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Frank Bauhm: The mayor took 
control of a city budget in 2008 that 
was approx $89 million. The may-
or then built the annual city casino 
allotment of approx $18 mil DIRECT-
LY into the ANNUAL BUDGET, 
increasing it to about $107 mil. With 
the casino funds GONE the annual 
budget is SHORT by that amount. This 
isn't rocket science...the mayor mis-
managed the money with the blessing 

of the council since 2008. The state 
directed the city to use casino funds 
for provable economic development 
projects. Instead the city largely used 

-
ment, patronage jobs, overtime, loans 
and grants to city hall friends, $50 
mil courthouse, $44 mil train station, 
vehicles, consultants, outside lawyers, 
building trades program, industrial park 
project and the list is endless. NOW 

THE CUPBOARD IS BARE and the 
administration is crying to the media 
(three newspapers and a TV station in 
a week). Mayor Dyster won the lottery 
and now he's broke. That should be the 
HEADLINE.

Robert Russell: Cuomo didn't care 
about Niagara Falls when he renegoti-
ated the compact. It was his stupidity 
that led to him extending the exclusiv-
ity without extending the payments. 
Technically, the Senecas are in the right 
here.

Charlie McNeely: The move that 
the Senecas pulled with no payments 
after 2016 was genius. Heads should 
roll of whomever didn't catch this in the 
contracts. Dyster is only out for himself 
and looking for an appointed position 
with Cuomo.

Anthony Antonacci: The only 
solution that should of took place years 
ago was to bring in a spending control 
board. We have received $250 million 
from the Seneca's since the casino 
opened. The people of Niagara Falls 
are so stupid to keep electing Dyster. 

doing the same thing and expecting a 
different result. I'm very disgusted and 
frustrated along with many other peo-
ple with the way this city is managed 
and I place blame on the city council 
too for their decisions.

Ian Stirling: The original compact 

was crap, and they bought it. They 

we let them. I don't trust them with a 
single dime, don't care if they found it 

agreement until we have responsible 

We need new fresh leaders that will 
ignore the Senecas money and focus on 
rebuilding without them. Later, when 
a reasonable and achievable plan is in 
place, ask them to partner with the city.
Rebuild, not plunder.

Geoff Conkey: The City bankrupted 

is not the Seneca’s fault whatsoever. 
This money was never intended to 
creep into the general budget, nor was 
it meant to be blown on brilliant ideas 
with absolutely no return on investment 
like the train or police stations. There 
is zero competence, nor has there been 
for several decades, in city or county 
government. Even if they accomplish 
the imaginary goal of becoming a 
Mecca for tourism, it will do absolutely 
nothing in terms of creating enough 
jobs/wealth to regenerate the decaying 
swaths of the city. This is all pretend. I 
hate to say this, but barring a miracle, 
anyone who says the city isn’t heading 
towards insolvency is either a fool or 
choosing to be ignorant

Erin May Ryan: I would save 
Niagara Falls by giving entire city back 
to Seneca's.
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Rose Bruno: Thank you Robert 
and David.

Michael Federspiel: Glad it is 
working out for the veterans and 

kids. Embarassing that the City has 
to get a handout.

Denise Marie Strope: Oh good 
thank you guys who did donate your 
time. Gonna see many smile's from 
all those kids!

Laurie Guinn: Pretty sad when 
the private sector has a bailout the 
city Niagara Falls.

Sam Archie: 
show but before people pat every-
one on the back why don’t you talk 
to business or residents in the area 
they have a different opinion.

Jen Capton: On every other issue 
the many pay for the misdeeds of 
a few. I could care less where the 

Park.....safety should be our number 
one concern. 

I have only been back home a 
couple of years, but every 4th i 

path of destruction, you would feel 
differently.

Tina Dolson: Smh! People 

around here are so short sighted. 
That money could have been used 
to open up one of these closed down 
youth centers! 

Give the kids something to do in 
this dead ass town for the summer. 

