
Very often it happens when someone 
is arrested it makes the front page and 
when the case is dismissed it is either not 
reported or buried somewhere in the back 
of the paper.

Such will not be the case with Denise 
Scott Mejia. Yes, she was arrested on 
September 25, 2017 and it made headlines 
in all the local media.

Here is her story:
Better known to folks around here 

as Dee Scott, she grew up on 10 St. in 
downtown Niagara Falls. She graduated 
from Lasalle High in 1993. She later 
graduated from the University of Pittsburg 
with a degree in neuro science and 
psychology.

In 2003, she married Manny Mejia, a 
coach for the Pittsburg Pirates. She gave 
birth to her only child, Manny, Jr., in 2004. 
She and Manny, Sr. divorced in 2007.

In 2010, Dee returned to Niagara Falls 
because her mother was ill. Dee and her 
son moved in with her, back to the home 
she grew up in. She went to work at Seneca 
Niagara Casino as a dealer. Later she was 
promoted to a Dual Rate Supervisor. She 
works there still. Her mother died in 2013.

Dee became a writer in her spare time 

and has written six books; her most popular 
being “Stay In Your Lane,” available on 
Amazon.  Her 7th book “A Black Girl’s 
Book of Shadows” is about to be published.

In 2014, she launched her own weekly 
radio show on Blogtalkradio.com – called 
‘Stay in Your Lane” and attracted an 
audience that includes a fan base in the USA 
and the United Kingdom and elsewhere. 
Her shows focuses on current events and 
mental health. She has done more than 200 
episodes.

In September 2016, Dee was appointed 
to a term on the Niagara Falls Human Rights 
Commission. And just for the record, she 
had never been arrested before.

The genesis of her arrest might be that 
she lives in a high crime neighborhood. It 
has also to do with a gun. Because her house 
had been targeted by burglars and vandals, 
she bought a Mossberg 12 gauge shotgun. 
She wanted to be able to protect her son and 
herself in case of a home invasion. 

In January, she decided to come out 
with a clothing line and hired an old family 
friend, who, for purposes of this story, we 
will call “Freddie.”  Freddie worked with 
Dee from January to July 2017, when Dee 
closed down the company. After Freddie 
was laid off, Dee received mail concerning 
Freddie’s prior employment and, on a day 

she had off from work – she decided to drop 
the mail off to him. From there, she planned 
to go to a store to buy a hard case for her 
shotgun. 

forgot to unload the gun of buckshot. 
Dee drove down the alley behind Pierce 
Ave where the driveway was to Freddie’s 
house. There was Freddie’s old Lexus, with 
windows broken after vandals smashed it, 
in the driveway.

When she walked up the driveway, 
she saw a man looking out the window. 
She thought it was Freddie. She went to 
her jeep and got her gun to show him. The 
barrel was pointing downward toward the 
ground as it should be when carrying a gun 
and it accidentally discharged a single shot 
into the gravel driveway. The force of the 
kickback caused the gun’s barrel to rise in 
the air.

She was startled. Very shook up. She 
placed the gun in her car. Seeing the man 
in the window was not Freddie, she left. It 
was lamentable that a gun discharged and 
buckshot went into gravel, but it was not 
an act of violence. It was an accident. She 
harmed no one. So she thought she was free 
to go home and compose herself.
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Accidental Gun Discharge, Harming No One, Led Her Through 
7-Month Criminal Justice System Odyssey.

By:    Frank Parlato

NiagaraReporter.com

After Long Ordeal, 
Denise Scott-Mejia 
Gets Her Life Back, 

Name Restored

(Cont. on pg. 2)
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to police. The nearby elementary school 
was locked down. They thought there was 
an active shooter.  

She was driving down Main Street on 
her way home. Police pulled her over. Four 

surrounded the car with guns drawn. They 
handcuffed her and put her in back of the 
police car. Searched her car. Her gun was 
on the front seat.

She was crying.  She told them,  ”I 
taught my son gun safety and here I go and 
have this accident.” That may be where 
they got the notion she said her son loaded 
the gun.  That’s not what she meant.

