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NYSAG, DEC, EPA, NFPD, FBI, DOJ, DA investigate 
Water Board Spill which caused little harm 
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Niagara Falls School Superintendent 
Mark Laurrie is a man with a mission.

Leading a school district with 7,101 
students in 11 schools within an impov-
erished city is a daunting task, but the 
administrator is a veteran of the system, 
being the homegrown choice the Board 
of Education selected early last year.

With one school year under his belt, 
he looks forward to tackling another year, 
and moving the District forward.

"Certainly, the challenge is to always 
raise academic achievement.  That's our 
primary focus, raising graduation rates 
and raising academic achievement," Mr. 
Laurrie said excitedly in a telephone in-
terview.  So far, the signs are positive.  
The graduation rate in June of this year 
was 92 to 93 percent, with an additional 2 
or 3 percent picked up in August.  "We're 
going to keep working with the remain-
ing 20 kids to get them through, so that's 
a good thing."

To facilitate that progress, Mr. Laur-
rie cites the "laser focus from our teachers 
in terms of instruction" and the loosening 
grip of the State Education Department.  
Getting the State to "leave the target 
alone and let us work towards some-
thing" did much to improve the teaching 
atmosphere, which Mr. Laurrie otherwise 
found to be "crazy".  "Once we see the 
target, we can go after it. So our teach-
ing strategy becomes better and more fo-
cused and we know what we're looking 
to do with kids. They're not rolling things 
out like they did a while ago, haphazardly 
at break-neck speed without proper train-
ing. Finally, all of the information is start-

Mr. Laurrie is also fortunate with re-
gards to his relationship with the Niaga-
ra Falls Board of Education, whom Mr. 
Laurrie says is "extremely supportive in 

-

money, but material, supplies, curriculum 
documents, training. We get no resistance 
from our Board of Education based on 
what the educators recommend." 

that, but educationally, they let the edu-
cators teach and do what they have to do.  
They really know their role in that regard, 
and that's not blowing smoke at them, 
that's appreciated," Mr. Laurrie added.  
"They're open-minded thinkers; they look 
at all sides of the issue."

When asked what he was looking 
forward to in the coming school year, Mr. 
Laurrie spoke of infrastructure and com-
munity outreach.  "We're going be talking 

our school that's going to come out in 
September.  We're going to get out there 
and engage more families, and engage 
families where they are, not having them 
come to us."

He also wants to expand the edu-
cation of three-year-olds in the District.  
"We have 40 three-year-olds in the school 
right now and I'm looking to add anoth-
er 40," he said. "Brains are forming; it's 
a key age. And I think the more we do at 
that age, the greater the gains will be."

-
tained growth and development in the 
District is a positive sign that there is one 
aspect of the Niagara landscape that's ac-
tually working well.  
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SummerFest at the Sal!  A New Tradition

SummerFest at the Sal is almost 
here! On Sunday, August 20, Sal Maglie 
Stadium in Hyde Park will be rockin’ out 
to six local bands. Admission is $10 and 
the show starts at 1 pm and runs until 
7 pm. The best part: We’ll be raising 
money for a worthy cause. All funds from 

NFFD raises money and collects toys to 
make the holidays brighter for children 
in our city, bringing holiday cheer to a 
number of Niagara Falls families.  This 
day of concerts will help the NFFD get an 
early start on their mission.

A few people have asked me about 
the inspiration for SummerFest at the 
Sal. During the planning stages for the 
Community Memorial Day Parade, I was 
speaking with Frank Geracitano from the 
USA Band. This musical group wanted to 
be in the parade, but without electricity, 
it was impossible to accommodate them. 
If you know Frank, you know this is 
someone who doesn’t take no for answer. 
He and the band genuinely wanted to 
do something for our community. We 

brainstormed and this is how SummerFest 
at the Sal came to be.

Support for this event has been 
overwhelming. Six bands are donating 
their time and talent to make it a success: 
The USA Band, Russ Vesci and the Texas 
Revolvers, Chris Borgatti and Friends, 
Split Decision, The Junkyard Dogs, and 
Seventh Sign.

In addition to the bands, we appreciate 
the gracious support of our partner, the 
Kiwanis Club of Niagara Falls. We also 

who have made this day possible: Niagara 
Falls Downtown Business Association, 
Cameron Transportation, David 
Chevrolet, Laborer’s Local 91, and The 

Rainbow Air has generously donated 

give a shout out to Howie Ewing and 
Neil Turvey for use of the stadium. Our 
Masters of Ceremonies for SummerFest 
at the Sal will be Steve Brown, WGRZ-
News (Channel 2) and Niagara’s Own 

Russ Vesci and Texas Revolver will blow you away on Sunday at Summerfest

Chris Borgatti and Friends will be performing at the
inaugural Summerfest at the Sal

All proceeds from Summerfest at the 
-

Sal Paonessa. Local comic Ernie Bivens 
will be on hand to keep the energy up and 

enthusiasts, come out for our Classic Car 

This day has something for everyone: 

to see you all there to be part of this new 

tradition. As a reminder, no outside food 
or beverages are allowed in the stadium. 
However, we’ll have plenty of food and 
beverage vendors inside to keep everyone 
happy. Wine and beer will be available 
for purchase. Come out for the music, 
friendship and fun. Can’t wait to see you 
at Summerfest at the Sal!

