwards rough-
ly $12,000 towards the project.

Claims Court seeking their $12,000 
back, but were ultimately unsuccess-
ful. Despite Edwards not showing 

up to court, the judge only entered a 
judgment in their favor for $5,000.

Timothy and Colleen found out 
the hard way that a judgement and 
collecting on a judgment are two dif-
ferent things. As a result, not one cent 

has been collected.
Niagara Falls City Councilman 

Ken Tompkins, who works at H.W. 
Bryk & Sons, was contacted by a 
neighbor and knew something had to 
be done.

Councilman Tompkins then spoke 
with Jeff Bryk, Vice President of the 
locally and veteran owned company, 
who offered to donate their time, 
resources, and services to help restore 
the backyard to a more usable state.

“With so much negativity in the 
world it feels good to give back,” said 
Mr. Bryk, “especially to a veteran.”

A crew spent the afternoon 
leveling and grading the backyard. 
Although the end result looks worlds 
better than it did to begin with, there 
is still much work to be done.

In addition to H. W. Bryk, KJ 

Smith Enterprises came and spread 
grass seed and hay over the area. In 
no time, the Degenhardts will have a 
new lawn in their backyard.

Local Niagara Falls attorney 

offered to assist in obtaining a judg-
ment for the remaining $7,000 along 
with collecting on the judgments pro 
bono.

“I think it is important for us all 

to do our part,” said D’Angelo. “This 

people who are always willing to help 
others. I am just thankful to be in a 
position where I can hopefully make 

a difference for them.”
While the Degenhardt’s still hope 

for the addition, they do not have 
the money after being swindled by 

Edwards.
Despite having $12,000 stolen 

from them, the couple is thankful to 
Councilman Tompkins, H. W. Bryk, 
and KJ Smith Enterprises for giving 

them the ability to enjoy their back-
yard this summer.

If you’re a licensed contractor or 
someone who can assist with product 
or services, please contact Ken Tomp-
kins at (716) 940-7092.

Rob Bennett

Two Local Businesses Give Niagara Falls Veteran a Backyard Makeover

What the backyard initially looked 
like (photo courtest of Rob Bennett)

Councilman Ken Tompkins survey-
ing the property (photo courtest of 

Rob Bennett)

H.W. Bryk crew works to level the 
area (photo courtest of Rob Bennett)

(photo courtest of Rob Bennett)

(photo courtest of Rob Bennett)

of Rob Bennett)
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Seel, Jr., and Miranda Dal Porto-Warming-
ton – the latter is also a Niagara Falls Police 

Jan is also survived by her mother, The-
resa M. Jones, her father, George W. LaRo-

"Shelly" Schroeder, Paula Alexander, Debbie 

Jan also had a boyfriend - Michael 
Kurdziel - who her family thought was her 
husband - at the time she passed away.

3.

The cremation for Jan was performed at 
Mount Cavalry Cemetery and arrangements 
for this and other services were made by Dan-
iel Smolarek Funeral Home of Cheektowaga.  
The memorial services were held at Czesto-
chowa Roman Catholic Church on March 7, 
2013. 

The Niagara Falls Police Department 
sent an honor guard. People gave sympathy 
cards. There was a memorial breakfast. And 
Jan’s ashes were placed in an urn – a black 
sealed box – awaiting a family member to 

claim it. 

Jan Dal Porto – or so most who attended the 
services thought. There only remained to pay 
the bill to the funeral home -- $4,849.83.

4.
The boyfriend – who, again, the fam-

ily thought was Jan’s husband - Michael 
Kurdziel - paid $1,700 toward the bill. He 
claims Jan's family agreed to pay the rest.  
The ashes were kept at the funeral parlor 
pending the payment of the balance of 
$3,149.83

Four months later – on July 16 - the bill 
was not paid. Smolarek Funeral Home sent a 
demand letter to Michael demanding payment 
of the remaining balance.