She was arrested and spent the night 

endangerment – a felony.
Police made their report and it was 

available to the media - that witnesses said a 

rear of what appeared to be an abandoned, 
older model Lexus automobile. And after 

“aimed the shotgun up towards the second 

The media reported that Dee “told 

the gun for her and that it just went off 
while she had it in her possession.’”

From an accidental discharge into 

second story window, and blaming the gun 
being loaded on her son.

She appeared in court for her 
arraignment. The prosecutor argued for 
high bail. She was a dangerous woman. 
When it was argued that she did not make 
contact with Freddie, the prosecutor spun 
it and said, “yeah, I would not have any 
contact with her either - she tried to shoot 

him.”
Dee was freed on $10,000 bail.
Following, her arrest, the story got 

better and better – or worse and worse 
- depending on your perspective. News 
reports said, “Investigators said the 
damaged car belonged to Mejia’s ex-
boyfriend and that they are treating the 
incident as domestic violence related. 
Detectives did not say what may have 

The story grew worse on social 
media. It went from her shooting into her 
boyfriend’s empty car, to “she ran up in a 
car with a man sitting in it and tried to shoot 
him.”

While on bail, a lot of other things 
changed for her. She did not go to her usual 
coffee shop. She switched grocery stores to 
avoid people talking. She was in constant 
fear that someone would take her child. She 
shut down her companies because she had 
to focus on the trial and keeping her job.

In the meantime, Freddie went to the 
DA and told them he was not home that 
day, but he never had a problem with Dee. 
They were close family friends; she had no 
reason, he believed, to want to shoot him. 
They remain friends to this day.

the car was not shot by Dee. Freddie had 
already made a claim for the vandalized car, 
including broken windows – and they gave 
the DA pictures taken a month before the 
gun discharge occurred.

Dee’s attorneys ran ballistics on the 
shotgun. Tests showed there was nothing 
wrong with the gun.  If she had wanted to 

Unable to prove it was anything other 
than an accidental gun discharge, the 
prosecutor struck a plea deal with Dee - 

disorderly conduct.
On April 24, 2018, after seven long 

months, the case was concluded. That was 
a month ago and to date – as far as I know 
- no one has reported that felony charges 
against her were dismissed.

So that’s the story. It may not be 
important. But we put on the front page for 
that’s where it belongs.

As for the moral of the story. The 
obvious one is don’t carry a loaded gun. 
But isn’t there another moral? About how 
a person could make a mistake and because 
of whatever we are – whatever we have 

become, our society is quick to assume the 
worst and wish to punish and seek to ruin. 
That was almost the case with Denise Dee 
Scott Mejia.

But there was no mens rea – [no criminal 
mind] no attempt at hurting anyone. She got 
hurt pretty good nevertheless.

She had intended during her day off at 
work to get a case for her gun and enjoy 
a day of relaxation. Instead what followed 
was seven months of hell. And perhaps 
now that the public knows that the case was 
essentially dismissed with only a disorderly 
conduct – now perhaps the healing can 
begin.

Denise Scott-Mejia Cont.

Denise Scott-Mejia is photographed with her book titled, "Stay in Your 
Lane."
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You often hear residents in Ni-
agara Falls joke about the potholes 
lining almost every street. 

In fact, hardly a day goes by after 
spring begins where residents do not 
comment on the poor conditions of 
our streets. 

Some residents joke about plant-

enough. 
Others, however, laugh about 

falling into a pothole and not being 
able to get out. 

As ill-humored, or funny, as the 
Thursday May 17th as the city’s ‘pothole killer’ fell through a sink-

hole at the intersection of 18th and 
South Street.

Let that 'sink in' for a moment.
The sinkhole is said to be caused 

by ground weakened by a nearby 
water main break that had not been 
detected by the Niagara Falls Water 
Board. 

The ‘pothole killer’ was not 
damaged in the incident and no one 
was harmed. The water main and 

The ‘pothole killer’ resumed 
work the following day.   