Kenny Tompkins
Niagara Falls City Councilman
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Unemployment, Crime, Poverty, Taxes, Potholes, Credit Downgrades afflict City of Niagara Falls, 
despite 160 tourists for each and every resident

Unemployment is a hardship, 
so much so that it comprises half of 
something called the Misery Index, a 
widely cited economic indicator (the 

Unemployment is connected with 
all kinds of community, family and 
individual dysfunction. It leads to 
increased alcohol consumption and drug 
abuse, spousal arguments, domestic 
violence and other health and legal 
problems. Unemployment is linked to 
depression, anxiety disorders, increased 
stress-related symptoms such as fatigue 
or headaches and prevalence of medical 
illnesses in general, as well as higher rates 
of crime and lower rates of volunteerism 
on the community level.

As we reported last week, the 
city of Niagara Falls had the highest 
unemployment rate of any city in all of 
New York State, 7.7% for the month of 
June, 2017, more than two percentage 

and a stunning three points higher than 

This for a city that purports to 
welcome somewhere around 8 or 9 

million tourists every year, almost as 
many as Epcot Center at Disneyland in 
Florida.

Taking the lower bound of 8 million, 
and rounding up the city's population to 

visitors a year for every woman, man 
and child who lives in the city of Niagara 
Falls.

visitors, with vacation dollars in their 
pockets, for each and every person who 
lives in Niagara Falls. If each of them 
spent, say, $100, that would amount 

person. $800 million is nearly ten times 
the annual budget of the city of Niagara 
Falls. Who gets that nearly billion dollars 
a year? Where does it go? To Jimmy 
Glynn, owner of Maid of the Mist? Jeremy 
Jacobs of Delaware North, who feeds the 
multitudes who visit Niagara Falls State 
Park? Or is it Albany, which gets money 
from both, in addition to the parking and 

spaces in the park? Or the national hotel 
chains that have proliferated downtown? 

In addition to having by far the 
highest unemployment of any city in the 
state, Niagara Falls also has the highest 
rates of both property and violent crime, 
and near the highest rates of poverty and 
taxation.

Adding to our bleak circumstances, 
last week Standard and Poor's downgraded 

three notches above speculative grade 

are routinely rated investment grade). 
Speculative grade bonds go by another 

did not exclude the possibility of the city's 

a couple of years.

mismanagement - only tell part of the 
story.

The dirty little secret is that despite 
all the visits from Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to Niagara Falls promising millions of 
dollars for downtown development, 
little of which he's delivered on, and all 
the prognostications for a better future 
made over the past decade by Mayor 
Dyster and his coterie of cheerleaders and 
pollyannas, the unemployment rate for 
the city is getting worse, while the state's 
is improving.

As you can see on the graph 
accompanying this article, the 

It's been going on for years. You'll also 
notice that, since 2017 is only half over 

unemployment numbers for the second 
half of the year. How did we do this?

Unemployment rates as reported by 
the state Department of Labor are not 

unemployment numbers go up and down 
according to whether it's tourist season in 
a place like Niagara Falls, harvest time in 
an agricultural region or the annual pick-
up in retail hiring for the holiday season.

While Niagara Falls unemployment 
was 7.7% in tourism-season June, it was 
8.9% back in January, and will start to rise 
again in September. So it's not a matter 

of the year to arrive at unemployment for 
the second six months. In scrutinizing the 
Labor Dept. tables, however, we noticed 

on the slope from the winter doldrums 
until hiring begins in earnest for the 
summer, consistently approximates the 
unemployment rate for that year. It's not 

within a couple of tenths of a percentage 
point.

Therefore, we make the following 
prediction: the rate for Niagara Falls 
will actually increase this year by 0.3%, 

simultaneous with the rate for New York 

In other words, hiring across 
New York State will improve in 2017, 
everywhere except the city of Niagara 
Falls, where it will be worse than it 
already is.

James Hufnagel

                     SOURCE:  NYS Department of Labor
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Don't Cry Over Spilled Milk or Discharged Dark Water
For Niagara Falls residents, Saturday, 

July 29, 2017 will be a date that will live in 
odifery.  That's the day the Niagara Falls Waste 
Water Treatment Plant released untold gallons 
of sewage and sediment into the Niagara Riv-
er, causing a disgusting black discharge that 
enveloped a Maid of the Mist boat, its dock, 
and the shoreline.  A fetid stench enveloped 
the area, killing the appetites of nearby tour-
ists and generally making the case for a rotten 
day.

