
Whether it is black discharge 
from the wastewater treatment plant 
or a looming $13 million budget 

next year for residents with possi-
ble service cuts and tax increases, 

things don't look good in Niagara 
Falls.

It may not have come as a shock 
to many earlier this month when 
Wall Street's Fitch Ratings Service 
downgraded the city's credit worthi-
ness and revised the outlook from 
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"We need to give people something to stay for . . . we need to 
give them hope for the future."

stable to negative.

large measure, from the gaming 
deadlock between the state and the 
Seneca Nation over revenue sharing 
from the casino; a portion of which 
the state shared with Niagara Falls.  

Here's what Fitch had to say in 
its downgrade analysis:

"The downgrade and Outlook 

city's gap-closing capacity given the 
Seneca Indian Nation's decision in 
mid-2017 to cut off casino gambling 
moneys it paid to the state.  The 
resultant weakening of reserve level 

-
silience, with limited prospects for 
a near-term resumption of revenue 
transfers."

As we reported exclusively two 
weeks ago, the arbitration process 
between the state and the Senecas is 
now set to begin in December and 
it could take months, or possibly 
longer, for any resolution to take 
place that would result in payments 
resuming. If ever.

Never mind rumors that Gov-

-
cially after he wins re-election in 
November. The outlook right now is 

grim and hovering over all of this is 
an upcoming mayoral election next 
year.  

So who would want to lead a 
city facing so many challenges?  
One possibility, although he hasn't 
formally announced, is current 
Board of Education President and 
local Niagara Falls attorney Robert 
Restaino.

"We need to offer our citizens 
hope for the future, a new vision," 
says Restaino who is now in pri-
vate practice after serving as a City 
Court Judge.

In a recent interview at his 800 

stopped short of saying he will run 
next year but it was clear he had 
a sparkle in his eye when talking 
about the city.

He seemed ready to jump out of 
his seat when talking about Niagara 
Falls and the problems it faces as 
if he could not wait to tackle them 
himself.

"We have large industrial areas 
of the city that are vacant and we 
need to do a better job of marketing 
those opportunities," says Restaino, 
noting that a major New York City 
software company recently ex-
panded its operations to a site near 

Rochester.
"I don't think we are doing 

enough to grow the non-tourism 
business side of the city," says the 
former jurist who said back in Jan-
uary of 2017, during an interview 
with this reporter, that he's been 
thinking about a mayoral run for a 
long time.

In that interview, he said "I think 
we need to put ourselves squarely 
in the job market, especially in the 
industries of the day; we need to be 
in the hunt."  

That theme continues to domi-
nate his outlook as he contemplates 
a formal announcement for mayor 
in the fall.

Incumbent Mayor Paul Dyster, 
a Democrat like Restaino, won a 
narrow election in 2015 and is now 
serving his third term.  Dyster has 
not revealed his plans for next year 
but many political observers believe 
he is hoping for a state job from 
Governor Cuomo.  

Dyster has supported the gover-
nor through thick and thin, includ-
ing during the last gaming crisis 
that pushed Niagara Falls to the 
brink and the four-year struggle to 

Hamister Hotel project.

As for the casino money, 
Restaino said it is hard to argue with 
the city using those funds for some 

is when it becomes the principle 
piece of budget negotiations."

While conceding that residents 
could face a double hit with next 
year's budget, given the circum-
stances, Restaino says job cuts are 
not the answer because of the poten-
tial impact to services.  

"It will probably take a combina-
tion of things [to get through cri-
sis]," says Restaino, "and I believe 
there's an opportunity to do more 
in the way of shared government 
services that will help reduce costs.  
We need to be innovative and cre-
ative. Find ways to get it done."

"Restaino would be a very strong 
candidate," says Republican Mike 
Gawel, an observation suggesting 
that Restaino might have bipartisan 
support should he decide to run.

Despite the problems facing Ni-
agara Falls, Restaino still believes 
in the City he has lived in through-
out his life.

"We need to give people some-
thing to stay for," says Restaino.  

"We need to give them hope for 
the future."