A woman friend of Michael's – a Roman 
Catholic woman - who barely knew Jan –
Diane Stephens- heard there were collection 
efforts being made and the ashes were sitting 
unclaimed at the funeral home.

On July 18, 2013, Diane went there - and 
without consulting any of Jan’s family - paid 
the bill - - for a near stranger - charging the 
balance of $3,184 to her credit card. 

Diane collected the urn containing the 
ashes and expected to collect the money from 
Jan’s family. 

Diane later became Michael’s wife and 
later they divorced.

5.
It is strange, no doubt, that Diane should 

pay - and it was natural to ask her – ‘Why 
did you pay for the ashes of a someone you 
barely knew?’

out that her cremated remains were still at 
the funeral home, I was shocked! I wanted 
to know why this happened, so I went to 
there. It just hit me the wrong way when I 
heard Jan's remains would not be released 
until someone paid the rest of the bill. It was 

I pulled out my credit card to get her out of 
there and paid the bill, and got Jan's remains 
out. I never heard of anyone leaving a loved 
one in a funeral home and not putting them 
to rest!”

6.
After paying the bill, Diane contacted 

family members. She contacted Jan's son, 
Christopher, repeatedly, and her daughter, 
Miranda. She called Jan's mother, Teresa 
of Lewiston, several times. She spoke with 
her father, George, of Murrels Inlet SC. She 
reached at least one of her sisters, Bridget, in 
Lewiston.  

Evidently none of them were prepared 
to pay.

The Reporter spoke to Jan’s son and 
daughter. Both knew Diane had the ashes. 
Both thought Michael – who they thought 
was their mother’s husband - should pay. 
When contacted by the Reporter several 
months ago, Jan’s sister, Lyn, did not seem to 
know the ashes remained unclaimed, but said 
she would look into it.

Diane suggested that family members 
each contribute - two parents, two children, 

six siblings - - 10 relatives – a payment of 
$318 and claim the ashes.
All the family members contacted by the 
Reporter said they did not think it was right 
that Diane was making this public. 

7.
Michael is the man the family thinks 

should pay – for, after all, he married Diane, 
and they once thought he was married to Jan.

Michael told the Reporter that he and 
Jan were never married. And he did not marry 
Diane until well after Jan died.

made with Jan’s family at the funeral home 
was I would pay a third. The family said they 
would pay the other two thirds. I told them 
Jan and I had a commitment ceremony. But it 
was not a legal marriage. Perhaps they think I 
got money, but Jan borrowed against her life 

-
lems. She owed the IRS money. The house 
we lived in was my house. There was no 
estate. She left me no money. When she was 
sick, I took care of her and there were a lot 
out of pocket expenses that the health insur-
ance did not cover. I did not have the capital 

A judge did not agree that the family 
should be forced to pay for the ashes. Michael 
sued Miranda in Small Claims Court to try to 
get her to pay the rest of the bill. He lost. The 
judge ruled that Miranda did not have to pay. 
But he made no ruling on the disposition of 
the ashes.

8.
Today, Diane holds the ashes of a wom-

an who was almost a stranger. She keeps jan's 
ashes in an urn in her spare room. For the 

of Jan's ashes.
Over those years, Diane has called, 

emailed, and texted family members. Recent-

entire tale – from her perspective.  
This has led some to express shock that the 
family won’t pay for the ashes. Others have 
said Diane is "holding Jan hostage" and that 
she should turn the ashes over to the family 
and forget about payment.

Still others say, that Diane should keep 

should keep the matter private and keep the 
ashes.

9·
Jan DalPorto was a Catholic and sent her 

children to Catholic schools. Her daughter 
went to Niagara Catholic High School. Her 
son went to St. Mary's High School.

10.
On April 26, 2014, The Most Reverend 

Douglas Crosby, OMI, the Bishop of Hamil-
ton explained the Diocesan Policy regarding 

teaching makes clear the necessity of treating 
the cremated remains in the same manner as 
the deceased human body."