By the following Sunday morning, the 
dark water and its smell were gone, but the 
controversy lingers on, much like a foul odor.  
On August 1, Gov. Andrew Cuomo ordered 
the New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation to investigate the inci-
dent.  They had almost immediately conclud-
ed that there was a clear violation of water 

That determination ran afoul of Niagara 
Falls Water Board Executive Director Rolf 
Porter's position that the discharge was with-
in the authority of their permit to routinely 

Board characterized the discharge action as an 
ill-timed maintenance action.

Then on August 4, the Water Board 
switched gears and blamed an employee for 
leaving his post, thereby allowing a pump to 
operate longer than intended, and push the 
discharge into the river.

Allegations have been thrown around, 
ascribing political motives after numerous 

this year.  On top of the DEC investigation, 
the New York Attorney General stands ready 
to assist.  The Niagara Falls Police Depart-
ment has also been called in.

On August 10, the County Legislature 
asked the United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the NY Attorney General and 
the Niagara County District Attorney to crim-
inally investigate the matter.

Just a second here, folks, but dare I ask, 

what's the big stink about?
Yes, something happened, something 

that looked ominous and smelled odious, and 
was certainly out of the ordinary.  But was it 
so horrid, so violative of the human condition 

local, state and federal agency with the slight-

After the heavy rainfall on Tuesday, an-
other discharge incident took place, which ap-
parently is not as uncommon as an unknow-
ing populace previously thought.

Admittedly, the Water Board's shifting 

explanation raises concern, and we need to 
get to the bottom of it, but let's keep things in 
perspective. 

No one died.  All the children made it 
home to their beds.  And not a drop of blood 
was shed.

With so many government investigative 

-
deed, an investigation is warranted, but how 

what happened that Saturday afternoon?
Already, some unnamed employee, 

christened a "Trainee", has been put in the 
crosshairs.  Is he a pawn in a larger political 
game?  Was he lured away from his post un-

routine maintenance or something else?
If this does somehow reach the level of 

-
gets are properly chosen.  It seems unlikely 
that a trainee would intentionally cause such 
a massive and dirty incident.  If he is at fault, 

while resulting in a big mess, should not re-
sult in criminal charges.  If there is a nefarious 

After all, on July 29, the river ran black; 
not red.
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mayor of the city of Niagara Falls back in 
2008, he promised an end to the tradition-
al "friends and family" approach to running 
government. Over the succeeding years of his 
tenure at City Hall, however, it's become clear 
that the campaign rhetoric that emanated from 
the man with two college degrees in political 
science, and the reality that ensued, are two 

Indeed, Mayor Dyster has elevated po-
litical cronyism to new heights. For exam-
ple, consider his appointments to the Niagara 
Falls Water Board, which is currently under 

regulatory and law enforcement entities over 
the blackish, smelly discharge into the Niag-
ara River that nauseated passengers on the 
world-famous Maid of the Mist boat ride be-
low the falls on a July Saturday in the middle 
of the busy tourist season.

We use the plural "appointments" be-
cause, besides the mayor's direct appointment 
of Dan O’Callaghan to the Water Board, 
two of the three appointments were reliable 
Democratic Party mainstays Nick Forster and 
Renae Kimble, who were nominated by Dys-
ter-rubber stamps Niagara Falls City Council 
and ex-Assemblyman John Ceretto, respec-
tively.

Exactly one month after Niagara County 
Democratic Party chairman Nicholas Forster 
was appointed by Mr. Dyster to the Water 

Board, in late January 2017, came the Great 
Water Board Massacre, which saw the mass 

-
rector of infrastructure Norman Allen, Ad-
ministration and Contracts chief Anthony M. 
Hahns and General Counselor John Ottavia-
no. Two of the dismissals, those of Mr. Drof 
and Mr. Hahn, may be seen as impacting the 
critical day-to-day running of the plant, and 

by operator error, routine maintenance or ma-
licious act, whichever investigators determine 
it to be, that caused the July 29 spill.

Forster, an attorney, consummate Democratic 
dealmaker and close Dyster ally, brings to the 
Water Board, nor Ms. Kimble, for that matter. 
Mr. O'Callaghan at least had a lengthy career 

Ms. Kimble, also an attorney, does have 
an extensive background obtaining govern-
ment grants, something desperately needed 
to address the sorry state of the water system 

gallons processed. Whether she's secured any 
grants since she was appointed in February, 
2012 is unclear.

There are other of Mayor Dyster's po-
litical appointments that have induced some 
degree of head-scratching, including the 2013 
nomination of retired Niagara Falls school-
teacher, political insider and one-time Assem-

Recreation and Historic Preservation Com-
mission.