'generic' for years! The casino has a 

The people around here are looking 
for solutions, for a broken down 
town, in the wrong places. Fire-
works? REALLY!? Out of all of the 
things this town needs, y’all cried 

Dan Dusher: With all the is-

clear the park after it's over? The 
park closes at dusk, so they are just 
extending hours one night, therefore 
the park is closed once the event is 
over.

Aggie Cicco: Thanks to all respon-
sible to bring about this celebration.

Carol Bevilacqua: Why can't 
everyone just be positive. Thanks 
KeyBank!
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Dave Hathaway: And Dyster 
want to use the pothole buster that 
only last maybe a year. Waste of 

right way without using a cheap 
blacktop.

Ross Johnson Jr.: Dyster needs 
-

responsible Mayor instead of blam-
ing all his problems on the casino 
money.

Max Teller: Wait till the tourists 
start coming. They will never come 
here again. The roads around even 
the casino area are a mess. No pot-

Greg Etopio: What's worse is the 

was replaced in September. It's low-
er at the end of the driveway than 
before, so every time I pull off the 
apron my car scrapes the ground. 
Water now pools in places too. The 
other end of the four block long 
street (shouldn't have been hard to 
lay it evenly) is perfectly even with 
the driveway aprons.

Betty Pasquantino Foster: 
East Falls Street was done last year. 
What a mess! I wish the mayor 
would drive down EVERY street in 
this city and just see what it's like.

Frank Bauhm: The New York 
State Comptroller ordered the city 
- following a blistering 2013 state 

The MAYOR and COUNCIL went 
ahead misusing the casino revenue 

budget every year since then. And 
NOW everyone is surprised that the 
money is gone, that it's been mis-
used and that the budget is in disas-
trous shape. That clucking-around 
sound we hear are the chickens 
coming home to roost.

Kevin Hutchinson: Even the 
roads that were repaired, the were 
done on the cheap, causing water 
line issues.

Michael Panepinto: You should 
appreciate the Falls reporter for 
letting us know what's really going 
on over there Niagara Falls Gazette 
wouldn't print any of this.

Michael Ormike: They weren’t 
asleep at the switch in regards to the 
non-interest bearing account this 

someone got paid on the sly. You 

Tim Huether:
wonder who the original sleuth 
was? 

John Russell: And these are the 
kind of things that got us where 
we are! And worse yet, it wasn’t 

in charge! But guess what, we did 

Lisa Talarico: The Niagara 

out who's friend or family member 

JoAnn D'Aloise-Bennett: 
Doesn't take a rocket scientist to 

money...should have been a given a 
long time ago.

Ronald Bitting: It's awful that 
we the citizens of this city are the 
ones that suffer from these so called 
political leaders decisions !! And 
the Niagara Falls two-page Gazette 
won't publish real news; this is 
something the people should know. 
This city has depleted from 240,000 
people to roughly 40,000 in a 35 
year span simply because of the 
political leaders.

Ed Polka: You can't teach that 
stupid!!!!

Annette Lu Niagara Quar-
anto: So many banks paying good 
interest rates.

James Smith: This story is just 
amazing. Whether political moti-
vated or not the particulars are just 
amazing.

Lew Blevins Jr.: 5 Million in 
potential interest lost. Who would 
NOT put that sum of money into an 
interest bearing account? Ineptitude 
at its best.

Lynne Nichols Scheiner: Is 
this really so? Why weren't the 
board members upset?
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Bill Myrtle: Tearing down histo-

ry what bout almost scum houses in 

city that bums and addicts can get 

hurt in tear them down oh wait just 

get a new mayor.

Dan Davis: Make it a history of 

Deveaux School Museum. Barn 

Doors and all!

Dan Dusher: It was a state 

owned building in a state park that 

the state basically abandoned and 

allowed the roof to completely blow 

off in a previous storm. A build-

ing that they attempted to work 

on the mortar for the bricks and 

used something that was basically 

destroying the bricks. So, when 

making cracks about the city, it was 

100% state mismanagement that 

caused this building to be unstable.