11.

FORASMUCH as it hath pleased Almighty 
God of his great mercy to take unto himself 
the soul of our dear sister here departed, we 
therefore commit her body to the ground; 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust ; 
in sure and certain hope of the resurrection 
to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who shall change the body of our low estate 
that it may be like unto his glorious body, 
according to the mighty working, whereby he 
is able to subdue all things to himself.

12.
What are ashes worth?  ‘For dust thou 

art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”  
It is her memory that counts. 

And there are some who will claim this 
story should not have been printed. 

Yet what would you do – if a stranger 
had your loved one's ashes? 

Would you pay or let it go – knowing 
that it is not ashes but the blessed memory of 
the departed that counts?

Last Christmas, Jan’s family placed a 
memorial ad in the Niagara Gazette, with a 

always love and miss you and wish that you 
were here. Love, Mom & Sisters."

Jan Dal Porto was sworn in in 1986 as a 

Eerie dispute centers on who will pay for ashes of 
the late Jan Dal Porto

The still grieving family of Jam Dal Porto 
places this memorial notice in the Niagara 

Gazette last Christmas. 

OBITUARY FROM NEWSPAPER
Jan P. DalPorto
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On June 28, 2018, Niagara County 
Communications received a 911 call 
from a resident on Ward Road in the 

The caller reported that she was 
sleeping in the living room and woke 
up to a male carrying her six-year-old 
daughter down the outside steps of the 
residence.

She chased after the male and he 
released the child onto the stairs and 
then ran from the residence.  The caller 
also reported that she was familiar 
with the male and recognized him as a 
neighbor.

Responding deputies located the 
male at his residence and detained 

Prezioso, 49 years old, from the Town 

with Attempted Kidnapping in the 2nd 
degree and additional charges may be 
pending.

Prezioso was arraigned before 
Justice Strenkoski from the Town of 

custody of the Niagara County Correc-
tional Facility in lieu of $50,000 cash 
bail. Charges of burglary and endanger-
ing the welfare of the child were later 
added.

The child was evaluated at the 
scene for bruising and abrasions by 
St. Johnsburg Fire and EMT’s from 
Tri-Community Ambulance.  She was 
treated and released to her mother.

Attempted Kidnapping in WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Reports of the Northwest on Grand Island was just robbed. Niagara Falls Police 
may have the suspect in sight.
-A rotted utility pole snapped when a lawn mower hit it while mowing the grass 
along New Road. The pole is reportedly owned by Verizon. There are multiple 
rotted poles in the area.

getting out of control.
-Vandals target the Dollar General in the City Market once again. It appears that a 
large amount of cigarettes were stolen. Unknown what else was taken.
-Man lucky to be alive after being pulled from the lower Niagara River near the 
Maid of the Mist dry docks this evening.
-New York State Police helicopter currently searching the Niagara River for a pos-
sible person in the water. This is the second incident today.

charges were placed on Salvatore Prezioso for the attempted kidnapping incident 
that occurred in the early morning hours of 6/28/18.

-
cle hit and run motor vehicle accident with possible injuries.
-4 people including 3 children were taken to a hospital after the car they were 
traveling in was rear-ended by a red Mustang on Hyde Park Blvd. and Porter Rd.
-A Niagara Falls man received the maximum sentence after pleading guilty to a 
October 2017 murder.

Saturday night while being arrested.
-Niagara Falls woman found slumped over wheel charged with DWI

a.m.

off Ninth Street early Sunday.

LIKE "THE ACTION 
NIAGARA FALLS" 
ON FACEBOOK!!
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As a result of the very recent 
-

support, coupled with continued 
enrollment declines and growing 

-
lic High School on 66th Street, will 
close its doors effective immediate-
ly.