Nicholas D. D'Angelo

Hyde Park Ice Pavillion Stone Room
911 Ribbons Drive, NF NY

Open Bar, Food, Music, Fun & 
Friends

$50 per person pre-sale
$65 per person at the door

RSVP by July 1, 2018
to Karen (716-998-2880)

or Sue (716-930-6067)

Mail checks to:
NFHS Class of 1978

700 Pletcher Rd.
Lewiston, NY 14092

Don't miss out on the fun!!!

'Pothole Killer' Takes a Dive

Analysis
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STEMBox RACE: As Gaskill Prepa-
ratory School 7th grade student Neville 
Parchment speeds down the gentle incline 
of Pine Avenue in his #6 car in front of the 
Niagara Arts and Cultural Center, LaSalle 
Preparatory School student Vincent Schiro 
was pretty juiced in talking about his 

on this past Monday as he waited for his 
opportunity to ride down Pine. The main 
race event will be just one of the events 
planned for the upcoming Memorial Day 

have something for everyone to do.
Young Schiro said of the event that, 

“It’s pretty cool. Kids get to build cars and 

they get to race it.” He said that he got 
involved said that he saw it at his school 
and it was on the morning announcements, 
“And so, it looked cool so I just signed up 
for it, and brought a few of my friends and 
we just made a car.”

Actually, Schiro and friends joined in to 
make the 8th car that will be participating 
on Pine Avenue on Monday, May 28th, 

will be at 9:00 a.m., the race itself at 10:00, 
and a good time with Kicking-It-With-the-
Cops food and refreshments.

The timely event was the idea of 
Darne Hamilton and was carried by me, 
Ken Hamilton, to teacher’s union presi-

out this year’s event with preparatory 
schools STEM Coordinator Richard Clark, 
school psychologist Bryan Rotella, and 
Niagara Falls teachers Mike McGrath, Ed 
Wisniewski, Richard Benator and Kris 
Green, and myself.  This year’s cars were 
obtained through a grant written by Stan 
Wojton. 

With the projected success of this event, 
Maryvale Schools Superintendent Joseph 

soon be made to make the competition 
open to other Niagara County school dis-
tricts as well as those on Grand Island and 
Maryvale.  

When Schiro was asked if he had 

learned anything, which is the whole point 
of the Science, Technology, Engineering 

“We learned how to put wheels on a car 
-

pressed an ongoing willingness to continue 
in the mechanics of the event.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE and 
AVM@NF CEREMONIES:  Great events 
are scheduled for Saturday, May 26th, 
2018. 

While most Niagarans won’t remem-
ber the days when, in celebratory cowboy 
attire, the Oklahoma-born Mayor E. Dent 
Lackey rode his white stallion down Main 
Street in the lead of the huge parades of 
yesteryears, hopefully modern Niagarans 
won’t forget the Memorial Day parades 
down Pine Avenue in recent years either.  
Ken Tompkins and his crew have Pine 
Avenue decked in the Stars and Stripes on 
every lamppost between Main Street and 

Robbins Drive in preparation of what could 
be the largest parade that the city has ever 
had.  More than 100 marching groups will 
be participating. To the delight of thou-
sands of spectators and cheering kids, the 
parade will step-off from the City Market 
at 10 o’clock a.m. with the last of the 
marchers reaching the American Veterans 
Monuments at (Hyde Park) Niagara Falls at 
around noon.

Spectators are encouraged to continue 
into the park to participate in the ceremo-
nies of recognition of those military men 
and women who gave their lives in the 
cause of world freedom. The annual event 
usually lasts about one-hour.

TETHERERD BALLOON EVENT 
ON MEMORIAL DAY SUNDAY:  On 
Sunday, May 27th, 2018, 3:00 p.m., the 
Niagara Falls Veterans Monument Com-

and M. J. Colucci funeral homes, will be 
holding a tethered balloon Family Memori-
al Service for all residents of Niagara Falls 
and the surrounding area. The purpose is to 
allow families to share both their military 
and non-military losses in the last few 
years with each other and to “let go” our 
grief and celebrate the memories.  All are 
invited to hear interfaith prayers and songs, 
and to enjoy the company of each other.