Sitting on the commission, Ms. Massaro 
would have had input into decisions such as 

the Niagara Falls State Park "Landscape Im-
provements" plan that destroyed Three Sisters 
Islands, the setting aside of numerous regula-
tions so that the Cuomo administration could 
build a State Police barracks on the Niagara 
Gorge and the handing over of the historic 
Schoellkopf site to James Glynn so he could 
rescue his business after it was expelled from 
Canada for alleged corruption, the failure to 
remove the north Moses Parkway and the on-
going diversion of ten of millions of tourism 
dollars from Niagara Falls State Park to state 

One thing is for sure, however, and that 
is we have never been able to bear witness to 
the fact that Ms. Massaro has ever spoken in 
public, written a letter to the editor or guest 
view for the newspaper, led one of her classes 

connection with anything to do with parks. 
Toiling in the Niagara Falls Democratic Party 
vineyards for decades, and an unshakeable fe-
alty to Mayor Dyster and the party machinery, 

the position.
We did a cursory review of the LinkedIn 

-
ney Craig Touma, the mayor's campaign man-

-
paign contributor, who was appointed by the 
mayor to a term on the Niagara Falls Nation-
al Heritage Area board in 2014. Other than 

-
ing anywhere on the internet to indicate a hint 
of interest on Mr. Touma's part in anything to 
do with history, industrial or heritage tourism 
or cultural traditions.

Leaked emails from Assemblyman 
Ceretto's campaigned last year revealed the 
antipathy that both Mr. Ceretto and Mayor 
Dyster had towards a proposed Tesla muse-
um. National Heritage initially supported the 

abruptly and mysteriously pulling the rug out 

There are numerous other patronage ap-
pointments by Mayor Dyster to positions at 
city hall and elsewhere we could mention, 
but in all fairness, what politician doesn't sur-
round himself with individuals whose prima-
ry attributes don't necessarily encompass in-
dependent thinking, ability and competence.

Did Mayor Dyster's "Friends and Family" policy cause Sewage Spill?
James Hufnagel

Water Board issues now sit on the laps of Dyster allies Renae Kimble and 
Nick Forster, along with Dan O'Callaghan (not pictured).

Correction/Clarification
In the August 10, 2017 issue of the Niagaa Falls Reporter, the headline for J. Gary 

DiLaura's The Right Side column read, "THE US SUPREME COURT AGREES 
WITH 'THE RIGHT SIDE'".

of the column, an assertion that the United States Supreme Court rendered a decision 
against teaching certain religions in American public school is not true.

The United States Supreme Court has not issued any such decision, and the 

The opinions presented in The Right Side are held by Mr. DiLaura, and do not 
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DAILY PROGRAMS O/N BOCES
**There are no fees for these programs

**ADULT BASIC EDUCATION/HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY

This course is designed for the adult learner interested in completing their 
High School Equivalency diploma.  It is also recommended for anyone 
who has been away from school for a long period of time or for those who 
feel they need prior preparation for the TASC (Test Assessing Secondary 
Completion) Exam.  The course reviews the basics of Writing, Mathemat-
ics, Social Studies, Science and Reading.  Applications are available at 
the Community Education Center.  The course and TASC exam are free of 
charge.  New York State has selected a new high school equivalency test 
called the TASC™ to replace the GED® as the primary pathway to a NYS 
High School Equivalency Diploma.

Monday through Friday  8:30 – 11:30 or 12:00 - 3:00
Tuesday & Thursday 5:00 – 8:00 pm
Stephanie Bevacqua                       Call for information: 716-286-0768    

**ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE FOR THE FOREIGN 
BORN 

Developed for the adult learner to read, write, and speak the English Lan-
guage. 

Monday through Friday  8:30 am – 11:30 pm or 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Sarah Wright             Call for information: 716-286-0772

**NATIONAL EXTERNAL DIPLOMA PROGRAM (NEDP) 

This is a non-instructional program that incorporates a variety of assess-
ment techniques, which are designed for the adult learner who has acquired 
academic skills through life experiences.  The techniques include home 
projects, performance assessments, interviewing and documentation re-
view.  NEDP provides competent adults with the opportunity to earn a 

Erica Kopp             Call for information: 716-278-8154 
Stephanie Bevacqua            Call for information: 716-286-0768

    

HHA – HOME HEALTH AIDE

A one month program (4-5 weeks) of 105 clinical hours (75 hrs theory class 
-

with personal care (as hygiene and exercise) and light household duties (as 
meal preparation) and who monitors a patient’s condition.

Contact Terry Josker @ 731-4176 ext. 4445

Registration begins on August 28, 2017.  If you have any questions, 

us at 716-286-0771.
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FITNESS ACTIVITIES SPECIAL INTERESTS

SWIMNASTICS  

-

Susana Nicholas         CEC Pool Mon 10:00 am-11:00 am    $30.00
Susana Nicholas CEC Pool Mon 11:00am-12:00 pm     $30.00
Susana Nicholas CEC Pool Tues 9:00am-10:00 am       $30.00
Susana Nicholas CEC Pool Tues 10:00am-11:00 am     $30.00
Susana Nicholas CEC Pool Wed 11:00am- 12:00 pm     $30.00
Susana Nicholas CEC Pool Thurs 10:00am-11:00 am   $30.00
Susana Nicholas CEC Pool Thurs 11:00am-12:00 pm   $30.00

WATERWALKING 

Susana Nicholas     CEC Pool      Mon     Noon-1 pm        $30.00
Susana Nicholas     CEC Pool     Wed      Noon-1 pm        $30.00

CHAIR EXERCISES FOR SENIORS

Susana Nicholas CEC Gym   
Wed 10:00am–11:00am     $25.00

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTERS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

-

Carol Hartwig   CEC 205   Tues 3:00pm-5:00 pm  $45.00

CROCHET CLASS 

-

Christine Goodwin   CEC Tues      6:00pm–7:30pm    $45.00
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Though the tourist season is still 
underway, the "Back to School" noises 
are echoing ever louder, heralding the 
approaching end of summer's activities.  
One of the players in the tourism game is 
the Discover Niagara Shuttle, which will 
see its second season close, with lingering 
thoughts of whether it will see a third.