The decision was made by the 
Governing Board of Trustees of 
Niagara Catholic Junior Senior 
High School following a rigorous 
analysis of the school’s current 

projections.  
Parents, faculty and key stake-

making the public announcement.  
The board and administration are 
assisting students and their families 
with transfer procedures to other 
Catholic schools to ensure that the 
transition is as seamless as possible.

“We have made every effort to 

consider the impact of our decision 

faculty, administration, and most 
importantly our customers – the 

Catholic education for their chil-
dren – during our deliberations,” 
said Judi Nolan Powell, Chair of the 
Governing Board of Niagara Catho-
lic, a post she has held for a decade.   

“We are heartbroken to have 
come to this decision but recog-
nize that it is, in the long term, in 
the best interests of our families.  

improve or enrollment will increase 

provide a Catholic education for 
their children. We will continue 
to provide support until every one 
of our current 121 students has 
completed the transition to a new 
school.  Those options include area 

Catholic grade schools for our 7th 
and 8th   grade students and other 
Catholic high schools such as Car-
dinal O’Hara or Buffalo area Catho-
lic high schools.”

The decision is bittersweet, as 
2018 marks the 90th Anniversary of 
Catholic High School education in 
Niagara Falls.  

St. Mary’s High School, the 
original institution, was established 

in 1928 with Bishop Duffy, Madon-
-

lowing as successors to the Catholic 
high school tradition.  Principal / 
President Robert Cluckey described 
the decision as “a very sad but real-
istic one, given the economics and 

and enrollment trends in Niagara 
County.”

 Niagara Catholic Jr. Sr. High School to Close its Doors 
for Good

Man Jumps Overboard on Maid 
of the Mist in Niagara Falls

John B. Daly Blvd. Intersection 
Continues to Cause Problems

Once again the intersection of 
John B Daly & Falls Street is the 
scene of a two car motor vehicle 
accident. The Buick was travelling 
eastbound from the casino lot on 
when it collided with the Chevy 
travelling northbound on John B 

Daly Blvd.
After the collision, the Chevy 

spun at least 50 feet on John B Daly 
before coming to a rest

One adult and two kids were 
taken to the hospital as a precaution.

Photos courtesy of Rob Bennett, RobShots

On June 28, 2018 at approx-

Police- Niagara Dispatch received a 
report that an 18-year-old male sub-
ject went into the Lower Niagara 
River near the Horseshoe Falls from 
a Maid of The Mist Boat during a 
regularly scheduled tour.

reacted and were able to pull the 
subject from the river using their 
utility vessel.

He was turned over to New 

Initial investigation revealed 
that this was an intentional act on 
the part of the 18-year-old subject.

Subject was taken to Niagara 
Falls Memorial Medical Center for 
mental health evaluation.

Maid of the Mist Corporation 

response which ultimately saved the 
man’s life.

Photo courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The 
Action Niagara Falls
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara 
County

Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week
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This column, in light of the Inde-

from the Declaration of Independence, and 
agenda Item 15 from the Niagara Falls City 
Council meeting of June 6th.

The Declaration of Independence is a 
wonderful document. Beautifully written, 
easy to read and able to stir your emotions, 
even 242 years later. It is, among other 
things, a list of grievances against King 
George III and his minions.

If you read it today, and think about 
the massive expansion of our federal 
government beyond its Constitutional 
bounds, it’s somewhat ironic that what our 
Founding Fathers complained about more 
than two centuries ago has mushroomed far 
beyond what they ever envisioned.

One of the grievances against the 

king, listed in the middle of the great Dec-
laration, reads “He has erected a Multitude 

out their Substance.”
I think of that line often, as our feder-

al government has so many agencies, creat-
ed, I’m sure, with the best of intentions. 

We have an alphabet-soup of feder-
al agencies that often “harass our people 
and eat out their substance.” Millions of 

along New York State government, make 
our lives more complicated, and expensive.