Joe Marielle: State or City [mis-

management] they're both incom-

petent. They deserve each other the 

problem is we've had to suffer the 

Vince Filippelli: I think here’s 

the reasoning; oops, tear it down 

so in 5-10 years taxpayers can pay 

to build a replica and guess what? 

There will be a politician there 

doing a ribbon cutting and a speech 

about how they’re helping to bring 

our history back.

Stan Zimmerman: I agree whole-

heartedly with others on this topic 

, this was the work of NYS with an 

assist from Mother Nature! That 

beautiful structure should of been 

saved, why did it not have historical 

status? All over the city there are 

or a child ! That I put on city admin-

istration and the property owner!

Debra Wendt: Bad judgement. 

And why would anyone take the 

original materials, bricks to build a 

replica when the taxpayers (whose 

money is always being used be-

cause prime land was given to the 

Seneca Nation although New York 

taxes EVERY ONE else to death) 

could have been utilized to fortify 

the original carriage house. Cutting 

down all of the beautiful old growth 

trees on Lewiston Road. Razing all 

of the beautiful, historical architec-

ture the city was famous for. In its 

wake boarded dilapidated, off the 

tax rolls ruins. Whose brain child 

was this mess?!

Joel Dick: Someone should be 

held accountable for this demoli-

tion. Never thought it would actu-

ally take place. There seemed to be 

ample opposition the past few years. 

NYS’s will has been done. As it will 

on Goat Island. All the trees will be 

removed and Delaware North will 

have their Lodge!! Another family 

is being chased from their home 

town. Thanks NYS.

Tony Swartz: The entire city will 

be history soon. We're one giant 

pothole waiting to happen.

Chris Melson: That’s ok, Niag-

ara Falls looks like it never left the 

civil war era.

Michael Orzolick: If New Your 

State had the Roman Colosseum 

they would tear it down.

Bill Foreman: More money for 

the demolition contractor.

Suzanne Enterline: Sad they didn’t 

save it, darn.
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout 
Niagara County

Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week
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Frank Bauhm: The Dyster ad-

of a BILLION dollars in taxpayer 
casino funds and is SOMEHOW 
broke. That deserves an INVESTI-
GATION not a reassessment.

Charlie McNeely: Since the 
streets are paved with gold you 
shouldn't mind a tax increase.

John Russell: If even the thought 
of a property tax increase gets close, 
I'm out of here. I have completely 
had it with this city and their inex-

I'm done paying for the mistakes. 
I'm retired now so I can go at a mo-
ments notice.

Louis Rizzo: It's not the reassess-
ment that scares me it the tax rates 
here the highest in the Nation. What 

do we get in return? 70% of the 
population collecting some sort of 
public assistance, highest crime city 
in the State ranked 51st in the Na-
tion, streets impassable lined with 
pot holes, low rated school system, 
lowest property values in the Nation 
and the list goes on. The more taxes 
we pay the worst it gets and let's not 
forget 20% of the housing stock is 
abandoned. This is truly a disgrace.

Joanna Jo Romano: They don't 
remotely care if we move we will 
get replaced by foreigners, pedo-
philes and low income to enhance 
his poverty industry. That's why a 
former councilwomen constantly 
said, “you're not a tree, move.”

Eric Festor: Sure local govern-
ment screws up the budget, raise as-
sessments, raise taxes, who cares!!!

Marvin Crittenden Sr.: We need a 
better way to inform the parents. I 
didn't know there was a vote.

Jen Capton: Where i lived in NV, you 
heard about a school board meeting 
before anything else. There were bill-
boards out reminding people to vote. 
Radio ads, the campaigners sat outside 
stores to meet the voters. Prople here 
are complacent. Too many sheep in one 
spot creates a false sense of security.

Herb Lewis: The school district doesn't 
do as good of a job as they could do. 

related to voting. This falls mainly on 
the sitting board members to ensure in-
formation is presented to the public so 
everyone is properly informed. About 6 
years ago, the current athletic facilities 
we have was on the ballot for approv-
al. Many voters were unaware that the 
money was coming for the state in the 
form of a grant & summarily, it was 
voted down. That's a microcosm of our 

leadership on the board. The very fact 
that a sitting member decided not to at-
tend the debate only furthers that point. 
Too many people have grown comfort-
able with their positions & don't feel 
any additional pressure to perform, im-
prove or raise the bar of expectations. 
Thus we have what we do.