Sara Capen, Executive Director of 
the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area 

the Discover Niagara Shuttle, remains 
optimistic, and hopeful.

The Shuttle debuted last year to 
provide free transportation for tourists 
visiting Niagara Falls and Niagara County, 
enabling them to conveniently access 
local attractions, see and learn about the 
area, and hopefully, help stimulate the 
local economy.  State Assemblymember 
Angelo Morinello, a fan of the Shuttle, 
said, "it is an integral part of the entire 
tourism experience, and will play as an 
immense asset to extending the stay of 
tourists and the total experience."

Ms. Capen says that to date, there 
have been 22,000 riders, which is an 
increase from last year.  "We are seeing 
audiences from around the world, around 
the country, and also local residents are 
using the Shuttle." 

of the Shuttle, enhancing and educating 
people currently residing in the area.  A 
rider herself, Ms. Capen encountered a 

group of senior citizens earlier this week.
"They were on the full tour. This was 

the second time they've done it. They've 

This is a way for residents to have a new 
way to look at our assets and what we 

Mr. Morinello, also recounted how 

an informative venture.  Though he's 
lived here all of his life, until he rode the 
Shuttle and had the attractions highlighted 
for him, he didn't realize how much there 
was for visitors to do.

Of course, the ultimate goal is to 
get more people from outside the region 
to come and see what Niagara Falls has 

for more marketing power.  "We see the 
shuttle as a way to increase the visitor 

for the City of Niagara Falls and the 
Niagara region by introducing people 
to places that celebrate our heritage, our 

encourage people to experience a few 
days here in Niagara. And to do that, we 
need to be able to market it.  Marketing 
the shuttle is an area we'd like to focus on 
going forward."

of the Shuttle depends on a steady source 
of funds. 

"Creating a sustainable funding 
formula to support this initiative is 

Capen explained.  "We're hoping, and 
are certainly hopeful, that the people and 
partners who have contributed already will 
continue to sponsor it. That's something 
we would like to continue to encourage. 
The National Heritage Area doesn't have 

is going to the attractions on the route, and 
going to the places and local businesses 
on Third Street, for example, and we'd 
like to continue to push that. To do that, 
everybody needs to contribute to make it 
successful. And that is always a challenge. 

pieces of this is that all those entities have 
sat around the table and agreed that this 

willing to help fund it, so we all need to 
come back to the table and say how do we 
do that going forward."

Assemblymember Morinello echoed 
that sentiment. "I would hope that we'll 
be able to identify a dedicated source of 
revenue so that it may continue."

Past and present contributing 
partners have included New York Power 
Authority, the Niagara Falls National 
Heritage Area, Niagara University, 
the City of Niagara Falls, the Town 
of Lewiston through the Greenway 
Commission, New York State Parks, 
USA Niagara Development Corporation, 
and Destination Niagara USA (formerly 
the Niagara Tourism and Convention 
Corporation). Local businesses have 
also provided sponsorships.  The Shuttle 
also derives some revenue from selling 
advertising on digital screens located 
inside the buses.

the route that stretches from Niagara Falls 
to Old Fort Niagara. Ms. Capen noted, 
"We added the Third Street Entertainment 
District and Oakwood Cemetery because 
they are currently carrying a daredevil 
tour. Our current route works really well. 
I think going forward, there are potential 
places to add to it, but right now, we have 
a pretty solid route. We intersect with the 
Niagara Falls Scenic Trolley route and 

a visitor's perspective, we've created a 
seamless experience.  Somebody who is 
coming in from Niagara Falls Boulevard 

and get right on one of our trolleys and 

Discovery Center or the NACC."
Ms. Capen feels the tour was properly 

planned.  "It was a conscientious decision 
not to go up and down the Niagara Scenic 
Parkway, but to really engage into the 
city of Niagara Falls," she said.  "What 
we tried to do is avoid the congestion, 
and not create more congestion with our 

services. We know congestion is an issue 
so we're mindful of the route so we don't 
add additional vehicles to the area, but 
hopefully become part of the solution to 
alleviate congestion."

As August enters its twilight stage, 
anyone with an interest in seeing the 
Niagara region from the "Falls to the Fort" 
should catch a ride on the 14 mile tour.  
The Shuttle begins at 9 am each day, and 
picks up visitors at each location roughly 

shuttles operate continuously throughout 
the day.  It will take a couple of hours for 
the full tour, but for the time being, it is 

Discover the Discover Niagara Shuttle before it's too late  

If the whole world stands 
against you sword in hand, 

would you still dare to do what 
you think is right?