“Whaddaya mean, there’s nothing to do 
in Niagara Falls?” As Mike Hudson said 

the same about the amount of activities, 
“There’s lots to do in Niagara Falls!”

Ken Hamilton

“Whaddaya Mean There’s Nothing to do in Niagara Falls?”
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For the past two years, Ni-
agara Falls City Councilman 
Ken Tompkins has built quite an 

when it comes to the Memorial 
Day Parade.

It seems like every hour – 
alright, maybe every other hour 
- he and his wife Terry are con-
sistently posting within the many 
social media forums to inquire 
about group and civic partici-
pation in the parade as well as 
updating the community about 
donors and etc. 

-
tion of a city councilman does 
not include parade chairperson, 

but Ken has somehow written it 
in. In all seriousness, I think the 
community outreach that Coun-
cilman Tompkins has performed 

should be acknowledged and 
admired. 

Civic engagement – in every 
sense – is what we need in this 
city. This ranges from attending 
City Council meetings (which 
are every other Wednesday in 
City Hall starting at 6:00pm 

THIS Wednesday, May 23rd) to 
volunteering in neighborhood 
cleanups or keeping up with your 
local block clubs (Norma Higgs 

-
cation Commission and Niagara 
Falls Block Club Council and 
can be found via Facebook). 

Being involved in the com-
munity is rewarding. You have 
the opportunity to meet new 
people that are invested in where 
we live and want to see Niagara 
Falls look better and actually BE 
better. 

Complaining on social media 
does not make the problem go 

your neighborhood. Attend a 
city council meeting and sign up 
to be a speaker. Call your local 
legislator and ask questions. 

I believe that one of the main 
reasons people do not initiate 
contact with groups to volunteer 
is fear. Whether that is fear of 
rejection or fear of the unknown, 
those that overcome it (just like 

opportunity to give back more 
rewarding than they could have 
imagined; not to mention fun.

Or perhaps the reason you 
haven’t gotten involved is be-
cause you lack the contact in-
formation or event information. 
I have found that once you get 
your foot in the door, it becomes 
easier to be informed about the 
upcoming events. 

Call, email, Facebook, or visit 
-

cause they will certainly know 
where there are events and vol-
unteer opportunities. Or better 
yet, do your own thing, on your 
own time, and ask your neigh-
bors to join you. Even if it’s that 
one Sunday a month after your 
religious practices and coffee 

time, you’re still making a differ-
ence by getting out, contributing, 
and putting something good back 
into our community. 

This city desperately needs 
YOU. What are those old cli-
ches...“Rome wasn’t built in 
a day” or “many hands make 
light work.” They both apply to 
our current situation in Niagara 
Falls. 

Stretch out your hand, volun-
teer, and be part of something 
bigger than yourself. Today is 
the day. 

Memorial Day Parade & Civic Engangement

Amber Hill-Donhauser
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Highlighting 
Small Businesses 

Throughout 
Niagara County

Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week
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If you are in the mood for old 
world Italian dining at its simple 

to visit La Cucina Di Mamma at 
795 Rainbow Blvd. in Niagara Falls 
where chef and owner Angelo Mori-
nello may have just the right stuff.

As Italians would say, the food is 
"delizioso," whether we're talking 
popular favorites like spaghetti and 

meatballs and eggplant parmigiana 
with pasta or appetizers like brus-
chetta or fried calamari.  Or you 
might want to give Angelo's spe-
cialty a try, the rice balls, breaded 
and fried, stuffed with meat, peas 
and mozzarella and covered in fresh 
tomato sauce.  I did and they were 
"molto delizioso."

Angelo grew up in Lewiston but 
now makes his home in the Falls, 
and he took over the restaurant a 
couple of years ago when the former 
owner, Filippo Villella, retired and 
moved south.

While he studied business in 
school, Angelo says his heart is in 
cooking.

"I've traveled to Italy three 
times to learn about the food," says 
Angelo, "and I can say this, in Italy 
the pasta is about the pasta, not the 
sauce, and that's something I put 
into practice at my restaurant."