Kevin Flynn: Board elections need to 
be moved to November. They do this 
on purpose.

Annette Lu Niagara Quaranto: More 
informing the public needs to be con-
sidered for a bigger turnout. Everyone 
is not on Facebook to see events.

Dana Calanan: Yes and even those of 
us who are on FB still may not see the 
event until it has passed.

Bruce Brewer: I'd rather have peo-
ple who follow the issues vote. 1,600 
informed votes are better than 35k that 
are not.
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There was a time not too long ago 
when the City of Niagara Falls was 
capable of putting on a show that could 
attract thousands of visitors without the 
lure of a slot machine.

That was, of course, before the 
Seneca Niagara Casino opened on 
Fourth St. on Dec. 31, 2002, on the site 
formerly occupied by the Niagara Falls 
Convention and Civic Center.
It was just the year before--in 2001-- 
that thousands jammed the old Con-
vention Center to see "Baby" Joe Mesi 
score two TKO victories on his way 
to the world number one ranking in 
putting together one of the longest un-
beaten records in professional boxing 
history, 36 in all.

Tonawanda native "Baby" Joe Mesi 
was at the height of his fame when he 
took the ring in Niagara Falls, known 
as the region's "third professional fran-
chise" with the Bills and Sabres being 
the other two and as popular a sports 

It looked like the sky was the limit for 
Mesi's career as fans recall the excite-
ment generated by his ring exploits, 
particularly those two nights in April 
and in July in Niagara Falls when he 

Jorge Luis Gonzalez and then won a 
TKO over "Smokin" Joe Cooper who 
had once fought for the heavyweight 
title.

-
ment was incredible," recalls Angelo 
Morinello who owns the Italian restau-
rant La Cucina Di Mamma in Niagara 
Falls.  "It seemed like everybody was 
there, everybody you knew came to 
cheer on "Baby Joe."

They were great times for "Baby" 
Joe and Niagara Falls, and while Mesi's 
boxing career was cut short by injury 
in 2004 when he was sidelined for two 
years by a head injury, losing his num-
ber one ranking by the World Boxing 
Council, he never lost his popularity 
with local fans, the ones that turned 
out to see him take the ring in Niagara 
Falls.

Mesi was recently inducted into the 
New York State Boxing Hall of Fame 
and will be inducted into the Greater 
Buffalo Sports Hall of Fame in October 
with details set to be announced at a 
June 6 press conference in Buffalo at 
the Key Center.

The honors may be a little late 
coming, but nonetheless "Baby" Joe is 
grateful and appreciative his unbeaten 

Falls.
"It was just a great venue and I'll 

never forget those nights," said "Baby" 
Joe recently.  "It was a big part of my 
career and my boxing history, and I'm 
so glad I was able to give Niagara Falls 
and Western New York something to 
cheer about.

Joe and his wife Michele have 
three children and these days Joe works 
as a medical supply salesman for Ab-
bott Medical.  

His ring victories in Niagara Falls 
are in stark contrast to the dismal plight 
of the Cataract City these days as it 
struggles to even come up with $25,000 

midst of the gaming dispute that has 
depleted the city’s treasury with no slot 
revenue coming in.

There's no savior in sight for the 

too bad there wasn't a sports star like 
a Joe Mesi to ride into town and give 
everybody a lift, like he did not too 
long ago at a venue that is now part of 
the city's history.

Maybe in hindsight, city and state 
leaders would have been better off 
keeping the Convention Center around 

and putting on events instead of putting 
all their money on a gambling casino 
that pays no taxes and pays nothing for 
the use of the land in the center of the 
city as the gaming dispute drags on.
Too bad you can't come back for one 

could sure use your drawing power in 
the same way the city was able to cash 
in on Nik Wallenda's tightrope walk 
across the falls in 2012.

