
When the Niagara Falls City 
Council agenda for April 25th, 
2018, was published this past week 

speaker coming from New York 
State about reassessments. 

is a presentation by Christine 

Banniser, the Regional Director of 

Property Tax Services. 
It was not too long ago, in 2016, 

that members of the Niagara Falls 
City Council attempted to enact a 
citywide reassessment that would 
cost the city roughly $1 million and 

take two years to complete. 
City Hall faced stark opposition 

to the idea and it was ultimately 
defeated. 

The most recent reassessment 
in the City of Niagara Falls was in 
2002,

  (Cont. on pg. 4) 
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but there appears to be confusion 

the LaSalle section of Niagara Falls 
led the protest against reassessments 

from continuing annual updates 

The Committee to Stop the 
Reassessments & Continuous Tax 

-
ment on April 19th:

the huge and "hidden tax increase" 
called "REASSESSMENTS" at the 

SAVE THE DATE!

Our TAX and SPEND politicians 

-

until there is no more for the tax-

tax increases from reassessments 

-

that increased assessments do not 

-

alone in exploring the idea of a reas-
sessment as municipalities conduct 

does not require municipalities 

It is also important to note 

-

-
-

-

-

-

 Reassessment Back on the Table? 
Nicholas D. D'Angelo

(Cont. from cover)

Niagara Falls City Councilman Bill Kennedy, Ezra Scott, Andrew Touma, 
Kenny Tompkins, and Chris Voccio.
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There is a little secret no one but 

burden for state and local taxes is 

Financial Restructuring Board for 

That means Niagara Falls is the 

When the issue came up more 

-

-
-

here is the little secret: Properties 

though tax assessments are listed 

-

Tax Reassessment Will Raise Taxes on Well Kept Homes, 
Reduce on Derelict Abandoned Homes

Taxes likely ot go down. Taxes likely to go up with reassessment. 

Frank Parlato
Analysis
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Friday, April 19th, 2018, marked 
the 19th anniversary of the massa-
cre at Colorado’s Columbine  High 
School that took the lives of twelve 
students and one teacher. 

In memory of those that lost 
their life, in Columbine and every 
subsequent shooting, students from 
across the United States walked out of 
schools on Friday at 10:00am. 

The issue, which has traditionally 

simmering out shortly after, has man-
aged to stay in the forefront after the 
most recent mass-shooting at Marjo-
ry Stoneham Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida, on February 14th, 
2018. 

Joining tens of thousands of stu-
dents across the United States, several 
Niagara Falls High School students 
walked out of school and proceeded to 
march to City Hall where several stu-
dents gave speeches to a small crowd. 

Due to their age and the contro-
versial nature of this issue, the Niag-
ara Reporter will not publish the stu-
dents’ names. 

“We are not going to stop march-
ing. We are not going to stop reach-
ing. We are not going to stop speaking 
about this until we make a change,” 
said one student.

Another spoke into a megaphone, 
saying, “we will not be silent. We will 
continue to march. We will continue 
to speak. They want to shut us down. 
They want to take away our voice. We 
need to continue to speak up. After 

today, what will happen? That is why 

our representatives. We need to vote. 
We need to make sure that the peo-

not re-elected. We need to make sure 
that change happens. After today, we 
need to make sure that our voices are 
still heard and that our concerns are 
not swept under the carpet. We are 
sick and tired of being scared in our 
schools.”

Another girl said, “we are being 
active. When we are being active we 
are pushing against the things that 
push us down. We are pushing against 
the thing that is making us afraid at 
school because when you don’t care 
and are inactive everything spirals out 
of control.”

“School is somewhere you should 
feel safe,” said another student. “That 
is compromised because of all this ha-
tred we have in the world today. We 
need to stand up and we need to speak 
out and use our voices and empower 
each other to make change.”

Mental health was another is-
sue that came up, as one student said, 
“we need more people who are going 
to take care of our mental health. We 
need more health care that will help 
people who have mental issues,” she 
said. “My kindness is not going to be 
the next thing that stops that school 
shooter from shooting me.”

Altogether, there were an esti-
mated  150,000 students who partic-
ipated in more than 2,500 walkouts 
across the nation. This demonstration 

marks the second nationwide walkout 
since the shooting at Parkland, Flor-
ida. 