I took up Angelo on his acquired 
forte, and I can tell you his meatless 

There is room for about 30 guests 
at La Cucina which is open every 
day until about 10 p. m., and din-
ers can eat and relax while being 
serenaded by Angelo's vinyl record 

collection featuring Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin, Jerry Vale, and the 
great Italian operatic tenor Luciano 

-
tion of wine to help you savor your 
meal and relax and enjoy the out-
standing entertainment being piped 
in for your pleasure.

"Our specialty here is very sim-
ple, light, and elegant," says Angelo 
in describing the atmosphere inside 
his spotless restaurant.  "We want 
people to come here, whether they 
are from the area or tourists from 
across the world, and enjoy a taste 
of Italy in a warm and friendly envi-
ronment."

As a longtime investigative 
reporter, writing a restaurant review 
is not my specialty.  But I stopped 
into La Cucina a few days ago for 
a quick bite and wound up staying 

for some time, visiting with Ange-
lo, and enjoying a great meal.  And 
the prices are moderate.  I highly 
recommend it.

Tony Farina

 Restaurant Review: La Cucina 

Owner Angelo Morinello.
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People in North Tonawanda will now 
have one more place to enjoy outdoor 
concerts. The Mayor Along with oth-

ceremony to launch the opening of the 
new Band Shell. It is located at Raymond 
Klimek Veterans Park on River Road 
and is designed for people of all ages to 
enjoy.

“This year when we do our easy lis-
tening concert series, we will be enter-
tained and watching with this new beauti-
ful venue and an equally new beautiful 
Band Shell,” said Rich Andres, Niagara 
County Legislature.

Money to pay for it came from a 
grant from the Niagara River Greenway 
Commission. The structure is made from 
solid cedar wood and cost just under $ 
100,000 to build. For many it is a wel-

come addition to the neighborhood. “I 
think it is wonderful, the more opportuni-
ties the better for us to take advantage of 
the nice parks in our area, I will be here 
attending the different events at the Band 

-
da Resident.

It not just a place for concerts, or-

classes here, religious services, a family 
fun night is also planned here in August. 
Before this was built, an old trailer was 
brought in every week for the various 
events, but it got damaged during a wind 
storm.

 In addition to having several family 
fun events, many hope the new band 
shell will also help to bring the commu-
nity together.

“When we talk about banding, we 
bring people together, we band animals 
to sometimes count them, when you are 
married you wear a wedding band be-
cause it brings us together, it is a symbol 

of coming together. A band is bringing 
people together here at the Park we are 
going to do a lot of banding this sum-
mer,” said Mayor Art Pappas

For veterans it is a place that they 
hope many people will come to and 
enjoy different events but also a time for 
people to remember those soldiers who 
paid the ultimate price. “We have been 
developing this into a veteran’s area, the 
more events can have at Veterans Park 
the better, so that when people attend a 
band concert or theatrical production, 
can also walk over to the monuments and 
pay homage to the men and women that 
served in the armed forces,” said David 

touches to make at the Band Shell. Some 
planters and a sign will be added. Giving 
people across North Tonawanda one 

more place to come together.
“To all of you, this is your band shell, 

this this your park. Especially to our 
veterans. This is a great investment to 
Raymond Klimek Veterans Park, it’s an-
other way we can pay testament to those 
who have worn the uniform and served 
our country,” said Senator Robert Ortt  
62nd District Senator.

Band Shell Ribbon Cutting
Brendan McDonough
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They came to bid and to say no to 
Child Abuse. Inside the Sikora American 
Legion Post in North Tonawanda people 
of all ages came out to take part in the 

says money raised from the event will 

“There is a whole bunch of things that 

and that they are actually abusing their 
children. So, we want to bring awareness 
of what child abuse is and hopefully 
one day with the help of these agencies 
we can see an end to child abuse,” said 

From physical abuse, mental abuse 
to neglect, they say child abuse come in 
many forms and it is a growing problem 
all over.  For many residents this is one 
way they say they can do something to 
help those who need it the most.

“I believe this is something great for 
the community to join against child abuse 

and to raise money for this. No child 
should ever be abused,” said Darlene 
Woods, North Tonawanda Resident.