Sadly, Nik is gone, and so are you.  
But Niagara Falls won't forget either 
one of you anytime soon.  

DAYS OF GLORY, AND 'BABY' JOE MESI LONG 
GONE FOR FALLS

Tony Farina
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Pieces of History are up for 
sale. The North Tonawanda Histo-
ry Museum announced it is selling 
off some of its items. Because of 
the recent court cause the Museum 
is being forced to move from its 
Webster Street location to a loca-
tion on Oliver Street. Executive 
Director Howard Roeske says they 
have been packing up some of the 
stuff and then selling the stuff that 
they do not have room for at the 
new location, for him seeing some 

Tonawanda is bittersweet. 
“I have mixed feelings cause 

some of the things were made here 

to the area, on the other hand, prior 
to a couple of years ago anything 
that was brought to the door was ac-
cepted and it should not have been, 
so those things I am not sorry to see 
go,” said Roeske.

Items from the 1930’s, through 
the 1960’s are up for sale and 
includes everything from books to 

even an old may tag washing ma-
chine. They are being sold for cash 

basis.

and they only have until June 4rd 
to get into the new space. Roeske 
says once they get into the space it 
will then be about another 3 weeks 
to move everything into the new 
space. 

He describes the move as being 
broken down into a three-step 

that is packing the things we will 
need for the new home. The sec-
ond phase is to eliminate the things 
that we are not going forward with, 

and some artifacts,” said Roeske.
The third and last step of this 

-
ing of the museums artifacts and 
records to the new location. Then 
the second phase of the project will 

and creating new displays.
Money raised from the sale will 

be used for preservation and display 
-

ing future artifacts. Pick up times 
for large items purchased will be 
arranged at sale time. Smaller items 
may be taken immediately.

For some shoppers getting a 
chance to buy some of these items 
is a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
“I just wanted to see what was for 
sale. The History Museum is a great 
place and I hate to see it leave Web-
ster Street. I love North Tonawanda 
history, so I thought if there was 
anything that got my attention I 
would grab it,” said Jay Soemann, 

North Tonawanda Resident.

be complete after 10 to 12 weeks 
with the opening of the re-born 
museum to be in the second half 
of September. Following the grand 
reopening, a robust autumn and 
winter set of events will be taking 
place.

Persons willing to donate the 
use of a vehicle for moving, to 
assist in moving, or to become 
members of the museum may phone 
anytime (716) 213-0554 or send an 
email to NTHistoryMuseum@AOL.
com.

Pieces of History Are Up for Sale in North Tonawanda
Brendan McDonough
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Geoffrey Snyder: Nor the fact 
that the long-defunct Metro bus #56 
River Road route used to go right by 
there, and take folks from Tonawa-
nda to the NF Airport Transit Cen-
ter, instead of going all the way to 
downtown Buffalo to get to NF. 
Gratwick is a long walk from any 
current Metro bus routes.

Carolyn Withey Higgins: A 
permanent restroom facility would 
be great along with some trees.

Tom Behm: Some shade trees 
wouldn't hurt someday.

Tim Bozek: That whole side of 
town is like that. The bathrooms are 

Park just down the road. One 4th 
of July my little girls had to use the 
bathroom and the port-o-potty was 

some guy came out before we were 
going to use it and was dry heaving 
it was that gross. I had to take them 
home.

Susan Witkopf Mutton: 
TREES!

Tim Downey: Or some walking 
paths that lead to the park from the 
dangerous intersection they want 
you to cross River road.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
LA HACIENDA RESTAURANT & PIZZA LLC

Articles of Organization with the NY
State Secretary of State ("NYSSS") on May 4, 
2018; the LLC is located in Niagara County; 

NYSSS is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it can be served; a copy of 
any process served upon NYSSS will be mailed 

to the LLC at 2902 Pine Avenue, Niagara Falls, NY 
14301; the purpose of the LLC is to engage in any 

lawful act of activity.