One student, however, was not 
convinced walking out was the most 
effective way to bring about change.

“I agree with the spirit of it,” he 
said, “but I don’t think most of these 
students walking out even know what 
the solution is; or what it should be.” 

“They don’t understand what it 
takes to pass legislation or know any-
thing about the 2nd Amendment and 
how the Supreme Court has ruled on 
it in the past.”

“There is a solution to the gun 
issue out there. Maybe it’s to ban as-
sault weapons. Maybe it’s to have 
metal detectors at school. But I can 
tell you one thing that won’t solve it; 
any of these attention-seeking demon-
strations.”

The gun debate inspires a con-
versation unlike many others in our 
society. Since Parkland, I have heard 
a number of questions being asked:  

Since when have students at Ni-
agara Falls High School, which was 
modeled after a prison, not felt safe? 

Was the 2nd Amendment meant 
to include assault weapons? 

Does a citizen really need an as-
sault weapon? 

If assault weapons were banned, 
would that stop school shootings? 

If all law-abiding citizens’ assault 
weapons are taken, will all violence 
with them stop?

Would an assault weapons ban 
have prevented the Parkland, Florida, 
shooting? 

Why are children, who might be 
eating tide pods their spare time, shap-
ing our political conversations? 

What are the practical solutions 
to preventing school shootings? 

 Is an assault weapons ban going 
to have any effect on the crime in Ni-
agara Falls? 

If one thing is for sure, it’s that 
the debate will continue. 

"We Will Not Stop Marching" 

Niagara Falls High School Students marched from the High School to City 
Hall where they gathered for a rally.

Nicholas D. D'Angelo
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Earlier this month the Niag-
ara Reporter reported that sourc-

 

-

-

 
Initial reports indicated that 

 

-

 
The next proposed number 

-

 
-

-

 
In addition to the rate in-

 

-

Tow Truck Fee Increase Comes to Fruition; City 
Council Resolution Expected to Pass

Nicholas D. D'Angelo
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-

the same conundrum that President 
-

contentious issue – the South-End 

group that included south-end resi-

-

-

that Scott and his colleagues must 

-
other famous general named Sher-

-

Belton often appears at public 

Scott said that he understands 

-

On the other hand is former 
-

Montante project at the one end of 

-

Pascoal cited a group called 

residents did a great deal of research 
into the problems that plague that 

Niagara Falls City Councilman Ezra 
Scott

Musketeers Battle Over South-End Initiative
Ken Hamilton

Former City Council & Mayoral Can-
didate Robert Pascoal
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-
-

-

building on the successes of projects 

of the meetings that other groups 

-
ans-Niagara BOCES training center 
for nursing and for adult education 

successes and continuance of these 

-

he explained  to the former Supreme 
Commander of forces in World War 

-

Scott is being pulled on three or 

-

-
ect from Niagara Street to Center 

herding residents from the neigh-

Niagara Falls Director of Communi-
ty Development Seth Piccirillo
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara & Erie County

Advertise your business in our "Food at the Fold!"    Call (716) 990-3677
    

$30 Per Week
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Since I started writing these 
reviews, I have come to rely on 
people telling me about hidden 
gems across Niagara County.  

Jonfre’s, located at 2623 Niag-
ara Street in Niagara Falls, is 
exactly that; a hidden gem.

The most important thing about 
Jonfre’s though is that if you 
sneeze, you might miss lunch!

Lunch is served 11:30am - 
12:30pm on Mondays & Tues-
days, and 11:30am - 1:00pm 
Wednesday through Friday.  

We lucked out and made it in 
time, which was lucky because 
the place was packed! 

My friend and I walked in, sat 
at the bar, and were greeted by 
Pete, the co-owner.  

Within minutes we met “Cal 
& Al” at the corner of the bar 
who I’m assuming are regulars 
because they gave us the low 
down of the menu and hours. 
I’d bet that when you go they 
will be there too!

I asked Pete what he makes 
best, to which he responded 
beef on weck. Although I trust-
ed him, I already wrote about 
that last week so I had to try 
something new!

I choose the steak & cheese sub 
and chili with a side of onion 
rings.  

One bite into my steak & cheese 
sub and I fell in love. It was 
perfect size - not huge – and 
had the freshest veggies I have 
ever had on a sub (it actually 
could have been a little salad on 
there).  