At the event they had theme-based 
baskets for people to bid on. As well as a 
lottery frame valued at 300 dollars. Also 
available was food and drinks for people 

hoping to raise over 3000 dollars for the 
agencies.

“There are over four thousand reports 
of child abuse every year in Niagara 
County and the number keeps going up. 
That is just the reported cases we know 
about, we also know it’s not always 

where and I we serve children from every 
corner of Niagara County,” said Ann Ma-
rie Tucker, Child Advocacy Center.

Also, up for grabs was a cake with 
175 one-dollar bills around it, for many 
it’s a way to help a good cause and have 
fun at the same time.

“I am a big basket auction fan and I 
like to help a good cause. I go to tons of 

for Roswell every year and I enjoy it,” 
-

dent.
Helping raising awareness and help-

one day at a time.
“I am supporting child abuse preven-

tion. Those children need advocates and 

Resident.
For more information about child 

abuse prevention and education you call 

5087.

Tonawanda's 
26 Unique 

Spots 
Featured on 

Walking Tour

The history of the Tonawanda’s runs 
deep and now people will be able to learn 
more about both Tonawanda and North 

the kick off The Heritage Tour of the 
Tonawanda’s 26 unique spots are featured 
in the walking tour, and people will be 
able to see and hear what the history is at 
each location.

“At each location you will be able 
to listen to an online narrative of each 
location describing the history of that 
particular site, many of the locations will 
afford you the opportunity to get out an 

Director, Chamber of Commerce.
The project was funded thanks to a 

grant from the William G Mayne Com-
munity Enhancement Program. From the 
Gateway Harbor to Webster Street people 
can learn about what’s old and what’s 
new in the area.

“Everyone contributed, from deciding 
on the sites to gathering the historical 
facts, then working with the cities for the 
construction and installation of the signs, 
even with the smallest details everyone 
helped out,” said Everlyn Zupo, Chamber 
of Commerce.

Actors dressed as the founding fathers 
helped to kick off the ribbon cutting 
ceremony on the Webster Street bridge. 
Before the ceremony they got in a canoe 
and rode across the canal.

“This kind of a tour you are going 
to learn so much, even if we have lived 
here all of our lives, just these 26 points 
on this brochure, I have learned more 
myself, even though I have lived in both 
cities all of my life,” said Mayor Art 
Pappas.

arriving to what is now known as the 
Tonawanda’s. Over the years it has 

leaders says it’s important for people to 
learn about what many people now call 
the Western Gateway to the Erie Canal.

“We were the lumber capital of the 
world, the music capital of the world. We 
have the Rivera Theater, which to my 
knowledge has the only theater organ in 
the United States. So wonderful things 
have happened here. There is many things 
in North Tonawanda that many people 
forget about because they are here every 
single day,” said Joe Muridura, Local 
Historian.

Some of the stops along the tour 
include Old Tonawanda High School, St 
Francis Chapel and Long Homestead to 
name a few.

Highlighting the best of both Tonawa-
nda and North Tonawanda and giving 
people a rare look into the history behind 
some unique places.

“Dating back to when our 2 cities were 
founded our histories get intertwined and 
to this day both me and Mayor Pappas are 
friends, we like to work together for the 
better of both of our communities,” said 
Mayor Rick Davis, Tonawanda.

Following the ribbon cutting and kick 
off the walking tour a reception was held 
at Webster’s Bistro.

  By:    Brendan McDonough

'Say No To Child Abuse' Fundraiser
  By:    Brendan McDonough
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Media all over the world are giving 
Reporter/Publisher Frank Parlato credit 
for taking down the vicious and sinister 
NXIVM cult. His reporting, in the Niag-
ara Reporter, and his other media outlets, 
led to the arrests of cult leader Keith 
Raniere and top assistant, actress Allison 

“Journalist and blogger Frank Parla-

2007 and 2008, but was never himself a 
member of the Upstate New York-based 
group. In recent years, Parlato has written 

-
ivm and Raniere on his website, and says 
he has been sued multiple times by the 
group, which he along with one former 
member describe as a ‘cult.’