(Cont. from cover)
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We had a good show in front 
of City Hall just before the last City 
Council meeting just prior to our 
August recess. And since that show 
there have been multiple media 
reports and posts on social media 
demonizing me as anti-union (not 
true) and completely distorting the 
Janus issue.

 For those of you who didn’t 
follow the whole episode, it relates 
to a Supreme Court decision in the 
case of Janus v. AFSCME. AFSC-
ME is a huge and powerful govern-
ment employees union, and Janus 
was a member who sued his union 
and eventually won in front of the 
high court.

 My friends and colleagues 

on the Council decided to hold a 
press conference denouncing Janus. 
The mayor and other city leaders 
also participated in the festivities. I 
stated publicly that it was a mistake 
to do this because it could appear 
that the “management” of the city 
(the mayor, the administrator, the 
department heads and the council) 
would be less prone to make budget 
cuts when it came time to budgeting 
for 2019, meaning our $13 million 

-
payers.

 Because of my position, I’ve 
been called a lot of names. “An-
ti-working-class extremist” was the 
best so far. The name-calling is OK. 
I get it. But an understanding of the 

helpful.
 Following is part of an anal-

ysis published in the Washington 
Post from two university professors, 
James Feigenbaum of Boston Uni-
versity and Alexander Hertel-Fer-
nandez of Columbia University. 
They found that after similar rulings 
at the state level…

“…unions shift their efforts 
away from political mobilization 
and toward membership recruitment 
and retention. They make fewer 
campaign contributions and are 

less likely to conduct campaigns to 
get Democratic voters to the polls. 
Democratic vote share and turnout 
falls in presidential, gubernatorial 
and congressional elections.”

 And this is the reason for the 
show in front of City Hall, and this 
is the reason so many politicians in 
states like New York want to scare 
you about Janus.

 As Feigenbaum and Her-
tel-Fernandez point out, unions only 
increase their reason for being, ser-
vice to their members. But they may 
spend less money on politicians. 
And that is a threat to many.

 All of which means trouble 
for Governor Cuomo, who receives 
massive infusions of cash from 
union political action committees. 
If you support the governor, than 
opposition to Janus makes a lot of 
sense.

 At the local level, consider 
this: Union political campaign con-
tributions fund the very politicians 
condemning Janus. Also mixed into 
this wonderful little stew is the fact 
that there are people who work for 
the governor who used to work for 
the unions, and there are people 
who work for the unions who used 

-

campaign contribution from unions. 
There is nothing illegal with any of 
this, but it has led to the one-party 
rule that has created the Niagara 
Falls of today.

 Niagara Falls is a one-party 
city. Sure, we’ve occasionally had 
Republican mayors. But the fact of 
the matter is the Niagara Falls City 
Council, the legislative body of the 
city, hasn’t had a Republican ma-
jority in two generations, some say 
since 1964.

 Look around you. Drive up 
and down Pine Avenue. Or Main 
Street. Or Highland Avenue. Drive 
along Buffalo Avenue.

 If you like what you see, 
then one-party rule has done well 
for Niagara Falls. Janus is a threat 
to the ruling party, not just politi-
cians but the bosses who throw so 
much money at them. So if you like 
the state of Niagara Falls today, then 
you should view Janus negatively.

 But if you’re not happy with 
things. If you don’t think the ruling 
party has created a vibrant, prosper-
ous Niagara Falls, perhaps it’s time 
for a change. 

Chris Voccio is a Niagara 
Falls City Councilman and can be 
reached at ChrisVoccio@gmail.
com.

Chris Voccio
NF City Councilman

Chris's Corner: The Real Impact of Janus
Chris Voccio is a Niagara Falls City Council member and can be 

reached at ChrisVoccio@gmail.com.
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For the second time in about a week, Niagara WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Fire Department responding to the 1900 block of Cudaback for a 
“bad reaction” to synthetic weed.

accident.
-There was a fatal stabbing in the City of Lockport Fatal at Pine Street and Heri-
tage Court late Sunday evening / early Monday morning.
-Niagara Falls police surrounded a home where an unoccupied vehicle, that 
matches the description of one that was possibly involved in the armed robbery at 
the Family Dollar, was found.