The homemade chili had the 
perfect combination of meat, 
beans, and tomatoes with a 
bunch of cheese on top.  Chili 
can be hard to get right, but boy 
did they!! Jonfre’s “rocked it”. 
So good! 

My onion rings were big and 
crispy on the outside with the 
perfect seasoning. Delish.  I kin-
da felt like goldilocks, my meal 
was “just right.”
 
As we were eating, the bar start-

lunch and drinks. We became 
fast friends with everyone. I 
never thought our lunch review 
would be so much fun! It was 
literally like a little party. Even 
Pete’s wife, Tina, came out of 
the kitchen and sat at the bar 
and started chatting with us. 

They are such down to earth 
people. I have no doubt they 
would talk with you the same 
way!

Here’s a little bit of interesting 
history I learned. Jonfre’s is a 
family owned and operated bar 
and restaurant that was actually 
opened during prohibition by 
two brothers, John & Fred, well 
over 50 years ago. And look! 
They’re still going strong!  
I have no doubt many of you are 
like me and had no idea about 
Jonfre’s. It is a great place to 
have cocktails, lunch, or both! 
You really must give it a try. I 
know you will be SO glad you 
did.

Tell them Jamie sent you!!

 Restaurant Review: Jonfre's

Jamie DePetris
Food Expert/Critic

The chili!!

Steak & Cheese Sub!



10

NIAGARA REPORTER APRIL 25, 2018 - MAY 1, 2018

Democratic Congressional 

her reelection bid for Lieutenant 

proud of her representation of 

-

-

McMurray Responds to Cuomo’s 
Comments About Hochul Being a 

“Stronger Candidate” to Face Collins;
Hochul Still Refuses to Enter Race

Molinaro Goes After Cuomo 
in Campaign Statement

-

-

 
Just months before an elec-

the criminals right before a reelec-

 

-

-

-

 

-

the institutions that safeguard our 
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Governor Cuomo Signs Executive Order Giving 
Parolees Right to Vote

fairness to our democratic pro-

states and the District of Columbia 

-

custodial interrogations for serious 
offenses and closed 24 prisons and 

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo
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-
-

Niagara Falls-based 

-

attention of federal prose-

in plea bargain negotiations 

-

-

counts and could face a min- -

Raniere and his 200-member 

the publisher of the Niaga-

-
-

But the determined Par-

continued to report on the 
-

tims leading to a series of 

Times that put NXIVM on 
the radar screen of federal 

mode and has set up head-
-

-

-

businessman-journalist said 

plea bargaining efforts could 

Actress Who Was Nxivm Enforcer May Be 
Looking for a Plea Deal

Tony Farina

Allison Mack talking with Keith Raniere in a camera interview prior to her joining 
NXIVM.
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-

the remaining members of 

group together during this 

-
thored numerous stories on 

terrible pain and frustration 

and their families as a result 

-
der the guise of a self-help 

"It is a tale of horror and 

A rendering of Allison Mack in Federal Court after she was arrested.
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through the Department of Economic 

-

The site that once processed 

Denny Soliday: "I could turn 
that place into one hell of a restau-

-

Eileen Kazukietas-Schnettler: 
"
good for the locals and good for tour-

-

Robert Russell: 
needs something for the children to 

Mark Yavno: -

Joe Marielle:

-

Chris Fortin: "A training center 

Frank Bauhm:

Lew Blevins Jr.:
center and concert hall for LaSalle 

Juanita Hurtya:

Chris Melson: "A museum 
-

Dan Dusher: "Restaurant and 

Theresa Moraca Brockman: 

Chuck Page: "A chocolate 

Mike Fratello Sr: "As a former 

-

Marsha Cochrane Buenzow-
Marsha: 

Doug Croll:
Mike Cody:

Residents Voice Ideas for Former Wendt's Dairy Site

A birds-eye view of the Former Wendt's Dairy Site
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
Freelance Accounting LLC

of NY (SSNY). 
 Erie County.  
 1866 Webb Rd., Grand Island 

NY
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Corporation Service Co., 80 

State St., Albany, NY 12207. 
Any lawful activity. 

HELP WANTED

Cook Wanted
-

FOR RENT

-

Letter of Thanks from Family of Samuel Ferraro

-

Legislature and the staff of the Niagara 
-

-