Parlato, who has developed a large 

the alleged branding of female members 
and wrote that Mack’s arrest was immi-
nent days before it happened.”

Vice News also did a piece on Frank 
Parlato which aired on HBO last week. 

below:
The story of alleged cult NXIVM has 

all the makings of a binge-worthy docu-
series. A secretive leader who allegedly 
had women branded with his initials, 

accused of luring fresh recruits.
But before all that was public, back 

in 2007, NXIVM, correctly predicting in 

ahead, hired Frank Parlato to help with 
its public relations. 

They hoped he might go after detrac-
tors of the group accusing it of being a 

made the alleged cult famous: that it had 
a secret sorority that was branding female 
"slaves" with leader Keith Raniere's 
initials.

"I turned on an instant and said this 
is more than a cult. This is a deadly cult. 

This is more than a kooky group. This is 

and it's not just Raniere," Parlato said. 
Raniere and actress Allison Mack 

have pleaded not guilty. 
NXIVM denies its a cult and says it's 

working with the authorities to demon-
strate Raniere's innocence. Their lawyers 
wouldn't comment for this piece. 

-
hensive piece on Parlato’s reporting of 
NXIVM:

He’s charged with fraud, conspiracy, 
money laundering and obstructing the 
IRS. But that didn’t stop him from bring-
ing justice to a man he says is the true 
danger to society: The alleged leader of a 

Frank F. Parlato, Jr., a newspaperman 
and blogger in upstate New York, spent 

who is accused of branding and enslav-

NXIVM.
Raniere once employed Parlato as the 

group’s publicist — giving him access 
he’d later use to help bring NXIVM 
down.

That’s only one of many strange 
twists in a tale that started more than a 
decade ago and has now led to Raniere, 

He will be arraigned in Brooklyn on 
Friday.

Parlato, meanwhile, was indicted in 
2015 by federal prosecutors in Buffalo in 
a separate case. 

He’s charged with defrauding the IRS 

supporters, Clare and Sara Bronfman. 
The sisters, who are daughters of the late 
Seagram liquor magnate Edgar Bron-
fman, were among Rainiere’s followers 
and gave more than $100 million, prose-
cutors say.

Parlato says he told FBI agents about 
NXIVM’s crimes in 2015 — before he 

was indicted, and years before Raniere 
would be busted.

“The branding and the blackmail had 
just begun,” he says, referring to his 2015 
tip. “None of the branding and blackmail 
would have happened if the government 
wasn’t so incompetent.”

Parlato — who owns the Niagara 
Falls Reporter and Buffalo’s alternative 

group’s branding ritual in June 2017 on 
FrankReport.com, a blog dedicated to 

“Before that,” Parlato says, “no one 
was paying attention. It was the branding 
that made people understand what was 
really going on.”

Using sources tied to the group, Par-

secrets about NXIVM's alleged ritual 

continues to update the blog nearly every 
day, now posting stories about the case 
against Raniere — and even the case 
against himself. 

Raniere’s former live-in girlfriend, 

letting the world see behind the curtain of 
NXIVM. 

“If it were not for that man we 
wouldn’t be having this conversation 

“Frank represents a voice” for her and 
other survivors, she added. “He speaks 
our truth.”

 Parlato’s journey with the group 
began in 2007, when Raniere hired him 
to be NXIVM’s publicist, based on the 
recommendation of a friend. Raniere 

-
ecutive coaching program, and styled 
himself as its guru.

“I came on the scene and they told 
me he was a celibate monk,” Parlato 
recalled. “He would walk into meetings 
barefoot, in jeans and a t-shirt. He would 
spout on the meaning of life, and the 
women would swoon.”

“Everyone seemed chipper about their 
life,” he added.He said Raniere befriend-

ed him and paid him $75,000 a month, an 
amount that could not be independently 

Besides the Bronfman sisters, NX-
IVM attracted another famous name 
— “Smallville” actress Allison Mack, 
who was recruited in 2010. On Thursday, 

“co-conspirator” in the criminal com-
plaint against him.