Pine and Heritage Court.
-A North Tonawanda man faces life in prison after being convicted of a drug 
charge in federal court. Joel Jimenez-Rodriguez, 38, was caught with 30 kilo-
grams of cocaine hidden in a vehicle and charged with possession with intent to 
distribute.
-A tourist from Ohio had her purse stolen just minutes after arriving at the Wynd-
ham Garden Hotel in Downtown Niagara Falls on Friday evening, police say. Just 

and discovered it was gone.
-A robber hid in the stock room of a Family Dollar for almost two hours Sunday 
evening before robbing the store at gunpoint. The robber emerged from the stock 
room & dragged an employee to the front of the store holding a gun to her head, 
according to police reports.
-Niagara Falls police responding to Welch Avenue for an assault using a bag of 
kitty litter.
-A Niagara Falls man, Nyjier Scott, plead not guilty on Monday to charges stem-
ming from him shooting a man in the knee during an attempted robbery on Pierce 
Avenue. The victim, who had just withdrew money from an ATM, is recovering.
-Police are urging residents to be alert while driving by Packard Court after a 
truck driver had his window shattered after 10pm on Saturday, July 21st. Police 

incident occurred.
-The Niagara Falls Water Board is warning ratepayers of a possible scam where 
salespersons may attempt to persuade them into believing their company needs to 
test the water on behalf of the NFWB while trying to sell a water softener or water 

-Niagara Falls police responded to 19th and Walnut for a car that crashed into a 

-Niagara Falls police responded to Walmart Thursday afternoon for a purse 

medium length hair. Suspect snatched the pursue while inside the store and ran 
out.
-Niagara Falls Fire Department responding to Dunkin Donuts on 66th Street and 
Niagara Falls Boulevard for an overdose.
-Niagara Falls police responded to Pierce Avenue in the early morning hours of 

bullets and no injuries were reported.
-Niagara Falls police engaged in a foot chase near 15th and Pierce Avenue Friday 

another individual entered the vehicle and drove off. The vehicle has not yet been 
located.
-Niagara Falls Police and Fire Department responded to a stabbing and possible 
robbery attempt on Cudaback Avenue.   The victim is in stable condition.
-Niagara Falls Police arrested three individuals Saturday afternoon after they were 
seen shooting a paintball gun at people and houses.

LIKE "THE ACTION 
NIAGARA FALLS" 
ON FACEBOOK!!

Photos courtesy of Rob Bennett, RobShots

Niagara Active, Upper Mountain, Lewiston 1, and New York State 
Parks Police assisted an elderly man up the stairs at Devils Hole after he 
took a tumble while walking the path on Sunday July 29th. The man was 
taken to the hopital to be checked out and be treated for some abrasions he 
suffered during the fall. It was reported that the man started to walk back 
up on his own but at some point it became too much and needed help.

Photo courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls

Gorge Rescue
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A message from Reclaim Niagara:
Niagara Falls was once a very 

prosperous city. But little by little, over 
the course of generations, the State and 

resources from our City for itself.
Our world wonder, the Niagara 

Falls, was taken away and is now a 

from. The Power Project was once a 
privately owned entity that paid a huge 
sum of property taxes to the City. Now, 
it is a State Authority that pays our City 
zero property taxes.

The State even took all of our 
waterfront land. The State has also 

Casino money, too, despite the fact 
that our City provides all of the public 
safety and infrastructure to the casino, 

The list of injustices that Niagara 
Falls has suffered from the hands of the 
State goes on and on. And there is not 
one person or politician to blame. It is 

just the way things have been done to 
us for generations. But that does not 
have to be the end result. It is time that 
we grab Albany’s attention. We are 
not asking for more. We are asking the 
State to take less!

Steve Jobs said, “the ones who see 
things differently, they’re not fond of 
rules, they have no respect for the sta-
tus quo. You can quote them, disagree 
with them, glorify and vilify them. 
About the only thing you can’t do is ig-
nore them because they change things.”