Darryl McPherson
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The gala 2017 Niagara County Peach 
Festival, a community celebration prom-
ising good times for young and old alike, 
enters its seventh decade from Sept 8-10 
at the Academy Park in lovely Lewiston, 
NY.

Featured events every year, this year 
being no exception, include the Youth 
Football, Town and All-Stars Cheerlead-

Shortcake Eating contest and "Peach 

the Peach Fuzz Contest and selection of 
the 2017 Peach Queen, performances by 
Elvis impersonator and tribute artist Terry 
Buchwald, The Tim Britt Band, and Ev-
eryday People, a Dance Showcase and, of 

The complete day-to-day schedule of 
-

tonpeachfestival.org.
A yellowish-orangey delight, the 

peach, while unassuming in appearance, 

you can possibly stomach, then try it in 
other forms including the festival’s fa-
mous peach shortcake.

The auspicious event of the Erie Ca-

County from east to west, and the prox-
imity to the temperate breezes of Lake 
Ontario, giving rise to a local climate 
conducive to the growing of fruit, com-
bined to make the greater part of Niagara 

-
chard for much of the 19th century to the 
present-day. Fruit from Niagara County, 
particularly peaches, supplied the entire 
east coast of the United States, shipped 
there via "Clinton's Ditch."

Fossils with characteristics indistin-
guishable from those of modern peaches 
have been recovered from late Pliocene 

years ago. The peach (Prunus persica) 

there in northwest China, where it was a 
favorite among kings and emperors, and 

brought over by Spanish explorers of the 

In April 2010, an international con-
sortium, the International Peach Genome 
Initiative (IPGI), that included research-
ers from the United States, Italy, Chile, 
Spain, and France, announced they had 

-
cently, IPGI published the peach genome 

millions of nucleotides arranged in eight 
pseudomolecules representing the eight 
peach chromosomes. In addition, a to-

-

Vitamins C, E and K, peaches are an ex-

When it comes to the delicious 
peach, especially those that are grown in 
and around Lewiston in Niagara County, 
we are fully in agreement with the '90's 
alternative rock band The Presidents of 
the United States of America, who sang 

Movin' to the country,
Gonna eat a lot of peaches
Movin' to the country,
Gonna eat a lot of peaches

If I had my little way,
I'd eat peaches every day
Sun-soakin' bulges in the shade

Millions of peaches, peaches for me
Millions of peaches, peaches for free

See you at the Peach Festival!

Fun for the Family: Lewiston Peach Festival features music, food, fun

Artvoice special
$137 + tax

Same day or next day service

716-668-0131

BEES  WASPS  YELLOWJACKETS  HORNETS

Terry Buchwald brings his Elvis 
persona to the Peach Fest

Tim Britt and his band liven up the 
stage next month

Sink your fork into a famed Peach 
shortcake... Yum!

The 1960's hit and traditional song 
-

some peaches, We thought he had 
swallowed a pit.  Next morning we 
looked in his diaper, But the darned 

The Official NF Reporter 
Peach Cobbler Recipe

Directions
1. Melt butter in a 9 x 13 inch pan.
2. 

powder & salt.
3. Stir in milk & egg.
4. Pour evenly over melted butter.

Combine peaches, sugar & spices 
and spread over batter-DO NOT 
STIR!

-
til batter comes to the top and is 
golden brown.

7. Serve warm with ice cream.
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Apparently, a radical, right wing 
group was given a permit to hold a peaceful 
rally. Again, apparently, "Protestors" to 
the rally began arriving with helmets, 
baseball bats, and professional signs with 
clubs (disguised as sign posts), tear gas 
masks and canisters. They must have 
told the police they were there to protest 
peacefully, as THEY WERE ALLOWED 
IN!? Seems reasonable to me?!

Then, according to the police reports, 
confrontations, mostly one on one, 

left to change into riot gear and came 
back. According to FOX News, one 

were directed by superiors NOT to make 
any arrests without mayoral approval 
(try to visualize that scenario). Now 
"THAT," I do believe because the criteria 
to be a Mayor "anyplace" USA is that you 

Oh...you think I'm full of it do you? 

mention a few of the "worst" cities in 
our country. Mayor Emanuel-Chicago; 
Mayor de Blasio-NYC; Mayor Blake 
–Baltimore (replaced a crook); Mayor 
Lee-San Francisco: Mayor Wheeler –
Portland. It wouldn't be fair for me to list 
all the mayors of the "worst" cities in the 

have not been able to show how dumb 
they can be when it comes to enforcing 
the law and backing up the police... but 

Sanctuary Cities, all run by Democrats 
for years, and are the worst of the worst 
cities in the nation... ranked from 140 to 

com 7-7-17)!
DO YOU THINK IT COULD BE 

DUE TO A LACK OF LAW AND 
ORDER? How can the party of slavery 
(Democrats) not know how to keep 
people in line? I mean THEY started the 
KKK, you know, White Supremeness!