The attorneys respectively represent-
ing Ranire, the Bronfman sisters and 
Mack did not return requests for com-

did not return messages.
While Mack may have assisted Ra-

niere, Parlato says, Raniere “was every-
thing in NXIVM. Everything had to be 
approved by Raniere. All of the women 
deferred to him.”

Parlato said he had a “slow awaken-
ing” to the truth about Raniere, eventual-
ly discovering that his charismatic boss 

his followers.
But he had a hard time accepting that 

Raniere could be up to anything sinister.
That changed in 2008, when Parla-

to learned that Raniere blew through 
more than $100 million of the Bronfman 
sisters’ money. After that, he says, the 
Bronfman sisters “came to me looking 
for $5 million. They wanted to know 
what happened to it.”

Parlato says he found about one-
fourth of the missing cash in Los Angeles 
with a business partner of Raniere, who 
invested it in real estate holdings under 
his and Raniere’s name.

But soon afterward, in February 2008, 

Though the sisters had agreed to pay 
him $1 million for his efforts on their 
behalf, Parlato says, “Raniere’s people 
asked for the money back.”

“I told them I earned it. I told them to 
sue me for a fair resolution,” he said.

While he was being sued in civil court 

Photo of Frank Parlato while being interviewed by Vice. 

People Magazine, Vice, Oxygen, & More Give 
Parlato Credit for Busting Sex Cult

Sketch of Keith Raniere after he was arrested by the federal government.
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
Freelance Accounting LLC

of NY (SSNY). 
 Erie County.  

 1866 Webb Rd., Grand Island 
NY

SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 

mail process to Corporation Service Co., 80 State 
St., Albany, NY 12207. 

Any lawful activity. 

CLASSIFIEDS
Attention residents of Niagara Falls, you have 

the right to bare arms! 
Join Harris Restaurant & Catering on every 
fourth Sunday of the month at 3pm, located 

at 630 10th Street, Niagara Falls, NY, to learn 
more about:

-gun safety courses
-application assistance

-free range training

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that a license, number 
“Pending”, for a beer, liquor and wine, has 

been applied for by the undersigned* to sell 
beer, liquor and wine,  at retail in a restaurant 

under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law 
at 3019 Pine Avenue, Niagara Falls, Niagara 

County, New York for on premises consump-
tion.

La Hacienda Restaurant & Pizzeria LLC

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
LA HACIENDA RESTAURANT & PIZZA LLC

Articles of Organization with the NY
State Secretary of State ("NYSSS") on May 4, 
2018; the LLC is located in Niagara County; 

NYSSS is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it can be served; a copy of 
any process served upon NYSSS will be mailed 

to the LLC at 2902 Pine Avenue, Niagara Falls, NY 
14301; the purpose of the LLC is to engage in any 

lawful act of activity.

by the Bronfman sisters. Parlato was 
holding the Bronfman sisters’ money 
in an escrow account in case they won. 
Because of that, he says, he didn’t pay 

Federal prosecutors in Buffalo didn’t 
see it that way.

In November 2015, they dropped a 
19-count indictment charging Parlato 
with defrauding both the Bronfman 
sisters and the IRS. “The scheme,” the 

companies, 50 bank accounts, and multi-
ple attorney trust accounts.”

Parlato insists he’s innocent and that 
Raniere and his followers “wanted to 
punish me.”

He says Raniere uses the Bronfman 
sisters to “go after all their enemies.”

was sued repeatedly by Raniere after she 
left him, also said the group  uses “the le-
gal system as a stalking device. They use 
the legal system to punish people. They 
litigate you into submission.”

What happened to Parlato, Natalie 
says, is “what happens with people who 
don’t follow Keith’s orders.”

Federal prosecutors in Brooklyn 
seem to agree. In the criminal complaint 
against Raniere, they allege that Clare 
Bronfman repeatedly attempted to have 

“slave” who spoke out publicly against 
the group.

Parlato lives in Buffalo but is now 
spending in time in Florida, where he 
goes to escape Buffalo's brutal winters. 
He’s due back in court in Buffalo June 7.

Sketch of Allison Mack after she was arrested by the federal government.