We understand that we have an 
impossible road ahead. We understand 
that the State may continue to ignore 
our efforts and pleas for help. But that 
will not stop us! That will not deter 
us! Reclaim Niagara will not go away 
under the State changes its parasitic re-
lationship with the City of Niagara Falls.

Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1500 block of Pierce Ave 

house and car were struck and bullet casings recovered from the 

scene. No injuries were reported and no info on the suspect.

Paintball Shooters 
Arrested

Niagara Falls Police arrested 
three individuals after they were 
seen shooting a paintball gun at peo-
ple and houses on Saturday after-
noon.

-
cupants were seen shooting at a guy 
on a bike on Niagara Street. A little 
while later, there was another report 
that a house on 77th Street was shot 
at.

Niagara Falls Police caught up 
with the vehicle at 61st & Stephen-
son and all three occupants were 
arrested. Vehicle description and 
license plate matched that given by 
the callers. The suspect were posi-

-
es of each event.

Police recovered a paintball gun, 
a face shield, and CO2 canisters.

Shots Fired!! Sinking Quickly

Residents living in the 700 block of Spruce Avenue are growing 

increasingly concerned about this sink hole forming on their 

street. One resident told us that he went out and found a cone 

to put over the sinkhole after running it over and damaging his 

vehicle so that hopefully this wont happen to anyone else.

Rally Participants Swarm 
NF State Park in Effort to 

'Reclaim Niagara'

Photo courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls Photo courtesy of Samar Hamilton, The Action Niagara Falls
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara 
County

Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week
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ACAPULCO Mexican Restaurant, 
located at 707 Main Street, Tonawanda 

I don’t think I have ever mentioned 
that Mexican is probably my favorite 
type of food, but that also means that 
I am a little tougher when it comes to 
what’s good and what’s not.

This restaurant is brand new and at 
lunchtime it was slammed with people! 

Along with me for this review 
was my partner-in-crime Mandy and 
we (obviously) started with a frozen 
margarita. What’s that saying about day 

We couldn’t resist the margarita 
after sitting at the bar and having two 
machines mixing them right in front of 
us.

We started off with the Nacho’s su-
preme, which consisted of homemade 
tortilla chips smothered and topped 
with cheese, beef, lettuce, tomato, gua-

camole and yes more cheese! 
Every chip had all the ingredients 

on it, which is a rarity because most of 

are loaded and the ones underneath are 
dry. 

I love nachos but hate ordering 
them and having to turn the plate 
around just to get a bit here and bit 
there. I know many of you can proba-
bly relate!

Anyway, these were perfectly situ-
ated so all of the chips had a little bit of 
everything on them, which is a HUGE 
plus in my book.  

For an entre, I had the shrimp taco 
and the Tilapia taco while Mandy had 
the chicken quesadilla. Although I love 
Mandy, she is absolutely boring and 
gets the same thing wherever she goes. 
Live a little Mandy!

The tacos come out plain and there 
is a topping bar that you walk up to and 
top your own food (which is kind of a 
cool idea). There is a wide variety of 
toppings such as Pico de Gallo, jalape-
nos, radishes, guacamole sauce, cilan-
tro, and a variety of sauces.

Both of my tacos were as fresh 
as can be and cooked perfectly after I 
choose my toppings. I honestly could 
not have enjoyed them more!

Unfortunately, I was in a hurry or 
would have ordered more. The chicken 
quesadilla was seasoned perfectly and 
was very tasty.  Mandy says it was the 
best she has ever had, which is saying 
a lot because it’s all she ever eats (and I 
mean ever). 

My margarita hit the spot on such 
a hot day and I longed for another of 
them for hours after we left.  All in all 

and it was fantastic to say the least.  
No waiting, great food, and tasty 

drinks is my go-to kind of place.  I 

many of the other menu items.  

Give it a try! I know you will enjoy 
it.  

Send me some ideas of your favor-
ite restaurants and I will give them a try 
and tell them YOU sent me!