A sampling of these agencies includes 
the FCC, EPA, FDA, HHS, HUD, NEA, 
NEH, GSA, DOT, NPS, FTC, et al. Lest 
you think the entire array of alphabet-soup 
agencies have three letters, consider the 
agency that made the agenda of the June 
6th Niagara Falls City Council meeting, 
OSHA, the Occupational Health and Safety 
Administration. (There are other four-letter 
federal agencies, such as USDA and many 
more.)

The federal government, and every 
other government body, taxes its people to 
fund these agencies and an abundance of 
others. 

Some of these agencies may occa-
sionally serve worthwhile purposes, some 
of them may have outlasted their useful-

ness, if they ever had usefulness to begin 
with. OSHA, with the noblest of goals, is 
dreaded by many who operate manufactur-
ing facilities, and I speak from experience.

I believe most people truly familiar 
with how government operates could agree 
that society has become over-regulated. We 
may disagree on the extent of the overregu-
lation, but that great line from the Declara-
tion of Independence rings true for most of 
us over the course of our lives.

And that’s why, despite the many un-
pleasantries that our our President tweets, 
his efforts to deregulate, along with his 
tax cuts, has some of us excited about job 
creation,  increasing prosperity and greater 

By reducing the strangulation caused 
by overregulation, we’re freeing up the 
marketplace and liberating entrepreneurs 
(job-creators) to create jobs, wealth and 
prosperity. The massive improvement in 
business activity, job creation, stock market 
returns and other economic metrics is no 
accident.

But back to Niagara Falls. The June 
6th City Council meeting, agenda item 

-
lution calling for increased OSHA regula-

with some other lines indicating that unions 
in New York State don’t have enough po-

that particular topic for another day.
When my fellow Council members 

and I got to item 15 on the agenda, I had to 
ask my dear colleagues about each line of 
the resolution, to be sure I understood their 
thoughts on the topics discussed. (All four 
of my colleagues sponsored the resolution.) 
I expressed my concerns about the resolu-
tion, and they in varying degrees explained 
their support for the resolution.

In the end, it was a 4-to-1 vote in 
favor of the measure, essentially criticizing 
the President (I agree there are many things 
to criticize but this wasn’t one of them) and 
calling for an expanded federal bureaucra-
cy. You win some, you lose some.

So enjoy your Fourth of July, and 
please reread the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. 

If you have kids, spend a few minutes 
reading it to them and explaining the im-
port of those words. And then think about 
how governments, at all levels, impact your 

Chris Voccio
NF City Councilman
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“What’s that”, they asked, 
when I told a small group of young 
students that the Vietnam Traveling 
Wall would be visiting the city on 
Wednesday, July 11th. “You have 
heard about that war in Vietnam,” 
I asked. “Haven’t you?” None had 
heard. 

 As you read these words, these 
same high school students will 
likely have safely gone to the places 
around the area where they would 
have witnessed the night skies 
producing vivid and colorful explo-

heart rattling noise of their terrible 
and booming expressions of power 
and devastating force.

But by the time that the week is 

over, these young souls will likely 
have forgotten even those sights and 
sounds of the Independence Day 

less their memory or knowledge of 
Vietnam is as far away from their 

where within and upon the cities, 
the roads and the rivers, the muddy 
rice paddies, the jungle-covered 

the briny seas be unknown to them.  
These were the places from 

which came the unearned freedoms 
that were given to them so that they 
can debate among themselves what 
they have the right to have and to 
say. How then would they remem-
ber or know the immortal words 
of Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address?  

Lincoln said, “But, in a larger 
sense, we cannot dedicate -- we can-
not consecrate -- we cannot hallow 
-- this ground. The brave men [and 
women], living and dead, who 
struggled here, have consecrated it, 
far above our poor power to add or 
detract. 