What does this have to do with 
Charlottesville, Virginia? I don't know... 
but I do know a few things about law 
enforcement. First, NO Chief of Police, 
nor Police Department, as a whole, wants 
their people hurt or killed. They are sworn 
to enforce the law and will risk their lives 
to protect you and me. But, I have my 

doubt about whether a mayor, like any of 
the above, would take a bullet for their 
own mothers, let alone you or me!

None of us were there and to say who 
started the trouble. Who is responsible 
will be determined by good police work 
and then reported by the crooked press on 
the front page, if it was conservatives and 
NOT reported at all, if it was liberals but 
blamed on the conservatives (on the front 
page)! That's another part of our nation's 
trouble, dishonest press reporting!

I can't imagine, myself, getting ready 
to keep the peace in a situation like we 
saw without suiting up from the "get go" 
in riot gear, UNLESS some NON -LAW 
ENFORCEMENT Executive (like a 
Mayor) said  NOT to wear riot gear (he 

wasn't going to be there himself, you see), 
because if you were to ask ANY of the 
lawmen, "Why didn't you bring a helmet 
and club to the dance, like the other party 
goers," I can guarantee you it wasn't 
their choice... they were ORDERED to 

people! Guaranteed and my opinion!
It really doesn't matter who started 

the trouble, from a law enforcement point 
of view, it's who prevented the lawmen 

It wasn't anybody who was to be at the 
scene, that I'm sure of!!! That should 
narrow it down for ya'!

Mr. Mayor, pick your Chief of Police 
and tell him to enforce the law and that 
you will back him up... then DO IT!

You see, the way it works, a police 
baton doesn't care whose head it whacks, 
a rioter is a rioter, the baton works on 

well. But... when someone wants to lead 
by political correctness and NOT our 
Rule of law, it seems he is NEVER in 
the trenches...hey...I have an idea, let's 
suit up the mayors and put them on the 
front lines!! They can lead from the front, 
instead of their rears! You know, they 

arrest, who to tase, who to baton and who 
to shoot! Great idea, if I do say so myself!

That's my opinion and I'm sticking 
to it!

WHAT HAPPENED IN CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA?
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Sponsored by the
Kiwanis Club of 
Lewiston, New York

Buy Advance Ride Tickets & Save More Than 50%!
www.lewistonpeachfestival.org for locations

COST  IS  $20  FOR  A  STRIP  OF  10  

TICKETS, ONLY  1  TICKET  PER  RIDE

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE

SAVINGS 
FOR ALL RIDES

The 60th
2017 Niagara County
Peach Festival

The 60th
2017 Niagara County

AN OLD FASHIONED FESTIVAL COMPLETE WITH 
A PARADE, PEACH SHORTCAKE, FOOD, VENDORS 
AND CARNIVAL RIDES!
 
Thursday, September 7
6:00  10:00 Amusement Ride Preview Night

Friday, September 8
5:00   8:00 Youth Football, Town and  
 All-Stars Cheerleading Competition
9:00   11:00 The Tim Britt Band
10:00 Fireworks 
 
Saturday, September 9
9:00                    5k Run
11:00 Parade
1:00   2:00 Units from Parade
2:00   4:00 Peach Blossom Contest
4:00   5:00 Peach Shortcake Eating contest
5:00   6:00 Peach Taste-Off
6:00   7:00 Peach Queen Contest Semi Finals    
 Fashion Show on stage
8:00   11:00 Terry Buchwald

Sunday, September 10
12:00   3:00 Dance Showcase
4:30   5:30 Peach Fuzz Contest
5:30   7:15 Everyday People
8:00   11:00 Peach Queen Contest Finals

 23 Skidoo featuring Dick O¹Dell  
will be roaming the field and playing in the  
Peach Tent from 1-4 on Saturday and Sunday

FREE Shuttle 
for

Free Parking!

We are very excited to bring you some
new rides from Amusements of America

50%

ALWAYS FREE ADMISSIONCome Try OurFamous Peach Shortcake!

September 8, 9  & 10, 2017
Academy Park, Lewiston NY

B
U

-1
34

05
91



We wanted to tell our readers a road 

we're still working on it.

***

Mayor Dyster and his aide Seth Piccirillo 
are walking along Lockport Street when the 
mayor falls down a manhole.

Piccirillo shouts down: "What shall I 
do?" and Mayor Dyster barks back: "Call me 
an ambulance!"

screaming: "The Mayor is an ambulance, the 
Mayor is an ambulance!"

***

Q: Why did the chicken cross Lockport 
Street?

it.

***

Q: Why did John Ceretto cross Lockport 

Street?
A: He was switching sides again.

***

A foreman for Accadia Site Contracting, 
which was paving Lockport Street until it 

accident on his 40th birthday. He ascends to 
heaven where he's greeted at the Pearly Gates 
by Saint Peter.

 Saint Peter shakes the guys hand warmly, 
and says "Congratulations!"