 Restaurant Review: ACAPULCO Mexican Restaurant

Jamie DePetris
Food Expert/Critic
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The Internal Revenue Service will 
soon be rolling out more of the details 
of President Trump’s Opportunity Zone 
initiative that was passed on Decem-
ber 22, 2017.  The program may be a 
federal tax cut for investors, but it may 
also be a jobs program for the cities of 
Niagara County and its poorest neigh-
borhoods, if done right.

According to the IRS, an Opportu-
nity Zone is an economically-distressed 
community where new investments, 
under certain conditions, may be 
eligible for preferential tax treatment. 
The IRS goes on to say that, “Localities 
qualify as Opportunity Zones if they 
have been nominated for that designa-
tion by the state and that nomination 

the U.S. Treasury via his delegation 
authority to the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.”

Apparently, several areas of Niag-
ara Falls, North Tonawanda, Lockport 
and the Tuscarora Reservation have 
actually and sadly passed muster in 

Highland Avenue’s Census Tract 
202 is one.  Others include North 
Main Street’s Tract 205 , which runs 
along the gorge and includes Mayor 
Paul Dyster’s home, City Hall and 

school board member Russ Petrozzi’s 

and include the Aquarium of Niagara 
Falls and most of the downtown tourist 
area.  Tract 212's area south of Pine 
Avenue between the 9th Street alley 
and 17th Street containing the NFM-
MC, the NACC, and the bulk of NFR’s 
holdings qualify; as well as Tract 217 
running south of Niagara Street, east 
of Hyde Park and then south of Pine 
Avenue, and containing the bulk of the 
city’s heavy industrial areas have also 

Additionally, North Tonawanda’s 
Census Tract 229, which is centered 
on the Oliver Street corridor between 

four or more blocks on either side 
also qualify, as does Fisherman’s and 
Gratwick Riverside parks, and much of 

include all of the Tuscarora Reserva-
tion and most of the city of Lockport as 
well.

Here’s what I mean by, “if done 
right.”

Our cities have a propensity to 
believe that ‘exterior decorating’ and 
creating jobs are one and the same.  
They are not. Simply because a new 
industry comes into your town it isn't 

poverty levels of those living within the 
area's borders.  Those are the citizens 
who will circulate their wages with 
the existing and new  businesses, raise 
families, send their children to school 
every day, and take pride in building 
their homes and maintaining their 
properties.  

Similar programs have come to 
the city before.  I know, because I was 
the a founder and VP of the Area One 
Community Preservation Corporation 

the 1980s when the Economic Devel-

opment Zone came to Niagara County 
through our organization. Highland’s 
Braun Horticulture was within the 
1-square mile footprint and was the 
1st company to apply.  While they no 
longer manufacture there, they are still 
operating as a product forwarder.

While Braun saw some successes 
with the program, eventually the walk-
up workers from the community were 
replaced by suburbanites who soon 
parked their new pickup trucks along-
side the buildings.

With the general lackluster results 
of the EDZ program, the 1-square 
mile footprint of the zone was whittled 
through, removing every street, side-
walk, medium, park, school, church, 
residential area and the likes where 
industry was unlikely to develop; and 
then the slices were then proposed to 
be sprinkled along the Buffalo Avenue 
corridor and the 47th Street and Royal 
Avenue-area to aid those businesses’ 
development.

Now, here’s the rub.  The thing 
about which many residents have long 
complained is that the residents in the 
communities whose measurements of 
their poverty either created or aided 
in the development of the new and/or 
sustaining jobs weren’t  mandated to be 

included in those companies' payrolls.
I protested to the city council that 

the debit of those jobs should be cred-
ited to the people of the community 

then-Councilman John Accardo who 
tabled the proposed distribution until he 
could see if my request of resident in-
clusion was possible. The next month, 
with nothing that could be done, it was 
off the table, voted upon and reluctant-
ly passed. 

Now some 35-years later, BOHI-
CA, here it comes again?  Not only is 
the Highland community far poorer 
than it was back then, and is still the 
poster child of poverty that attracts 
funding to the city, actually proving a 
need for Trump’s program, the massive 
poverty has sadly trickled down and 
through the neighborhood in which the 
mayor lives, and then up the river to 
North Tonawanda and down the Erie 
Canal to Lockport. The results clearly 
show that have to do it better this time.