The world will little note, nor 
long remember what we say here, 
but it can never forget what they did 
here. It is for us the living, rather, to 

work which they who fought here 

have thus far so nobly advanced. 
It is rather for us to be here ded-

icated to the great task remaining 
before us -- that from these honored 
dead we take increased devotion to 
that cause for which they gave the 
last full measure of devotion -- that 
we here highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in vain 
-- that this nation, under God, shall 
have a new birth of freedom -- and 
that government of the people, by 
the people, for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth.

Stan Zimmerman and the other 
members of the Niagara Falls Veter-
ans Monument Commission invite 

all area citizens to come on Wednes-
day, July 11th through Monday, July 
16th (2018) to Hyde Park Blvd and 
Pine Avenue, Niagara Falls NY.

A motorcycle escort will lead 
the monument on July 11TH at 

at 500 Crosspoint Pkwy Getsville 
NY.

 I am happy about the reception 
that we give our warriors today, and 

our lack of a reception home. Let’s 
come out and give the Vietnam War 
vets the welcome home that they so 
genuinely deserve.

Ken Hamilton

Vietnam Traveling Wall Visits the American Veterans 
Monuments in Niagara Falls from July 11th - 16th



9

NIAGARA REPORTER JULY 4, 2018 - JULY 10, 2018

From Batman to Wonder Wom-
an, it was a comic book lovers 
dream. 

At the Carnagie Arts Center in 
North Tonawanda organizers held a 
Comic Book Art show. Deed Dew-
ey, the event organizer, said he on 
the ladership role for his dad.

"It was my father's dream to 
hold the event," said Dewey, "but 
sadly he passted away a year and a 
half ago."

Young or old, the event offered 
something for everyone. 

On display were comic books 
from the 1930’s and beyond. 

“I think the most recent one we 
have is from adventure time which 
was 2010. It’s mostly original art. 
We have a few classic comics such 

Ironman, The Avengers, and etc, We 
have so many fun things here and a 
lot of history too,” said Dewey.

The stories and artwork seemed 
to leap off the pages and into peo-
ple’s hearts. Organizers say every-
one needs a hero.

“When you have characters like 
Superman and Captain America, 
who came out during World War II, 
they were American heroes at a time 
when people needed them the most. 
You get characters like Spiderman, 
Fantastic Four and the Incredible 
Hulk; those are all spawn from the 
cold war era,” said Dewey.

For many North Tonawanda res-
idents, seeing the show was a dream 
come true. 

“A lot of these I have actual-
ly touched, held in my hands and 
helped opened the boxes. It was the 
biggest thrill," said Michael La-
manna, North Tonawanda Resident. 
"How many people in the world can 
say that they have held these origi-
nal pieces of art? Not many."

For others it was a thrill to see 
how comic books and the superhe-
ro’s in them have changed over the 
years.

“To see stuff from the 1950’s 
up to the the 2000's, and how it has 
changed over time, is really cool,” 
said Joe Griffo, North Tonawanda 
Resident.

There was also face painting, 

of the items given away were pret-
tuy rare, too. 

There is no doubt another focus 
of the event was to encourage resi-

comic books and to start their own 
collections. 

“I told my son," said Keith 
Fedler, North Tonawanda resident, 
"that I wish I had saved some of my 
old comic books from when I was a 
kid. My son started collecting a few 
years ago and already has well over 
1,000 copies. It's incredible how 
infectious, and rewarding, collecting 
can be."

Kids also got a lesson on how to 
create their own comic book covers; 
coming up with their own charac-
ters and story lines or using existing 
ones. 

Through art, organizers say chil-
dren can learn lifelong lessons. 

“It encourages kids to draw and 
understand that art can be wonderful 
entertainment," said Carlos Torres, 
illustrator and art teacher. "Every-

-

ered how to create something with 
a utensil - either a pen, pencil or 
whatever it was - and I believe that 
everyone has the ability to contin-
ue doing it. You just have to feel 
inspired to do it.

Dewey says he had not planned 
on holding another comic book 
show next year but if he does, he 
says it will focus on the "art of war."