The foreman is a little confused. 
"Congratulations for what?" he asks.

"Congratulations for what!?" says Saint 
Peter. "We're celebrating the fact you lived to 

The foreman says, "But that's not right - I 
only lived to be 40."

"That’s impossible," says Saint Peter. 
"We added up your time sheets!"

***

A very contentious and emotional 
mediation between the two entities in charge 
of paving Lockport Street, Accadia and 
National Grid, is conducted by Mayor Dyster, 
who holds a PhD in International Diplomacy.

After several years, the talks are coming 
to a successful resolution and Mayor Dyster 
thinks the time is ripe for an apology, and 
he gently raises this possibility to both the 
parties.

They look at each other; exchange nods 
and, looking crestfallen, say. “We’re very 

Niagara Falls Jokes

Brought to you by:
Niagara Falls Councilman Kenny Tompkins

Kiwanis Club of Niagara Falls

Sunday, August 20, 2017
1 to 7 pm

Sal Maglie Stadium
1201 Hyde Park Blvd, Niagara Falls, NY 

Sunday, August 20, 2017
1 to 7 pm $10 Admission 

Rain or Shine

Classic Car Cruise 

$10 Admission Music
Food

Vendors
Fun

GREAT BANDS
The USA Band

Russ Vesci and the Texas Revolvers
Chris Borgatti and Friends

Split Decision
The Junkyard Dogs

Seventh Sign
Plus lots of special musical friends

Free Gift Bag for 
First 50 Cruisers

Niagara Falls 

at the Sal

Reassessments are on the Table Again
City Council Members Touma & Grandenetti

Led the Charge to Reassess Us in 2016
And Now They Want Our Vote - Well We Say No!

the residents and business owners of the 
most highly taxed City in the nation. In 

recently announced that a reassessment 
would increase property taxes by at least $9 
million a year at the current tax rate.

we thought was over. However, this time we 

the election booth this September and again 
in November. We will pay close attention 
to where our City Council candidates stand 
on this very important issue, as they should 

There are currently three open seats on 
the Niagara Falls City Council, and there 
are many new candidates from which to 
choose. This September, we will be voting 
for City Council candidates that will run 
in the general election in November. We 
know that we have the opportunity to stop 
any thought of a reassessment by electing 
candidates who do not support the huge tax 
increase called reassessments.

We are very happy that Robert Pascoal 
is a candidate for City Council as he was 
supportive of the residents’ and business 

last summer. He also gave a very impressive 

to a reassessment. We know where we stand 
with this candidate.

We also know that current City Council 
members Touma and Grandinetti, who are 
both running for re-election, led the charge 
to reassess us last summer. Touma, along 
with the support of Grandinetti, publicly 
stated that a citywide reassessment is a 
source of further revenue. He said the City’s 
residential parcels are currently assessed 
at 83 percent of their current value, while 
some commercial properties clock in at 

to see assessment values brought to 100 
percent citywide, and to do so would raise 
property taxes in the City of Niagara Falls. 
According to his statement, this would raise 
our assessments on average from between 
17 and 40 percent. Yes, that is right – 17 to 
40 percent!

We have not forgotten how Touma 
and Grandinetti treated us when hundreds 
of taxpayers attended a City Council 
meeting last September to be heard on the 
issue of reassessments. We were greeted 
by Councilman Touma, who was caustic, 
defensive and downright rude to the 
residents of this City.

In addition, the attitude of timekeeper 

silence every speaker as soon as their time 

was up even though they may have needed 

statement. We have been at several City 
Council meetings over the years and have 
never seen anything like this. Touma and 
Grandinetti showed total disrespect for the 

THEY WANT OUR VOTE – WELL WE 
SAY NO!

We, the taxpayers, said it before and 

cannot have it both ways – 100 percent 
assessments and a combined tax rate of 

reassessment will not be tolerated until 
the tax rate is substantially reduced so that 
increased assessments do not translate into 
increased property taxes. We are already 
taxed well beyond what most of us can 

New York State does not mandate that 
properties be assessed at 100 percent of 
market value and there are many towns and 
cities assessed well below 100 percent. In 
fact, the Town of Niagara has not reassessed 

not reassessed since 1994 and is currently 

value. They are fortunate to have elected 

an excuse for a huge tax increase. Even the 
former Town of Niagara Supervisor, Steve 
Richards, called reassessments what they 
are – he said he believes reassessments are 

We know from experience that tax 
increases from reassessments are the 
highest tax increase that we will ever 
receive at one time. Tax increases from 
reassessments can be so severe that the 
State of California enacted Proposition 13 
which limits the amount that property taxes 
can be increased to 2% per year regardless 
of what the reassessed value is. The State of 
Florida also has similar protections in place.

We will not vote for candidates who do 

increased assessments would have on the 
already over-taxed residents and business 
owners of Niagara Falls. We will not vote 
for candidates who support raising our taxes 
through reassessments. The only thing that 
should be reassessed is the misuse of our 

Committee to Stop the
Reassessments &

Continuous Tax Increases