And maybe this time we can actu-
ally help the people of Niagara Falls, 
North Tonawanda, Lockport and the 
Tuscarora Reservation who need it the 
most, taking the burden off the shoul-
ders of those working poor who have 
long carried them.  Just maybe?

Ken Hamilton

Trump’s Opportunity Development Zones May 
be a Good Thing
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On Saturday, July 28th, peo-
ple across North Tonawanda came 
together to help a family affected by 
tragedy.

On the early morning hours 

6730 MacIntosh Lane. Despite the 
family living there escaping, they 

It was at this point the North 
Tonawanda community came 
together to help raise money for 
the family. Residents organized a 

-

family.
MacIntosh Lane might have 

been closed to vehicles, but there 

came out to support their fellow 
North Tonawanda neighbors. Dunk 
tanks, live music, gift baskets and 
bounce houses lined the street for all 
to enjoy. 

It is a true example of neighbors 
helping neighbors for a brighter 
community. 

“We all came together to help 
them,” said Dylan Randall. “It was 
as simple as that. The loss Cin-
dy and her family suffered was a 
shock to all of us. I was there that 
morning. I saw it and how scary 
it was for everyone. All I wanted 

to do from that point on was help 
them get back on their feet as fast as 
possible.”

Randall organized the event 
and has been trying to promote it 
through Facebook and other social 
media outlets. All items have been 
donated from local businesses to 
help the family. 

A common theme from the 
event, and from speaking with Ran-
dall, was that when one family in 
North Tonawanda is in trouble, the 
community rallies to help them. 

“Friends, family, and strangers 
- it didn’t matter - they all wanted 
to step up and help,” said Randall. 
“We even had golf carts to get peo-
ple in and out of the event. There 
simply is no better neighborhood 
than the one we have here.”

The Red Cross did help the fam-
ily with housing and other necessi-

need does not end there. Randall 
says they hope to raise at least 
$30,000 from the event. 

“Within forty-eight hours of 
attending a Town Hall meeting 
they approved us to shut down the 
street for the event,” said Randall. 
“I thank our community leaders as 
well for making this possible.”

It was a one day event that orga-
nizers hoped would go a long way 

in helping the family get back on 
their feet. 

For Randall, the event is 

something that he hopes can be a 
building block for helping the next 
person in need in the future.

Brendan McDonough

Community Rallies to Support Durkin Family 
After Fire Destroys Home
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Hundreds of people across 
North Tonawanda were putting 
their ‘pedal to the metal’ in an ef-
fort to help families of police of-

the Second Annual Badge Honor 
Run on Saturday July 28th.

The event was organized by 
Legion Riders, Chapter 264, and 
the Badge of Honor Association, 
and featured live music, drinks 
and food. For many it is a way to 
raise money and help those who 
need it the most. 

The Badge Of Honor Associ-
-

zation that exists to honor Men 
and Women in Law Enforcement 

and those who go above and be-
yond the call of duty.

“What we do,” said Thomas 
Moss, Event Organizer, “is we 
get money and use it for the fam-

in the line of duty or those who 
have been in traumatic accidents. 
Our main goal is to help people.”

The ride starts at Erie Avenue 
in North Tonawanda and goes 
though Lockport, Amherst and 
ends in Tonawanda. 

Nearly two-hundred riders 
participated in this years event 
and organizers say the ride will 
help families here in Buffalo and 
across all of New York State. 

“Some of the other things 
we do,” said Moss, “is take the 

shopping. We get them gift cards 
and anything else they might 
need.”

Moss says they do not have a 
goal but simply hope to raise as 
much money as possible. 

Next year he says he hopes 
even more riders will be partici-
pating.

Brendan McDonough

Riding to Honor Fallen Heroes
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CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Jamie's Group Family Daycare 
& Pre-School

Looking for dedicated workers who 
enjoy children and have a desire to 

teach young kids. 

Apply in-person or by phone (716) 
432-4443. 