North Tonawanda Comic Book Art Show a Success 
Brendan McDonough
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The Common Council Workshop 
on Tuesday night began with city 
leaders getting an education on water 
meters.

North Tonawanda Assistant City 
Engineer Chelsea Spahr talked about 
water meters testing, the different 
types of water meters, and successful 
projects.

The City of North Tonawanda 
has over 11,800 water meters with 
an average age of about 15 years. To 
combat an aging system, she pro-
posed a total overhaul with a goal 
of achieving more accurate reads of 
water usage.

“The cost of the project would 
be just over 6 million dollars,” said 
Spahr, “but we would have to see 
how much we get back in grant mon-
ey before we can move forward with 
anything.”

If this does come to fruition, the 
city would most likely contract out to 

a private company to install the water 
meters so that everything can get 
done at one time. 

Also discussed was the possibility 
of using LED street lights in North 
Tonawanda.

Jason Kulazsweski is the clean 
energy coordinator at UBI and says 
North Tonawanda could see a consid-
erable savings.

“LED street light conversions can 
reduce street light costs by up to 65 
percent,” said Kulazweski.

Kulazweski has offered to volun-
teer 50 hours of his time for free tech-
nical assistance if the City decides to 

move forward on this.
The conversation then turned 

from saving energy to saving lives. 
Jenna Brinkworth from Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute, who works to estab-
lish smoke free zones, says she would 
like to see the front of North Tonawa-
nda City Hall be smoke free.

“This is really protecting public 
health against the dangers of second 
hand smoke,” said Brinkworth.

She brought smoke free signs 
with her, but weather or not city 

-
ing the front of municipal buildings 
smoke free remains up in the air.

Four-legged 
Friends Put 

Best Paw For-
ward at Local  

Dog Show

From poodles to pugs, dogs of 
all shapes and sizes were putting 
their best paws forward. 

It’s all part of the annual Mc-
Guire Group’s Northgate Health 
Care Facility’s annual dog show. 
They have been holding the event 
for the past 9 years. 

Prizes were awarded to dogs 
for best in show, best trick, best 

Organizers say that, win or 
lose, everyone always has a good 
time. 

“We do this once a year," said 
Sara Piazza, Activities Director, 
"and bringing dogs into the facility 
really brightens up our residents' 
day. We enjow getting the com-
munity involved and it is just a 
really fun tradition that we plan on 
keeping." 

From dancing to barking on 
command these four-legged friends 

dozen dogs took part in the event 
and judges say they had a hard 
time choosing winners. 

For the residents of the facil-
ity it’s a one day event aimed at 
having a good time and improving 
their overall health.

because animals bring such joy to 
them," said Judith Ogden, Contest 
Judge. "Whether it’s dogs, cats 
or goats, all that matters are the 
smiles it brings to our residents 
faces.

Next year they are hoping even 
more dogs and owners will partic-
ipate.

Brendan McDonough

Brendan McDonough

Overhaul to Water Meter System, Solar Street Lights, & 
Smoke Free City Buildings Discussed at Council Workshop
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The temperatures outside are 
soaring, so too are sales at area 
ice cream shops. 

At Jamie’s on Nash Road, 
workers say business this past 
week has been brisk. 

They say when the mercury 
rises there is no better way to 
cool off that with some cold ice 
cream.

“It has been pretty busy," said 
Victoria Zanatian, a server at the 
ice cream shop. 

the summer time. Our pizza place 
gets busy when it's cool and 
our ice cream sales go through 
the roof when it's warm. I think 
people are just craving ice cream 
during this hot weather. Not to 
mention, t’s a good excuse to 
come outside and get some fresh 
air."

Workers say the orange 
chocolate custard has been one 

summer. 
Jamie’s is open each day 

11am - 10pm and is located at 
1401 Nash Rd.

Ice Cream Sales Soaring as 
Heatwave Continues

Brendan McDonough




